Florida Homicides – Escambia County (Pensacola)


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1822:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found


NO GAPS

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1 (12/1822t - 5/1833t)


What volume was #2?

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: (11/1833t - 5/1838t)

CHECK:  125:  5/1837:  crossed out by Mike Denham in his notes:  Thomas Sunderman, murder

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4:  (11/1838 – 5/1842)

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1842-5: v. 5: (5/1843t-5/1845t)

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1846-54: v. A: (5/1846t-10/1854)

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-66: v. B: (6/1855t-12/1861t) – the terms from 1862-6 are missing

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 3, FSArchives.
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ESCAMBIA
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1821, May



ESCAMBIA

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM CHILD (SLAVE) by SLAVE
Motive:  QUARREL – for scaring a squirrel
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  3

SUSPECT(s):
Tom
VICTIM(s):
Harry

Weapon:  Shotgun – “Harry was shot in both knees, over “fifty shot holes.”  “both legs wee broke about two inches and a half from the cap of the knees.”    He lived three days.

Circumstances:  “Harry said he thought Tom shot him for scarring a squirrel.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  civil suit:  not certain what the disposition of the case was 

Legal Records:  


Sarah McNeil vs Henry Wilson, 1821, Escambia County Case Files

Entire source for information on case is Escambia County Case file.  Case does not appear as a murder in court minutes.  Perhaps it listed as a civil case: Sarah McNeil vs Henry Wilson

Slave named Tom, property of Henry Wilson kills Harry, property of Sarah McNeil.  McNeil sues Henry Wilson for $600 the value of the slave.    Tom shot Harry with a gun of some sort, “wounding him mortally.”   Elizabeth McNeil (15) niece of plaintiff swore on Jan. 9, 1822 that Tom was talking to Harry in French.  “Harry said he thought Tom shot him for scarring a squirrel.  Harry was shot in both knees, over “fifty shot holes.”  “both legs wee broke about two inches and a half from the cap of the knees.”    He lived three days.  Harry was a good peaceable boy, about fourteen years of age.”  Elijah Holmes took Tom up to his house.  Gave him “a number of lashes.”  Tom told him the gun had “gone off half cocked.”   R. K. Call and H. M. Brackenridge for the defendant.     
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Tom

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of Henry Wilson 


Town:


ESC
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:
spoke French
Victim:  

Harry 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


14

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of Sarah McNeil

Town:


ESC
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:
spoke French
1822, Aug. 9




ESCAMBIA

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Chatburn
VICTIM(s):
Peter Mullen

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1822


Court proceedings:  11/1824:  first jury a hung jury (nearly equally divided).  Second jury:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 6, 224

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 7/10/1824:  true bill found on June term, 1823.  In custody of the Marshal, to stand trial at next term in November.  Murder on 8/9/1822.

Pensacola Gazette, 11/13/1824:  arraigned before the Superior Court on 11/2, pNG.  His trial took place on the 6th, but the jury not being able to agree on a verdict, and being nearly equally divided, were discharged by the Court and another trial ordered.  He was accordingly tried yesterday.  fNG.  Discharged.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Chatburn

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Peter Mullen
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1823]




ESCAMBIA

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ransom Lee
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1823


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 144

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ransom Lee

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1826, Nov. 6




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

P
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  ABUSE
Intox?:  yes, assailant
Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John Judson, an Indian
VICTIM(s):
Polly, an Indian (his wife)

Weapon:  [phys]  struck his wife and kicked her

Circumstances:  John was drunk at the time of the assault.  Occurred at the “corner of the street leading to the grave yard near the Widow Philbert’s in Pensacola.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1826


Court proceedings:  11/1826:  fG of involuntary mansl.  Sentenced to 30 lashes & $5 fine & costs.  To remain in jail until sentenced complied with.
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 303, 312


Escambia County case file 1826 – 2576

i.d. 11/6/1826:  verdict of inquest:  from “blows and kicks” inflicted by John, her husband.  The evidence in the case “is from another Indian man and woman, the one named ___ & the other Sally, who were duly sworn.”

Indictment:  body found at the “corner of the street leading to the grave yard near the Widow Philbert’s in Pensacola.”

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 11/23/1826:  J indicted for murder of P, his wife.  “in a fit of intoxication, John struck his wife and kicked her, in such a manner as to cause her death.”  fG of involuntary manslaughter.  Sentenced to 30 lashes & $5 fine & costs.  To remain in jail until sentenced complied with.  “We regret to say that poor John, having no friends to petition for his pardon,” has received his lashes, “and trust that the mercy of the Executive will speedily set him at liberty, by remitting the remainder of the sentence; as it is utterly impossible that he should comply with it.  He appears to be much grieved at the loss of his wife, to whom it is said he had always been affectionate, except when drunk, and in our opinion it would be more just to punish the person who sold him whiskey, than to inflict further punishment on the victim of the intoxicating draught.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Judson
Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Polly
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Polly
Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m. John
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1826, July 8




Cantonement Clinch, ESCAMBIA

CT

P

FILE
COURT MARTIAL

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MILITARY OFFICER by SOLDIER
Motive:  RESISTING DISCIPLINE / QUARREL over disciplinary action, because assailant had been intoxicated
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
between 8 and 9:00 at night 

Days to death:  [0]  indictment says he lived from 7th to the 15th of July.  Newspaper account says he died within seventy minutes of the shooting.    


SUSPECT(s):
Sgt. Benjamin Donica
VICTIM(s):
Major Saunders Donaho [aka Donoho]

Weapon:  musket [gun] – Donaho was shot a “little above the left hip.”   

Circumstances:   Sgt. Donica of the fourth regiment of Industry shot Major Saunders Donaho (of the same regiment) with a musket on July 7, 1826.  Court martial investigated the case and turned Donica over to civil authorities for prosecution.  Papers all filed together in case file.  Indictment says Donaho shot a “little above the left hip.”   Donaho has ‘turned him out of line” for being intoxicated.  Donica returned and shot Donaho.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1826


Court proceedings:  11/1826:  fG, to hang.  5/1827:  fG, recommended for mercy.  Sentenced to hang, 6/20/1827.  Executed.  Donica hanged on June 20, 1827.
Legal Records:  

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 303, 305, 312, 326, 328-9

305:  # of affidavits of witnesses taken.  Ordered that BD remain in the custody of the Military.  11/10/1826.  

307:  pNG.  David C. Pinkham appointed Counsel.

312:  sentenced to receive 30 stripes & $8 fine.

328-9:  BD by his  attorney asked for an arrest of judgment and new trial; overruled.  Charge of court:  “As a man, as a Natural and . . .”  See notes.  Sentenced to hang.

Territory vs Benjamin Donica, 1826, Escambia County Case Files.  Long testimony, indictment, and sentence of death in file.  

U.S. Court Marshal of Benjamin Donica, Nov. 15-21, 1826.  Registers of the Records of the Proceedings of the U. S. Army General Court Marshal, 1809-1890.  CM #17, p. 1-133, RG 153.

Cantonment Clinch.  President of Court Marshal:  F. E. Twiggs.  Charge:  mutiny.  Shot Major Donaho “at or during the beating of tatto” with a musket.

Lt. Makenzie:  he heard the shots and ran to the parade ground.  “I called out where is the damned rascal who shot Major Donoho.  The prisoner answered here I am.  I went up to him and seized him by the throat and told him he ought to be shot himself.  He replied yes and wished I would do it, or have it done.”  Then taken to guard house.  Donoho taken and later said Donica shot him.

Dr. Macomb:  Donoho told him that Donica had shot him.

Colonel Duncan Clinch:  when he talked to Donoho dying he said that soon after “Donica approached very near to him if he intended to arrest him when he turned him off drill that evening.  That he, the major, asked him what he meant.  The Seargeant stepped back and discharged the Contents of his musket into him.  He further stated that he had been compelled to turn the Seargent off drill that evening in consequence of his being n a state of intoxication – that he was satisfied that what he had done was in the discharge of his duty.”  Said he was totally unprepared for Donica’s actions.

Donica sentenced to hang.  Ordered that he be “surrendered to the Civil authority for trial and that every evidence in the case be placed at the dispoasal of the District Attorney.”

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, July 8, 15, November 23, 1826, April 27, May 25, June 22, 1827

Pensacola Gazette, 6/22/1827:  on 6/20, executed.  “We understand that he acknowledgd that he suffered justly; although he persisted to the last that he did not himself commit the deed, but said that he procured it to be done.”

Pensacola Gazette, 5/25/1827:  SD was an officer in BD’s regiment. 

Pensacola Gazette, 4/27/1827:  on BD’s confinement.  Editor denies charge that BD had been poorly treated in jail.
Pensacola Gazette, 6/22/1827:  Hanged near Pensacola on Wednesday, 6/20.  “We understand that he acknowledged that he suffered justly, altho’ he persisted to the last that he did nothimself commit the deed, but said that he procured it to be done.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Benjamin Donica

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

sergeant in the 4th regiment
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Sanders Donaho

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m
Age:


42

b. 1784
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

Major, US Army, 4th regiment (a lawyer in Georgia before he



 joined the army).  Veteran of War of 1812

Town:




Birthplace:

Caswell County, NC

Religion:



Organizations:



1828, May 28



near Cantonment Clinch, ESCAMBIA

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:     MILITARY SAILOR by SAILOR
Motive:  [QUARREL]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Grey
VICTIM(s):
John Wilkinson

Weapon:  [blunt]  Stick or club  


Circumstances:  Witness said he saw both men go in the bushes and only one (Grey) come out.  Grey had a stick in his hand.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1828


Court proceedings:  11/1828:  dism

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 349, 406


Territory of Florida vs John Grey, 1828, Murder, Escambia Case Files

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 5/23/1828:  Diego Alvarez & John Grey indicted for murder.  Neither were in custody for want of a jail.

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Suspect:  

John Grey

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

“Marine Saylors”


Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Wilkinson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

“Marine Saylors”

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1828, May 30




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

FILE

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MILITARY SAILOR by OFFICER
Motive:  RESISTING DISCIPLINE / DESERTION
Intox?:  yes, victim
Day of week:
F
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
Midshipman James F. Schenk
VICTIM(s):
Peter Eldridge [aka Aldridge]

Weapon:  stabbed in groin with a knife [sharp]


Circumstances:  a struggle in the water as the Midshipman tried to keep the victim from swimming away from custody.


Inquest:  i.d. 5/31/1828 on board the U. S. ship Natchez lying in Pensacola harbor.


Indictment:  no:  released because he had acted in self-defense.  Justifiable homicide.

Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Escambia County case file 1828 – 378



Inquest

Capt. George Budd:  “Midshipman Schenk stated to him that he had lost a man & the witness ordered him to procure a peace officer & have him secured, which duty he performed after which he refused to remain until a Boat could be obtained from the . . . into another tried to make his escape in which the said midshipman threw a stone at him which was returned by the deceased on which he was overtaken by the Mid. & a scuffle ensued in the water in which the deceased received a prick of some instrument in the hand or arm.  The scuffle was again renewed.  The deceased then kicked the Mid. In the Breast & collared him, when the Mid. For fear of being drawn into the water over his depth & to save himself stabbed ihm in the groin which the witness thinks was the cause of his Death.” 

Eldridge apparently tried to desert & Schenk apprehended him in a boat.  Once Schenck overtook him, a fight ensued.

“Instantaneously Eldridge jumped into that boat and made off – the Mid. Hastened for a means to pursue him and seeing another boat under the wharf he also jumped into the ___ with two colored boys whose assistance he required and who . . . this boat being lighter and better manned soon overtook the other and then appeared in boarding the . . . boat jumped into it to seize the deserter who himself jumpd overboard into the water, making towards the short – the Mid. Also entered the water and with his dirk in hand followed the man whom he had ordered . . . back to the ship.  Eldridge seeing that he that he was overtaken turned towards his pursuer and seized him by the cravat endeavoring to shake him – which the Mid. Forced him to desist by pricking him – once or twice on the hand – Then Eldridge seized him by the collar of his coat and endeavored to run deeper into the water which he succeeded so far as to bring the . . . at the same time swearing that he would never return to the ship but as a Corpse and that his present antagonist should perish with him.  In accordance of his threat he shook the Mid. Violently and kicked him down, both fell.  Eldridge recovered first, the Mid. Rising saw him coming towards him and then darted his dirk at him at random but with the view to defend his own life which he could not but consider in the utmost danger comparing the individual strength and state of despair of Eldridge.  Eldridge immediately exclaimed ‘I am a corpse.’”
Freeman V.  Maddox:  saw E jump in the boat tied to the wharf and called out to S that he “might go to hell.”  E was “under the influence of a little liquor, enough to excite him – but not to deprive him of any of his faculties.”

Doctor Chase:  the wound to the groin was 4” deep.  Usually mortal.  “When he saw the shore he was exhausted by the loss of blood and he bled but very little after he was brought on board.”  E “a stout man and at any time quite able to overpower Mr. Schenk and would have done it immediately” if S did not have his dirk in hand.

Eldridge had been delivered to Schenk by Commyns, one of the county constables.  He tried to escape again while in the custody of S.  After getting in the boat yelled back at S, “I am clear now you may go to Hell.”  S had been told by his superiors if “resistance was persisted in he was bound to conquer it.”
Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 6/5/1828:  F last.  Ditto on all the facts, including quotes.  All information taken accurately from the inquest.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Midshipman J. F. Schenk
Ethnicity:

German
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Midshipman on U. S. ship Natchez
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Eldridge
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

sailor on U. S. ship Natchez
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1828]




ESCAMBIA

CT

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Diego Alvarez
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1828


Court proceedings:  5/1830:  np

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 355, 475

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 5/23/1828:  Diego Alvarez & John Grey indicted for murder.  Neither were in custody for want of a jail.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Diego Alvarez

Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1828, Nov. 28




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

P
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL COMMON-LAW wife by HUSBAND
Motive:  ABUSE
Intox?:  yes, assailant
Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Andrew Crail
VICTIM(s):
Ann Walker

Weapon:  struck repeatedly with a stick [blunt]

Circumstances:  at her house near Bowie’s spring.  Chronic violent abuse, threatened to kill her.

Inquest:  i.d. 11/29/1828

Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1829


Court proceedings:  4/1829:  fG murder.  To hang.  Hanged 3/30/1829.
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 419, 421

419:  Crail pNG.  Attorneys are Achille Murato, Edward L. Drake, assigned as Counsel by the Court.


Escambia County case file 1828 – 391

AC charged with murder of AW “whose dead body . . . is found at the house she occupied near Bowie’s spring” in Pensacola.  Coroner’s inquest called at her house, 11/29/1828.  Joakin Paracune [Paragini?  Paracine?], Louis Paracese and Patrick Connally, material witnesses, are “summoned to appear for the Territory.”  Constable ordered to find them.

JP:  said that Crial “had been in the habit of beating the deceased . . . and that he had been called in her relief and has seen said Andrew Crail frequently beat her with clubs and further that the deceased Ann Walker has shown the deponent bruises & wounds inflicted by said Andrew Crail.”
LP:  yesterday about 11 o’clock “he saw Andrew Crail beating the deceased . . . with a stick when she ran out of the house.”  Crail chased her out of the house and “pulled her by the hair into the house that he . . . would kill her on returning from the Spring . . . he pursued the witness and threw a brick bat at said witness for the purpose of driving said witness from the house . . . and he saw Andrew Crail strike two Indian Girls who went to the house to see what caused the noise.”

PC:  testified that he heard Walker & crail quarreling.  Witness went to the spring the next morning and Crail called Connolly over and “told him some person had killed her last night in his absence.”
Another witness claimed that Crail always beat Walker “with a board or any other thing he could get hold of.”  

Verdict:  fG.  To hang 3/30/1829.  “You Andrew Crail have been tried and convicted of a crime in which the mind of man . . . a crime which strikes at the very foundation of the social fabrick and calls for the infliction of the . . . penalty not only for the safety of society but as an awful example.”


Escambia County case file 1828 - 370

LARCENY:  10/16/1828 in morning, J. H. Smith of “this place” informed Mr. Hunt that one Crail had found a watch and offered to put it in his hands for safe keeping until the owner of it be found, provided said Smith would give him the dollar in reward – It was also made known to Mr. Hunt that the day before, a certain person had presented a silver watch to Mr. Cravey, saying that the owner had paid eleven dollars for the watch and wanted to pawn it for six.  Mr. Hunt proposed to advertise the watch and restore it to the owner, he paying a reward to the person who found it.  Actually Andrew Crail came to Mr. Hunt & deposited the watch.  The advertisement had been put in type but not yet published because the day for the publication of the Gazette had not yet come.”


Crail returned to Hunt’s office and said he found the owner and asked for the watch back and that he would return ithimself.  Hunt refused.  Crail then brought Ann Walker and said she was the owner and said it “come as a present from John White, the watch maker.”  The constable went for Mr. White who appeared and who on oathsaid that on Thursday after Sun Down, as he was returning home he fell sick and . . . when he awoke he saw by him Andrew Crail and Anne Walker, who lead him to their dwelling where he spent the night and on the morning his watch was not in his pocket, being uncertain whether he had it when he went from his house, he made no demand about it.  Soon he came to the conclusion that “some person taking advantage of his situation had stolen the watch.”  From testimony it was deemed possible that 2 may have stolen the watch and bailed one hundred dollars for their appearance” before the Superior Court of the Western District at the November term.  John White gave recognizance of $50 to appear. 10/18/1828
Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 12/2/1828:  murder of Anne Walker, “a worthless female.”  Coroner’s inquest held & a suspect in custody.
Pensacola Gazette, 3/10/1829: Florida Herald & SD, 4/8/1829:  Crail was a “young man, and was undoubtedly excited by strong drink when the crime was committed.”  Defended by Messrs. Muray and Drake, & prosecuted by B. D. Wright, Esq., U. S. Attorney.

Tallahassee Florida Advocate 3/21/1829:  AC sentenced to hang.

Floridian 3/21/1829:  AC sentenced to hang.

St. Augustine Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 4/8/1829.

Other Sources:

Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 209.  Says AC was hanged 3/30/1829.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Andrew Crail

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
a young man
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Pensacola
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

A. Walker
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Pensacola
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1831, Nov. 29




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

FILE
P
NOTE:  The “play” between them was rough, as were the words & threats used.  Therefore, counted as a HOM MANSL rather than as a CAS GUN

Class:   probable
Crime:   probable HOM MANSL / possible CAS GUN

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:
evening
Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
Lt. William Henry Baker
VICTIM(s):
Maria, the property of Dr. Lawson

Weapon:  [handgun] pistol shot to the left side of the forehead.  Died in a few hours.

Circumstances:  Several soldiers and women were at the house of a Dr. Tierra in Pensacola.  Lt. William Baker and other officers there.  Samuel Clifford said he saw both Baker and Maria “talking and blagarding each other they got a scuffling together by themselves.  The girl gave a slap on the mouth to Lieut. Baker he began to curse her . . . why she had slapped him so hard for – he drew his pistol & said ‘I’ll shoot you,’ he did not cock the pistol but jolted it on her breast, then they sat down and began to play again, blagarding each other and pulls his machine – the girl took a piece of lightwood in fire and said ‘if you pull it I will burn you.’  They fell longer playing and talking he drew out his pistol and said 'I’ll shoot you.’  She said you dare not.  He replied I have shot a better girl than you.  Margarita got up and went to the door.  He jumped on the full cocked pistol.  The witness drew back saying you will shot someone here directly.  The words were not out of his mouth of the Deponent that the pistol went off – he jumped up & said I killed her – he put his pistol in his pocket took to the door and ran – the witness ran after him about two hundred yards and returned.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  mansl


Term: 5/1831


Court proceedings:  5/1831:  dism

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 530-1


Escambia County case files

11/30/1830:  Peter Alba, Mayor of the City of Pensacola, acting justice of the peace for the city . . . and W. S. Permentier “met together in the mayor’s office for the purpose of examining the case of William Henry Baker a lieutenant of infantry in the Army of the U.S. . . . who surrendered himself that morning about 8 o’clock declaring that by an unfortunate accident he had killed a black woman when his pistol had gone off while he was in the  act of playing with her.”  The evening earlier, Mary Quintero testified that she was in the “house belonging to Doctor Tierra and occupied by herself,” when one female slave named Maria belonging to Doctor Lawson, a young man named Johns, they were together seating before the fire when Lieut. Baker knocked at the door and entered the house, . . . sat near the negro woman Maria and began to play with her – the Lieut. Told Maria I’ll shoot you.  She had a piece of light wood in her hand and she replied if you shoot me I will burn you, the pistol went off and she fell out of the chair . . . neither of the parties were angry, they were playing together.”  Mary Quintero said Baker told her “that he would not hurt a hair of all man’s head.”


Samuel Clifford said he saw both Baker and Maria “talking and blagarding each other they got a scuffling together by themselves.  The girl gave a slap on the mouth to Lieut. Baker he began to curse her . . . why she had slapped him so hard for – he drew his pistol & said ‘I’ll shoot you,’ he did not cock the pistol but jolted it on her breast, then they sat down and began to play again, blagarding each other and pulls his machine – the girl took a piece of lightwood in fire and said ‘if you pull it I will burn you.’  They fell longer playing and talking he drew out his pistol and said 'I’ll shoot you.’  She said you dare not.  He replied I have shot a better girl than you.  Margarita got up and went to the door.  He jumped on the full cocked pistol.  The witness drew back saying you will shot someone here directly.  The words were not out of his mouth of the Deponent that the pistol went off – he jumped up & said I killed her – he put his pistol in his pocket took to the door and ran – the witness ran after him about two hundred yards and returned.  Margarita was crying murder then Mr. Senac and two others entered.  “I heard him when he cocked the pistol very plain.”  “from all he saw the witness knows not that he intended to kill the girl but if he intended not to shoot why did he cock it.”  Said the “ball would have hit him if he had not dodged.”  Another witness claimed that Baker “was in the habit of playing roughly with his pistols . . . and claimed that while drinking with him he pointed it several times at this witness.”


The bullet entered the left side of the forehead.


Witness said that earlier a few days earlier Baker had “given his pistols to Thomas, the black servant at Collin’s hotel to be unloaded – that Thomas got as much powder out of them as he couldbut could not get the balls out.”  


Celeste Gonzales said that Baker went to Mr. Innerity’s house to inform him that he had shot one of his wenchs.  I informed him that the girl did not belong “to him – but to Doctor Lawson – he expressed great upset at the accident and said he had returned to town to deliver himself up.”  Bailed at $1000 to appear before the Superior Court.  Indicted.  fNG.

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 11/27/1830:  A negro girl “Belonging to Dr. Lawson of the USA Army was shot through the head and expired in a few hours by a young man of highly respectable family.  The young man yesterday morning delivered himself up to the civil authority.  We attended the examination before the Magistrates yesterday and this morning, and from the facts disclosed by the witnesses are inclined to think that it was more the result of accident than by design.”  Bailed for $1000 for appearance at the next Superior Court.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Lt. William Henry Baker

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Lt. in U. S. Army
Town:


Pensacola, ESC
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Maria

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Dr. Lawson of the U.S. Army

Town:


Pensacola, ESC
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1831, Apr. 17




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  BRAWL between townspeople & sailors
Intox?:  probably victim
Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
b/w 4pm & 5pm
Days to death:  2

SUSPECT(s):
Jose Vidal (and James Caro and Phillip Caro, and Thomas Broomfield)
VICTIM(s):
Christopher Pearl

Weapon:  knife [sharp] to left side of belly between the short ribs.  3” wide & 6” deep.  Died 4/19

Circumstances:  at the corner of Balen & Faragrossa streets.  A drunken brawl among sailors.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  mansl


Term: JC & PC:  5/1831.  JV:  5/1831.   TB:  unknown.


Court proceedings:  JV:  5/1831:  fNG.  TB:  11/1831:  fNG.

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1822-33: v. 1: 



JC & PC:  535



JV:  537, 544



TB:  558


Escambia County case files

George Williams, sailor:  saw JV strike CP with a sick & break him down.  Accused got down over CP & stabbed him.  P got up, put his hand in his left side & exclaimed “O God get me down to the boat.  I am butchered.”  This was near the gate boarding to the Eagle Tavern in Saragossa St.  Witness swore he was sober and did not see the commencement of the affray.


CROSS-EXAMINED:  Never saw the accused before the day of the affray.  Did not know his name but was wearing a fur hat, dock coat, & thinks it was a frock coat & dark pantaloons.  Dark complexion, black hair & whiskers.  Said he came ashore on Tuesday morning (murder occurred on Sunday) to identify the accused.  Ardes his shipmate and he identified him at the house / a school house.

John Ardes (shipmate of GW):  On Sunday, 17th, he came ashore on liberty with many of his companions – 14 or more.  That they went up town & found a stream of water when there were . . . and they procured three bottles of liquor & something to eat at that place.  That some of the men were in liquor.  Witness thinks that he himself drank about a gill – They came back through town for the purpose of going to the boat.  They came back a different street from the one we went.  While passing by the Post Office “a sailor named Farrboules was knocked down with a walking cane by some person.  Another also knocked down.  One of the men “staggered against the man who struck – They were both intoxicated and does not believe the staggering against the man was intentional.”  Witness then struck the man with his cane several times & knocked him down & believes he fell with him – several persons were on the witness directly – Witness was struck several blows. – The affray then became more general.  Then many people came into the street.  “There was considerable fighting and the person who is now dead was stabbed there – Witness was there engaged with several persons fighting. – Pearl the deceased came up saying he would knock down any man who would strike Gus shipmate & did knock down some of them.  The prisoner came up to Pearl & knocked him down with a stick, & then fell or stooped & made a thrust at Pearl – witness advanced . . . toward Pearl, and saw the knife or dirk in the hand of the prisoner.  Pearl requested to be carried to the boat for he was butchered.  Witness was knocked down by the prisoner and afterwards pursued him a short distance.  Returned to Pearl he up & bleeding – Again left him & 6 approached where they were fighting - & received some several blows & do not remember much after that, then took some brandy, put some on my head & drank some.”  Said on Tuesday a woman told him that a “man boasted” he had stabbed a sailor at a school house.  We saw the prisoner in the upper part of the house & recognized him as being the person who stabbed Pearl.”
Col. La Rue:  fight occurred b/w 4pm & 5pm Sunday afternoon at the corner of Balen & Faragrossa streets.  Says he was waiting with his family for the “meeting at the Catholic Church.”  Saw a number of sailors coming down Balen St. who were playing several tricks among themselves – during which time many ladies approaching on their way to church – some whom returned back for fear of the crowd.  Witness went into the house for his hat to escort some of the ladies by the crowd, after which, standing before the gate of Sebastian Caro, with many ladies of his family he observed a sailor, a very tall man . . . learning back against the chimney of Carr’s Kitchen, apparently drunk – at this time a mariner come to him & tried to persuade him to retire & not to trouble the ladies.  The sailor, in answer, said that he did not intend to disturb either the ladies or gentlemen.  A fight ensued and the “sailor come out & gave the mariner three heavy blows & knocked him down at every blow.”  C. Gonzales took hold of the sailor & pulled him flat down & held him.  Meanwhile the other group of sailors further down the street “gave a blow to the negro of Marcas Tio and laughed at him.  One of the sailors ran from the corner towards several young men standing in the middle of the street & stuck one at least, a son of Joseph Caro, and “sweep away was cried by some others.  Then a struggle took place between sailors and citizens in every direction – The fight was general.  The deponent at the time employed himself at several place endeavoring to part the combatants, but could not & having understood that the mayor was absent, and enquired of the Constable if he had the keep of the jail ordered peace in the name of the Territory.  And acting Mayor & not being heeded . . . required assistance from some of the citizens present.  The heat of the riot subsided & seeing a crowd further down the street towards Palafox St. ran towards the crowd but saw no fighting:  “said that he was determined to put the sailors back on board their vessel or put them in jail.”
Green Shepard:  said that he did not think Vidal had any weapon.  Saw the knife “but did not discover who had it – many were trying to take it away – the crowd was thick.”  

Octavious Cook:  swore he saw the stabbed man “coming round the corner at Sebastian Barno’s Store – he was holding his hand on the wound . . . saw the wound it bled very little – the blood & wound might have been covered by a half dollar.”  

Capt Shulbrick (officer at the Navy yard):  sworn, saith that he gave express orders “to his men not to become involved in any excitement or violence on the part of the Sailors towards the citizens.”
Henry Smith:  sworn says he was standing near Houay’s gate when he saw a fight at the corner near P. Roach’s.  “First thing he saw was that a sailor had Mr. Vidal down near Mr. Caro’s house.”  “Same person was striking the sailor with a stick & witness loosened the sailor’s hold from around Mr. Vidal’s collar.  They beat the sailor with clubs after he laid still they went off and left him did not see a dirk or knife.  

H. P. Palmied:  said “sailor Ardis in the affray – he was the promoter of the whole mischief – he cried ‘sweep clean & clear out – and was the first who struck and knocked down the citizens – Ardis struck first the Negro of Marcas Tio and then continued stricking every person near him – crying still ‘sweep clean & clear out.’”  Witness was then struck by a sailor who had a broom, who also was crying ‘Sweep Clean etc.  The affray lasted about 10 or 12 minutes.”  

Joseph Caro testified that he saw Ardres knock down Tio’s negro . . . and immediately thereafter knocked down Mr. Vidal.”  Caro then “struck Ardies with a stick & knocked him down.  At the time witness truck him Adres was grappled with Mr. Vidal. . . .  There was no provocation on the part of the citizens – that sticking appeared went on on the part of Ardies!
Mr. Charles Wilson:  said he saw Mr. Vidal heading towards the Catholic Chapel when the fightbroke out “between the four Corners formed by the intersection of Balen & Zaragossa Sts.  As Vidal was moving toward the chapel a marine “opposed the further progress of Mr. Vidal.  Mr. Vidal not understanding English still advanced . . . the marine . . . in the attitude of drinking . . . took hold of Vidal’s collar – Vidal brushed him off.”  The marine then “pulled out” an “instrument” . . . The marine retracted stricking back with his [pailing?  Illegible].”  The sailor withdrew and ran away.

The court of inquiry released Vidal because the “grounds of accusation are insufficient to hold him to bail.”  Ordered him discharged, 4/23/1831.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Mr. Jose Vidal

Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:

did not understand English
Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a citizen of the town
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

James Caro, Phillip Caro, and Thomas Broomfield

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[sailor]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Christopher Pearl
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

[probably a sailor or mariner – not a local]
Town:


transient
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1833, Sept. 21




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

P
LET (GOV)


DATE:  Sept. 21 is a Saturday, not a Sunday, as noted in one source

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  GRUDGE / PROPERTY DISPUTE / assailant angry over foreclosure on his

property and attachment
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
11 am
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Robert Breen
VICTIM(s):
Peter Alba

Weapon:  a shotgun “loaded to bursting” – d. almost instantly.

Circumstances:  in the street

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1833


Court proceedings:  change of venue to Walton County.  fG. Jury recommended mercy, but sentenced to hang.  Executed on 1/20/1834 in Pensacola.  
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: 12, 21

21:  Henrique Castillo, Antoine Collins, John Lavelle, Robert Armstrong, Henry Honeye, Alexander Lamb, John Brosnahan, & Robert Halliday ordered to appear as witnesses for the Territory.  Reen turned over to Custody of Marshal to be transported to Walton Co.

CHECK:  E. K., “Life on the Gulf of Mexico,” in The Rover.  New York:  v. 1, #20 (1843):  “Sketch of Retribution.”

Affidavit and Trial Testimony, Territory v. Robert Breen, Sept. 1833, correspondence of Governor Duval, RG 101, Ser. 177, Box 1, folder 5, FSArchives.

Breen to witness:  “Did you hear me say to Peter Alba as I passed him Mr. Alba do you mean to ruin me and did you hear him reply you d—d son of a bitch and see him raise his arm.”

Answer:  “I did not.”

Alba was talking to a Mr. Lamb when Breen confronted him.  Said Alba had his back to Breen when he fired, but had his hand in his pocket.

Affidavit and Trial Testimony, Territory v. Robert Breen, Sept. 1833, correspondence of Governor Duval, RG 101, Ser. 177, Box 1, folder 2, FSArchives.

Alexander Lamb:  d.d. 9/23/1833, before C. Evans, j.p.:  saw Breen passing by Mr. Mitchel’s Store with a Gun, asking about Peter Alba.  Once he got into the streethe saw Peter Alba in the opposite side of the street.  As they confronted one another Brren ‘turned around took his gun from his shoulders and presented it towards Peter Alba.  He fired and Peter Alba immediately fell & as he lay on the ground motioned to witness with his right hand as if calling for assistance and made an effort to rise but could not & while Peter Alba was on the ground said the d—d son of a bitch!  Witness then pursued Breen and assisted in taking him.”


QUESTION by the prisoner:  “Did you hear me say to Peter Alba as I passed him Mr. Alba do you mean to ruin me and did you hear him reply you d—d son of a bitch and see him raise his arm.”


ANSWER:  “I did not.”

Dr. John Brosnahan:  testified on the same day:  “supposed that at least 12 buckshot entered his right side.”

Thomas Blount assigned to act as counsel for Breen, George Walker for the Territory.

Henry Castillo:  d.d. 9/24/1833:  Henry Breen came into the store of Henry Mitchell between 11 & 12 with a musket took some paper and with his ramrod “purchased some powder and buckshot from the witness.  Breen then loaded the gun with four fingers of powder and twenty five buckshot” & started toward the door and “down the street and . . . met the Major Peter Alba and passed him about seven steps when he . . . wheeled about and fired at Mr. Alba . . . Mr. Alba’s back was towards Breen.”  Witness said when he purchased the powder and shot that he intended to “shoot a large yellow dog which came to his house every day and east his meat.”  Castillo said he did not hear Alba say anything to him.
Antonio Collins:  corroborated the other testimony & added that the gun was so heavily loaded that it “bursted” to several pieces.  Heard no conversation between the men and was near enough to hear.  He heard Breen say in the blacksmith shop that “he wished Mr. Alba to meet in hell to pile wood under him and if he went to heaven he did not wish to meet him there.”
Robert Holloway:  ditto

John Houge:  ditto

Newspaper:  

Florida Herald, 10/31/1833:  killed with a gun “loaded to bursting.”  “while walking in one of the most public streets of that city.”

Pensacola Gazette, 9/25/1833:  1st notice of A’s death.

Pensacola Gazette, 10/2/1833:  Correspondent “G” wrote to Gazette, lamenting killed of A & mentioned RB was taken into custody.

Florida Herald, 10/31/1833:  A “had aroused the revengeful spirit of the murderer, whilst in the faithful discharge of a public duty.”
Florida Herald, 2/6/1834.

Pensacola Gazette, 12/4/1833 [ditto Florida Herald, 12/26/1833]:  upwards of 20 buck shot fired into PA’s body.  Change of venue granted, trial ensued.  fG.  

Tallahassee Floridian, 1/25/1834 [ditto, Florida Herald, 2/6/1834]:  Execution of RB.  Prayed before his execution & delivered a statement {quoted verbatim here).  “I came to Pensacola the first of May 1822 from New Orleans to see the exchange of Flags between the Americans and Spaniards, and to go back to New Orleans immediately after the same wa over; however, I got in business with John F. Bannister & Co. of Boston, delayed my time for a while, settled our business and commenced in another place, the town being healthy after the Yellow Fever in 1822 was over.  I buried all my friends and took care of the poor orphan children when no body else would do it.  I do now claim the right of praise for my conduct towards them . . . .  I have done my duty to every man in my house when in sickness; I have fed the hungry, clothed the naked and buried the dead, like a good hearted son of the Emerald Isle, that never could see distress if he had it in his power to relieve it.

I have done a deed that I am sorry for on account of my family.  I have been drove to destruction by him.  I shot him dead in the public streets about 11 o’clock in day light.  I am now about to die, and I gain nothing by telling a lie; I never loaded that gun to kill Alba, after he had troubled me so much.  I bought 12 1-2 cents worth of powder, and loaded the gun at the store of Mr.  Michelet and came out of the store to go to my own yard—in one minute I met Alba, and said to him—‘If you turn every poor man in town out of his house, you will go to the Legislative Council this year.’—He replied to me, ‘hush your tongue, you d—d rascal,’ and raised his cane; I turned about and fired away; the gun bursted in my hands; I never took aim at him.” . . . 


“I had been driven to this melancholy situation by the oppressions of Peter Alba; that the wrongs and injuries inflicted on me by Alba had been continued with much severity during the last three years; himself and his officers drove me out of doors, house and home—they compelled me to break up my family arrangements, and reduced me to poverty and deprived me of the means of subsistence.  These repeated wrongs filled my mind with indignation; my Irish heart and spirit could not brook them, and under their influence, I had committee the crime for which I was about to suffer.  I had nothing to complain of in the trial of the case, except some of the witnesses did not tell all they knew; that the Court and Jury had done me justice.” . . .

“My friend and Countrymen, there is one rule of life for you to act by in this world which will enable you to keep clear of trouble and difficulty.  Fear your God; do not fear man or devils; never insult any man, nor never take one otherwise you will be trampled upon.  I supposed myself to be insulted by Alba.  My family have been sick these four or five years; he took advantage of this misfortune of mine.  At last I could not stand it no longer—he got what he deserved.  I am to blame myself for letting this torment go on so long; I ought to have put a stop to it the first time; I gave up to him as he was a Peace officer; I begged him for God’s sake to let me alone, and warned him that if he did not, I should be compelled to do something that would bring me into trouble and make bad business for him.  His answer to me was, I will be d—d if you shan’t go away form Pensacola, for you are always against me in elections!’  My reply to him was, ‘I shall not go sir.’”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Robert Breen

Ethnicity:

Irish
Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


33
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:

1 daughter & 1 son, Robert
Occupation:



Town:


Pensacola
Birthplace:

Battletown, County Wexford, Ireland, 2 miles from the sea
Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Peter Alba
Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

wealthy / [merchant]
Town:


Pensacola
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:

mayor of Pensacola (had served for many years), member of 



Legislature; had been President of the Legislative Council of FL.
1834, Oct. 19




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Apia, an Indian
VICTIM(s):    David, an Indian


Weapon:  “a springback knife” [sharp] – stabbed several times in breast & belly.  Died almost instantly.

Circumstances:  at the lumber yard.  Had words, David drew a knife & came at Apia, Apia drew his & stabbed David.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1834


Court proceedings:  [self-defense]
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: 52


Escambia County case files 1834-2818

Indicted 11/3/1834.  Witnesses:  Charles, an Indian; Sally, an Indian; Lorisa, an Indian.

Sally:  “night before last at the lumberyard, Apia and David had after words difference that David drew his knife and made a pass at Apia and Apia lost no time in drawing his knife and stabbing David – that Apia stabbed David . . . in the left part of the breat & belly – that David . . died immediately after he was stabbed.”  d.d. 10/22/1834

Betsy:  “her husband David & Apia & several other Indians were at the lumber yard, that she was laying down where her child was crying that she heard a considerable fuss or noice & got up when she saw Apia stab her husband David who died shortly after it.”  Says Apia stabbed him in the breast in several places.

Jenny:  an Indian women testified the same.
Indian Charley:  David had a butcher knife & menaced Apia with it.  Says both were “somewhat intoxicated.”  “Apia after taking David’s knife form him it being a common Butcher’s Knife he drew his a spring back knife and stabbed him in the left breast there being two wounds of which the said Indian David died as he believes.  In consequence of Indians not knowing the validity of an oath the above declaration was taken before me at Pensacola” 10/20/1834, C. Stevens.

John Gonzalez:  this morning, 10/20, “the Indian Apia informed him that he had killed an Indian named David, because the said David had stolen cattle & horses in Alabama & Georgia & was of bad character.”  D.d. 10/20/1834.

The case file says “not a true bill”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Apia, an Indian

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

[m]
Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

David
Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m. Betsy
Children:

at least 1 child
Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1835]




ESCAMBIA

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Richard Whitaker
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1835


Court proceedings:  5/1835:  fG mansl.  $200 fine.



AIK indictment against RW for another offense:  see files.
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: 67-8


Escambia County case file 1835-2865, on 3/10/1835, the date of the assault

AIK:  notative bill.  Alexander Land swore out an affidavit against Whitaker.  Said he bought a barrel of beef from store of John H. Hall Co. for $9 and it “was warrented sweet or no sale.”  He took it home and it was not.  Brought it back & said he wanted his money back.  He succeeded in rolling the barrel back from whence it came and Whitaker took a pistol and snapped it at him.  Land immediately took it from him.”

Investigation by C. Evans, j.p., who issued warrant for arrest of RW.  

 Lamb said “Whitaker threatened to shoot him” if he tried to return the beef to the store, & when he did, “Whitaker took a pistol herewith exhibited and snaped it at him.”


John Roback:  corroborated Lamb’s story and said Whitaker called Lame a “Blamed little wimpering puppy.”  


The pistol was “loaded with a small quantity of powder five buck shot.”


RW bonded for $200 to appear at next Superior Court.  At that court, the indictment was returned as not a true bill.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Robert Whitaker

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1837, Jan. 30




ESCAMBIA

CT

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  HONOR / master (assailant) ordered victim to stop beating his slave
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:
10 pm
Days to death:  [1]

SUSPECT(s):
Florentino Cummyns
VICTIM(s):
Rafael Gonzales

Weapon:  [gun] shot in the thigh.  

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 1/31/1837

Indictment:  mansl


Term: 5/1837


Court proceedings:  5/1837:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: 124, 127


Escambia County case files 1837-2917

I.d. 1/31/1837:  Jury of Inquest summoned to inquire over Rafael Gonzales on how he “came to his death.”

Adele Racheblanc:  says RG was in the “yard of Mr. Commyns beating a negro woman belonging to Mr. Commyns.  Mr. Commyns went out and ordered him off – Gonzales refused to go.  Gonzales advanced on Mr. Commyns and Mr. Commyns retreated went in the house and armed himself . . . went out and ordered him off again.  Gonzalez continued to advance upon and dared him to shoot him when Mr. Cummyns shot him in self defense.  This occurred about 10 o’clock at night.”  Further stated that Gonzalez was standing at the kitchen door and commenced advancing upon Mr. Commyns.  Commyns said that if he continued to advance he would shoot.

Sophia Rocheblou:  ditto

 Joseph [Jose] Maura:  swore that he found Gonzales “lying senseless in the yard – he was taken up and carried in the kitchen when he revived – Gonzales said that his “bad head” had brought him to the situation “that he was in.”  Mr. Commyns came in, when Gonzalez “begged pardon several times.”  [d.d. 2/1/1837]
Joseph Sierra:  sworn that while he was in the billiard room on Monday evening “heard the report of a gun.  In a few minutes after Mr. Commyns came into the Billiard Room with his gun and asked who would go with him to the Mayors that he . . . had killed Raphel Gonzalez in his courtyard.  Mr. Celestino Gonzalez and myself came round to Mr Commyns yard and found Rapheal Gonzalise lying in the yard between Mr Commyns’ bedroom & the kitchen, he was nearer to the bedroom that was to the Kitchen.”  While they all were inside Mr Commyns “stooped down to him and inquired how he . . . was – Gonzales replied that he was badly off and said that he begged Mr Commyns pardon for what he had done.  Mr Commyns replied that he was already pardoned – yesterday morning I went with Mr Commyns to Dr. Brosnahan’s where Gonzales was.  Gonzales told Mr. Commyns that “he . . . had got [what] he deserved and he had sought for it – that Mr. Commyns was properly right.”  [d.d. 2/1/1837]

Commyns bonded for $100 to appear at next term of Superior Court, witnesses also bonded.  Indicted by Grand Jury, 5/1837 term, for manslaughter.  fNG.  Gonzales was shot in the thigh.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Florentia Cummyns

Ethnicity:




Race:


[Hisp]
Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Rafael Gonzales
Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1837, May




Mallet’s Landing, ESCAMBIA

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL / GENOCIDE

Intox?:  probably assailants

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


SUSPECT(s):
a group of whites
VICTIM(s):
Jim

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 5/13/1837:  “A friendly Indian named Jim, who has been known by the inhabitants there (Mallet’s Landing) for twelve years past was most barbarously murdered by a party of lawless whites.  These heroes are supposed to have been drunk when they perpetrated this outrage – They are the very last persons to go out with their neighbors against the hostile Indians, and expend their heroism upon those who are inoffensive and friendly!  It is high time that these unprincipled wretches be made to pay with their lives.  The penalty of thus violating the laws of the land . . . The Indian, when friendly and peaceable is as much entitled to the protectiong of our laws as the best man in the community. We understand that Jim had been always of great service to the whites, as a guide, interpreter, &c.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Jim

Ethnicity:



Race:


Indian

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1837]




ESCAMBIA

CT


NOTE:  could be involved in homicide of Jim

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Charles Hersbill
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1837


Court proceedings:  5/1837:  fG voluntary manslaughter.  39 lashes.

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: 124, 130

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Charles Hersbill

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1837]




ESCAMBIA

CT

NOTE:  could be involved in homicide of Jim

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John York
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder, riot, and assault


Term: [5/1837]


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1833-8: v. 3: circa p. 141

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John York

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1838]




ESCAMBIA

CT


NOTE:  the same homicide as Henry?  

CHECK:  where in the notes did it say that they killed their master?
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD MASTER by SLAVES

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Lewis, a slave; Henry, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1838


Court proceedings:  Lewis:  11/1838:  fG.  To hang 12/28/1838.  Henry:  fG.  To hang 12/28/1838.  Henry was hanged.
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 13, 25, 27-29

25-6:  Lewis by his attorney asks that he be released on the grounds that he is a Lunatic, motion denied.  The Jury decided that he is sane, and Lewis remanded to jail 11/1838.

Newspaper:  


Pensacola Gazette, 1/5/1839
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Lewis

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Henry

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slaveowner [planter]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1838, Nov. 24




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  yes, suspect & victim
Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
9 pm
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Sam Jones (mulatto)
VICTIM(s):
Major Trustee (mulatto)

Weapon:  knife.  Died 1.5 hours later.

Circumstances:  Sam Jones (mulatto) killed Major Trustee (mulatto) outside the wall of the Navy Yard after a long night of drinking.  Both men attached to the Navy yard.  Two left a group they were with singing together about 9:00.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [11/1838]


Court proceedings:  11/1838:  fG mansl.  39 stripes & 12 months in jail.  Court testimony in Pensacola Gazette, January 5, 1839, extremely long article, many witnesses.

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 30

Newspaper:  


Pensacola Gazette, November 24, 1838, January 5, 1839.  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Sam Jones

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Major Trustee

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, Mar. 24




ESCAMBIA

CT

P
VOUCHER
FILE


DATE:  4/4 from indictment; Sunday before 3/30/1839 from newspaper
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD MASTER by SLAVE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:
8pm
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Adam, a slave
VICTIM(s):
John Sunday

Weapon:  [gun] shot in the right side of his head

Circumstances:  NOTE:  the Pensacola GAZETTE believes Adam’s claim that he was a member of a conspiracy to kill JS, which included whites.  Shot at his home while sitting by his fire.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [5/1839]


Court proceedings:  5/1839:  Adam:  fG.  To hang 6/14/1839.  Hanged.
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 53-4



Adam:  a slave valued at $700, property of John Sunday

Certificate of Value of Adam, a slave, May Term 1839, Territorial Auditor, Vouchers Rg 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, folder 2.

Escambia County case files 1839-569
Indictment:  Witnesses:  George Sunday, John Sunday, Francis Sunday, Jenny, Lacy, June, Anna, and Jacks.

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 3/30/1839:  On Sunday night, 8pm, JS “shot dead at his residence in this county.  The murderer is not known.  Suspicions are afloat, but there has as yet been nothing discovered to lead to detection.l  The deceased was sitting at his fire when he was shot from outside of the door.  There was no white person present.

Pensacola Gazette, 5/18/1839:  Adam, JS’s slave, fG of killing Sunday.  Influenced by the actions of Lewis, a pardoned slave murderer.

Pensacola Gazette, 6/15/1839:  Admitted his guilt and also “implicated in a number of other crimes.  We forbear to state particulars, as some of those who are accused by Adam are of a complexion which secures them against his statement, even though they had been made under oath.  It turns out, however, as was believed by almost everyone who heard the testimony, that Adam was the mere instrument in the crime, a willing instrument, it is true, and therefore a proper subject of punishment – but in other respects not more guilty than his companions in crime.”
Pensacola Gazette, 6/29/1839:  a phrenology lecture of the heads of Henry, Wilkes, and Adam, blacks recently executed in Pensacola.  Tonight Dr. Buchanon gives his last lectures at Collins Parlor, to commence at 8:15.  Will lecture on 3 heads plus “the famous Cast of Napoleon’s head by Dr. Arommach, &c.  These subjects are deeply interesting, and as this is the only opportumity we shall have of hearing them properly illustrated, we expect ther will be a general turnout of our intelligent citizens.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Adam, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of John Sunday

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Sunday
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slaveowner [planter]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, [Apr.]




ESCAMBIA

CT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM] WHITE by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Wilkes, a slave
VICTIM(s):
___ Vaughn

Weapon:  stabbed [knife]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [5/1839]


Court proceedings:  5/1839:  Wilkes: fG.  To hang 5/24/1839.  Hanged 5/25/1839.
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 53-4



Wilkes:  a slave valued at $800

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 5/4/1839:  “A young man, well known in Pensacola, named Vaughn, was stabbed and dreadfully mangled by a negro belonging to Mrs. All, who lives 13 miles hence in the Claibourne Road.  A Jury of Inquest was held on the body of the deceased and their finding was as above.  Vaughn was lately from Montgomery Alabama.  The negro is now in jail.”

Pensacola Gazette, 5/4/1839:  Wilkes was convicted & sentenced to hang.

Pensacola Gazette, 5/25/1839:  “The slave Wilkes . . . expiated his crime on the gallows yesterday.  He evinced we understand, no compunction, although he at no time pretended to deny his guilt.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Wilkes, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Mrs. All
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Vaughn

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:


ESC
Birthplace:

recently from Montgomery, AL
Religion:



Organizations:



1839, July 22




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

P
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  possibly both
Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:
11pm
Days to death:  0 [or 3]

SUSPECT(s):
Joseph [aka Phillip] Pitto [aka Phillippe Peatro]
VICTIM(s):
Joseph Alton

Weapon:  stabbed [sharp] in the evening & died 10 o’clock the next day [or he died 7/25 – the examination contradicted itself on the date of JA’s death]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  [murder]

Term: [12/1839]


Court proceedings:  12/1839:  fG of manslaughter.  39 stripes “well laid on.”

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 72-3


Escambia County case files 1839-3082:  examination by j.p.: 
Statement by victim made at his residence on July 23, 1839:  on 6/22 on Baylen Street:  about 11pm he was stabbed between his ribs on the left side by Phillip Pitto “who was formerly and recently acting as sextant of the Roman Catholic Church.”  “He never gave him any provocation – that they met on the street and that . . . Pitto first endeavoured to strike him with a stick he had in his possession which he Alton immediately warded off – and then received the stab as above stated.”
Rachel Alton:  at 11pm PItto “was sitting on her steps when Joseph Alton came up and said I have caught you at last and now . . . pray you and he the said Alton did then beat the prisoner Pitto unmercifully, after which he Pitto made his escape.  She then went in pursuit of the City Marshal to prevent Alton from obeying her and upon her return she found Alton was stabbed and lying on the side of the street but does not know by whome he was stabbed.”  Says she is the “lawful wife” of Alton.
Joseph E. Caro for the Suspect:  “standing at the Corner of his house in the City of Pensacola when he heard some noise and on looking up the street saw two persons in a scuffle as if fighting – shortly afterwards Phillip Pitto the accused come to him and stated that he had been dreadfully beaten and abused by a man whose name he did not know but thought he lived on the waterside to which the witness replied that . . . he had better go and get the Marshal, or go home.  After some consideration Pitto decided to go home perhaps 10 or 15 minutes afterwards.”  HE saw two men engaged again where the first scuffle had taken place.

Ordered carried to jail until the November term of the court.

Alton died on 7/25.

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 7/27/1839:  “They had, it seems, had a rencounter before in the same evening – No witnesses.  Peatro in custody.  Trial in November next.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joseph Pitto [aka Phillippe Peatro]
Ethnicity:

Italian
Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

sexton of the Roman Catholic church
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Joseph Alton
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m. to Rachel
Children:



Occupation:

grog shop operator
Town:


Pensacola
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1840, Feb.




at sea, off the coast of Vera Cruz
CT

FILE

NOTE:  at sea, do not count

Class:   do not count
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    WORK SAILOR by SAILOR
Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Munroe
VICTIM(s):
John Dunmore

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1840


Court proceedings:  5/1840: fNG

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 87, 99


Escambia County case file 1840 – 618

Affidavit of William Thompson, 4/7/1840:  Thompson a seaman on U. S. Ship Erie, witness.  John Munroe (while both were on ship off the coast of Vera Cruz, some time in February)_, thrust his knife about a foot long towards another seaman named John Dunmore several times and immediately afterwards saw three wounds and then saw Denmore stagger forward with blood coming out of his mouth.

Another witness heard Munroe call Dunmore a “black rascal.”  Dunmore then said to the prisoner “If you call me a son of a bitch I would knock your head off.  Munroe then said come and knock it off.  Dunmore then advanced & knocked the prisoner down – saw them clinch after Munroe got up.”  Said he saw no knife in Munroe’s hand.  fNG

Warrant for arrest signed by Dillon Jordan, 4/23/1840.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Munroe
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Dunmore
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1842]




ESCAMBIA

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  [QUARREL UNKNOWN CAUSE]
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Samuel Burr
VICTIM(s):
Henry Bell

Weapon:  rifle

Circumstances:  started at a mill.  Victim shot assailant with pistol, assailant went home & got his rifle & shot victim.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1842


Court proceedings:  5/1842: fG of manslaughter.  $200 fine.

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 188, 193

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette 5/14/1842:  verdict of manslaughter and a $200 fine.  “rencounter took place between the parties at a mill; Bell shot Burr with a pistol through the side, the ball breaking two ribs and passing through the cavity of his body.”  Burr then ran into his house and got his rifle and shot Bell from his garden while he was passing his house – 90 or 100 yards off and killed him.  “The interval between the two shots was three or four minutes.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Samuel Burr

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Henry Bell
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1843]





Pensacola, ESCAMBIA
P


NOTE:  It appears the assault by JA in Pensacola was only an attempted murder.

Class of death:   do not count as a homicide
Class of crime:   AIK
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
[ROBBERY]
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Avant
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   leader of a gang of outlaws—“a monster in human shape” whose life had for “years been marked by crimes of the deepest dye.”  His “band of outlaws” hid in swamps in western Florida and “perpetrated murder and robbery upopn all hwo fell in his way.”  Came to Florida after shooting an Alabama magistrate.  Alleged to have committed murders in Pensacola and Marianna.  Captured with several of his gang in 1845 in the swamps north of Apalachicola.  The captives were taken to Marianna, where JA was hanged “without form of trial.”  The lynching party threatened “four men of the blackleg order . . . that if they were found in the place after the lapse of ten hours they should suffer the same fate.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 6/28/1845:  “Avant was a monster in human form and his life for a series of years has been marked by crimes of the deepest die.  He came to our city some years ago, a fugitive from justice from the State of Alabama, where he had murdered a sheriff.  He had not been here long before he attempted the assassination of one of our citizens, and being obliged to fly from here he went to Marianna, where he was concerned in the murder of another officer—he then fled to the swamps contiguous to that town, where he has since, up to the time of his apprehension, and at the head of a band of outlaws, perpetrated murder and robbery upon all who fell in his way.  To such a length had his audacity been carried, it was considered dangerous to travel through that part of the state.  The peace and well-being of the community demanded that such a villain should meet retribution for his outrages—and owing to the inefficiency of our Territorial government no jails have been provided for the security of criminals; he and his accomplice, therefore, in order to insure their punishment were brought to a speedy execution.—Those concerned were actuated by another motive:  there are still remaining a number of men of the same desperate character in the swamps about the country, and an example, which the slow process of law could not afford, was necessary to strike them with terror.  The only sentiment which we can express on the subject is, a regret that the necessity of the case should have demanded an application of Lynch’s code.”


Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 8/4/1846


Tallahassee Floridian, 8/1 & 8/1846

Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 190-1.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

James Avant
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

leader of a band of outlaws
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1844]




ESCAMBIA

CT

VOUCHER
NOTE:  All on same page of indictments and in the same voucher – probably were involved together in one murder.
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Miguel Bonifay, George G. Young, Christopher C. Thompson, Albert Tillingam [Fillingain]
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1844


Court proceedings:  1847:  put on absentee docket [fled]
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1842-5: v. 5: 108

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 2, FSArchives.


Put on absentee docket, 1847

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Miguel Bonifay

Ethnicity:



Race:


[Hisp]
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  
George G. Young, Christopher C. Thompson, Albert Tillingam [Fillingain]

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1846]




ESCAMBIA

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Henderson
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1846


Court proceedings:  __

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1846-54: v. A: n.p.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Henderson

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1847]




ESCAMBIA

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Osborne [aka Asburn] (aided and abetted by Martha Osborne)
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 6/1847


Court proceedings:  6/1847:  JO:  fG of manslaughter.  39 stripes.

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1846-54: v. A: n.p.

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosectutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 2



Schedule of costs



JO insolvent:  state liable for costs
Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosectutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 3



MO:  placed on absentee docket

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Osborne and Martha Osborne

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

JA:  poor, insolvent, cannot pay costs
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1852, June 13




Barrancas, ESCAMBIA

CT

PROC (P)

PROC (GOV)

FILE
VOUCHER

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM SLAVE by SLAVE

Motive:  HONOR / QUARREL over CARDS / victim accused assailant of being a cheat

Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Prior
VICTIM(s):
Adam Thomas

Weapon:  stick of wood [blunt] to right side of head over the right temple.  3” wide & 2” deep.  Died instantly.


Circumstances:  while playing cards in slave quarters.  Henry broke up the game, the game restarted, & Henry came in again, when Adam warned others not to play with Henry, saying Henry was a cheat.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [10/1852]


Court proceedings:  10/1852:  fG of 1st degree manslaughter.  25 lashes & 2 hours at the pillory.

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1846-54: v. A: n.p.


Escambia County case files:  1852-1276:  State v. Henry Prior

HP, a negro slave, property of John Sweeny, on 6/13/1852, m. AT.  Numerous slaves called to testify.

Joseph Isadore, a slave of Jasper Strong:  Self, Adam, prisoner, & others were playing cards.  “Henry came up & scolded to Adam saying, ‘I tell you quit meddling with my business,’ looked at him a moment & then struck him over the head with the lightwood . . . saw no anger on either side. Adam still & steady . . . Did not hear any accusation of foul play.”

Moses Smith, a slave of Joseph Sweeney:  “playing cards” “Strong come and broke game up – then played again.  Adam told him that Henry was cheating.  Henry thought he was drunk and told him to go away and if he did not he’d hit him.  Then outside of quarter Isodore come in – Adam said ‘don’t play with Henry he’l cheat you & then Henry said, ‘I told you not to meddle with my business’ & then struck him.  “You have kilt him’ I said.  “O he’s only drunk.  I did not hit him hard to hurt him’ – pushed up Adam . . . did I hurt you?  Adam tried to talk, but could not.”


CROSS-EXAMINATION:  Henry said “Moses you are jokeing – I did not mean to hurt him. – go and tell Marster all about it.’”


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Ser 13, Book 1, #200, 179, FSArchives

$100 reward, Thomas Brown, 7/10/1852.  61” tall, stout built in proportion to height, dark brown scar on right wrist.  Escaped after the Spring term of the Circuit Court.

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 3, FSArchives.



Owen Avery paid $3 for erecting the pillory.

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post-Mortem Examinations, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 7, fol. 2, FSArchives.



Payment for coroner’s report.

Newspaper:  


Pensacola Gazette, 7/31/1852:  ditto the proclamation

Pensacola Gazette, 10/16/1852:  captured & convicted.  To be whipped & stand in  pillory.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Prior

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

m



Age:


adult

Literate:



Phys char:



73”

Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of John Sweeny

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Adam Thomas

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of Thomas F. White

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1853, Feb. 10




ESCAMBIA

FILE
VOUCHER

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  18

SUSPECT(s):
William B. Jordan
VICTIM(s):
Joseph Thomas

Weapon:  stabbed in left side of neck [sharp].  Died 2/28

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 2/28/1853

Indictment:  bill not found for murder

Term: 2/1853

Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Escambia County case file

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 7, fol. 3, FSArchives.  Post-mortem examination on Joseph Thomas, i.d. 2/28/1853

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William B. Jordan
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Joseph Thomas
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1853, [June]




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA
VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
LYNCHING of convicted arsonist
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Simon

Cause of death:  [hanged]  [phys]
Circumstances:   fG of arson & sentenced to hang.  He was lynched as he waiting for word of his appeal.


Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 2, fo. 3.  Escambia Co.  FSAr.

State v. Simon:  fG of arson & sentenced to hang.  He was lynched as he waiting for word of his appeal.

Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Simon
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[slave]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1853, Oct. 1




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

FILE

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    COFFEE HOUSE PROPRIETOR by CUSTOMER
Motive:  HONOR / BARRED CUSTOMER from his premises
Intox?:  no
Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Antoine [Antonio J.] Collins
VICTIM(s):
Charles Winters

Weapon:  sword cane -- puncture wound to abdomen [sharp]

Circumstances:  at the coffee house owned by CW.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 6/1854


Court proceedings:  10/1854:  __

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1846-54: v. A: n.p.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1, #236, 226, FSArchives

Escaped from jail.  $100 reward.  28, fair complexion, dark hair, slender made, 72” tall.  Signed by James Browne, 1/5/1854

Escambia County case file 1854 - 1405

Indictment, Spring term, 1854:  stabbed CW with a sword cane on the “right side of the Lower part of the abdomen” 2” wide and 6” deep.  Died. 10/1/1853.   [NOTE:  appeared to Mike Denham that Collins had been a sheriff or constable]  Winters then taken to his home on Palafox St.

John B. Griffen:  “I came up to the house of Charles Winters, he & his mulatto boy Isaac, went in the house.  Antoine Collin being there said that he had sold certain piece of property for ___ and had the money in his hands, which $100 had been paid for a child, that he the witness continued in converstation with Mr. Collins and Mr. Charles Winters came to the door and that amongst other observations remarked:  “I don’t wish you to darken my door again (he Charles Winter had ten stepped in his door) that Collins advanced to step in & Winters put his hands on his breast to show him out, that this was repeated – Two or three times.  Mr. Collins afterward said he would not trust his person anymore but said he would go in and Mr. Winters said he shouldnot, that thelast time Mr. Winters shoved him back.  Mr. Collins drew a pistol and fired at Winters at that time Mr. Winters rushed at him and Collins drew a instrument out of a sword cane and stabbed him.  The weapon of death was “small sharp instrument” that “passed through the body . . . and emerged from the back.”

Collins was warranted to be arrested four times:    9/23/1854, 4/5/1855, 4/1/1856, 7/18/1856, but was not found.

Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal 10/15/1853, from Pensacola Gazette, 10/1/1853, ditto:  “The unusual quiet of our city was disturbed this morning by an affray between A. J. Collins and Charles Winters at the Coffee House of the latter, which resulted in th4e death of Mr. Winters, from a puncture wound in the abdomen.  Mr. W leaves three small children to mourn his untimely death, his wife having died some two weeks since.  We forbear to make any further remarks at preset, as the case in undergoing an investigation before the proper court.”


Floridian and Journal 1/7/1854:  ditto, the proclamation
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Antoine [Antonio J.] Collins

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


28
Literate:



Phys char:



72”

Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Charles Winters
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

widower – wife died 2 weeks before his death
Children:

3 small children
Occupation:

coffee house proprietor
Town:


Pensacola
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1855, Aug.




Warrington, ESCAMBIA

CT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL RIVAL by HUSBAND
Motive:  JEALOUSY / POSSESSIVENESS / anger of adultery with assailant’s wife
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Albert J. Lamberton
VICTIM(s):
Captain Jones

Weapon:  shotgun filled with buckshot

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1855


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-66: v. B: 14

Newspaper:  

Floridian & Journal ___ (from the Pensacola Democrat, 8/16/1855):  “Capt. Jones, one of our Bar Pilots had been shot by A. J. Lamberton, esq., Post Master at Warrington.  He discharged the contents of a double barrel gun loaded with Buck shot, which killed him instantly. – The cause alleged for the rash act is criminal connection between Jones and the wife of Mr. Lamberton, of which it is aaid he had ocular demonstration of the fact.  We forbear to make any further comments.  Mr. Lamberton has made his escape.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Albert J. Lamberton, Esq.
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:

postmaster
Town:


Warrington
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Captain Jones
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

bar pilot
Town:


Warrington
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]




ESCAMBIA

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Hancock
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1856


Court proceedings:  1/1859:  placed on absentee docket [fled]
Legal Records:  

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 4, FSArchives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Hancock

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1858]




Wolsey, ESCAMBIA

P


NOTE:  County uncertain

NOTE:  the 1857 article says he stabbed a negro; 1860 article says he stabbed George Young – possibly two separate incidents, but probably not

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ferdinand McCaskill
VICTIM(s):
George Young

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  hanged in Pensacola on 10/12/1860 for murder of George Young

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian 10/24/1860:  note on FM’s execution for murder of GY.

Pensacola West Florida Times 3/17/1857:  stabbed a Wolsey:  “From the Warrington Correspondence of the Democrat we learn that the boy McCaskill is said to have stabbed the negro in self-defence, which we hope was the case.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ferdinand McCaskill

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

George Young

Ethnicity:



Race:


[b]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, Nov. 14




Pensacola, ESCAMBIA

CT

P
PARDON PETITION
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  RANDOM ATTACK in a drunken rage
Intox?:  yes, assailant
Day of week:
W
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
night
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
James Duggin
VICTIM(s):
William Wallace [and aik on Omar Smith]

Weapon:  knife [sharp] to heart & belly.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:  victim was walking across Palafox street, near the Market House

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [11/1860]


Court proceedings:  11/1860:  fG  To hang.  
Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-66: v. B: 90

Jackson Morton to M. S. Perry, 7/17/1861, Correspondence of the Governor, 1857-88.  RG 101, Ser. 577, Box 1, Folder 3, FSArchives.  See also petition signed by C. C. Younge, Dillon Jordan, & others, ibid.

JM:  prisoner is 23 or 24 & has a countenance no “indication of the murderer or assassin in his appearance.”  “his deportment . . . is unexceptional until becoming intoxicated when he became a madman disposed to assault without discrimination every person he met on the streets in a word he was made a maniac by too free use of free spirits, which has led many before him to the gallows.”

Petition to Gov. M. S. Perry, 12/2/1860.  Correspondence of the Governor, 1857-88.  RG 101, ser. 577, Box 1, fo. 3.  FSA

Petition requesting a pardon for JD, fG in Escambia Co. of killing WW on the night of 11/31/1860 and sentenced to hang.  “Killing was not malicious and the Prisoner did the deed when under the influence of liquor and while excited by provocations, occasioned only a short time before, when in company of the deceased and others all of whom being seamen or of that class and indulging in drink.”

Newspaper:  

Floridian & Journal 11/17/1860:  Wednesday night.  Coroner’s jury:  William Wallace, the victim of this brutal outrage, was walking across Palafox street, near the Market House, when he was attacked by a man named James Duggin, a sailor on board the brig Wenonah, who stabbed him twice with a ___ knife, one wound penetrating the heart, and the other the stomach.  Although some standing near heard the cry of Wallace, and ran immediately to the spot, life was entirely extinct, such was the fatal precision of the ____.  Another man named Omar Smith, was dangerously stabbed in the abdomen by the same hand a moment before.  Duggan ran down the wharf, jumped into a boat, and pushed off fro the brig, which was lying out in the bay.  He was immediately pursued by the officers, and arrested within a half hour of the committal of the murder.  He was taken before Smith, supposed to be in a dying condition, who identified him as the man who had stabbed him and killed Wallace.  The Grand Jury rendered a verdict in accordance with the above facts.”  Jailed Friday for trial at next Circuit Court, which meets the last Monday of the present month.  (from the Pensacola Gazette)

Fernandina East Floridian 11/21/1860:  JD committed for trial (from Pensacola Observer)

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Duggin
Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


23
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

sailor on board the brig Wenonah
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William Wallace
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

sailor
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1861]




ESCAMBIA

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Michael McGuire
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1861


Court proceedings:  fG

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-66: v. B: 106

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Michael McGuire

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1861]




ESCAMBIA

CT

PARDON
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Andrews
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1861


Court proceedings:  fG of manslaughter.  $500 fine

Legal Records:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-66: v. B: 113


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, p. 389.  FSAr.

Remission of fine of $500 for JA, fG mansl in Escambia Co Ct.  John Milton, 5/1/1862. 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Andrews

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1861]




ESCAMBIA

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Green M. McCann
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term:  _/1861

Court proceedings:  dism
Legal Records:  

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 2, fol. 5, FSArchives.



Schedule of costs, discharged
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Green M. McCann
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








