Holmes County, Florida Homicides – Hewitts Bluff

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1849:  no court records found






HOLMES
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1852, Dec.]




HOLMES
PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

DATE:  guessed the month from the 1/8/1858 date of the proclamation.

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    RELATIVE UNK by UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Elijah Sullivant
VICTIM(s):
Lee Sullivant

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  [fled]
Legal records:  

Book of Record (Proclamation), RG 156, ser. 13, book 1, #217, #199.  FSAr.

20, 5’ 6” tall, ruddy complexion, red whiskers, spare built, slight impediment in his speech.

Newspapers:
Florida Sentinel, 1/11/1853:  Proclamation for the arrest of Elijah Sullivant for the murder of Lee Sullivant in Holmes Co., $100 reward.  ES is about 28 years old, 5’ 7” tall, ruddy complexion, red whiskers, a spare built man, and has a slight impediment in his speech.  Thomas Brown, 1/8/1853.


Floridian & Journal, 1/15/1853:  ditto.

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Elijah Sullivant
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


28
Phys char:


67”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Lee Sullivant
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1856]




HOLMES
PROC (LET)
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Elijah Whatley
VICTIM(s):
James Broxon

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  escaped
Legal records:  
Thomas Broxon to Governor James E. Broome, 2/13/1856.  Correspondence of Gov. JEB, 1853-7.  RG 101, ser. 777, Box 2, fo. 1.  FSAr.

TB, the father of JB, offered $500 reward for the arrest of EW.  Asks governor also to offer reward.  “Assassin taken in custody & kept three or four hours in [illegible] it being night and the Light made Dim at times.  They thought him safe and was attending to Dead man.  He was let loose and made his escape and is loitering about in the country . . . he was seen Boating about Mobile and Pensacola for about 10 or 12 years until last year when he came to his father’s.”  5’ 3”, light hair & whiskers.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  


JB:  son of Thomas Broxson
Suspect:  

Elijah Whatley
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:


63”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

James Broxon
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1858, Sept. 7




HOLMES
VOUCHER
FILE
NOTE:  The murder was probably caused by a drunken quarrel & the victim’s comments about the suspect’s family.  Probably not a robbery:  seems JA took SM’s money after the murder to aid his escape.  Could have been a grudge or feud – can’t tell from the evidence – but it appears from the surviving evidence to have been spontaneous.

NOTE:  not known for certain whether JA was executed.

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL / HONOR [or a ROBBERY?]
Intoxication?:  yes, victim & suspect
Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
John Ammons
VICTIM(s):
Samuel McQuagy

Cause of death:  [sharp] – stabbed with a knife and hit on the head with a gun.
Circumstances:   according to JA’s supporters:  Killing took place when both prisoner and deceased were intoxicated.  “The deceased had horribly abused the prisoner, his father, [&] his dead mother, & when asked to retract what he had said about the mother of the prisoner whose body was buried nearby he reiterated it calling her a rogue & then the prisoner in a rage killed him.”  //  According to SM’s friends:  a robbery – JA killed SM & took his money.  //  According to the witnesses at the inquest, JA took $50 from SM after he killed him & fled.  [That suggests taking the money was an afterthought, to aid his flight.]

Inquest:   i.d. 9/8/1858

Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  _/__:  Holmes Co.

Court proceedings:  Change of venue to Jackson Co.  10/1859:  fG.  Death.  New trial granted.  Change of venue to Calhoun Co.  fG.  Death.  Appealed.  Scheduled to hang 6/12/1861.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 5 & 6.  FSAr.

State v. John Ammons for murder.  Holmes Co., 1859.  Arrested on a charge of murder.  Sent to jail in Jackson Co.  Costs:  100 miles from Jackson Co. to Holmes Court House:  $10.  Hire of 2 horses & buggy at $3 per day:  $9.  Ferry at Douglasville going & coming:  $3.40 & at Vernon.  Hire of 4 guards, 7 days at $1.50 per day:  $42.  3 horses, 3 days:  $9.  Boarding prisoner & 4 guards 7 days:  $26.25.  Feed for horses:  $26.25.  Taking Ammons back to Jackson Co.:  $10.  & some expenses returning to Jackson Co.:  $193.85 total costs.  FG.  Judgment arrested and new trial granted.  Costs of trial:  $21.52.

Mike Denham’s note:  Though convicted of murder in the Jackson Co. Circuit Court and sentenced to hang, JA was granted a new trial in Calhoun Co., where the result was the same.  Over the next several years, in lengthy retrials and appeals processes, law enforcement officials shuttled him back and forth between Walton, Holmes, Jackson, Calhoun, and Leon counties.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  FSAr.

Walton Co., Fall term, 1859:  Venue changed to Jackson Co.  See costs.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post Mortem Examinations, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 7, fo. 3.  Holmes Co.  FSAr.

Coroner’s inquest, 9/8/1858:  over body of Samuel McQuagy, found dead 9/8/1858.  Joseph Carrol, Harris Sutley, and Nancy Sutley summoned as witnesses.

Petition to Madison S. Perry, n.d., Correspondence of the Governor, 1857-88, RG 101, Ser. 577, Box 1, fo. 1.  FSAr.

Petition requesting a pardon for JA, sentenced to be hung on 6/12/1861 in Holmes Co. for the murder of Samuel McQuagy.  Arrested in fall of 1858.  Cast in prison and “since that time been kept in close confinement for the last year has suffered from sickness produced by said confinement.”  Once a robust man he has been reduced to a skeleton and has already suffered in mind and body many deaths.  The prisoner when the killing took place was in the lowest depths of ignorance, but since his confinement he has learned to read and write, now exhibits intelligence & there are many indications of becoming inspired—a good & useful citizen – he has made wonderful progress in morals.”  Killing took pace when both prisoner and deceased were intoxicated.  “The deceased had horribly abused the prisoner, his father, [&] his dead mother, & when asked to retract what he had said about the mother of the prisoner whose body was buried nearby he reiterated it calling her a rogue & then the prisoner in a rage killed him.”

Prisoner tried in Jackson Co. & convicted, a new trial granted, venue changed to Calhoun Co. tried & convicted.  His case taken to the Supreme Court & affirmed & “he is now under extreme sentence.”  A witness in the case, Joseph Carrol, “a fugitive from justice in Alabama,” & Nancy Subtley “was furnished with money” from the “friends of the deceased circulated it generally through the county where the prisoner was to be tried that he killed McQuagy for his money and used other means to poison the community against the prisoner who was poor without money or friends, having none to assist & comfort him, but a wife and child who have clung to him with great devotion.”


Jackson Co. Case files

Affidavit of Joseph Carrol, Harris Sutley, and Nancy Sutley before Willis Smith, Albert & A. Parrish, justices of the peace, Holmes Co., on 9/18/1858.  Testified that they believe that JA assaulted SM with a knife.  Also, JA struck SM with a gun on the head.  Took $50 from him.  Justice of peace orders officers of the law to take up JA & confine him in jail, there being no jail in Holmes Co.  Affidavits issued on 9/18/1858.  (Received by Sheriff James Griffen.)


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 367

247:  Witnesses for Ammons:  Craven Kitrall, Thomas Selais, Benjamin Sutton, and Henry Jones also bonded, 11/16/1858.

Witnesses bonded to appear in trial of John Ammons, witnesses:  Joseph Carroll, Harris Sutley, Nancy Sutley, Alexander Monroe, Eli Wright, Angres Gillis, James Peel, William B. Thomas, Daniel Brownwell, Daniel Morrison, David Neel, Albert Parish, and David Sutley.  Bonded at $100 each.  All state witnesses.



367:  Jury heard evidence in Ammons case on 10/13/1859 & retired.

369:  On 10/14 heard more evidence and heard counsel arguments and returned a verdict.

402:  On 10/22/1859 it was ordered that a new trial be granted.

449-52:  On 5/5/1860, ammons was granted a change of venue to Calhoun County first day of that term was to be on 5/14/1860.  Additional witnesses for prisoner were:  Daniel Eldridge, Abner Campbell, St. Clair Sutton, Albert Jones, John Smith, Charles McKinney, Albert Parish, Gregory Ward.

486:  Court ordered Sheriff to transport Ammons to Calhoun County Courthouse at Abe Springs Bluff & give him to Sheriff of Calhoun County.

Dept. of State, Court Appearance Bonds, RG 150, Ser. 392, Box 1, fo. Entitled 1849-65.

To F. L. Villispique:  “On Thursday received the Commission of McQuagg and & transmit it to you.  He was killed on the 7th. Instant [9/7/1858].  I will proceed to advertise a new Election.  Respectfully yours, W. F. Jameson, Probate Judge.  //  [written on the reverse] – McQuagg was not yet sworn to bond at the time of his death:  “He did not even have the chance to be sworn in before he was killed. . . .   McQuagg to have been commissioned as county surveyor.”

John Ammons v. State, 1861, in Reports of the Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Supreme Court of Florida, 9 v. (Tallahassee, 1845-61): 9: 559.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Ammons
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:

1 child
Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Samuel McQuagy
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:

Had just been appointed county surveyor at the time of his death.
Personal history:  


1861, May 1




HOLMES
VOUCHER
CT
FILE
PLACE:  murder occurred in Holmes Co., but change of venue to Jackson Co., where the trials occurred.

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Nathaniel Rhodes (aided and abetted by Williford Horton and John Willis)
VICTIM(s):
George Taylor

Cause of death:  shotgun

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  NR:  murder.  WH & JW:  accessory before the fact.

Term of court:  Fall term, 1861:  Holmes Co. Ct.  10/1861 term, Jackson Co.:  NR, WH, & JW.

Court proceedings:  


JW:  Change of venue to Jackson Co.  Fall term, 1862:  con’t.


Escambia Co.:  
NR: ___.  [fled]





WH:  5/1862:  fNG.  






JW:  10/1863:  fNG.
Legal records:  

Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1861-7: Book E: 52, 67, 125, 245

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  Jackson Co.  FSAr.

State v. JW, indicted as accessory before the fact for the murder of GT in Holmes Co.  Fall Term, 1861,  Venire changed to Circuit Court of Jackson Co. – and case continued at Fall term, 1862.  92 days at $0.40 per day:  $36.80.


Jackson County case files

JW is charged with having NR kill GT.  Motion for continuance by solicitor:  “State cannot go safely to trial because of the absence of Willard Horton by whom he expects to prove that the defendant John Willis told Nathaniel Rhodes the principal in this case on the day preceding the killing . . . that if . . . Rhodes would kill . . . Taylor that he would give him one hundred dollars in gold and that the defendant did pay over to the said Rhodes one twenty dollar gold piece at and before the killing of Taylor and that he would give Rhodes a certain grey mare.  Plus defendant made several threats that he would take his life.  Willis furnished Rhodes with a double barrel shot gun and told him to go to a certain clay root on the road that the said Taylor was raveling in that day and there waited until he came along.”  Rebecca Rhodes also needed to testify.  Says Willard Horton is in the Confederate Army & Rebecca Rhodes living in Holmes Co.  A horse and buggy was even provided for her testimony, but she was too sick to make the trial and had also a sick little baby too small to leave.  Testified they often heard Willis say that he planned to “put Taylor out of the way.”  J. M. Landrum, solicitor.

Charge of the court:  “if the defendant did procure, counsel, incite, hire or command another to commit such felony, you must be satisfied by the testimony that Nathaniel Rhodes did kill George Taylor, and that the killing was attended with such circumstances that it amounted to murder.  Must be convinced that Rhodes was at least instigated & incited to commit the crime.

Bill of Indictment, 10/23/1861:  JW did “counsel, procure, and command the said” NR to kill GT.  W. D. Barnes, solicitor.
Statement of Willis:  he says he understands that Williford Horton is a witness against him and he knows that Horton has been convicted of the crimes of forgery and larceny in Alabama and suffered punishment in the Penitentiary of that state.

Bill of Indictment in Holmes Co. Ct., Fall term, 1861.  Committed murder on 5/1/1861.  “We the jury find the prisoner not guilty.”  10/26/1863, Benjamin Alderman.  Transcript of the Trial Proceeding held in Holmes Co. Ct. on 9/24/1861.  Indictment copied in full.  Venue changed to Jackson Co.  Willis testified that he is satisfied and c____ed from the prejudices of the people and citizens of the said County Holmes and the excitement gotten up against him he cannot obtain a fair just and impartial trial nor can he obtain one in the County of Washington for the same reasons.

Jackson County Case files:  State v. Williford Horton

Accessory before the fact of murder of George Taylor by Nathaniel Rhods.  Charge of the Court:  [directions to the jury on what constitutes an accessory before the fact.]  “An assessory [sic] before the fact is one who though absent at the time of the Commission of the felony, doth yet procure counsel incite hire or command another to commit such felony.  It is necessary therefore that I should charge you as to what constitutes the crime of Murder.  Murder is where a person of sound mind and of the age of discretion unlawfully kills a reasonable creature in being . . . the existance [sic] of malice is an indispensable ingredient in the crime of Murder . . . such circumstance as indicate a ___ [illegible] depraved & malignant spirit, a heart regardless of social duty and deliberately bent on mischief.   Malice imparts directly wickedness based on “sudden heat, as if upon a sudden quarrel two persons fight one of them kills the other . . . and so it is if a man be greatly provoked as by an assault or battery, or other great indignity, and immediately kills the aggressor . . . for it is by a sudden act of revenge.  The law says that regard to human frailty as not to put a hasty and a deliberate act upon the same footing.”  Involuntary Manslaughter is where one person kills another involuntarily but in the performance of some unlawful act.”
As to case “any degree of direct incitement with the actual intent to procure the consummation of the illegal object is sufficient to constitute the guilty of the accesory [sic] and therefore it is unnecessary to prove that the crime was committed in consequence of such incitement and it would be no defense to show that the offense would have been committed although the incitement had never taken place.”  Even if defendant knew that Rhodes planned to kill Taylor he is not guilty if he didn’t try to instigate the act.

“If after careful consideration of all the testimony you have a reasonable doubt of the guilt of the defendant you ought to acquit him . . . That which amounts to mere probability only or to conjecture or supposition is not what is meant by a reasonable doubt.  . . .  If the mind is unsettled & hovering & cannot be satisfied by the evidence of the guilt the party, the jury should acquit.  If a witness swears and excludes the idea of a just cause or excuse.”   Malice express or implied.  “Express malice is where one person kills another with a sedate deliberate mind and formed design, such formed design being evidenced by intrinsic circumstances discovering the inward intention, as lying in wait, previous threats, former grudges, & concerted schemes to do the party killed some bodily harm.”  Implied Malice by the law from any cruel act committed by one person against another, however sudden, without any or without a considerable provocation . . . Malice is also implied from the deliberate situation and use of a deadly weapon.”
Manslaughter unlawfull killing of another without malice voluntary or involuntary.  Voluntary is a killing positively that he saw a transaction and another or several witnesses swear that they did not see it the positive and affirmative swearing of the one is to be believed rather than the negative testimony of the other witnesses, unless it appears from their testimony that from the surrounding circumstances the one could not have seen it.  You are to decide this case not according to what might have \ been proved but agreeably to the testimony which has been submitted to you and you will decide according to the testimony applying to it the law as you received from the Court.”

On the outside of the file:  “witness said that Rhodes was gone to kill Taylor that this of itself was not sufficient to find defendant guilty but they ___ [illegible] acquit.”
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

Nathaniel Rhodes
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

Williford Horton
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 3:  

John Willis
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

George Taylor
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








