Florida Homicides – Hernando County (DeSoto, Bayport, Pierceville, Brooksville)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1845

No court minutes books, case files, etc.





HERNANDO
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1846]




HERNANDO

VOUCHER

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Clary
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder


Term: 1846


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 6.  Benton County but in Jackson County folder.  FSArchives.



Ignored, 1846

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas Clary

Ethnicity:



Race:


w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1851]




HERNANDO

VOUCHER

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Crawford
VICTIM(s):
___ Crawford (his wife)

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 1852


Court proceedings:  1855:  transferred to absentee docket [probably escaped]
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 3. Hernando County. FSArchives.



1852, Hernando



1855, transferred to absentee docket



Murdered his wife

Schedule of costs of jail of Tampa for keeping Crawford in jail, 9/3 to 10/17/1851.  Says Hernando jail unfinished.  (folder 4, Hillsborough County)

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Crawford

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Crawford

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:

m. William

Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1854, June 14




HERNANDO

PROC (GOVT & P)
VOUCHER

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Charmick J. Selph and William Selph
VICTIM(s):
Thomas Stanfield

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  9/5/1854:  escaped from jail in Hernando County.  Fall term, 1856:  transferred to absentee docket.
Legal Records:  

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1, #250, 251, 254-5, 239-40

CJS:  broke out of jail in Hernando County.  $100 reward.  Stout-built, little stoop shouldered, dark hair, blue eyes, slow of speech, resolute manner, downcast countenance.  Governor James Broome, 10/5/1854.

WS:  broke out of jail in Hernando County.  $100 reward.  Slender made, dark hair, blue eyes, quick spoken downcast countenance.  James Broome, 10/5/1854.

Update:  believed to have fled to Georgia.  Haley Blocker appointed special agent to receive them.  Governor James Broome, 5/3/1855.

Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 4, Fo. 3. Leon County. FSArchives.



Sundry expenses related to CS, 2/1855 
Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 3. Hernando County. FSArchives.

Schedule of costs.  WS & CJS committed in Desoto, Hernando County, for murdering TS on 6/14/1854.  In jail from 6/18 to 9/5/1854.  80 days at $0.40 per day for $64.  Fall term 1856 transferred to absentee docket.

Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 2. Hamilton County. FSArchives.



CS served as jailor and constable of Hamilton County, 1852-3

Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 3. Hernando County. FSArchives.

WS:  assault & battery, 11/1851 term, Hernando County.  Dismissed on motion of defendant this term for want of responsible prosecutor.  Also indicted for gaming, 1852.

Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal, 10/7/1854; Jacksonville Florida News, 10/14/1854:  ditto both proclamations.

Floridian and Journal, 2/24/1855:  “The two Selphs, who were confined in the jail of Hernando Co. in this state for murder, but escaped have been arrested in Enfoula, Alabama, and brought back, and are now confined in the Leon county Jail.  We understand that they made to their captors a full confession of the murder, which in their own language, was committed by them “without hope of reward or fear of punishment.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Charmick J. Selph

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

66”

Age:


24

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[possibly a constable and jailor in Hamilton County, 1852-3]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

William Selph

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

72”

Age:


27

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[involving in gambling in Hernando County, 1852]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas Stanfield

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1855]




HERNANDO

VOUCHER

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Nicholas Branch
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 1855


Court proceedings:  Spring term, 1856:  transferred to Hillsborough County
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 3. Hernando County. FSArchives.



1855, Hernando



Transferred to Hillsborough County, Spring Term, 1856

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Nicholas Branch

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, Oct. 8




HERNANDO

P
NOTE:  the identity of the murderer appears clear, but was he acting on behalf of the victim’s wife and son-in-law?

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD MASTER by SLAVE [or MARITAL SPOUSE by WIFE and 


STEP-SON (aided and abetted by slave)]
Motive:  ROBBERY [or INHERITANCE]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Hampton (a slave of Albert Clark)
VICTIM(s):
Albert Clark [perhaps at the instigation of James Body (step-son of AC) and Mrs. Clarke (wife of AC)]

Weapon:  shot [gun]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  examined by “the citizens of the County,” convicted & confessed.  Hanged on 10/12.  James Boyd and Mrs. Clarke jailed on suspicion of instigating the murder.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian 10/18/1860:  Mr. Albert Clark, “a well known and most respectable citizen” of Hernando County, was murdered.  “Mr. Clark had visited Brooksville in the morning for the purpose of placing a daughter at school, and when on his return was shot by some person secreted in a hammock adjoining the road.  Mr. Clark was thrown or fell from the carriage and the horses taking fright ran away and were stopped at the plantation of a neighbor, who, upon examining the carriage discovered traces of blood, and summoning assistance soon discovered the body of the deceased.  The pockets of the victim had been rifled and everything of value removed.” . . .

P.S.-- . . . suspicion having been directed to some of the negroes of Mr. Clark, . . . an investigation was held by the citizens of the county, which resulted in the conviction and subsequent confession of one of the negroes.  The culprit ‘Hampton’ ws brought into Brooksville on the 12th inst., and having made a speech on the gallows, admitting his guilt and the justice of his punishment, was executed in front of the Court-house, and in the presence of a large number of citizens.”

Floridian and Journal 11/10/1860:  Sat. last, “the citizens of Hernando County . . . hung Hamp, . . . for being the immediate cause of the death of his master.  The negro confessed that he was promised two hundred dollards by James Boyd (a step-son of the deceased) and Mrs. Clarke (decedent’s wife)--$100 respectively—as a compensation for taking the life of his master, and that he committed the act (as stated last week) accordingly.  Boyd and Mrs. Clarke are now in charge of the people closely guarded; and it is to behoped evidence will be found sufficient to convict them by law as accessories; the conviction of their guilt with the people is already a fixed fact.  From the Tampa Peninsula, 10/27/1860.

Floridian and Journal, 11/24/1860:  “The investigation of the circumstances attending the recent murder of A. Clarke in Hernando County resulted in the commitment of ___ Boyd, a stepson of the deceased.”


Tampa Florida Peninsular, 10/20 & 27/1860, 11/3/1860

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Hampton 
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of Albert Clark
Town:


HERN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

James Boyd

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter’s son

Town:


HERN

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Mrs. Clarke

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Ac

Children:



Occupation:

planter’s wife

Town:


HERN

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Albert Clark
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:

at least one school-aged daughter
Occupation:

planter
Town:


HERN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, [Dec.]




Brooksville, HERNANDO
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
VIGILANTISM – suspected of killing his master
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Hampton

Cause of death:  [hanged]  [phys]

Circumstances:   confessed, hanged without trial

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:

See references in the Clark homicide
Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 199, 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Hampton
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Albert Clark
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








