Florida Homicides – Jefferson County (Monticello)
CHECK:  Yeomans lynching, 1846 – and look for murders committed in the area by the Burney gang and the Yeomans gang


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1828:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: (5/1828t-11/1841t)


Includes Jefferson, Madison, and Hamilton counties.  



First court in Hamilton:  1830



First court in Madison:  1840

MISSING:  1842-5

Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1846-54, Book A: (4/1846t-4/1854t)

Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1854-70, Book B: (11/1854t-11/1860 end of notes)






JEFFERSON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1830]




JEFFERSON
CT
P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:

Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Moses Townsend
VICTIM(s):
Jonathan Vickery

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder, a&b

Term: 11/1830

Court proceedings:  12/1834:  escaped.  4/1840:  dismissed from docket

At same term, Stephen Townsend & others indicted for a&b & false imprisonment
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 21, 444
23:  On order of the court Moses Townsend was taken into custody to await his trial next term.  Marshal of the Middle District to keep him in a safe & secure custody until the next term of court.


Jefferson County Grand Jury Presentments, 11/29/1834, Minute Book 1: 133

Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Newspaper:  

Floridian 12/6/1834:  Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Moses Townsend
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Jonathan Vickery
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:


Marital Status:


Children:


Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:


Organizations:



1832, Nov.




Montecello, JEFFERSON

CT
FILE

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  HONOR / a duel without seconds
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Josiah Hiott
VICTIM(s):
Joseph Jenkins

Weapon:  shotgun – 2 blasts.  Died almost instantly.

Circumstances:  in the public square

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder and manslaughter

Term: 11/1832

Court proceedings:  11/1832:  fNG
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 62, 66

Jefferson County case files



Affidavits



Thomas Harvey before Edmund McDaniell, 11/6/1832

Stephen Bridges before John Cuthbert, 11/10/1832:  “he was coming Mr. Blackburn’s . . . with my wagon and horses, as I advanced, I saw Mr. Hiott standing between Mr. Collins Store and Mr. Palmer’s House.  I saw Mr. Jenkins coming towards Mr. William’s Store.  Mr. Hiott had his gun in his hands.  The muzzle down.  I stopped by horses & wagon – Mr. Jenkins still continued to advance on until he came to what they call the market block & got upon it.  Mr. Hiott replied he is a mark, a man’s head to shoot at.  Clapping his hands to breast, saying to him [Hiott] to shoot as quick as he pleased – They stood there for some considerable time, at length something was said, something about seconds but I did not understand what – at length I heard Jenkins call to Col. Parish – come here – but he did not come I heard Mr. Hiott tell him not to raise his gun any higher – they stood in that position for some time – I saw the blaze of Mr. Jenkins gun, I wheeled my eyes upon Mr. Hiott and saw the blaze of his gun, I wheeled my eyes upon Mr. Jenkins.  I saw him to stagger back or try to get behind the oak.  He recovered or still remained on the block – he commended the other fire but never got his gun to his face – dropped his gun & stood towards the Court House.  Took three or four stepps then Hiott fired the other barrel at him.  He then went three our four steps further & dropped down.  Hiott then went into Collins store.  Jenkins had approached Hiott with a double barreled shotgun from Williams Store.”

Joseph McCants:  

Abram Bellamy:  

____:  Long testimony:  Jenkins paraded through the street with a gun and fired at something then is shot by Hiott.  Both were armed with double barreled shot guns.

E. E> Blackburn:  The two met at the Williams store and began cursing each other.  Hiott rode off on his horse cursing Jenkins further saying that he was a “damn pitifull puppy and not worth his notice.”  Hiott rode down the street to Collins store where he hitched his horse.  Jenkins advanced, Hiott warned him to stop and said he would shoot if he didn’t stop.  Two shots went off in unison and Jenkins was killed.  Hiott then went into Collins store and then surrendered himself to the Sheriff.  Said he killed in self defense.

Joseph Manning, Sheriff.  Hiott bonded for $2000.

Jones Parish:  Jenkins asked Hiott if he was the rascal who cut him last night . . . Hiott replied that Jenkins was below his notice.  At Collins store Hiott fired his gun at Jenkins (one barrel and missed).  Jenkins fired his at Hiott (both barrels) and missed Hiott “took deliberate aim & shot Jenkins the deceased exclaiming ‘I am a dead man.’”
James Hall:  after the encounter at Williams store Jenkins went into the store and got a shotgun and followed Hiott to Collins store.  Hiott upon seeing Jenkins “dared him to come over he replying he would not, but if Hiott wished to fight a duel he must change his man & he would his – several menacing motions were made with their guns & Hiott fired first at the dec.  Jenkins fired, retreated, then was shot by Hiott.  Fell and exclaimed he was a dead man.”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Josiah Hiott
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Joseph Jenkins
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1833, Oct. 15




JEFFERSON

FILE

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM] SLAVE by WHITE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Dabney
VICTIM(s):
Edmund, a slave of Alexander Watson

Weapon:  rifle – shot in the leg [long gun]


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1834


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file



Indictment:  5/1834

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Dabney

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Edmund

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

a slave of Alexander Watson

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1834]




JEFFERSON

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ben, a negro slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1834

Court proceedings:  11/1834:  reduced to manslaughter.  39 stripes
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 120, 130
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ben
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Joseph B. Watts
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1834, July 14




JEFFERSON

FILE
CT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Saffold
VICTIM(s):
Martin W. Crawford

Weapon:  shotgun


Circumstances:  both victim & assailant were armed

Inquest:  i.d. 7/15/1834

Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1834

Court proceedings:  12/1834:  escaped.
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case files

Affidavit of Henry Anderson, alias Henry Saffold, before Henson Wilder, j.p., 7/15/1834:  WS “with a double barrel shot gun did shoot” MWC “then he saw soon the dec fall that Dec. had a gun and he did not attempt to shoot Saffold.”

Jefferson County Grand Jury Presentments, 11/29/1834, Minute Book 1: 133

Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Newspaper:  

Floridian 12/6/1834:  Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Saffold

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Martin W. Crawford

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1834, July 30




JEFFERSON

CT

FILE

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL over politics / election / HONOR fighting words
Intox?:  [no]
Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John McDowell
VICTIM(s):
Erasmus Terrel
Weapon:  [phys] “with both hands and fists” on head, neck, shoulders, back, breast, sides, stomach, belly and body “and threw him against the ground.”  Died 0.5 hour later.


Circumstances:  quarrel over an election led to fighting words & a fight that assailant refused to break off, even though bystanders had parted them.

Inquest:  i.d. 7/31/1834

Indictment:  manslaughter

Term: 11/1834

Court proceedings:  12/1834:  escaped.
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case files

Indictment:  “with both hands and fists” on head, neck, shoulders, back, breast, sides, stomach, belly and body “and threw him against the ground.”  Died 0.5 hour later.

Walter Granger:  He saw T & M “sitting before the house of James Grantham” and they were having a “conversation about the election when M commenced an attack on T.”  They were broken up by bystanders but M again took after him.”
Daniel Mathers:  “He observed M & T talking in Granthams yard about the Election.  When T said he was as good as any man on the ground – that M replied, you damned rascal you have deserved a whipping at my hands for sometime and I will give it to you.  M then attacked T but was parted.  T then made off from him.  M pursued him and gave him a blow in the right side of his belly which he thinks was the cause of his death – but he does not think it was M’s aim to kill him , tho it happened so.”

Nancy Granger:  She saw M “bite and gouge” T and said that T “endeavored to avoid M, but M pursued him.”


Jefferson County Grand Jury Presentments, 11/29/1834, Minute Book 1: 133

Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Newspaper:  

Floridian 12/6/1834:  Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Suspect:  

John McDowell

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Erasmus Terrel

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1834, Nov. 15




Monticello, JEFFERSON

CT

FILE

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  GRUDGE or QUARREL [unknown cause]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  6


SUSPECT(s):
Spencer Townsend
VICTIM(s):
Josiah Hyatt

Weapon:  stabbed with a springback knife “in the right breast between the forth and fifth rib penetrating the hollow.”  [sharp] – died 11/21.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 11/21/1834

Indictment:   murder


Term: 11/1834


Court proceedings:  12/1834:  escaped.
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case files


Indictment, 11/1834 term



Inquest, 11/21/1834

Josiah Hiott, d.d. 11/20/1834 before C. E. Arledge, j.p.:  He was sitting in “Hinton’s shop at Monticello talking with Sanks when ST came in and made an assault upon ihm and with a large heavy stick struck him upon the head and arms three or four times and that when [he] had gotten some advantage of ST, John J. Taylor and others unknown separated him from ST and trust ST out of doors.”  He offered to pay Hinton if “he would close the doors and keep them form killing him.  Hinton said ‘you shall go out if they kill you.’”  Hiott “ran out of the house and was pursued by John Taylor, Spencer Townsend, and others unknown.  That Taylor overtook him first and laid hold of him, that Townsend come up immediately after” and he was “dirked or stabbed by one or other but knows not which.”  He fell and was taken to Dr. Taylor’s shop.

B. Peck, d.d. 11/22/1834, before William Budd, j.p.:  Taylor not responsible for holding Hyatt.  Said nobody near Hyatt and ST when ST stabbed him.

Jonson Cook, d.d. 11/22/1834:  ST overtook JH near Mr. Palmer’s stables.  Said ST showed him [Cook] the knife and said he had “dirked Hyatt . . . the springback was broken and was bloody – ST said he would havekilled him if his knife had not broke.”


Jefferson County Grand Jury Presentments, 11/29/1834, Minute Book 1: 133

Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Newspaper:  

Floridian 12/6/1834:  Grand Jury calls for Executive to issue special demand for those accused of homicide in Jefferson and have escaped from justice make special appeal to governors in neighboring states for Moses Townsend, Spencer Townsend, William Saffold, and John McDowell.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Spencer Townsend

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Josiah Hyatt

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1835]




JEFFERSON

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Owen Fountain
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1835

Court proceedings:  4/1840:  dismissed from docket
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 179, 447
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Owen Fountain
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1836, Mar. 5




Monticello, JEFFERSON

CT
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MILITARY MILITIA MAN by MILITIA OFFICER
Motive:  HONOR / assailant demanded his men remain in his company & not join a


rival’s.
Intox?:  yes, assailant
Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:
militia muster day
Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Leonard Dozier
VICTIM(s):
Thomas Redding

Weapon:  shotgun:  the “greater part of the head shot off.”   [long gun]

Circumstances:  at a military muster in Monticello in the public square.  LD threatened to kill TR and anyone else who dared leave his company.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 5/1836

Court proceedings:  
NOTE:  William McCardell charged with a misdemeanor for allowing LD [to escape?]

Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file

Indictment:  murder occurred on 3/5/1836.  Bill of indictment filed 4/1837 term.  Witnesses:  William H. Redding, John L. Taylor, William B. Hurst, William Kinsey, James Story, Benjamin Millichaross, Thomas Palmer, John H. Beale, Dennis Adams, John M. Shannon, George W. Smith, James L. Parish.
Accused by William Redding of shooting and killing TR.  Warrant sworn out by William Budd, j.p., 3/5/1836.
William Redding (brother of TR):  heard D tell his brother that if he left his Company he would kill him.  He said the same to others who would also leave his company.  Redding and others determined to join Capt. Holliman’s Company.  D found TR gathering up his clothes and swore he would kill him before sunset.  D also swore “he would kill someone before sunset and he did not care a damn who it was, so long as it was one of Holliman’s friends.  That he saw D shoot his brother.”

William Hurst and John Taylor:  witnessed the shooting.

Adam Wyrick:  he was at the inquest and remembered the “greater part of the head shot off.”

Numerous witnesses testified they had heard D threaten to kill anyone who decided to join Holliman’s Company.  Thinks the prisoner earlier had a quarrel with ___ Gamble, earlier and shot his dog.

L. B. Parker:  D shot one of the two dogs who were fighting.  D was much intoxicated.  Gamble then followed and attacked D, throwing him down as if for the purpose of beating him – the two commenced fighting.  D fired at Gamble and hit Redding.  Redding and several others were about 6 feet away from the scuffle.  Does not know of any previous quarrel between D & TR.  Later, after D was arrested he said he would not have cared a damn if he had shot the man he intended to shoot and that Redding was not the man he desired to kill.”
George W. Smith:  corroborated the testimony.  Added that D was much “excited by liquor as well as by the general excitement which prevailed in consequence of the dispute about the Command of the Companies.”

Judge Randall refused D bail & ordered him jailed to await trial, 6/18/1836.


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 199
199-200:  LD accused of murder of Thomas Redding.  Warrant issued for his arrest by William Budd, j.p.  LD in Custody of Deputy Marshal and brought before Judge Randal at Chambers 6/11/1836.  LD asks for bail, decision postponed until 6/18 when a “number of witnesses were then summoned examined touching the case . . . “  Judge Randal refused to admit LD to bail and ordered that he be remanded to jail to await trial next term.”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:


TR:  brother of William Redding

Suspect:  

Leonard Dozier

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas Redding
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1836, [Apr.]




JEFFERSON

FILE


NOTE:  to see Mike Denham’s files on “Blacks”

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM] SLAVE by WHITES
Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Bullock and Abraham Grantham
VICTIM(s):
Phoebe, a slave of Light Townsend

Weapon:  [whip] with a “whip the length of 6 feet,” beat her to death, “striking, nbeating, and kicking the said Phoebe in and upon the head, breast, back, sides, belly, arms, and legs.”


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file

Light Townsend, d.d. 4/1836 before William Budd, j.p.:  P “has been cruelly and inhumanely murdered by beating to death” by GB & AG.

Budd issued a warrant for their arrest.  Both bound to appear.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George Bullock and Abraham Grantham

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Phoebe

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

a slave of Light Townsend

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1838, July 5




JEFFERSON

CT
FILE
PROC (P)


DATE:  indictment note says 7/15, testimony note says 7/5

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM by third-party who took up a dispute
Motive:  PROPERTY over running horse in hog field / QUARREL / HONOR 
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:


Time of day:
morning
Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Hugh Duncan
VICTIM(s):
Wildman Hines

Weapon:  stabbed with “a large butcher knife” in the breast

Circumstances:  argument about victim’s horses running in another man’s hog field; assailant took the other man’s side [even though that man was not present]

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1838

Court proceedings:  7/1838:  escaped
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file



Indictment & testimony before William Budd, j.p.

Everett Sealy:  H was passing D’s house on the morning of 7/5.  D & others were talking in front of the house and H stepped up and began a dispute with Daniell Mathews about horses getting into Mr. Page’s field.  H told Mathews that Page threatened to kill the horses if they got into his field.  Mathews told H to keep his horses up.  H replied that he would not, but would keep them at liberty and that if Page killed his horse he (H) would kill enough of Page’s horses to pay for his horse.  D standing by, observed that Page’s Hogs were there before H’s Horse – H replied to D that it was a damn no such thing – D returned the same answer – from that they both caughthold of each other . . . D ordered H away from his house.  H replied to D that if he could go away from his house and there he would give him satisfaction.  H then made up to D and D pushed him away and ordered him from his house.  D again pushed him away and grabbed a butcher’s knife lying on the table and stabbed him with it.

Allen S. Kpper:  D told H as he “collared him” he could whip him if he was not sick, then H replied to D God Damn him he could whip nobody.  D pushed H back – H “made at him – D then reached back and took up a knife from the table that stood by the door.”  Then the stabbing took place.


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 308
Newspaper:  

Floridian 7/28/1838:  Proclamation for the arrest of HD & Alek, a slave.  HD escaped from the Jefferson County jail by “burning through the floor of the compartment in which he was confined.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Hugh Duncan
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Wildman Hines
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, Nov. 9




JEFFERSON

P


NOTE:  not clear from the article whether the victims were killed

Class:   do not count yet
Crime:   AIK or HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
unknown person(s)
VICTIM(s):
“three negroes of Mr. Johnson”

Weapon:  shot [gun]


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Quincy Sentinel, 11/15/1839:  “Three negroes of Mr. Johnson in Jefferson County were shot Saturday last.  Mr. Johnson was from home at the time.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

“three negroes”

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Mr. Johnson

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1840, Apr. 7




JEFFERSON

CT
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:   [NONDOM] 

Motive:  [QUARREL]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  24

SUSPECT(s):
Jesse Holloman
VICTIM(s):
John Lofton

Weapon:  hit on the top of the head with a glass bottle [blunt]:  wound 3” long & 1” deep.  Died. 5/1.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1840

Court proceedings:  __
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file

Indictment:  witnesses:  Wiley Walker, John Philips, John Gorman, Wiley Wards [sp?], D. P. F. Newson, J. B. Hairs, Michael L. Scott.

Sheriff William R. Taylor testified before Judge Alfred Balch that the coroner’s inquest determined that L died as a result of H’s A&B on L.  (H had been prosecuted for the A&B in the previous term.)  Blach swore out a warrant for H’s immediate arrest.  Taylor, also acting as Deputy Marshal, arrested H on 5/4/1840 and brought him before John A. Edwards & Joseph Joyner, j.p.’s and was thereupon incarcerated.


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 497
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jesse Holloman
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Lofton
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1841]




JEFFERSON

CT
PARDON
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Bacon
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1841

Court proceedings:  __
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1828-1841: 595
Proclamation of R. K. Call, 5/8/1843.  Office of the Governor, Letterbook, 1836-1909.  RG 101, ser. 32, v. 2, ___.  FSA

Pardon of HB, charged with murder & fG of mansl in Jefferson Co. Court & sentenced to ___.   “Whereas he suffered a long imprisonment and has a wife and child entirely dependent on him and who are now in need of his services and is altogether destitute of means of paying the ___.”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Bacon
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:

1 ch
Occupation:



poor
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1841, Dec. 1




JEFFERSON

FILE

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  PROPERTY DISPUTE over house built on his property
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night

Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Womble, et al. [a gang]
VICTIM(s):
Henry Sandwich

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  HW believes that the Sandwiches had built their house illegally on his property, but the authorities had backed the Sandwiches’ claim.


Inquest:  i.d. 12/2/1841


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file



Warrant issued 12/3/1841 by Justice of the Peace Shehee

John Sandwich (brother HS):  His brother was shot in the head as a gang approached their house.  They had taken over the house and had forced Mr. Womble by legal action to move out.  Earlier there was some “loud talk about foighting with guns on Monday.  Womble challenged him [JS] & my brother and said they would fight him if he wished – Womble seems to think the house was built wrongfully on his property.

Witnesses say they never saw attackers & also state they are certain they were not Indians.

William Delk:  testified that Womble was there.

___:  Womble had no objection at first of hose being built.  House built on Saturday.  Murder committed on Wednesday.  Went to Tallahassee to get “prescription – Blalock & Sandwiches has pistols “for fear that Womble would molest them . . . don’t pretend to deny that they carried their guns for fear of a difficulty with Womble.”  . . . “on night of the first”  . . .  JS “built and moved the preemption house.”
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Womble, et al. [a gang]

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Henry Sandwich

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1843, July 10




JEFFERSON

FILE

PROC (GOVT & P)
P

NOTE:  according to Denham (1997), Manning an officer of the law.
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    probably LEGAL OFFICER by SUSPECTS
Motive:  probably RESISTING ARREST:  victim accused assailants of being criminals
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
David Burney, William Burney, and Harriman Adams
VICTIM(s):
Joseph Manning

Weapon:  pistol [handgun] – shot in the left breast “a little below the left nipple” – 3 mortal wounds, each 0.5” wide & 12” deep.  Died “instantly.”


Circumstances:  JM circulated a paper claiming that the Burneys had been named by two Georgia convicts as part of a ring of thieves and murderers & slave stealers who dress as Indians and attack people in FL & GA.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled.  Never apprehended.


QUERY:  the same Burney family?

Legal Records:  

Proclamations of R. K. Call, 7/17/1843, Office of the Governor, Letterbooks, 1836-1909, RG 101, Ser. 32, v. 2, n.p. FSArchives.  For arrest of David Burney, fugitive from GA, for AIK on Reuben McMillan.  Governor George Crawford asks for arrest and appoints Donald McAvley agent to receive him.

Jefferson County case files



Indictment of DB, WB, and Harrison Adams, 1843
Proclamations of R. K. Call, 7/17/1843, Office of the Governor, Letterbooks, 1836-1909, RG 101, Ser. 32, v. 2, n.p. FSArchives.  Ditto newspapers.


D: 25 or 26 [newspaper, sic, says 25 or 28]

“$200 reward. Proclamation by the Governor of Florida . . . the said William and David Burney are fugitives from justice . . . Given under my hand and seal of the Territory, at the Capital . . . July 1843.”  Broadside 23.5 by 17 cm.  American Imprints 222 Inventory [An untitled list of Florida Imprints through 1976.  Tallahassee: State Library of Florida, 1940] (p. 325 series)

Newspaper:  

St. Augustine News, 9/9/1843:  from the Tallahassee Floridian:  “daring atrocities believed to have been committed . . . by white men dressed as Indians.”  Have attacked many people.  “cut-throats, and negro stealers”  [ NOTE:  this is a separate article just above the article on the Burneys]

St. Augustine News, 9/9/1843:  from the Tallahassee Floridian:  Governor Call of FL offered $200 reward for Burney brothers for murder of Joseph Manning “at a public gathering at Bunker Hill.”  “the origin of the difficulties between the parties is said to have grown out of reports circulated recently upon the alleged authority of confessions of two convicts, recently sent to the penitentiary of Georgia from Lowdens county for man-slaughter, which implicate several citizens of Georgia and Florida as being concerned in some of the murders in the Territory hitherto attributed to the Indians, and in forming an organized band for abducting slaves and plundering other property, and on a list had by Mr. Manning and others were said to have been the names of the Messrs. Burneys.


We have not words to express our horror on account of the reports founded upon the alleged confessions of the Georgia convicts.  We learn tat several citizens of Florida, heretofore esteemed to be respectable, are named, in conjunction with some of the verriest outcasts of society, refugees from other parts, brought hither since the war, as being members of an organized gang of robbers and murderers; and it is asserted that circumstances are detailed of their personal participation in deeds of outrage and murder upon their neighbors, in the disguise of Indians, too horrible to repeat, and too incredible to be believed.  If there is a shadow of truth in these reports, the matter should be ferreted out:  the facts should be made public.—The innocent should have an opportunity of disproving the allegations implicating them, and the guilty should be punished.  The circulation of these reports and rumors should cease, unless legal steps are taken to investigate the guilt of those accused.”

Florida Sentinel, 10/21/1843; Star of Florida 8/11/1843; Pensacola Gazette 8/5/1843:  WB:  dark brown hair, dark complexion, blue eyes.  DB:  light flaxen hair, light complexion, blue eyes.  Governor R. K. Call, 7/17/1843.  $200 reward.
Tallahassee Star of Florida, 8/11/1843:  Minutes of the “Public Meeting for the Protection of Property and Upholdinng the Cause of Justice.”

Tallahassee Floridian, 11/22/1843

Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 11/25/1843

Florida Sentinel, 8/18/1852:  Proclamation for arrest of William J. Burney of Glynn County, GA.  Killed Albert G. Burnet on 6/14/1852.  $150 reward.  Fugitive.  20, 70”, low forehead, dark hair, small squint eyes, has but little to say when sober, dark compleion.  145 lbs.  Supposed to have gone to Florida by the name of Johnson.  Has brother-in-law named Thomas P. Tuten, near Jasper, Hamilton County, FL.

Other Sources:

Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 191.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

David Burney

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m


Age:


25 or 26
Phys char:



70”, 130 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

William Burney

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m



Age:


28

Phys char:



69”, 150 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Harriman Adams

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Joseph Manning

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

law officer
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1846, Jan. 2 [SY]




Monticello, JEFFERSON
1846, [Apr.] [JJ]
P

DIARY
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
VIGILANTE JUSTICE – suspected slave stealers & murderers
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
F / unknown
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Stephen Yeomans and Jackson Jewel

Cause of death:  hanged [phys]

Circumstances:   SY was an accused gang leader, who took over the gang after David and William Burney fled Florida after murdering Joseph Manning, a lawman, in 1843.  Jewel was accused of operating a gang to steal slaves and commit murder.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  

Jefferson County case files, State v. Stephen Yeomans, 1845

Jefferson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, p. 12


These legal records do not refer to homicides.

Newspapers:

Pensacola Gazette, 1/24/1846 (SY) JPEG
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charge he was, that he was one ol an or-

wasaccordingly executed at 120’cieck on

Judge Wareen on a writ of habeas corpus,
and discharged.  1le was immediately
re-arrestea, and under charge of Messis.
Mallory. Brinson and Adams, conveyed
at once to Florida.  On . his way thither,
he conlessed to the gentlemen in whose

ranized gang ofnegro thieves and murder.
crs—that during “the Florida war, they
bud earried ou their operations underthe
gaize of Indians, and that since the war
tuey had stolen negroes in Thomas and |
Lowndes connties Georgia, and Jeflerson:
county, Florida, tothe value of Sl‘),()“().z
e confessed his cerimes in detail, ad
oflere 'them $1,000 cash, tor his relonse.
alleging that if' carried. to Florida, he
knew he would be unceremoniously
hanoed,

On his arrival in Jefferson counly,
Florida, the citizens assembled to the
nuauber of ninety, and afier an investiza.
tion of the facts, took a formal vote, whicl
resulied sisty-seven in favor of hanging,
and twenty.three against it.  Yeomen

the 2dinst, The principal reason (or this
stminary execution of the law  was, the
insecurity of their jails, and the fict of his

havinga band of accomplices i the com.
munity, who would, in_«ll probability,
haye -ellec'ed o release. A reward of
B1,000 has already heen offered by the
citizens for the arrest of others known to
be connected with him who has alread)
sifl red.  One of those implicated was
arrested a few dayg since, we are inform

e, near Newton, Baker co., Gieorgrin,
and adier the infliction of 75 lashes, re-
Jeaged on the ple ‘oo that he  wonld lenve
the State in five hours.

We copy the above statement from the
Savanualh Republican of the 10th inat,
We trustthat the matter may he fully ex.
piaited.  There is nothing more  mis.
:hicvous, more disorganizing and des.
ructive in its tendeney than the extra.jn.
dicial infliction of punigshment known s
Liyoch law.— N, Q. Bee.
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Baltimore (Maryland) Niles Register, 1/17/1846 (SY), 6/6/1846 (SY & JJ)


Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, 5/9/1846 (JJ)
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We notice, with shuame and mertification,
another case of theintliction of Lynch law
within our State. Iun the short space of
one year, four citizens lmw heen d«pnu |
of life—hurvied into eternity with the hOIl’l-
;lc Insse 6l an mfurmml mulmmlc :n,-l in

most pupnln‘ conntics, where the tribunals
of Ju-lu care segularly established, and the
officcrs ol justice fully installed ! \What
s our Constitution—what our volumes of|
statutes worth, il life, libeity and property

are thus placed at the merey of a rob?!
L’nder soch a state of things, no man’s lal'c,
sale—to he suspected 1s death; to be un- !
I)c'lmlar may be rain.
We do hope the Florida press will ex-
press vainanimously theie condemuation and
ablic sence of these inhuwman and sanguina-

ry procecdings.

We tius: no calealations of papularity |
will muzzle the press any where, while lhe!
laws are thuy trampled under foot anld the |
seat of Justice thos nsurped, We care |
not how palpable the villuny--how a:ara-!
vated the erimes of the fonr men wha have!
been hung, under Lynch law, within this
State during the Jast year, the organized
Courts of Justice were certainly to be de-
pended vpon for their punishment, and the
amount and clearness of the evidence which

|
|

is plead in mitigation of their execution
without law, must have ensured them pun-
ishment under the law,

We uare told too how respectable the
crowd—-how dmp’rssmn.ue and orderly tha
procecdinzs,  Such attempts ac extenua-

tion, are offensive to good taste and reason
and an nsult to the understandings of the |
law-abiding portion ol our citizens.

We do most earnestly invoke the aid of
our brother conductors of the Press-—our
Grand Juries and”our citizeas generaliy, to
frown down this licentious disposition, too
prevalent among us, of overstepping law and
overturning our ¢nly monuments cf deflence
against violence and turbuience. Lyunch
law is only to be toleruied in new settle-

vwhere no Courts of Justice are estab-
|—then uecessity mnakes law, but, in
irs where Judicigl Tribunals ore es-
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Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 5/5, 6/9 (XEROX), 11/28/1846.

Tallahassee Floridian, 2/21/1846:  letter to the editor of the News by “A Citizen of Columbia,” dated 2/10/1846

Jacksonville Florida News, 9/16/1848

Niles Register 6/6/1846, p. 214:  Lynched on 5/28/1846 in Jefferson Co.  “after an informal trial by lynch law.  Connected to Yeoman’s case.
Niles Registser 1/17/1846:  Yeomans lynching:  accused of slave stealing.  Discharged by Judge Warren of Baker Co., GA, was rearrested by Mmessers. Malloney, Brenson, and Adams and then off to Florida.  On his way it is stated that he made certain confessions and offered $1000 if they would release him on his arrival at Jefferson County, FL.  Ninety citizens assembled and took a formal vote, which stood 67 for and 23 against hanging him.  He was executed accordingly at noon on 1/2/1846.

Tallahassee Floridian, 11/22/1845:  JPEG
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l’ubllc\ Mecting for the Protection of Froperty
and upholding the cause of Justice.

Ata large mecting of the citizens of Jeflerson
county, Florida, and Thomas and Lowndes countics,’
Georgia, to devise measures for the protection of
their property from being plundered, it being made
known to the meeting that one Stepnex P. Yro-
smaxs, lutely of Jeflerson county,, has heen indicted
for stealing megroes, and running them into Alabama,
ander false names, and that he ix a fugitive from jus-
tice, and is supposed to be larking about on the bor-
ners of Georgia and Florida, and we being satisfied
the safety of the property of the good people of these
countics requires his apprehension for trial:

It was resolved by the meeting unaniwously, that
the President of the meeting be suthorized and re-
quired to offer a reward for the apprehension of said
Ycomans, to be paid on his delivery to the eheritl of
JefTerson county, Florida, at Monticello, 8o that he
may be dealt with according to law.

In pursuance of said resolution, T hereby affur said
reward, for the apprehiension and delivery of said
| Stephen P. Ycomans, as aforesaid.

WM. BAILEY,
(VA )

November 19, 1540, \‘\ ) )
Stephen I'. Ycomans, is about 5 teet 0 inches,
'very dark complexion, black eyes and hair, thin lips,
and has a gray spot on one side of his head ; isabout
25 years of age, rather slender but firm built, and is
) wth Carolina and Georgia.

well know






Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 11/25/1845:  XEROX
Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 191-4, 211.

Hatheway Diary, n.p., Manning Strozier Library, Florida State University:  H was a Tallahassee storekeeper, who wrote on 1/6/1846:  “excitement in Jefferson County.  A man . . . was hanged by convention.”

Eliza Bailey to Burton Bailey, 9/23/1846, Bellamy-Bailey Papers, P. K. Yonge Library, University of Florida.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Stephen Yeomans and Jackson Jewel
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

outlaws
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1848, May 1




JEFFERSON

FILE

CT
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD MASTER by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  1


SUSPECT(s):
Simon (a slave of Richard Cole) (aided and abetted by Elick, a slave, and Poor Boy (aka Dick), a slave)
VICTIM(s):
Richard Cole

Weapon:  [phys]  “with both his hands and feet” threw C “against the ground . . . and heat on Cole’s head, stomach, back, neck, and sides of him . . . strike, beat, and kick and choak.”  Pushed into a branch or creek or pond and drowned. Died 5/2.


Circumstances:  occurred near a “certain branch or creek or pond”


Inquest:  


Indictment:  S:  murder.  E & PB:  felony.

Term: 11/1848


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  To hang 12/15/1848
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file

Indictment:  witnesses:  Asa May and Elick, a slave; and Poor Boy (aka Dick), a slave.


Jefferson Co., Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 217, 223

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Simon (aided and abetted by Elick, a slave, and Poor Boy (aka




 Dick), a slave)

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of Richard Cole

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Richard Cole

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

[planter]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1848]



JEFFERSON

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Holton
VICTIM: John Stafford


Weapon:  “Club or Stick”

Circumstances:  



“Respectable citizens” wrote the Gov. William D. Moseley in favor of Holton stating that he was a “mere beardless boy and committed the crime under the influence of excitement.”

Proclamation of Governor William D. Moseley, August 31, 1849, Book of Record, (Proclamations), RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1 #88 and #102.   See also State vs Thomas J. Holton, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 2, Leon County; Affidavit of Randolph and Gamble, August 30, 1849, Correspondence of Gov. William D. Moseley, box 2, fo. 1, RG 101, Ser. 679, FSAr .


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1848

Court proceedings:  10/1848:  fG.  Jury recommended mercy, but the judge sentenced TH to hang.  The Supreme Court quashed the indictment & ordered that a new indictment be drawn up.  3/29/1849:  Change of venue to Leon County. 3/1849t in Leon County:  transferred from Jefferson County.  fG of mansl.  12 months in jail.  



After a letter from physicians Randolph and Gamble to Governor William Mosely attesting to the poor health of Holton and the dangerous conditions of jail, the governor remitted the balance of the jail term once the prisoner put up a $100 good behavior bond.  
Legal Records:  

Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1846-54, Book A: 214, 223, 227, 231, 249, 364-5; State vs Thomas J. Holton, (1849) Jefferson County Case Files.
227:  The jury found Holton guilty but recommended mercy.  Judge ordered, however, that he be hung on 12/29/1848 by the Sheriff of Jefferson County.

231:  Case came before Supreme Court 1/1849 & Judge Thomas Douglas ordered that a new indictment be drawn up & present judgment quashed.


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 114, 176

Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April 7. 1849
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas Holton
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, June 10




JEFFERSON

CT
PROC (GOVT & P)

FILE

NOTE:  assumed the same person:   Mordecai E. M. Scott indicted on p. 311 & no follow up; David E. M. Scott indicted on p. 313.

CHECK:  the relationship between the two men:  brothers?

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [RELATIVE UNK by UNK]

Motive:  QUARREL / HONOR – assailant refused to be pushed around
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  3

SUSPECT(s):
David E. M. [Mordicai] Scott
VICTIM(s):
Aaron B. Scott

Weapon:  double-barreled shotgun on the “left side of the belly below the short ribs.”  Died 6/13.

Circumstances:  victim playful pushed around the assailant & assailant refused to be manhandled & ordered away

Inquest:  i.d. 6/10/1850

Indictment:  murder

Term: 10/1850

Court proceedings: 9/1850:  escaped.   MEMS:  no further entry – blank.  DEMS:  “transferred”
Legal Records:  

Jefferson County case file


Indictment & Inquest:  apprehended & later escaped
Mitchell Scott:  both David & Aaron were standing in the front yard and David had his gun in his hand and then A “in a playful manner caught David by the suspenders and pulled him about the yard and David told him to let him go which he did giving him a push & told him to go at which time David jumped back cocked his gun and shot him . . . then went to the witnesses horse which was tied near and attempted to make his escape but was prevent by the witness . . . took another horse and rode off.”  David pursued and apprehended by Nathaniel.  David jumped off and pointed gun at Nathaniel and “pointed the gun at the witness and told him to come on as he was ready for him.”  This transpired on June .


William Hurt:  corroborated the testimony.

Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1846-54, Book A: 311 (MEMS), 313 (DEMS)

Book of Record (Proclamations) RG 156, Ser. 13, 10/3/1850, Book 1:  124, 145

$100 reward.  Escaped while awaiting trial.  Square built, nearsighted, generally wears spectacles, sandy curly hair, very talktative particularly when taking a drink of ardent spirits.  Language very much like that of a low country Georgia or South Carolina negro.  Governor Thomas Brown.

Newspaper:  


Florida Sentinel, 10/8/1850:  ditto the proclamation.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

David E. M. [Mordecai] Scott
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m


Age:


40
Phys char:



66”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Aaron B. Scott
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1851, Sept. 10




JEFFERSON

CT
FILE

NOTE:  see Book A, 355, 523, on the escape

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [HOUSEHOLD SLAVE by OVERSEER]
Motive:  [DISCIPLINE / ABUSE]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  2

SUSPECT(s):
Guilford Dawkins
VICTIM(s):
Jane, a slave of Daniel Sturges

Weapon:  whip – struck her continuously and threw her on the ground.  Died on 9/12.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder / “death by cruelty”

Term: 11/1851

Court proceedings:  Escaped – could not be apprehended.  4/1854:  transferred [to next book]
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case files



Indictment


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1846-54, Book A: 355, 523
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Guilford Dawkins
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Jane
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

a slave of Daniel Sturges
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1851]




JEFFERSON

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Jerry, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1851

Court proceedings:  4/1854:  transferred [to next book]
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1846-54, Book A: 355, 523
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jerry
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]




JEFFERSON

CT
PARDON
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Riley
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1856

Court proceedings:  4/1857:  fG of manslaughter.  “Sheriff to inflict the whipping on tomorrow” (39 stripes on bare back) & 2 months in the common jail of the county.  Pardoned:  required that GR leave the state.
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1854-70, Book B: 83, 115

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #296, 286.  FSAr.

Remission of jail term for George Riley, fG of mansl and sentenced to be whipped and imprisoned for 2 months.  Philip Dell, acting Gov. of the State (President of the Senate) released GR from sentence “on condition that the said Riley leave the limits of the State of Florida never to return.”  James Broome, 5/7/1857.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George Riley
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1857, Apr. 7




JEFFERSON

CT
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM SLAVE by SLAVE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  2

SUSPECT(s):
John, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Luke

Weapon:  stick [blunt].  Died 8/9

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 4/1857

Court proceedings:  5/1860:  np
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1854-70, Book B: 116, 274

Jefferson County case files



Indictment:  Witnesses:  Isaac, Charles, David, Isaiah.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John, a slave
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Charles Taylor
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Luke
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Martin Palmer
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1859, Oct. 1




JEFFERSON

CT
FILE

DATE:  indictment says crime occurred 10/1, but deposition is dated 9/30

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  HONOR / quarrel
Intox?:  probably victim
Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  10

SUSPECT(s):
Joseph L. Hampton
VICTIM(s):
G. W. Gillespie

Weapon:  pistol [handgun] shot in backbone & severed spine.  Died 10/10.

Circumstances:  victim insulted assailant twice, once jesting that the assailant was “friendly” with a slave woman he had hired, and once for saying “damn the regulators.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1859

Court proceedings:  fled.  Never apprehended.
Legal Records:  


Jefferson County case file

Affidavit of G. W. Gillespie, 9/30/1859:  He was working on a buggy belonging to J. L. Hampton at his shop and then went over to Mr. Hampton’s (being invited by him accompanied by E. W. Sealy to take a drink out of a fresh barrel of whiskey – filled 2 bottles and then went to the kitchen to get a lite for his pipe and there he saw a negro woman belonging to Mrs. McDuffie.  He told her he was glad that she had not been put in jail – Hampton interrupted and said he had that girl under his charge and did not allow anyone to talk to her – Gillespie thought he was joking and remarked that he must be especially friendly with her.  Mr. McDuffie told Gillespise that Hampton was angrey and he better go home.  “He then looked and saw Mr. H coming to wound him with an ax but some man he did not know how takened the ax from him.”  G agreed to go home, “he then got his mare and went to the corner of the fence where the road turns towards his house, it being about 200 yards from H’s House.  On the way home G fell into conversation with several men.  H soon joined them.  Something saw said about the regulators.  G said “damn the regulators.”  G then noticed that H was taking out his pistol.  He then turned his head and started off.  H pursued and fired 5 times.  The fifth hit G in the back.  G groaned “you killed me then the said H turned off and went away.”
Affidavit of O. H. Gadsden:  ditto


Jefferson County Superior Court Minutes, 1854-70, Book B: 262
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joseph Houghton
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

G. W. Gillespie
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








