Florida Homicides – Franklin County (Apalachicola, St. Joseph)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1832
No records found

CHECK “Pardons”

n..d.:  William Mead fG manslaughter in Franklin County, 10 months & 10 stripes.  Stripes remitted by Governor Broome

CHECK “Escapes”

n.d.:  Asa Ferris, Simpson Vaughan, and David Wooden m. John Butterworth in Franklin Co.  Broke Gadsden County jail.






FRANKLIN
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1836, Sept. 23




Three Brothers, FRANKLIN

P
TRACT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE SON by FATHER
Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS or RESISTING ARREST {mistook son for an officer]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Elaby
VICTIM(s):
William Elaby (his son)

Weapon:  shotgun:  24 buckshot in victim’s body.

Circumstances:  at Three Brothers on the Apalachicola River, where TE lived.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  no

Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Charleston Courier, 10/15/1836, dtl. St. Joseph, 9/28:  “Horrible Murder” – TE shot & killed his son.  The second murder committed within 3 months by “this fiend in human shape.”  Hopes sufficient reward will be offered to capture this “demon.”  TE came to FL from NC, where the Governor has offered a $1000 reward for his capture.  “He killed another there.  The atrocities of which he is guilty have grown out of his continued fear, that every person who approaches him is an officer of justice.”  The murder occurred as his son and a friend approached the old man’s house.  In an “inexplicable rage the father fired at them and hit the son.  The other escaped.  The unfortunate son was rolled on a sheet and put in a hole only a foot underground and while his bereaved wife and children were uniting over his grave, old Elaby cursed them, and told them they had no cause to mourn, as he would support them.  We understand that the brother of the deceased has been up and brought away the family.”  From the Telegraph.
“Murder and Self-Murder, Account of the Murder of His Son by Thomas C. Elaby, Living at Three Brothers on the Apalachicola River.”  The New Yorker, 10/22/1836, v. 2: 78.  Reel 1090.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas Elaby
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:

at least 1 son
Occupation:



Town:


Three Rivers, FRA
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William Elaby
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m
Children:

several children
Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, May 5




FRANKLIN

VOUCHER
FILE
P
PROC (P)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM WHITE by RUNAWAY SLAVES
Motive:  RESISTING CAPTURE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Caesar, a slave of John H. Watson; Richard; and Sam Jones (aka Hunter)
VICTIM(s):
Robert Herrin [aka Herring aka Herron]

Weapon:  H & C drove RH into a creek, beat him with a paddle, and drowned him.  [blunt]  Died instantly.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  Caesar 12/1839:  fG.  To hang.  Hanged.  Hunter:  escaped, 8/1839.
Legal Records:  


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, Fo. 4

Certificate of Trial, 12/1839:  fG of murder of Robert Herrin.  To hang.  Values at $250.  Certified by Samuell Comach, 4/5/1842.  Owner:  John H. Watson, who transferred the certificate to P. W. Couter, Marshal, in payment of a fine.

Certificate of value, 4/15/1842

Territorial Court of Appeals Case Files, RG 970, Ser. 73, Box 3, Fo. 75:  Territory v. Caesar, a slave, 1/30/1840
Indictment:  Hunter “did chase, drive, push, cast, and throw into a certain creek” RH.  H & C got into a boat and chased RH while he was swimming away.  H & C then apprehended RH and beat him with a paddle until he was “bruised, stunned, wounded and disabled” and H then choked, suffocated, and drowned RH.  Died instantly.

John W. Watson, Caesar’s owner, said through his attorney that C. M. Amos, late resident of Franklin County and still a resident of Florida, “is a material witness for the defendant and he was not subpoenaed to attend this Court.  Says witness can prove” that another material witness “is lying.”  Asks for extention.

Newspaper:  

Apalachicola Gazette, 5/10/1838:  Runaway ad for Richard & Caesar:  Richard “stout well-made, large head, neck and eyes . . . rather downcast look when speaking to a white person, has with him plenty of clothes and money.”  $20 reard for deliverty to Steamboat Ellen.  Caesar:  “known generally as a pilot on the river.”  One eye.  $20 reward for delivery.  Both negroes are supposed to be together and well known by men employed on all the steamers.  Masters of steamboats are particularly requested to have them secured.  John Jenkins, St. Bf. Ellen

Pensacola Gazette, 4/20/1839:  Runaway ad for Hunter.  “At Muckasukee, a negro boy named Hunter, but passes by the name of Sam Jones, and has a pass to hire his own time, purporting to be from a man named Brown of Georgia, was employed last summer by a man named Shannon at Apalachicola.”  72” tall, “very likely, speaks rather quick, and when spoken to is rather inclined to stutter.”  John D. Parish, Tallahassee, 3/29/1839.

Pensacola Gazette 6/22/1839:  Hunter captured and advertised as a captured runaway by Sessee C. Allen, Sheriff, E. County, apprehended 6/19.

Apalachicola Gazette, 5/11/1839:  “A desperate rencontre occurred on Sunday last, between several individuals of this county, and a gang of runaway negroes, whose camp they came upon unawares.  A Mr. Herring, Mr. Hollis, and another individual, residing about 12 miles from this city, on the east side of the river, while cattle hunting, came upon a settlement of runaway negroes.  The first of the gang discovered was a fellow named Cesar, well known in this city as a desperate outlaw, and belonging to Gen. Watson, of Columbus, Ga.  He was immediately seized upon; but he proved to be well armed with knives and pistols.  A deadly struggle ensued; others of the gang came to his assistance; during the rencontre Mr. Herring was killed being shockingly cut and mangled; another of the party had his arm broke with a bludgeon, and was otherwise severely injured.  Mr. Hollis says he was engaged with the fellow Cesar, and gave him many severe stabs in the side and back with his hunting knife, which he thinks must prove fatal.  The Sheriff of the county, with a posse, has gone in pursuit of the outlaws.”

Apalachicola Gazette, 8/14/1839:  Escape of Hunter, jailed for murder of Herrin.  “What renders his escape very mysterious is that in addition to being heavily ironed, two very vigilant sentinels were constantly posted over them . . . in whose possession were the keys which unlocked their fetters.  Yet the boys unlocked their chains and walked off before the face of the guard, it would seem, carrying the keys along with them.  This affair to say the least of it, is mysterious, very.”  The “boy” confined as a runaway slave has since come back and given himself up.

Floridian 11/2/1839:  Proclamation for capture of Hunter, signed by Governor R. K. Call, 10/16/1839.  $200 reward.  70” tall, “very black, has an impediment in his speech, and has scars of three gun shot wounds in his left shoulder.  He is a tolerably likely negro, and speaks quickly when spoken to.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Caesar

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


40

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of General John H. Watson of Columbus, GA; a steamboat 




pilot

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Sam Jones (aka Hunter)
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m


Age:


adult
Literate:



Phys char:



70” or 72”

Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of the estate of Richard Parish, deceased; hired his own




 time
Town:


Muckasukee; had worked previous summer for a man named




 Shannon in Apalachicola
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Richard

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m
67”
175 lbs.
Age:


29
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of E. Lathrop; worked on the steamboat Ellen
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Robert Herrin
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1840]




FRANKLIN

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [WORK OFFICER by SAILOR]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Fowler (an Englishman)
VICTIM(s):
the mate of the brig. Planter

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  probably self-defense

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 


Court proceedings:  4/1840 in Franklin County:  fG manslaughter.  6 months in jail.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Apalachicola Gazette 4/8/1840:  “appeared to have been committed in self defense, found guilty of manslaughter and sentenced to 6 months solitary confinement.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Fowler 
Ethnicity:

English
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[sailor of the brig. Planter]
Town:




Birthplace:

b. England
Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

the mate of the brig. Planter
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1843, Feb. 26




Apalachicola, FRANKLIN

P
Class:   probably
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL over place in boarding house
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
evening
Days to death:  1

SUSPECT(s):
___ Ellerby
VICTIM(s):
___ Skipington

Weapon:  [sharp]  stabbed in several places – fatal wound in the abdomen.  Died on Monday.

Circumstances:  assailant applied to Mrs. McDermott for a place in her boarding house.  Mrs. McDermott told assailant that she could have a place for him in a day or two, but the victim, one of the borders, told assailant that “he dare not come here to live,” and pushed him out the door.  E & a companion returned later, S & a companion chased them, and a street fight broke out between them, in which E stabbed S.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser 3/4/1843:  “Last Sunday evening was profaned by a most brutal street row, which terminated in the death of one of the parties.  I appears from the evidence that a man by the name of Ellerby accompanied by an unknown person, proceeded a little after dark to an Irish boarding house, kept by Mrs. McDermott, in the upper part of town, for the purpose of obtaining board.  The keeper of the house told Ellerby that she would be able to do so on the following Tuesday or Wednesday.  While these remarks were being made, a person calling himself Skipington got up, and remarked that Ellerby dare not come here to live, and either kicked or pushed Ellerby out of the house, and then closed the door.  


Shortly after Ellerby with his companion returned and called upon the persons in the house to open the door, upon which Skipington with another man rushed out, and pursued Ellerby and his companion as far as Gujon’s Cotton press, when upon overtaking them a regular fight ensued, during which Ellerby stabbed Skipington in several places; one of the wounds in the abdomen terminating fatally with the rash unfortunate wretch on Monday night last.  Ellerby was admitted to bail in the sum of four hundred dollars.


There has been several of these cutting, stabbing, cotton hood affairs enacted in this city of late, tho none have been so bloody a termination – yet it is high time they were all put to an end to, by the rigid prosecution and punishment of the offenders, for it is to such outrages committed by the lower classes that we may attribute the unenviable blood thirsty character upon the South.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___ Ellerby m. 
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Skipington
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1845, Apr.  25




Fort Gadsden, FRANKLIN

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    WORK EMPLOYER by EMPLOYEE
Motive:  PROPERTY DISPUTE over ownership of canoe
Intox?:  yes, both
Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
___ Field
VICTIM(s):
Samuel Price

Weapon:  shotgun blast to chest.  Died almost instantly.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  jailed
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser 5/3/1845:  “A man by the name of Samuel Price – engaged in cutting and selling wood – hired some months since, another by the name of Field to assist him in getting his wood to market.  Friday being a leisure day with them, it was devoted to whiskey drinking and other enjoyments, but as the day waned and the whiskey worked, a quarrel arose between them about the ownership of a canoe, when Price – the true owner – determined to destroy it, rather than yield his right to Field, and proceeded to do so by means of an axe:  whereupon Field went back to the house, obtained a double barreled gun, returned to the landing, and without further words level the gun and fired a load of buck-shot into the breast of Price, which killed him almost instantly.  Field came to this place on Sunday last, surrendered himself to the proper authorities and in now in our County jail.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___ Field
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

woodchopper / teamster for SP
Town:


near Fort Gadsden
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Price
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

woodchopper / business cutting and selling wood
Town:


near Fort Gadsden
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1853




near Apalachicola, FRANKLIN

P
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
unknown person
VICTIM(s):
unknown person

Weapon:  shot [gun]

Circumstances:  found on the beach a mile from Apalachicola

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal 5/14/1853:  Correspondence, murder in Apalachicola:  “The body of man was found on the beach about a mile from here, which was performed with a ball, and led to the supposition that a murder had been committed.  A man has been arrested on suspicion who is now undergoing an examination before a justice of the peace.”  D.

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1854]




FRANKLIN

VOUCHER
PARDON

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Joseph Brazillia [Brazillo]
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  [murder]

Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG manslaughter.  $200 fine & costs.
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 6, Franklin Co. in Jackson Co. folder. FSArchives.


fG of manslaughter.  $200 & costs.

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #244, 234; #249, 238.  FSAr.

Remission of $200 fine.  Fine suspended for 1 year and JB to be released on payment of costs, James Broome, 6/16/1854 [later released because he could not even pay costs, 9/5/1854]
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joseph Brazillia
Ethnicity:



Race:


[hisp]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1856, Oct. 6




FRANKLIN

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Patrick Lovett, Eugene Labatat, Richard Riols, and Seth Cleveland
VICTIM(s):
John Shanley

Weapon:  stick and knife [sharp]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 12/1856

Court proceedings:  12/1856:  PL & RR fNG.
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 2, Fo. 6, Franklin Co. FSArchives.

Coroner’s inquest:  JS “came to his death by mortal wounds inflicted with a stick and knife used by” the suspects.  John Smith, coroner.  L & R fNG, 12/1856 term.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Patrick Lovett, Eugene Labatat, Richard Riols, and Seth Cleveland
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Shanley
Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, Dec. 20




FRANKLIN

FILE
VOUCHER

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  ABUSE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
James O’Connor
VICTIM(s):
Bridgett O’Connor (his wife)

Weapon:  knife wound to left side of head [sharp].  Died instantly.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  Change of venue to Jackson County.  fG & sentenced to hang 6/29/1860.  Escaped while waiting to hear his appeal to the Florida Supreme Court.  Captured on 9/20/1860.
NOTE:  see pardons:  JOC fG of keeping a disorderly house.  $10 fine.  Pardoned by Governor Browne.
Legal Records:  


Jackson County case file

Record from Franklin Circuit Court 4/12/1859:  fG.  Prisoner asked for a new trial but was denied.  JOC’s council asked for a new trial on several grounds:

1) 2 jurors were allowed to leave the jury room while the jurors were deliberating, left the court house several times and were allowed to go in the public street and without being in the company of the jurors.
2) the bailiff, upon checking on the jurors when they were deliberating returned to the room and said “’you are a hell of a set of fellows’ (meaning thereby) because they had not found a verdict and one juror replied tat he would stay here until my toe nails dropp off . . .”

3) one juror was not a citizen of the United States

4) the jurors did “examine and read in their jury room while they were deliberating on their verdict.  The criminal authorities and the criminal law which had been read by counsel in the case and did examine for themselves a large number of criminal law books in the jury room, without consent of the prisoner.

5) One of the jurors Martin Carrigan had made a bet of a pair of shoes with one John Lovett prior to the trial that the prisoner would be hung, which fact was not known to the counsel or to the prisoner or to any either of them prior to the verdict being received.

6) Verdict contrary to law and evidence and charge of the court
7) Jiury not drawn enpannelled & sworn according to law

8) Jury not summoned according to law.  Special venue ordered 80 jurors, only 71 called




NOTES SKIP 9 & 10

11) jury not placed under the care of the bailiff

12)  Edward Carpenter the coroner that examined the body was a juror.  Prisoner believed him incompetent.



Testimony as to Grounds for Retrial
John Milligan, bailiff:  “I had charge of the jury most of the time.”   Mentioned to Mr. Carrigan “you are a terrible set of fellows in there.  He said we can’t agree no chance to agree.”  I said don’t tell me anything at all about it.  I don’t want to know anything you have to tell as juryman for I am sworn not to say anything to you nor you to me.  Says he forgot all about it.  I told him not to say anything more and he did not.  He said Cullen and him were holding out.  (This he told voluntarily . . . but I am afraid he will give out as he is hungrey, as for me I will stay here until my toe nails drop off before I give in another inch.”  Did not notice the jury examining books.  Conversation was at the foot of the steps that lead down from the Court room, he went out to get water.  Saw no one try to talk to him.

Martin Carrigan:  Doesn’t remember the expresson of Milligan that we were a terrible set of fellows.  “I was coming up the stairs buttoning up my pants he asked how do you stand & I said tentative.  Cullen & J.  He upbraided me for having talked at all.  He said nothing to influence my verdict.

William Petry, Sr.:  said his son the juror was born in Bavaria is near 23 now and came to the U.S. in 1840, never took out naturalization papers but he [the son?] did.

Mr. John Gorrie:  he saw several Jurors out side the Court house out of the company of any official officer and we told him that they had examined law books and “amused themselves by reading books, they had nothing else to do.”

Mr. Lucas, Deputy Sheriff:  he entered jury room and found 11 or dozen books there some open, he closed them.
Martin Carrigan:  “I did not see any reading the law books, but for amusement & to keep them from sleeping.  I do not know that the jury read any of the law used in the argument . . . “

Thomas Mathews:  he had to leave room “to answer the call of nature and that he went out in the street about forty or fifty yards from the Jury Room.”  Asked Bailiff to go with him.  Bailiff said he could not.  Did not converse with him while outside.
John Lovett:  Carrigan said to Lovett in April or March that prisoner would be hung.  Lovett disagreed and they bet a hat or a pair of shoes on it and shook hands to that effect.  “I bet in earnest.”  Never spoke of the bet since that day and I never mentioned the matter until after the prisoner was found guilty.
Martin Carrigan, a juror:  testified that some time during the year he was in Conversation with several persons in regard to this case and the question of the prisoners guilt or innoscence [sic] was brought up, and one Lovett offered to bet that the prisoner would not be hung and juror said he would bet him that he was already “‘well hung’” meaning thereby that he was well hung in an animal sense in the form of nature that the said bet was made in jest.  That Juror had not since thought of it & that it did not occur to him during the trial, and did not in the least influence his verdict.  The juror said that was the only bet he made.

Mrs. Vashit Mattos:  Had lived near O’Connor and ‘Bddy’ his wife one day at 2:00 she heard a screaming while she was working in her Garden.  She was screaming for Mr. Mattos to save her from her husband but he was not home.  “Her husband took hold of her and told her she might yell and scream but he would finish her before tomorrow morning if she went to go in the house .. . she said kill me Jim, Kill me but I’ll go in.  This was at the house where they were living at the time.  He had her by the hair dragging her around the end of the house, and this was the last I saw until I saw her dead the next morning.  Said she helped shroud her, had “gashes and bruises all over the body when I saw it after her death, one gash over the right eye and another bad cut ranging down the face, wound in the nose as though it might have been done with a piece of iron.  Saw bed & pillows dripping with blood.  Also saw a bloody knife taken from up the Chimney.  Lived in a 2 room shanty.  Blood all over the floor.”

Mrs. Picketts:  saw O’Conner grabhis wife by the hair and drag her into the house about 2:00.  Body found about 80 or 100 yards from the house.
Doctor Hunter:  post-mortem examination:  a chop with a knife over the right eye – extending form the eye brow & upward to about the edge of the hair.  2 other long slashes.  10 wounds in head in all.  Abdomen much bruised.  Nose appeared to be stricken with a heavy missle [sic] or with a brick.  Neck, legs, hands & feet & left thigh, much bruised, the last as if with a boot or shoe.  Saw in the hose pools of blood and saw evidence of attempts to cleanse the floor.
“Thereupon the Court refused the motion for a new trial to which ruling of the Court, the prisoner by his counsel excepts – and assigns all and each and every of the forgoing exceptions as Error and prays the Court to sign & seal this his bill of exceptions and assignment of errors.  J. J. Finley, 11/16/1859.

Sentenced to hang on 12/13/1859

Prisoner ordered to jail to await the news of the Supreme Court on whether they will agree to heare [sic] his case.

The Writ of Error was denied by the Supreme Court.

Prisoner by his attorney claims he was denied a Constitutional right by the Supreme Court because he was not present at the Court in Tallahasse.  “The prisoner claiming that he has been denied of a Constitutional Right under the Constitution of the United Stats by the highest tribunal of the State of Florida and is desirous of applying to the supreme Court of the United States for an adjudication of this question.:”  D. F. Holland, Counsel for Prisoner.

Trial record 23 pages.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 2, Fo. 6, Franklin Co. FSArchives.



11/1859 term:  fG.  Case remanded to Supreme Court.  Schedule of costs.
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 1, Fo. 2, Calhoun Co. FSArchives.

Schedule of costs.  Held in Jackson Co., change of venue granted to Franklin County.  Verdict not stated.

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #224, 206.  FSAr.

Remission of $10 fine.  JO’C fG of keeping a disorderly house.  Th. Brown, 5/31/1853.

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian 4/21/1860:  From the Apalachicola Times, 4/13:  State v. JOC taken up by Circuit Court in “this county.”  Appealed to the Supreme Court upon a writ of errors.  “We learn that the cause of the prisoner was argued with great ability by D. P. Holland, Es., but the motion for a new trial was denied by the Court.  The duty now devolves upon the Circuit Court of this County to re-sentence the prisoner at the May session, and it is probable he will be executed in June next.”

Fernandina East Floridian 6/7/1860:  From the Apalachicola Times:  JOC fG of murder.  To hang in Apalachicola on 6/29.

Fernandina East Floridian 9/6/1860:  JOC and 2 others broke Apalachicola jail.  JOC had been sentenced to death for murder of his wife.  $300 reward offered, 8/16/1860.  From the Apalachicola Times.


Fernandina East Floridian 10/11/1860:  JOC surrendered on 9/20.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James O’Connor
Ethnicity:

Irish
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Bridgett
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Bridgett O’Connor
Ethnicity:

Irish
Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m. James
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1860]




FRANKLIN

VOUCHER

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James King
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 


Court proceedings:  11/1860:  fNG
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 2, Fo. 6, Franklin Co. FSArchives.



fNG 11/1860 term

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James King
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








