Florida Homicides – Monroe County (Key West)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1828:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Southern District of Florida, Key West, Territorial Court, 1828-37. Cartas, v. 1.  RG 21.  NA.  East Point Annex, Georgia (11/1828t – 5/1829t)

Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840 (5/1830t-11/1839t)

Monroe County Superior and Circuit Court Minutes, 1840-1870, Book A:  (1840 – 12/1853 only, despite the title)
Wreckers made tons of money in Key West, salvaging ships, auctioning the property, helping passengers & crew on foundering ships, etc.  But they had an unsavory reputation:  thought that they looted ships, let people drown so they could take their property, played fast & loose with lighthouses so that ships would crash, etc.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG-350, Ser. 565, Box 5, Folder 1, Monroe County, FSAr.






MONROE
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1830]




MONROE
CT
DIARY
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    MARITAL RIVAL by HUSBAND
Motive:  JEALOUSY / POSSESSIVENESS
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:

Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Charles E. Hawkins
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  CEH, an officer in the Mexican navy, killed a district attorney who he suspected of intimacy with his wife.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 5/1830

Court proceedings:  11/1831:  np
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 2, 57


14:  Motion the prisoner (Charles E. Hawkins) be admitted to bail.”


Richard Hackley diary, Strozier Library:  



2/10/1831:  Wife of CEH arrived from Charleston last night

2/18/1831:  a schooner from St. Marks brought news that Legislative Council passed an act for relief of Hawkins with but 2 dissenting votes.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Charles E. Hawkins
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
yes
Children:



Occupation:

officer in the Mexican navy
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:


Marital Status:


Children:


Occupation:



Town:


district attorney
Birthplace:



Religion:


Organizations:



1830, July 5





MONROE

CT
FILE

P
DIARY

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM THIRD PARTY INTERFERING IN QUARREL – FRIEND by
FRIEND
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  yes, assailant
Day of week:
M
Holiday?:
day after Fourth of July
Time of day:
around noon
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Norman Sherwood
VICTIM(s):
John Wilson

Weapon:  flintlock pistol [handgun].  Died in a few minutes.

Circumstances:  quarreled with Jones that morning; shot JW 3 hours later.  S killed W, his “friend and partner,” as W was trying to break up a fight between S and someone else.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1830

Court proceedings:  11/1830:  fG.  To hang 12/11/1830.  Hanged.
Legal Records:  

Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 2, 18, 20-1, 30, 38-9

Monroe County case files

Sherwood said not his intention to shoot Wilson.  He loaded the pistol to shoot Jones.  “He gave Wilson fair warning to keep off that he would shoot anyman who [illegible] to take the pistol away that come on the Pistol & attempted to take the pistol & shoot him that he Wilson no animosity.”  3 hours between the quarrel with Jones and the shooting of Wilson.

Abraham Butcher said that on 7/5 “Jones and Prisoner come off to his [AB’s] boat.  Went back to the boat and got a pistol.  Butcher forbade him to come in to his house with a loaded pistol.  Wilson “seized the pistol by the barrel.”  Sherwood asked Butcher for some grog.  “Jones struck Norman with the bar of the door on the right shoulder and punched him with it and beat him shamefully in the house.  The cut under the eye was done with his fist.”  //  NS came to the house with a loaded pistol and “begged him to have some grog and deponent told him he should not come in without he would discharge his Pistol and deponent made a bet with Norman that he could not hit a flag that was flying.  Norman fired off the Pistol and immediately went to his boat and returned in a few minutes with a pistol on his shoulder.”  Bassett persuaded me to let him come in an we would endeavour to take the Pistol from him.  We gave him some grog when he held the pistol and his shoulder and said he would kill any man that would attempt to take the pistol from him.  Wilson was asleep in house; being disturbed by the noise came in.  A scuffle ensued when Wilson tried to take the pistol away and Wilson was shot in the Chest and he “sitted down in the planks.”
Dr. Waterhouse:  called to see deceased’s body at Butcher’s house.  Sherwood there.  Dr. Waterhouse was told by Sherwood that he warned that “anyone who attempted to take the pistol from him . . .  that Wilson come on him attempted to wrest the pistol out of his hands when he shot him.  Sherwood declared that he had no anger against Wilson at the time.”  
Newspaper:  

Key West Gazette, 4/26/1831:  “One of the most important cases they decided was the indictment of the Territory of Florida against Norman Sherwood for the murder of John Wilson.  Upon the trial it appeared that on the morning of the 5th of July last Sherwood had a recontre with a man by the name of Jones.  After they were separated he went off and returned again in an hour with a loaded pistol, avowing his intention to kill Jones but by the interference of some of the bystanders he was prevented from putting his threat into execution, and was finally induced to fire his pistol at a mark.  He again retired, and after an absence of another hour, he returned to the same place with his pistol in his hand.  Wilson, a friend and partner, tried to calm him down and placed a hand on his shoulder; a slight scuffle ensued in which Wilson was shot, and died in a few minutes.”  Sherwood later claimed that he was regretted shooting Wilson, but it was his own fault; he had given him fair notice the he would kill anyman who attempted to take his pistol; that he intended to shoot Jones, and no man should prevent it except at the risk of his own life; that Wilson had attempted to prevent it, and he had shot him, believing he had a right to do so.”  Sherwood was was defended by Thurston and Braden.  fG.  Sentenced to hang on 12/10/1830
Floridian and Advocate, 12/7/1830; Key West Gazette, 4/26/1831:  Execution:  Judge Webb’s statement to NS.

Other Sources:


Richard Hackley Diary, Strozier Library

11/16/1830:  NS’s trial.  “The prisoner being anxious for trial did not make use of his right of preemptory challenge to the full extent of the law.”  Requested by the judge to take down the evidence.  Jury found guilty.

11/19/1830:  Sentence of death passed on Sherwood.  “The judge [Webb] made a Most impressive charge and fixed the second Friday in Dec. for the day of execution.  The judge was so affected that he could hardly get thru with the sentence and many of the bystanders also were much affected.  The prisoner indeed shed a few tears but was not much moved with the hearing of his doom.  He walked back to the jail and I am given to understand expressed but little sorrow aying that he could die only once.l &c.”

Friday, 12/16/1830:  Sherwood hung on the gallows “said nothing at the gallows and died stubbornly and did not even change color.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Norman Sherwood
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:
business partner of JW:  probably wreckers who helped & salvaged distressed ships; possibly fishers & turtlers
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Wilson
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:
business partner of NS:  business partner of JW:  probably wreckers who helped & salvaged distressed ships; possibly fishers & turtlers
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1831




MONROE

CT
P
VOUCHER

FILE

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Florentino [aka Fluendio, aka Fliendo] Caldez
VICTIM(s):
Lewis Betancine

Weapon:  rifle

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 3/1831

Court proceedings:  12/1834:  “discontinued” – jumped $1000 bail & forfeited bonds.
Legal Records:  

Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 56, 124, 233
Fliendo Caldez trial for murder:  “on motion of defendant’s attorney . . . Marshal ordered to summon a jury of twelve men” – 6 U. S. Citizens “qualified & lawful jurors according to the laws of the territory & the other six subjects of the King of Spain to try the issue of said Case.”  Later jumped bail & case discontinued.

Bill of Costs to Phillip J. Fontane, 12/23/1834, Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 2, Folder 3

Guarded from 5/14/1831 to 12/2/1831, $1 per day, $202 total – to Phillip Fontane.  L. M. Stone, Marshal; James Webb, judge of Superior Court.  “Ex Allowed”

Monroe County case files:  FC shot LB with a rifle.  Henry Waterhouse, j.p., directs the marshal to take FC into custody, 5/5/1831

Newspaper:  

Key West Gazette, 5/4/1831:  murder at Charlotte Harbor.  “A barge was immediately dispatched ij charge of the Deputy Marshal, P. Bl. Prior, and under the command of Capt. James F. Board, with a detachment of men under Sergeant Parny, furnished by Major Glassell, commanding U.S. troops at his harbor.  The barge has returned with the prisoner, J. O. Calds, a Spaniard, who is now in custody of the Marshal.  We forbear noticing the particular circumstances of the case, as it is under the consideration of the Court.

Great credit is due to the Deputy Marhsal, Mr. Prior, and those associated with him in the enterprise, for the prompt and efficient conduct.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Fluendio [aka Fliendo] Caldez
Ethnicity:

Spaniard
Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Lewis Betancine
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1832, July 23




at or near Loggerhead Key, MONROE

CT
FILE
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [MARITAL HUSBAND by WIFE and RIVAL]
Motive:  [RID / ADULTERY by wife & rival]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
[Col.] John W. Parker and Catherine Ring [aka O’Shannesey, aka Artrill, aka Parker)
VICTIM(s):
John Artrill

Weapon:  with a wooden boat tiller [blunt] on the head – diverse mortal wounds 2” wide & 0.5” deep.  Died 1 minute later.  Or drowned after the beating.

Circumstances:  beat him & threw him out of a small sloop boat into the water, where he drowned.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1833

Court proceedings:  12/1834:  ordered that they be discharged for want of trial
Legal Records:  

Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 177, 235-6
205-6:  Difficulty with securing witness.  The attorney Adam Gordon, per their rightsw according to the law, demanded that they be tried “at the present term of court.”  5/1834t


Monroe County case files

Indictment:  witnesses:  Elizabeth Freeman, Mary Bills, James H. Breaker, Josephus Frith, Peter Moth, Mary Jane clap, Samuel Kimbal, Darius Clapp, Thomas Goslin, Temple Peret, William Lowe, Daniel C. Mellar, Sarah Mellar.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

John W. Parker
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

“laborer”
Town:


Key Vacas
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Catherine Ring [aka O’Shannesey, aka Artrill, aka Parker)

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
s
“spinster”
m common-law to Artrill
Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Key Vacas

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Artrill
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m common-law to Ring
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



rk1834, Nov. 3-4



on board near Key Roderegus, MONROE
CT
FILE

P
PROC (P)
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:   WORK EMPLOYEE by EMPLOYER
Motive:  ABUSE / DISCIPLINE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Jesse Simmonds [Capt. J. S. Simmons]
VICTIM(s):
George Price

Weapon:  whipped on 11/3 & 11/4 & died shortly after

Circumstances:  JSS was master of the sloop Thistle.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder on the High Seas and plundering a vessel in distress

Term: 12/1834

Court proceedings:  Escaped 11/2/1835.  11/1836t:  prosecution discontinued because JSS cannot be found
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 234
239:  Jury “calls attention of the court to the situation of James Simmonds in Custody on an indictment for murder on the high seas – and presenting the fears of the jury that he might escape & requesting the Court to take some order thereupon.

272:  Escaped, cause continued, 11/2/1835

338-9:  “It being mae to appear that … Simmonds has escaped and cannot be found . . . prosecution discontinued 11/1836.”


Monroe County case files

Joseph Marble:  On or about 11/8/1834, Thomas Sanders, a seaman on board the sloop Thistle, informed him that Capt. James Simons had seized up the rigging of said Sloop George Price a seaman belonging the ship and gave him a few hundred lashes and then put him in the hold and the next morning pulled his shirt off and gave him few hundred lashes more on his bare back which deponent believes caused the death of George Price.  He was then sewed up in a tarpaulin and hawled from the main hold into the Cabin of the sloop and thrown overboard.”

Thomas Townsend affidavit, 11/24/1832:  served a bench warrant on board the sloop Sarah Isabella in the port of Key West.  Found goods and merchandize of considerable value which had been stolen by James Simonds the commander of the said sloop, from the schooner Pizzaro.  Goods were part of the cargo of the wrecked ship Pulaski.

On charge of stealing from a vessel in distress, JSS, was charged with stealing several bales of cotton & cotton clothes from an American brig called the William.  Simonds bailed in sum of $3000.  Witnesses to appear at trial bound for $200 each:  Henry Russell, Joseph Albury, Thomas Saunders.

Testimony in the case of murder.  Detailed.

Henry Russell (signed, age 26, crew member on the Thistle):  JSS “accused” GP “of taking some articles which were missing, and after that heard a scuffling  on deck but did not see Simons strike Price.”  Thinks Underwood, a member of the crew, did hit GP.  JSS called Thomas Saunders “to get a block and lash” & then whipped GP.  JSS whipped him 500 times.  GP “cried out for mercy and Simons said no you buggar you shall have no mercy for I intend to kill you.”  Etc.

Joseph Albury (X, seaman on the Thistle):  JSS accused GP of having taken the money that JSS had lost.  Ditto.

Thomas Saunders (X, seaman on the Thistle):  ditto
Newspaper:  

Key West Enquirer 11/22/1834:  “We understand that in the night of the 3rd November, and during the day of the 4th, unusual flagellation was inflicted on the body of George Price, a colored man, on board one of the vessels at Key Roderegus, and that shortly after, he was missing by the crew, the Capt. having gone on board another vessel to take sea.  Capt. J. S. Simmons has been apprehended and committed to stand trial at the ensuing term of the Superior Court on suspicion of having been the means of Price’s death.”
Pensacola Gazette, 1/9/1836:  $100 reward of James S. Simonds, who escaped.  From South District of Florida, Monroe County jail.  Committed on three indictments, murder, piracy, and larceny, and made his escape by means of false keys on the night of the 14 of July 1835.  A native of New Hartford, Conn., a mariner and for several years in command of trading and wrecking vessels and at one time commanding the schooner Lydia of Philadelphia.  30 yrs. old, 65” tall, “downcast guilty look, dark sallow complexion, but from close confinement for the past several months had become somewhat pale, has a remarkable scar on his head & some scars about his face.  He is well known in New York where his wife’s connexions reside.”  Thomas Easton, U.S. Marshal, July 25, 1835.  [Also:  Key West Enquirer, 7/25/1835; Jacksonville Courier, 9/10/1836]
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jesse Simmonds [Capt. J. S. Simmons]
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


30

65”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:

ship’s captain; a wrecker – master of the sloop Thistle
Town:




Birthplace:

New Hartford, CT
Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

George Price
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
“colored”
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

mariner on ship of Capt. J. S. Simmons; a free colored man
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1835]




Indian River, MONROE

CT
FILE
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Summerlin
VICTIM(s):
Alabama, an Indian

Weapon:  gun

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder

Term: 11/1835

Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 283

Monroe County case files

Summerlin of Cape Florida m. Abraham, an Indian, with a gun.  Indictment signed by W. Marvin, D.A.  “no bill”  Grand inquest, 5/5/1835, at Indian River

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas Summerlin
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Cape Florida
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Alabama, an Indian

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1836]




MONROE

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Lowe
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1836

Court proceedings:  11/1836:  fNG
Legal Records:  

Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 304, 318
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Lowe
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1837, Apr. 19




Key West, MONROE

CT
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John W. Davis
VICTIM(s):
Henry Kingsbury

Weapon:  pistol [handgun] (loaded with one bullet) to right breast, a little above the right pap, 1” wide, 6” deep, died instantly.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 5/1837

Court proceedings:  escaped from jail.  Captured & transported to Middle Florida from Key West.
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 345-6

Monroe County case files



Indictment

Witnesses:  John Duston, George Staffords, George Drown, Latham Brightman, John J. Sands, Antonio Gibaldo, W. W. Cussans, William T. Atkins, Joseph B. Browne, W. C. Tift

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John W. Davis
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Key West, MON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Henry Kingsbury
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1839]




MONROE

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Jesse Jahaquin
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1839


Court proceedings:  1/1840:  hung jury
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Minutes of Superior Court Southern District, 1830-1840: 419

427:  Juror informed the court that “they can never possibly agree upon a verdict.”  Jury discharged 1/1840.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jesse Jahaquin

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



w[1840]




MONROE

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Edwards
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: _/1840

Court proceedings:  fG of manslaughyter.  12 lashes & 24 hours in jail.
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Superior and Circuit Court Minutes, 1840-1870, Book A:  36, 39
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Edwards
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1849, Oct. 7




Key West, MONROE

CT
FILE
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE NEO by MOTHER
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Elizabeth Demerritt
VICTIM(s):
her newborn child

Weapon:  [phys]

Circumstances:  wrapped the child in a bunch of cloth in the ground in a chicken coop on the premises where she resided

Inquest:  


Indictment:  unlawfully concealing the birth of a child and burying it secretly

Term: 11/1849

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Superior and Circuit Court Minutes, 1840-1870, Book A:  406

Monroe County case file

Indictment:  witnesses:  William McCullough, Simeon Frow, Mrs. Mary Jane Collins, Margaret Saunders, Mrs. McCollough
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Elizabeth Demerritt
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
widow
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Demerritt
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:



Age:




Literate:

0
Marital Status:

s
Children:

n
Occupation:

none
Town:


Key West
Birthplace:

Key West
Religion:



Organizations:



1851, Feb. 18




New River (Fort Lauderdale), DADE
CT
FILE
VOUCHER

Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL or GRUDGE unknown cause
Intox?:  yes, assailant
Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John Welch
VICTIM(s):
James Wright

Weapon:  bruises & blows with a billet of wood [blunt], knocked him into the river where he drowned.

Circumstances:  committed at Miami, near the New River [aka Miami River] in Dade County.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 5/1851

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Superior and Circuit Court Minutes, 1840-1870, Book A:  n.p.

Monroe County case files

Warrant for arrest, issued 3/20/1851:  the body of James Wright was picked up in the River Miami on Thursday, 2/20/1851 “with several marks of violence upon it.”  

Deposition of Thomas Blake:  On the afternoon of the Tuesday before, JW & JW were by themselves “together in a small boat from the mouth of the said Miami River to go up the said River with a Barrell of Arrow Root to sell for provisions, that before they ___ Welch tried three or four times to induce Wright to drink Liquor, which Wright as often refused, and left perfectly sober, and that Welch had said to this deponent about ten minutes before they started that he could or would (not certain which) take Wright ‘by the back of the neck . . . and back of the ass’ and thrown him overboard.  Welch was a little intoxicated.  That about ten or eleven oclock the same night Welch returned alone in the boat with the barrel of arrow root and Wrights hat and said that Wright had jumped overboard, that he jumped over after him, sought him by the hair of the head, Wright saying to him to let go of him, took hold of him and tore his shirt and that he (Welch) had to choke him (Wright) to make him let go of him, that he (Welch) then went to the boat and did not know whether Wright had got ashore or was drowned, but that he thought he had got ashore.”  The water was 5” or 6” deep where Welch said Wright had jumped overboard.  The next morning, “Welch asked him to go in the same boat with him to Ferguson’s mill after the provisions & that he (Welch) meant to go with them at once up to New River, where (Deponent says) Welch and Wright had come from;.  Deponent went with him.  ON the way Welch said to Deponent twice ‘don’t say anything about Wright at Ferguusons.’  They saw a man paddling a canoe down Welch said ‘there comes the old man now in his canoe’ but it was another mans.  At Ferguson’s, Mr. Ferguson asked Welch where was Wright, saying that he had heard (Wright) had come down and that he had some things for him.  Welch replied ‘he is at the mouth of the River.’  Deponent said ‘no he was around last night.’  Welch said ‘Oh yes he got drowned last night’ or words to that effect.  That Wright had no bruise or car on his face and had not complained of having been hurt in any other part of his Body, and was in god health when he (Wright) and Welch left the mouth of the River together” to go to Ferguson’s Mill “and that the shirt Welch had on when he left was not torn when he returned.”
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG-350, Ser. 565, Box 5, Folder 1, Monroe County, FSAr.

Transported from Dade County to Key West for trial.  Several witnesses had to be called to Key West from New River, a distance of 320 miles.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Welch
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

“laborer”
Town:


DADE
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Wright
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1851, Sept. 2




MONROE

CT
FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  GRUDGE / QUARREL from earlier that day
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Gustavus Johnson
VICTIM(s):
John Borgie

Weapon:  drowned during a scuffle, hit with a boat hook staff

Circumstances:  victim wounded in GJ earlier that day with tongs in a scuffle / argument.  GJ vowed to get even, and did.  Fight happened on board the de Russey, where victim worked as the cook.

Inquest:  i.d. 9/4/1851 before Samuel Gray, j.p. and acting coroner

Indictment:  murder

Term: 12/1851

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal Records:  


Monroe County Superior and Circuit Court Minutes, 1840-1870, Book A:  n.p.

Monroe County case files

Indictment:  witnesses:  John Jones, Thomas Roach, George Bland, John Belcharn, James Riggs, Edward H. Carmichael, M. D., John O’Hara, M. D., Joseph Stickney, Joseph Delespin

i.d. 9/4/1851:  Inquest summoned by John Jones aboard the schooner D. Russey
Johnson came to the wharf with a rifle, come on the deck had angry conversation with Jones in a foreign language.  Witness did not understand.  Argument ensued between Johnson & deceased.  Deceased left boat went on wharf, picked up a stick of wood almost four feet long and went toward boat with the intention of striking Johnson.  Johnson picked up a “Boat hook staff, with a hook attached,” and began striking at each other.  The deceased fell over the wharf and the witness “immediately jumped from the wharf over board to try to save the deceased, did not succeed in saving him “not being a good swimmer, saw him when he rose to the surface.  Water 8 feet deep. Think deceased slipped from the wharf in the act of making a blow.”

Thomas Roach:  he heard the quarrel in broken English.  Johnson called deceased a “damned Spanish son of a Bitch.”  Johnson then said he “mean to harpoon him.”  Struck him on the head with the staff and “it broke on the first blow struck the deceased four times on the head, 2 times on the body.”  “The first blow knocked down the deceased the other bows were given after he was down.  After receiving the first blow the deceased cried out for mercy.”  Johnson then replyed that he killed the man in self-defense then “walked up the wharf towards town.”
George Bland:  Johnson called deceased a “black son of a bitch” saying he would harpoon him.

James Riggs:  Witness heard Johnson talking to John Coyle on the corner of Simonton & front streets that he would “kill him before night.”  Johnson said he had been beaten by the “cook of the de Russey and showed me some marks on his neck which he said was inflicted by the deceased, the cook, with tongs, and added that he would pay him before night and he would kill him before he ate another mouthful of victuals.
James Palmer:  deceased asked witness to go drinking with him the day before said then he would “cut that damned Johnson’s [illegible].”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Gustavus Johnson
Ethnicity:

[Swede]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[mariner]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Borgie
Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

cook of the de Russey
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1855, Dec. 20




Big Cypress Swamp, MONROE
MEMOIR

HIST

P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
PROPERTY / HONOR revenge for destruction of grove of bananas
Intoxication?:  [no]
Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
5am
Days until death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Chief Billy Bowlegs and 30 warriors
VICTIM(s):
four soldiers under Lt. George L. Hartsuff (and aik on four other soldiers who were wounded, including Lt. George L. Hartsuff)

Cause of death:  rifles [long gun]

Circumstances:   Brown:  GLH & his men were surveying the Big Cypress Swamp (the Everglades).  “Hartsuff came across a field belonging to Bowlegs which contained a grove of banana plants prized by the Seminole chief.  Both Seminole and army sources agree that Hartsuff’s troopers destroyed Bowleg’s grove.  When the chief appeared on the scene a short while later, he demanded redress from the lieutenant for this action.  Hartsuff, outraged at what he considered Bowleg’s insolence, kicked the chief to the ground and refused his demands.  At about 5:00 a.m. on December 20 Bowlegs and thirty warriors blanketed Hartsuff’s camp with rifle fire, killing four soldiers and wounding four, including Hartsuff.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 107, 388n3. 

Covington, Billy Bowlegs War, 1-2; “Bowlegs Banana Patch” in DeVane, DeVane’s Early Florida History, v. 1: n.p.; Canova, Life and Adventures in South Florida, 12; FT-U, 10/18/1893; Boggess, A Veteran of Four Wars, 43.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Chief Billy Bowlegs and 30 warriors
Ethnicity:

[Seminole]
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

soldier in U. S. Army under Lt. George L. Hartsuff
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1856]




MONROE

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Rand
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder


Term: 5/1856


Court proceedings:  dismissed
Legal Records:  

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG-350, Ser. 565, Box 5, Folder 1, Monroe County, FSAr.
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George Rand

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1857]




MONROE

CT
PARDON
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Francisco De Armas
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: [1857]

Court proceedings:  transferred to Hillsborough County Court.  11/1857t:  fG of manslaughter.  $500 fine and 3 months in jail.
Legal Records:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 280



280:  James Gettis assigned his attorney.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG-350, Ser. 565, Box 5, Folder 1, Monroe County, FSAr.



Venue changed.  fG of mansl.

Hillsborough County Historical Commission, County Court Records, 1850-83, folder entitled “Court Records, Hillsborough County, Docket & Judgments, 1850-83,” FH Society, USF Library.

Judgment rendered 10/22/1857:  $500 fine and $409.25 in costs.  Execution issued 10/25/1857.  Received 10/25/1857.



Henry Parker, sheriff

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #306, 298.  FSAr.

Remission of fine:  Francisco Armas fG of mansl in Hillsborough Co. & fined $500.  Madison S. Perry, 6/2/1858

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Francisco De Armas
Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1859]




MONROE

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [WORK EMPLOYER by EMPLOYEES]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
two members of the crew of the schooner Enterprise
VICTIM(s):
Captain Morantes

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 12/1859

Court proceedings:  fG.  To hang.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian, 12/22/1859:  “Word came from the Key of the Gulf that two of the crew of the schooner Enterprise have been convicted at Key West of the murder of Capt. Morantes and have been sentenced to execution.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

two members of the crew of the schooner Enterprise
Ethnicity:



Race:


[hisp]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

members of the crew of the schooner Enterprise
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Captain Morantes
Ethnicity:



Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

captain of the schooner Enterprise
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








