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     ETHNICITY AND HOMICIDE IN CALIFORNIA, 1850‑1900
   There are three data sets in this collection: INDCAL,

HOMCAL, and PRISONCAL. Each data set contains a one‑hundred

percent sample and stands alone. I developed the California

prison file in January 1987 (partially funded by an NEH travel to

collections grant) using the original San Quentin and Folsom

prison registers. I selected all inmates who were incarcerated

either for murder or manslaughter. This is a one‑hundred percent

sample (1901 cases) of all California counties for the period

1850‑1900. One should be aware, however, that any prisoner sentenced to death before 1893, will not appear in this file if sentence was carried out. From 1850 to 1892 the county sheriff carried out executions. An occasional condemned prisoner might have his sentenced commuted to life, in which case his name will appear in this file. Data on most variables was fairly complete except for disposition. Frequently that field was empty, even though it was apparent, from other data, that the inmate had been released. 

   The data from INDCAL (789 cases) and HOMCAL (1317 cases)

were collected during 1988 and 1989 with the funding of a

National Science Foundation (Law and Social Sciences) Grant No.

SES 87‑20939. These two data sets are one‑hundred percent

samples from seven counties: San Diego, Santa Barbara, San Luis

Obispo, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Calaveras, and Tuolumne. With

three coastal and two each from the Great Valley and gold camp

region, these counties furnish an excellent cross‑section of

racial/ethnic and regional diversity. I collected the INDCAL
data exclusively from the registers of criminal action for the

district and superior courts. This data was somewhat uneven

for the period 1850‑1854, but thereafter it was reasonably

complete. The data on plea bargaining (VAR 7) and verdict (VAR

9) when analyzed with ethnicity (VAR 3) of the defendant is quite

striking.

   I assembled the data for HOMCAL from a variety of sources

including criminal case files, coroner's inquest reports, county

histories, and newspaper accounts. Coroner's inquests were most

useful for social data about the victim. Since coroner's reports

are "dead end" records, however, they offer limited information

on the defendant. The use of coroner's reports assures that

about eighty percent of all homicides committed in the seven

counties are represented in the data sample. These records were

fairly complete except for Sacramento where they were unavailable

during the research period. This data set has the most "gaps"

in terms of missing data, particularly for the accused. Still,

the social data is very rich, and when analyzed with the other

two data sets it paints a graphic picture of ethnicity and

homicide in California during the nineteenth century.

   Lynching, police shootings, and interracial killings provide

some of the most interesting social data in the HOMCAL file. 

The majority of the lynchings resulted from homicides, however, a

significant number involved horse or cattle theft. Lynching

occurred throughout the period under study, but tended to decline

rapidly after the first two decades. Although lynching victims

make up a small percentage of the total homicides committed, they

provide important insights into the attitudes of California

society during the nineteenth century. The data on police shooting suspected criminals and the shooting of policemen while

performing their duties is also quite revealing. Although small

in total numbers (39 victims of police shootings and 15 policemen

killed) they furnish an important look at crime in urban centers

such as San Diego and Sacramento. Finally, the interracial

component deserves comment. Most homicide studies reveal that

people normally kill within their own race. That was the not the

case in California, where forty percent of the Indian killers

selected Anglo victims. In conclusion, the data provided in

these three data base files contributes to our understanding of

how the California criminal justice system treated ethnic groups

during the nineteenth century.
ETHNICITY AND HOMICIDE IN CALIFORNIA, 1850-1900
CODE BOOK

HOMICIDE CODE SHEET (HOMCAL file)
VARIABLE # AND VARIABLE LABEL
1.
VICTIM  (CHARACTER)

2.
KILLER  (CHARACTER)

3.
YEAR
4.
MONTH
99.  UNKNOWN

5.
DAY
99.  UNKNOWN

6.
HOUR
1.  12 NOON TO 3 PM

2.  3 PM TO 6 PM

3.  6 PM TO 9 PM

4.  9 PM TO 12 MIDNIGHT

5.  12 MIDNIGHT TO 3 AM

6.  3 AM TO 6 AM

7.  6 AM TO 9 AM

8.  9 AM TO 12 NOON

9.  UNKNOWN

7.
WEEKDAY
1.  MONDAY

2.  TUESDAY

3.  WEDNESDAY

4.  THURSDAY

5.  FRIDAY

6.  SATURDAY

7.  SUNDAY

8.
COUNTY
1.  SAN DIEGO

3.  SANTA BARBARA

4.  SAN LUIS OBISPO

    11.  SACRAMENTO

    12.  SAN JOAQUIN

    21.  CALAVERAS

    22.  TUOLUMNE

9.
VICRACE
1.  WHITE (OTHER THAN HISPANIC)

2.  HISPANIC  

3.  NATIVE AMERICAN

4.  ASIAN AMERICAN
5.  AFRICAN AMERICAN

    10.
VICSEX
1.  MALE

2.  FEMALE

9.  UNKNOWN

    11.
VICAGE
    99.  UNKNOWN

    12.
VICOCCUP


1.  LABORER  

2.  FARMER  

3.  RANCHER  

4.  MERCHANT  

5.  COWBOY  

6.  SHEEP HERDER  

7.  SOLDIER  

8.  SAILOR  

9.  BARTENDER  

    10.  LAWMAN  

    12.  HOUSEWIFE  

    13.  PROSTITUTE  

    14.  LAWYER  

    15.  COOK  

    16.  BUTCHER  

    17.  TEAMSTER 

    18.  RR WORKER  

    19.  MINER  

    20.  HOTEL KEEPER  

    21.  BAR OWNER  

    22.  CLERICAL  

    23.  TEACHER  

    24.  TRANSIENT  

    25.  FISHERMAN  

    26.  NURSE

    27.  STUDENT  

    28.  DOMESTIC  

    29.  DRUGGIST  

    30.  DOCTOR  

    31.  STORE CLERK  

    32.  BAKER  

    33.  BARBER  

    34.  WAITER  

    35.  LAUNDRY  

    36.  MUSICIAN  

    37.  DENTIST  

    38.  SHOEMAKER  

    39.  MECHANIC  

    40.  BLACKSMITH  

    41.  CARPENTER  

    42.  PREACHER  

    44.  HARNESS MAKER  

    45.  GARDENER  

    46.  SALESMAN  

    47.  TAILOR  

    48.  STEAMBOAT RUNNER  

    49.  DISHWASHER 

    50.  PORTER  

    51.  LEGISLATOR  

    52.  RANCH/FARM HAND  

    53.  OTHER TRADESMAN

    54.  BOAT HAND  

    55.  GAMBLER  

    56.  PIMP  

    57.  MINISTER  

    58.  EDITOR OR PUBLISHER  

    59.  PEDDLER  

    60.  PRISON INMATE  

    61.  WATCHMAN 

    62.  BOOKKEEPER  

    63.  WELLS FARGO GUARD 

    64.  ASYLUM INMATE

    65.  JUDGE/JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

    66.  SEAMSTRESS

    99.  UNKNOWN

13.
VICCOND
1.  DRINKING

2.  OTHER DRUGS

3.  CALM

4.  AGITATED

5.  OTHER

9.  UNKNOWN

14.
ACCURACE
1.  WHITE (OTHER THAN HISPANIC)

2.  HISPANIC  

3.  NATIVE AMERICAN

4.  ASIAN AMERICAN  

5.  AFRICAN-AMERICAN

15.
ACCUSEX
1.  MALE

2.  FEMALE

9.  UNKNOWN

16.
ACCUAGE
99.  UNKNOWN

17.
ACCUOCCUP
[SEE VARIABLE 12]

18.
ACCUCOND
1.  DRINKING

2.  OTHER DRUGS

3.  CALM

4.  AGITATED

5.  OTHER

9.  UNKNOWN

19.
RELATION
1.  MARRIED

2.  IN-LAWS

3.  FRIENDS

4.  STRANGERS

5.  ROOMMATES

8.  OTHER

9.  UNKNOWN

20.
CAUSE
1.  DOMESTIC DISPUTE

2.  QUARREL

3.  BRAWL

4.  LYNCH MOB

5.  KILLED BY POLICE

6.  KILLED POLICE

7.  ROBBERY

8.  OTHER

9.  UNKNOWN

21.
WEAPON
1.  HAND GUN

2.  RIFLE

3.  SHOTGUN

4.  GUN UNKNOWN 

5.  KNIFE

6.  AXE

7.  HANGING

8.  FIRE

9.  FALL

    10.  STRANGLED

    11.  FISTS

    12.  BLUNT INSTRUMENT

    13.  POISON

    14.  THROWN DOWN

    15.  SHARP INSTRUMENT

    16.  DRUGS

    17.  KICKED

    18.  DROWNED  

    99.  UNKNOWN

22.
LOCATION
1.  VICTIM'S HOME  

2.  STREET  

3.  SALOON  

4.  WORK  

5.  RANCH  

6.  FARM  

7.  COUNTRY ROAD  

8.  DESERT  

9.  JAIL  

    10.  WOODS  

    11.  HOTEL  

    12.  WHARF

    13.  SHIP  

    14.  RAILROAD

    15.  BEACH  

    16.  MOUNTAINS

    17.  RIVER  

    18.  OCEAN  

    19.  INDIAN RESERVATION

    20.  ACCUSED HOME  

    21.  CEMETARY  

    22.  CHURCH

    23.  MISSION  

    24.  COURTHOUSE  

    25.  HOSPITAL  

    26.  MILITARY FORT

    27.  BANK  

    28.  SAW MILL  

    29.  STORE 

    30.  LAKE  

    31.  HOSPITAL  

    36.  MINE  

    37.  BRIDGE  

    38.  BROTHEL  

    39.  CEMETERY  

    40.  RESTAURANT  

    41.  PRISON

    42.  ROOMING HOUSE  

    43.  PARK  

    44.  OTHER HOUSE  

    45.  STATE BUILDING  

    46.  BLACKSMITH SHOP 

    47.  OTHER BUSINESS  

    48.  STABLE OR CORRAL

    49.  STAGE OR RR STATION  

    50.  DANCE HALL  

    51.  OTHER BUILDING

    52.  CABIN (RURAL)

    53.  ASYLUM

    99.  UNKNOWN
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CODEBOOK

INDICTMENT CODE SHEET (INDCAL file)
VARIABLE # AND VARIABLE LABEL
1.
NAME
(CHARACTER FIELD)

2.
CASENUMBER 

3.
ETHNIC
1.  WHITE (OTHER THAN HISPANIC)

2.  HISPANIC 

3.  NATIVE AMERICAN

4.  ORIENTAL  

5.  AFRICAN-AMERICAN

4.
CRIME
1.  MURDER 1ST 

2.  MURDER 2ND 

3.  MANSLAUGHTER 

4.  MURDER (DEGREE UNKNOWN)

9.  UNKNOWN

5.
COURT
1.  SUPERIOR

2.  DISTRICT

6.
DATE
1.  YEAR/MONTH

7.
PLEA
1.  GUILTY

2.  NOT GUILTY

3.  PLEA BARGAIN

9.  UNKNOWN

8.
TRIALLENG (TRIAL LENGTH=NUMBER OF DAYS)

99.  UNKNOWN


9.
VERDICT
1.  GUILTY

2.  NOT GUILTY

3.  DISMISSED

4.  NO VERDICT

5.  INSANE

9.  UNKNOWN

10.
GUILTYOF
1.  1ST DEGREE MURDER

2.  2ND DEGREE MURDER

3.  MANSLAUGHTER

9.  UNKNOWN

11.
SENTENCE
1.  1 TO 5 YEARS

2.  6 TO 10 YEARS

3.  11 TO 15 YEARS

4.  16 TO 20 YEARS

5.  21 TO 25 YEARS

6.  26 TO 30 YEARS

7.  31 TO 40 YEARS

8.  LIFE

    10.  DEATH

    11.  INSANE ASYLUM

    99.  UNKNOWN

12.
COUNTY
1.  SAN DIEGO

3.  SANTA BARBARA

4.  SAN LUIS OBISPO

    11.  SACRAMENTO

    12.  SAN JOAQUIN

    21.  CALAVERAS

    22.  TUOLUMNE
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CODE BOOK

PRISON CODE SHEET (SAN QUENTIN AND FOLSOM PRISONS) (PRISCAL file)
VARIABLE # AND VARIABLE LABEL

     1.   NAME (CHARACTER FIELD)

     2.   SEX

          1.  MALE

          2.  FEMALE

          9.  UNKNOWN

     3.   ETHNIC

          1.  WHITE (OTHER THAN HISPANIC)

          2.  HISPANIC  

          3.  NATIVE AMERICAN

          4.  ORIENTAL  

          5.  AFRICAN‑AMERICAN

     4.   NATIVITY

          1.  CALIFORNIA

          2.  MEXICO

          3.  WEST

          4.  MIDWEST

          5.  SOUTH

          6.  NORTHEAST

          7.  IRELAND

          8.  ENGLAND

          9.  SCOTLAND

         10.  ITALY

         11.  FRANCE

         12.  GERMANY

         13.  SCANDANAVIAN

         14.  RUSSIA

         15.  OTHER EUROPE

         16.  CHINA

         17.  JAPAN

         18.  PHILIPPINES

         19.  SOUTH AMERICA

         20.  AFRICA

         21.  AUSTRALIA

         22.  CANADA     

         30.  OTHER US (REGION UNKNOWN)

         99.  UNKNOWN

     5.   CRIME

          1.  MURDER 1ST 

          2.  MURDER 2ND 

          3.  MANSLAUGHTER 

          4.  MURDER (DEGREE UNKNOWN)

          9.  UNKNOWN

     6.   YRRECEIVED  (YEAR/MONTH)

     7.   SENTENCE

          1.  1 TO 2 YEARS

          2.  3 TO 5 YEARS

          3.  6 TO 10 YEARS

          4.  11 TO 20 YEARS

          5.  21+ YEARS

          6.  LIFE

          7.  DEATH

          9.  UNKNOWN

     8.   AGE

          99.  UNKNOWN

     9.   COUNTY

          1.  SAN DIEGO  

          2.  LOS ANGELES 

          3.  SANTA BARBARA  

          4.  SAN LUIS OBISPO  

          5.  MONTEREY  

          6.  SANTA CRUZ  

          7.  SANTA CLARA  

          8.  ALAMEDA

          9.  CONTRA COSTA  

         10.  SAN FRANCISCO 

         11.  SACRAMENTO 

         12.  SAN JOAQUIN  

         13.  STANISLAUS  

         14.  MERCED

         15.  FRESNO  

         16.  KINGS  

         17.  NEVADA  

         18.  PLACER  

         19.  EL DORADO 

         20.  AMADOR

         21.  CALAVERAS  

         22.  TUOLUMNE  

         23.  MARIPOSA  

         24.  ALPINE  

         25.  BUTTE

         26.  COLUSA  

         27.  DEL NORTE  

         28.  GLENN  

         29.  HUMBOLDT  

         30.  INYO  

         31.  KERN

         32.  LAKE  

         33.  LASSEN  

         34.  MADERA  

         35.  MARIN  

         36.  MENDOCINO  

         37.  MODOC

         38.  MONO  

         39.  NAPA  

         40.  ORANGE  

         41.  PLUMAS  

         42.  RIVERSIDE  

         43.  SAN BENITO

         44.  SAN BERNARDINO  

         45.  SAN MATEO  

         46.  SHASTA  

         47.  SIERRA  

         48.  SISKIYOU  

         49.  SOLANO  

         50.  SUTTER  

         51.  TEHAMA  

         52.  TRINITY  

         53.  VENTURA  

         54.  YOLO

         55.  YUBA  

         56.  SONOMA  

         57.  TULARE  

         58.  IMPERIAL

         99.  UNKNOWN

     10.  OCCUP  (OCCUPATION)

          1.  LABORER  

          2.  FARMER  

          3.  RANCHER  

          4.  MERCHANT  

          5.  COWBOY  

          6.  SHEEP HERDER  

          7.  SOLDIER  

          8.  SAILOR  

          9.  BARTENDER  

          10. OTHER TRADE

          12. HOUSEWIFE

          13. PROSTITUTE  

          14. LAWYER  

          15. COOK  

          16. BUTCHER  

          17. TEAMSTER  

          18. RR WORKER  

          19. MINER  

          20. HOTEL KEEPER  

          21. BAR OWNER  

          22. CLERICAL  

          23. TEACHER  

          24. TRANSIENT  

          25. FISHERMAN  

          26. NURSE

          27. STUDENT  

          28. DOMESTIC  

          29. DRUGGIST  

          30. DOCTOR  

          31. STORE CLERK  

          32. BAKER  

          33. BARBER  

          34. WAITER  

          35. LAUNDRY  

          36. MUSICIAN  

          37. DENTIST  

          38. SHOEMAKER  

          39. MECHANIC  

          40. BLACKSMITH  

          41. CARPENTER  

          42. PREACHER  

          44. HARNESS MAKER  

          45. GARDENER  

          46. SALESMAN  

          47. TAILOR  

          48. STEAMBOAT RUNNER  

          49. DISHWASHER

          50. PORTER          

          99. UNKNOWN

     11.  DISPO  (DISPOSITION)

          1.  ESCAPED

          2.  ESCAPED/RECAPTURED

          3.  KILLED 

          4.  DIED

          5.  SENT TO ASYLUM

          6.  SENT TO FOLSOM

          7.  PARDONED

          8.  RELEASED TO COURT

          9.  RELEASED

         10.  EXECUTED

         11.  SUICIDE

         12.  SENTENCE COMMUTED

         14.  PRESIDENTIAL PARDON

         99.  UNKNOWN

     12.  YRRELEASED

     13.  YRSSERVED

          99.  UNKNOWN
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