Calhoun County, Florida Homicides
(St. Joseph, Iola, Abe Springs Bluff, Blountstown)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1838:  no court records found

CHECK:  Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 198.  The Calhoun County War, circa 1860.  Were there more than two homicides?  Ask Mike.





CALHOUN
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1838, [May]




CALHOUN
PROC (P)
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Jesse Goodman
VICTIM(s):
___ Goodman (his wife)

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Tallahassee Florida Watchman, 9/8/1838:  Proclamation for arrest of Jesse Goodman, formerly of Tennessee, but late of St. Joseph, West Florida, for the murder of his wife, alleged to have been committed in St. Joseph.  $200 reward.  6’ 1”, slim made, down look, sallow complexion, sharp black eyes, slight stoop in his shoulder, will probably try to make escape to Tennessee.
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Jesse Goodman
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:


73”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:



Town:


St. Joseph, CAL
Birthplace:

formerly from Tennessee
Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ Goodman
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Jesse
Children:



Occupation:



Town:


St. Joseph, CAL
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1839]




CALHOUN
P

NOTE:  not in the Jackson Co. court records.

NOTE:  uncertain whether the murderer was CP or WR – more likely, actually, that it was WR.
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Raffenburgh [or Charles Passmore]
VICTIM(s):
___ Allen

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  10/1839:  Jackson Co.

Court proceedings:  10/1839t:  fNG.
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
St. Joseph Times, 4/21/1840:  “At the October Term, 1839, of Jackson Superior Court, Charles Passmore was arraigned and tried for the murder of a man named Allen—Raffenburgh was the only witness against him, and his evidence as to the guilt of Passmore was positive, but the jury disbelieving the supported testimony of Raffenburgh, brought in a verdict of acquittal.”  When CP & others threatened to lynch R after the trial for testifying against him, R allegedly “replied that he had done so to save himself, but that if he would spare his life he would make any atonement in his power.”

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:

Charles Passmore
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

William Raffensburgh
Ethnicity:

German
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

merchant -- store owner
Town:


Ochesee, CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ Allen
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


[CALHOUN]
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1839, [Oct. or Nov.]




Ochesee, CALHOUN
P
PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

PETITION

VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
REVENGE on witness
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Charles Passmore, William Passmore (brother of CP), and King Gill, and James Ward
VICTIM(s):
William Raffensburgh

Cause of death:  [long gun] shot in back with rifle and musket balls.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   revenge for victim’s testimony against CP at a murder trial Jackson Co., 10/1839 term.  R allegedly confessed to his lynchers that he had perjured himself to “save himself” – implying that he, R, was in fact the murderer.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  4/1840:  Calhoun Co. Ct.

Court proceedings:  CP & WP:  fG.  DEATH.  To hang 5/15/1840.  Sentenced suspended, pending outcome of appeal.
Legal records:  
Petition of the Citizens of Calhoun Co. for the Relief of John Bunch, from Ochesee, 12/16/1846, 19th century Florida Legislature.  RG 915, Ser. 887, Box 2, fo. 6.
“A case of more violence and cruelty than can perhaps be found elsewhere received in the annals of criminal preponderance.”  John Bunch petitioned the Governor for a remission of a fine imposed on him for carrying arms secretly.  Found guilty and fined $50.  Said he wore his knife “outside of all his clothes . . . was used not as a weapon but as a proper instrument for the business which your petitioner was then . . . cutting a raft from the swamp where a large knife of same kind was useful in enabling him to probe his way through the swamp & underbrush and that on another occasion when your petitioner was seen with a knife . . . he was with others in pursuit of one King Gill a fugitive from justice charged as participating in the most outrageous murder notorious in this county as the Passmore murder as case of such violence & cruelty . . . “

Proclamation of R. R. Reid, 2/15/1840, Office of the Governor, Letter Books, 1836-1909.  RG 101, ser. 32, v. 2, not paginated.  FSAr.

Ditto the King Gill proclamation in the FH & SD of 3/5/1840.
Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, box 4, fo. 2.  FSAr.

Territory v. CP, WP, and James Ward for murder, 4/21/1840:  Indicted in Jackson Co., venue changed to Calhoun Co.  To John Parker for services guard for 22 days in Calhoun Co. jail in which were confined . . . .  2 of the prisoners were under the sentence of death.  . . . . Prisoners convicted of Manslaughter and another charged with murder.  22 days at $2 per day & 1 day at $1.25:  $45.25
Newspapers:

St. Joseph Times, 4/21/1840:  JPEG
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Florida Herald & Southern Democrat, 3/5/1840:  Proclamation by Robert Raymond Reid for the capture of King Gill, “who was confined in the jail of Jackson County under the charge of murder upon the body of William Raffenburg, of said County, has made his escape from said jail and is at large.”  $200 reward “for the apprehension of the said fugitive, and his safe delivery to the custsody of any jailor or other officer of the Territory . . . authorized to take charge of him.”  Signed by Reid, 2/5/1840.  19 years old, 5’ 7” or 5’ 8”, dark complexion, black hair, black eyes, partial loss of two fingers.

Quincy Sentinel, 1/1/1841; Floridian, 12/26/1840; St. Joseph Times, 1/23/1841:  Proclamation of Gov. Reed for arrest of William Passmore, murderer, escaped from Calhoun Co. jail after a sentence of death had been passed over him.  $200 reward for his safe delivery to any jailor in the Territory.  6’ 0”, light complexion, and has been affected with the white swelling in his right leg, which is much smaller than the other.  12/10/1840.

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:

Charles Passmore
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:

William Passmore
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



72”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 3:

King Gill
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


19
Phys char:



67.5”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 4:

James Ward
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

William Raffensburgh
Ethnicity:

German
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

merchant -- store owner
Town:


Ochesee, CALHOUN
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1842, May 9




Iola, CALHOUN
PROC (P)

PROC (GOV)

P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    MARITAL COMMON-LAW WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Jorardin [Gerradin]
VICTIM(s):
Lucinda Forkner

Cause of death:  [gun]  shot

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   yes:  shot by HJ.

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled
Legal records:  
Proclamation of Richard K. Call, 8/31/1842, Office of the Governor, Letter Books, 1836-1909.  RG 101, ser. 32, v. 1, n.p.  FSAr.


ditto
Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 9/10/1842:  Proclamation by the Governor of Fl. Territory for the capture of Henry Jorardin for the murder of Lucinda Forkner, who “died of a wound inflicted upon her body by shooting,” according to the coroner’s inquest.  Murder occurred on 5/9/1842.  Escaped from Calhoun Conty and has not been arrested.  $200 reward.  “Jorardin is a Frenchman and speaks the English language imperfectly, is about fifty years of age, has grey hair, light eyes, and a face much marked by the small pox.”  6’ tall and a “painter by trade.”  “has a slouching carriage.”  R. K. Call, 8/31/1842.

The Star of Florida, 9/1/1842:  ditto.

Apalachicola Journal, 9/23/1842:  “Caught.  A. Mr. Gerradin who murdered his wife at Iola some months since and for whom reward has been offered by the Governor, was taken on the steamer Florence by Messrs. McKnight and Blount, and by them to Calhoun Co.”
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Henry Jorardin [Gerradin]
Ethnicity:

French
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


50
Phys char:


72”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. common law to LF
Children:



Occupation:

painter
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Lucinda Forkner
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. common law to HJ
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1842, Summer
 [July]



CALHOUN
P

NOTE:  not in Jackson County court records


DATE:  estimate July

Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM RUNAWAY SLAVE by RUNAWAY SLAVE
Motive:  
[QUARREL] unknown cause
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Bryan
VICTIM(s):
Toney

Cause of death:  [gun]  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Apalachicola Journal, 11/12/1842:  Trial in Jackson Co. of Bryan for the murder of Toney, a fellow slave.  Jury could not agree and dismissed.  The case was transferred to Apalachicola for safe keeping; Bryan imprisoned.  There were ten or twelve runaway negroes, who were in the fork of the Chipola and Count’s [sp?] Creek.  While there, some time during the last summer, an altercation ensued, raised by Bryan, in which Bryan pointed a gun at Toney, who seized the muzzle, which was taken from him – he then begged Bryan not to shoot – whereupon Bryan leveled the gun and shot Toney through the head, producing instant death.  The evidence of the Negro, who swore to these facts, was attempted to be discredited by the counsel for the prisoner, on account of his character . . . .”
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Bryan
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Toney
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1850]




CALHOUN
VOUCHER
NOTE:  difficult to know if this is a household homicide or nondomestic:  guess the latter

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK [NONDOM] WHITE by SLAVE
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Arnold, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Elizabeth Burgess

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Fall term, 1850

Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 1, fo. 2.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.

Arnold, a slave indicted for murder in Calhoun Co. Court, 1850, for the murder of Elizabeth Burgess.  Schedule of fees for transport of prisoner to Franklin Co. jail.  Daniel Richards, constable.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.

Convicted & hung.  Schedule of costs:  passage to Apalachicola on board steamer.  Apalachicola to Blountstown & back.  Erecting gallows, hanging, 2 men as guards, burying prisoner.  Total costs:  $141.70.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Arnold 
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Elizabeth Burgess
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1853]




CALHOUN
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Calahon
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  __/1853

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 1, fo. 2.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.
Schedule of costs, verdict unstated.  William Calahon, indicted for murder in Calhoun Co., 1853
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Calahon
Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1853]




CALHOUN
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Ward [sp?]
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  __/1853

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.
State vs. William Ward [sp?], indictment for murder, 1853.  Verdict not known.  Schedule of costs.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Ward [sp?]
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1853




CALHOUN
VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Joe
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Fall term, 1853

Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 1, fo. 2.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.

Joe, a slave, indicted & executed in Calhoun Co. Court for murder.  Schedule of fees including fee of $11 for erecting gallows and $5 for making coffin and digging grave; $5 for shroud, $10 for hanging prisoner.  Schedule made out by Sheriff of Calhoun Co., Thomas Land.

Benjamin F. Parker to John Beard, 2/16/1854.  State Comptroller, Correspondence.  RG 350, ser. 554, Box 1, fo. 7.

Joe, a negro slave hung for murder, Calhoun Co.  “I have just heard from Mr. McClellon that you state that the Clerk of Calhoun did not make any report in a case in Calhoun Court in regard to ‘Joe a slave’ in which I think you are mistaken, a I was clerk at the time and recollect distinctly that I made the report and received my fees for the same.  I would also state that said Joe was hung under sentence of Court – Convicted at fall term, 1853.  I think the report is #7 or #8.  I do not recollect.”

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Joe
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1853, Oct. 1




St. Joseph, CALHOUN
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
morning
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Bryant Anderson
Cause of death:  [shotgun]  shot dead.  “Nine buck shot entered the body beneath the arm, causing almost instant death.”

Circumstances:   a known murderer & criminal, who was ambushed

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Floridian & Journal, 10/15/1853:  “Murder in Calhoun County.---Lawmen just west of the Appalachicola must have breathed a sigh of relief when they heard the following:  It is reported, says the Florida Whig of the 8th inst. That Bryant Anderson, well known throughout this region as a murderer and perpetrator of other crimes, was shot dead in Calhoun county on Saturday morning last.—The person committing the deed is said to have deliberately taken his stand for Anderson, and shot him while passing.  Nine buck shot entered the body beneath the arm, causing almost instant death.”  From the Florida Whig.
St. Augustine Ancient City, 10/22/1853:  ditto.

Jacksonville Florida News, 10/22/1853:  ditto, copied from the Marianna Whig, 10/8/1853.

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Bryant Anderson
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1855, Dec. 25




CALHOUN
FILE
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:
Christmas
Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Conner
VICTIM(s):
James David Stout

Cause of death:  [sharp] knife

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  [fled]
Legal records:  
Northern District of Florida, U. S. District Court, Box 19, bundle entitled “Misc. Court Papers.”  RG 21, NA, East Point Annex.

State of FL, Calhoun Co.:  “To any lawful officer of said county.  Whereas Harriet Jane Stout has this day made oath before me that one John Conner on the 25th day of December A. D. 1855 did with a certain knife did a mortal wound inflict upon one James David Stout of which the said James David Stout died.”  Commands officers to “arrest” JC “and bring him before me or some other Justice of the Peace to be dealt with according to Law.”  James Stanfill, j.p., 4/5/1856.

U. S. v. John Coner:  “To any lawful officer of Jackson County.  You are hereby authorized to execute the within warrant,” 4/23/1856.  W. H. Milton, j.p.

“This being deemed a case of emergency, all officers being absent, I hereby appoint William Gay to execute the within.”  W. H. Milton, j.p.

“Executed the within by William Gay appointed officer in Jackson County arresting John Conner and putting him in possession of James Richard he being Deputy.”  James B. Stone, Sheriff, 4/24/1856.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Conner
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

James David Stout
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1856, [Oct.]




CALHOUN
VOUCHER
P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
GRUDGE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
William Stone
VICTIM(s):
Willis Whaley

Cause of death:  [handgun] pistol

Circumstances:   Newspaper:  ““There was an old grudge existing between them and having met on that day, both drew pistols, but Mr. Stone being the surest, killed his antagonist before he had time to fire.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  __/1856

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 1, fo. 2.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.

State v. William Stone for murder, indicted 1856 for murder of Willis Whaley.  Schedule of costs.
Newspapers:
Jacksonville Florida News, 10/25/1856:  “There was an old grudge existing between them and having met on that day, both drew pistols, but Mr. Stone being the surest, killed his antagonist before he had time to fire.  Stone immediately fled.  From the Marianna Patriot.
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Stone 
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Willis Whaley
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1860, Sept. 24




near Abe Springs Bluff, CALHOUN
P
VOUCHER

NOTE:  The Calhoun County War.  Were there other fatalities?

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    LYNCHING by REGULATORS
Motive:  
VIGILANTE JUSTICE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  

SUSPECT(s):
___ King, William Linton, George Crawford, Alfred Nichols, Nanall [sp?] G. Nixon, Robert G. Maddox, and Thomas Taylor

VICTIM(s):
Jesse Durden and Willis Musgrove (and aik on Larkin C. Musgrove, who may have been mortally wounded)

Cause of death:  [long gun]

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Abstract of Accounts in favor of J. B. Stone, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Calhoun County, Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 1, fo. 2.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.

List of indictments for murder in Calhoun Co. . . . probably related to the “Civil War” and related activities in Calhoun County, 1859-60.  State vs.

William Linton

George Crawford

Alfred Nichols

Nanall [sp?] G. Nixon

Robert G. Maddox

Thomas Taylor

Newspapers:
St. Augustine Examiner, 10/20/1860:  “Calhoun County in a State of Insurrection.  A party of armed men in West Florida who are assuming to themselves ‘the enforcement of the laws’ and that it has become necessary on the part of the authorities to order out the Military for the purpose of securing peace and good order . . . .  Extracts of letters from a young Lady of this City who is residing at present in the family of Judge McIntosh at West Wynnton in Colhoun Co.”

Wynnton, Calhoun Co., 10/1:  “The Regulators have been doing fair work in this part of the County lately – beating men, driving them off their farms.  Last night they shot a man just ten miles below us and beat another to death two miles farther on – poor harmless men who were known to be honest and upright.


Appalachicola, 10/6:  “The Regulators (so called) about 75 in number are a set of lawless ruffians who have taken the law (as they say) into their own hands threaten to kill everyone in Calhoun Co. except 15 persons and who are the 15?  No one knows.  -  Their Camp is about 6 miles from West Wynnton [The residency of Judge McIntosh] and they have scouts out at all hours.  Judge McIntosh wrote to Judge Finley at Marianna – he and his Solicitor Mr. Britney [sp?] come to us on Sunday and advised us to leave as it was no place for women and children as he had ordered Gen. Anderson with his Brigade to rendezvous here, and our house was to be turned into Barracks.  So we locked up our things and came to town.”

Oct. 10:  “We have just heard from West Wynnton – the troops have captured 60 or 70 of the rascals – Judge McIntosh writes that the disturbance is almost over; and probably we may return home on Tuesday next.”

Tallahassee Floridian Journal, 10/13/1860 (2: 5):  Violence in Calhoun Co. – “Civil War in Calhoun – Quiet Restored.  Calhoun County in West Florida has long been notorious for immorality and crime among a portion of the inhabitants.  To rid themselves of these a number of the citizens organized a Regulating Band and sought to expel the villains by a regular foray.  In the melee, two men, belonging to the former, were killed, whereupon the civil authorities interposed and sought to enforce the laws.  A correspondent of the Sentinel writes from Marianna, Oct. 2nd:


Judge McIntosh suggested the propriety of Judge Finley and our Solicitor, Col. Barnes, coming into his county to try if possible to get them [the Regulators] to desist and disband.  They went, and on Monday night, General [J. Patton] Anderson received a dispatch by special messenger from the Judge, stating that his efforts had proved abortive, and for him to summon 200 men and come to the assistance of the civil authorities.  So today we are making preparations and will leave tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock for the seat of war.  This band of Regulators has been organized for some two months, and have been trying to compel what is known as the Durden party to leave the County.  They [the Durden party] o far resisted, and are now in arms for the purpose of self-protection.  It is reported that the Regulators number some 175, and they say they can bring to their assistance 500 men mostly from other counties.  The other party only numbers some 25 or so.

The presence of the Militia produced the desired effect, and the result ha been the restoration of quiet.  Some few arrests have been made.  Durden and a man by the name of Musgrove in Collusion with Durden, are reported to have been killed.  At the last accounts ‘order [illegible].’  Order has no doubt been permanently restored.”
Fernandina East Floridian, 10/18/1860:  “Horrible Murders in Calhoun County, Florida—County in a State of Insurrection”:  JPEG
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HORRINLE MURDERS IN CALHOUK \
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

The County in a slale of Insurrection—
The Laws violated and Officers 82t at De-!
fiance. -l'hc \larum&a (l"l:\) Patriot of
the,2 mu ult. squ. :

*Yes| ordny . pnrly in Cl\bonn, stylmg
themsclves ‘l{q;ulﬁ\:n " went w the house |
of une Jeaso éDnnh;(ﬂ, aptd- we "learn shot
him. giving him a wortal wound. They |
then mwet and shot Willis Musgrove fromn |
his horse, who died mstantly ; also mor-.
tally wounding. Larkm C. Musgrove.— |
These ure the factg, s far as we have becu;
nhle 1o gather them, but is believed that
last night another buttle was fought be- !
tweea the Regulators and the Durdens.—
All this  happened mnear Abe’s Spring
Blutl, in Calboun Cu.”

From the Apalachicola Times of the 3d
inst., we extract the following in relatton
tu the above :

From advices reccived by telezraph
from Marianta yvesierday, we wele ap
prised that General Wi, E. Anderson had
ordered out the Firat Brigade Florida Mil-
itin, and they are ere this at the scene of
tawult. By the mail boat to-day we are
placed in possession of further adviees.—
The following order of the U. 8. Judge of
this District to the U. S. Marshal will ex
plain : :

Carnors Co., Oct. 6. 18G0.
1. K. Sunnons, U. 8. Deputy Marshal @ |
. This county has been declared to be
|in n state of insnirectionary war by the
Hon. J. J. Finley, Judge of the Western
Judieiary Cirenit of the State of Filorida.

It is believed that persons from other
States are engzaced in the commiskion of
open hostilitics against the good citizens ol
this State, and in violation of the laws of
the United States,

As Deputy Marshal, you are liereby re-
quired to be at my ofiice, in Calhoun coun-
that you may without delay receive and

executlo suéh process as it may becume!

necessary for me 1o issae,
_ McQUEEN McINTOSII,
. S. Judge Northern Dist. of Fla.
Iu addition to the above we have re-
ceived the Murisnna Patriot of the 2d inst.
which says: .
“Qur cutire foree hns l:ccn suninoned
by the proper suthorities to be in read-

incks, with the entire Militia of this coun,
try, to march at 10- o'zlock, to Calhcun
county. to suppress the insurrectionary-
and lawloss Land sty ling themselves Keg-
nlators, who are now_ violating the luws,
creating confusion and terror among the
zond citizens of that county, and the low-
er part of Jackson.  We wi'l endeavor tu
gather fall particalars as soon a4 we can,
and whenﬂiu our power, will puhhsh them.

e 5 n:lhe midst or near a band of out-
: n re disturbing the usual qulet-

1o 'ﬁf” Jnn arm and voice ngamst all auch
ou(rageous and un!awful acts as have
perpelrnlud and are still threatened agninst
our citizens and those of Calhoun, Let
every good citizen discountenance all
unlawful acis, and frown it duwn at once.”

We learn from the last issne of the Flo-

the Militia prmluccd the desired effect, and

ridian and Journal, that the presence of

that quicet had again heen restorey.
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Fernandina East Floridian, 10/31/1860:  “Calhoun Difficulties Settled”:  JPEG
[image: image4.jpg]e A e e e o e v S |

We clip the fullowing from the Mar.
jenna Patviot of the 17th inst,

Tur Carnourn DivnicvrTies SuTrLED,
—'Our Militn, under Gen, Anderson, have
returned from Calhoun coanty, in good
health, &c., bringing with them twenty
seven prisoncrs, And we are gratified 1o
hiear that all is peace and quietness in thaut
distracted county.  About thirty persons,
comprising both parties havo been bound
/I/ over to keep the yreace and appear at the

next  Circuit Court of that county, and
twenty seven committed to jail in Frank-
lin and this county. Only one has been
sent to the jail in this county and twenty-
six seut to Franklin,

Too much praise cnnnot be bestowed
upon our Militia and oflicers for the
prompt manner in which they responded
v the call of dndpge Finley, when the
county of Calhoun was declared to be in
a state of insurrection,
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Floridian & Journal, 11/17/1860:  14 murder trials in Appalachicola:  “Circuit Court.—The fall term of the ___ Court commenced its session in this place on Monday last, Judge Jesse J. Finley presiding.  We notice an unusual large attendance of the Bar from the adjoining counties.  Among the legal fraternity from a distance, we see the Hon. G. T. Yalverton of Alabama, Hon. Thos. __zell, Col. McClellan, and Thos. Land, L___ Jackson.  The term promises to be an unusually interesting one, inasmuch as there will be ___ fourteen trials for murder during the term.  The cases were brought here by a change of venue from Calhoun County.  A special venire for __-five jurors was ordered yesterday, for the ___ [of] King, one of the Regulators who is indicted for murder.  The prisoners will be defended by Hon. G. T. Yalverton, Hon. A. H. Bush, Cols. ___ Holland, J. F. McCLellan and Wm. H. ___, who are employed on the part of all the Regulators.  Col. W. D. Barnes will represent the [State].  Ibid.

Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 198.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___ King, William Linton, George Crawford, Alfred Nichols,




 Nanall [sp?] G. Nixon, Robert G. Maddox, and Thomas Taylor
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Jesse Durden, Willis Musgrove (and aik on Larkin C. Musgrove)
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1862]




CALHOUN
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Solomon Whichard
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Fall term, 1862

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  Calhoun Co.  FSAr.
State v. Solomon Whichard, indicted in Calhoun Co. for murder & brought to Jackson Co.  Case tried in Calhoun co.  Fall term, 1862.  Costs:  88 days at $0.40 per day:  $35.20.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Solomon Whichard
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s











