Washington County, Florida Homicides – (Roaches Bluff)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1833:  no court records found

Before 1833, Washington County settlers attended court in Marianna.





WASHINGTON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1845]




WASHINGTON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Williams
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  Spring term, 1845

Court proceedings:  absentee docket [fled]
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 6, fo. 7.  Washington Co.  FSAr.

State v. James Williams for manslaughter, Spring term, 1845.  Absentee docket.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

James Williams
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1847]




WASHINGTON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Dumas Ashley
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Spring term, 1847

Court proceedings:  absentee docket [fled]
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 6, fo. 7.  Washington Co.  FSAr.



Placed on absentee docket.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Dumas Ashley
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1850]




WASHINGTON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Winslow
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Fall term, 1850

Court proceedings:  absentee docket [fled]
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 6, fo. 7.  Washington Co.  FSAr.



Absentee docket

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Henry Winslow
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1856, [Oct.]




WASHINGTON
P
CT
VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
GRUDGE / RELIGIOUS
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William McKinney
VICTIM(s):
John Crawford

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  __/1856:  Holmes Co. Ct.

Court proceedings:  jailed.  Change of venue to Jackson Co.  11/1856:  fG of manslaughter
Legal records:  

Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 679

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  Jackson Co.  FSAr.  

Change of venue to Jackson Co. for trial.  Prisoner released after sentence of 2 months in jail served.  Schedule of costs.

Newspapers:
Jacksonville Florida News, 10/25/1856:  JC killed by WM in Washington Co.  The cause of the dispute was “about a church – one being a Methodist and the other being a Baptist.”  Mr. McKinney was brought to Marianna and committed to jail to await his trial.  From the Marianna Patriot.
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William McKinney
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:

Baptist or Methodist
Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Crawford
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:

Baptist or Methodist
Organizations:



Personal history:  


1859, Mar.




Vernon, WASHINGTON
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM THIRD-PARTY victim
Motive:  
INTERVENTION in QUARREL
Intoxication?:  yes, suspect
Day of week:


Holiday?:
Justice Court day
Time of day:
daytime
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Enoch Johns
VICTIM(s):
John Joyner

Cause of death:  [sharp]  knife:  entered “the right groin, severing the femoral artery.  Joyner only survived a few moments.”

Circumstances:   Newspaper:  “a number of the citizens had met at Vernon, the county site, to attend Justice Court.  Among the number were Enoch Johns and his son—during the day the son of Johns made several attempts to create a difficulty with one Taylor, the Deputy Sheriff of the county—and finally succeeded—stabbing Taylor in the back very dangerously.  During the general melee occasioned by the stabbing of Taylor, Enoch Johns drew his knife, and attempting to go to the relief of his son, when he was caught around the waist by John Joyner, and pursuaded [sic] to give up his knife and not to go into the difficulty; but Johns being too highly stimulated with bad whiskey to listen to reason, ordered him to let him go, at the same time threatening to stab him if he did not.  Joyner refused to loose him, whereupon Johns thrust his knife into him.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Floridian  and Journal,  4/2/1859:  “The Marianna Patriot of the 26th ult. Gives the following particulars of a murder in Washington county:  HOMICIDE.—The Sheriff of Washington county, in company with a posse, arrived here on the 23rd in charge of Enoch Johns, arrested for the murder of a man named Joyner, in that county a few days ago.  This is the third prisoner confined in our jail for murder from that portion of West Florida.  The Sheriff of Washington county, Mr. G. F. Gainor, is a brave and efficient officer.


The particulars as we learn them are that a number of the citizens had met at Vernon, the county site, to attend Justice Court.  Among the number were Enoch Johns and his son—during the day the son of Johns made several attempts to create a difficulty with one Taylor, the Deputy Sheriff of the county—and finally succeeded—stabbing Taylor in the back very dangerously.  During the general melee occasioned by the stabbing of Taylor, Enoch Johns drew his knife, and attempting to go to the relief of his son, when he was caught around the waist by John Joyner, and pursuaded [sic] to give up his knife and not to go into the difficulty; but Johns being too highly stimulated with bad whiskey to listen to reason, ordered him to let him go, at the same time threatening to stab him if he did not.  Joyner refused to loose him, whereupon Johns thrust his knife into him, the knife entering the right groin, severing the femoral artery.  Joyner only survived a few moments.  He leaves a large family with scarcely  any means of support.”

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Enoch Johns
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:

at least one grown son
Occupation:



Town:


WASHINGTON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Joyner
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:

yes, several
Occupation:



poor
Town:


WASHINGTON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1859, Jan. 26




WASHINGTON
FILE
P
NOTE:  need to check the genealogy, but it seems that MS and his brothers were brothers-in-law to JS.  What relation was Eveline Sharp to the other principals?

NOTE:  not in the Jackson Co. Court minutes

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [RELATIVE BROTHER-IN-LAW by BROTHER-IN-LAW]
Motive:  
GRUDGE or FEUD, it seems, rather than a spontaneous quarrel
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Morris [or Maurice] Sims
VICTIM(s):
John Sharpe

Cause of death:  [long gun]  killed with a rifle, shot just below the shoulder.

Circumstances:   Edmund Young testified that JS was the aggressor – that JS accused MS of “intruding” on his & on JS’s brothers-in-law, Jessee & Isaac Sims.  Eveline Sharp [JS’s sister?  Wife?  Mother?] says that JS fired in self-defense – that MS called JS a liar & advanced on him, pulled a gun, & threatened to cut his head off with an axe.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Spring term, 1859:  Washington Co. Court

Court proceedings:  change of venue to Jackson Co.  Spring term, 1859:  
Legal records:  

Jackson Co. case files

Bill of indictment from Washington Co. of MS for murder of JS, Spring term, 1859. Indicted for murdering JS in Washington Co.  Asked for, and was granted a change of venue to the next term to begin in Jackson Co.   “and he is anxious to have a speedy trial and there are residing in said county Material Witnesses for this defendant.”

Testimony of Eveline Sharp before John B. Whiteherst, Justice of Peace, on 4/30/1859:  Says she heard Edmund Young swear at a hearing that on the day  Sharp was shot by Sims, Sharp told him that he had been intruding upon him & also upon Jessee & Isaac Sims, the brother in laws of Sharp.  Sims said to Sharp he told a damn lie and he said that he reached after his gun and told Sharp he might consider himself a dead man – also Sims said god damn him if he is not dead let me get my axe and cut this head off.  Also Sharp never presented his gun until Sims said he might consider himself a dead man.  Also nothing said as we went back to Sims house.  She says she was present at the time of the killing of Sharp.  She says the Youngs testimony is untrue and he has committed a perjury.”

Bill of Indictment,  Washington Co. Circuit Court, Spring, 1859:  Sharp killed with a rifle, shot just below the shoulder on 1/26/1859.  W. D. Barnes, solicitor.
Newspapers:
Newport, Wakulla Times, 2/9/1859:  Maurice Sims kills Sharpe in Washington Co.  From the Marianna Patriot.  No particulars.
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Morris [or Maurice] Sims
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Sharpe
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s











