Santa Rosa County (Milton), Florida Homicides 

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1842:  all original records lost





SANTA ROSA
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


n.d. [1854]




SANTA ROSA
VOUCHER


DATE:  check.  GUESSED 1854 for purposes of counts.
Class of death:   prob
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
G. B. Dixon and Wiley Thomas 
VICTIM(s):
Joseph Morris

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  12/

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 4 fo. 8, Santa Rosa Co.

State v. G. B. Dixon and Wiley Thomas, charged with the murder of Joseph Morris.  December term.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

G. B. Dixon and Wiley Thomas 
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Joseph Morris
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1828, Apr.




SANTA ROSA
LET
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    MARITAL RIVAL by HUSBAND
Motive:  
JEALOUSY
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
___ Wild
VICTIM(s):
___ Delavan

Cause of death:  [gun] shot

Circumstances:   W suspected his wife of infidelity with D.  Provoked D in the street and shot him.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
H. M. Brackenridge to Caroline Brackenridge, 4/29/1828 (Santa Rosa).  H. M. Brackenridge Papers, UWF.  

“Devalan met an awful fate.  He fell in his own path of evil doings, being killed and justly, according to the opinion of society, for having produced [sic?] a man and his wife.  The husband met him in the street, purposefully prevoked [sic] him and shot him.  I leave the fate of Wild in the hands of an avenging God.”

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___ Wild
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ Delavan
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1842, Feb.




SANTA ROSA
P
NOTE:  the suspect may have been fatally wounded as well, but he has not been counted as a victim.

Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Samuel Burr
VICTIM(s):
Henry Bell

Cause of death:  [gun]  rifle, shot in the head.  Died instantly.
Circumstances:   “A quarrel arose between Samuel Burr and Henry Bell . . . which resulted in blows and Bell’s shooting of Burr with a pistol.”  Wound thought to be mortal.  After being thus wounded, Burr ran into his house to get his rifle, and succeeded in getting it, when Bell was passing the house.  Burr fired at him, the ball struck Bell in the back of the head and he fell instantly dead.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 2/19/1842:  Tragic Occurrence at Milton.  Burr kills Henry Bell.  One Dead (Affray).  “A quarrel arose between Samuel Burr and Henry Bell . . . which resulted in blows and Bell’s shooting of Burr with a pistol.”  Wound thought to be mortal.  After being thus wounded, Burr ran into his house to get his rifle, and succeeded in getting it, when Bell was passing the house.  Burr fired at him, the ball struck Bell in the back of the head and he fell instantly dead.”
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Samuel Burr
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Henry Bell
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1850




Milton, SANTA ROSA
P
VOUCHER

NOTE:  probably a marital homicide – counted as such

Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [MARITAL HUSBAND by RIVAL and WIFE]
Motive:  
[ADULTERY]
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Daniel Malone (aided and abetted by Eliza Goldshier)
VICTIM(s):
Joseph Goldshier

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  5/1850:  Santa Rosa Co. Ct.

Court proceedings:  both fNG.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 5 fo. 8, Santa Rosa Co.
Eliza Goldshier and Daniel Malone tried for murder of Joseph Goldshier.  fNG.  Schedule of costs.  Santa Rosa Co., May term, 1850.

Newspapers:

Floridian and Journal, 6/15/1860.  JPEG
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. The Santa Rosa. Tragedy.—During last
week at Milton, the Urial of Duniel Malone
and Elizd Goldshier for the mmrder af Jgseph
Goldshier, came off. " ‘The- tgial estended
from O A. u. to ahout B ». M., when the jury
after retiring ahout an hour hrought in a ver
dict of not guilly. Daniel Malane was tried.
seporately as principal. Eliza Goldshier was
charged as accessory hefore the fact. - UUpon.
the acquittal of Malone as principal, Elizg
Goldshier was discharged. Hon. Dillon Jor- |
don & Hon. Walker Anderson conducted the |
detenpe, and Solicitor Landrum the prosscu-
tiop. ‘The charge of his Hunor Judge Hawk.
ins, was one of great ability ; so entirely eat.
Isfuctory in ite recapitulation of teatimony aud
its expovition of the variouns paints of law pre.
segted in the argument of the cpse, that when
he concluded and requested to know of the
caunsel on both sides if they wished to pre.
gent any additionul points they replied in’the

W negative, and expressed themselves perfecily |
satisfied with the churge of the Court.—[n. |
Dcm. : , b





Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

Daniel Malone
Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

Eliza Goldshier
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Joseph Goldshier
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
[m]
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1851, May 30





Milton
, SANTA ROSA

P

NOTE:  JBH confessed to 16 murders.  Credible?  Did they occur in Florida?

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:  HOM
Relationship:    LYNCHING
Motive:  
VIGILANTE JUSTICE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
unknown white men
VICTIM(s):
John B. Harden and Jack (a slave of Joseph Forsythe)

Cause of death:  hanged

Circumstances:   Proclamation:  JBH “Carried off 2 negroes with him when he escaped from jail; since time he has been roaming at large committing other crimes.”  Captured.  Confession:  was it credible?  “He confessed the crime and said he richly deserved death, for he has been a villain all his life.  He had twenty wives living and had killed sixteen men, and all he was sorry for, was that he was not permitted to live long enough to kill four more.”  Committed at least 1 robbery-homicide in Alabama.  Hardin was accused of murder (outside of Florida), slave stealing, and bigamy (he eloped with the wife of a Milton planter).  They victims were buried in the same grave.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal records (inquests, court records, prison records):  
Newspapers:
Jacksonville News 1/13/1849:  $100 reward for the arrest of John Harden, escaped from Duval County jail.  Confined in conviction of burglary and larceny.  35, 5’ 10”, light complected, but sallow, hair light, small, dull, muddy blue eyes, downcast look, lips thin and closely compressed, beard thin and scattering.  Carried off 2 negroes with him when he escaped from jail; since time he has been roaming at large committing other crimes.  Reward paid by undersigned:  Oliver Wood, Oscar Hart, Thomas Ledwith, Philip Con, A. A. Conova, John Pons, A. M. Reed, C. D. Cooper, Gregory Gale, T. O. Holmes.  Jacksonville Dec. 9, 1848.

Jacksonville News, 6/14/1851:  “Summary Execution of a Wretch.  Our readers will remember the accounts which we published some weeks since of a murder committed in Washington county, Ala., by John B. Harden, and a negro whom he had stolen, with other property, from a gentleman in Florida.  From the correspondence of the Mobile Tribune, we obtain the sequel of the tragic affair.  It seems that Hardin was arrested in Shelby county, Ala.  The writer says:

He was carried from Shelby county, to Henry county, Ala.  A delegation was sent from Milton, Santa Rose county, Fla., to get him from the authorities in Alabama, and bring him to Milton, which was done.  Yesterday he was executed in Milton by the people, without a trial.  The negro who assisted him, belonging to Joseph Forsyth, was also hung at the same time yesterday, Friday, May 30th, at 12:30 o’clock.  He confessed the crime and said he richly deserved death, for he has been a villain all his life.  He had twenty wives living and had killed sixteen me, and all he was sorry for, was that he was not permitted to live long enough to kill four more.  He and the negro Jack were both hung to one tree and buried in one grave.  Repentance and remorse were strangers to him.  He said his father and brother were both hung.  He refused any further confession, as he would implicate many heads of families who passed as respectable, and would thereby leave many widows and orphans.


He met death without a shudder, was as cool as a cucumber.  He repented of nothing he had done, and said that he would (if turned loose) be as bad as ever, if not worse.  The only request he had to make, was not to be put to torture.  He said he wished to be hung and decently buried.  Yours, very respectfully.

Jacksonville Florida News, 5/10/1851:  JPEG; & 6/14/1851

Pensacola Gazette, 4/19 & 5/31/1851

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, 4/26, 5/3, & 6/14/1851

Hardin’s robbery in 1848 of the Jacksonville hotel:  Jacksonville Florida News, 1/13/1849; Jacksonville Florida Republican, 12/14/1848
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. her husband with a disreputab

-effected his esenpe; but his eaptors rallied, and

A Tracepy 1 Grzxx Couxry !—Elopr-
ment of a Florida' Lady with a Missiseippian. |
—A citizen-of Ilancoek county, in this State,
(whose naric we have not learned) . residing,
tcmpomi:ly we presume, in Florida, became
acquainted with the wife of a planter. The
intimacy ripened into a guilty and reciprocal

¥ and faithl ife
|consented fo nn elopement.: Not content
with the ineffable wrong alread{ inflicted upon
o stranger, the

connived with that stran ~hiis 1
¥ eir plans were successfully car- |

ried ont. With a valusble negro boy, a hand-
some travelling carriage. a span of valuablo
horses, and costly  double barrel gun, they

then fied the dweﬁing whose proprictor they
had wronged beyond atonement. - .
When the husband understood fully that Lis
trusted wife had become the abandoned con-
cubine of another, he made energetic prepar-
ation for their pursoit and capture, and dele-
gated tho task to a friend named Smith. Mr.
Smith traced the fugilive to GTeen tounty,
where he learncd that they were making ra-
pidly for the reeidence ) 9
an in . ITe securcd tl:e willing
assistange of Menssrs. Edward Davis and
Philip James; and the three, nrmed with guns,
made a duvscent upon the ruflian, at his mo-
ther’s residence, an hour before day, on
Thursday, the 22ult. They had no soomer
opencd the door of the room in which he lay,
than he leaped from the bed, like a tiger star-
tled in his lair, and -commenced fighting des-
perutely. He is a man of herculean streugth;
and so abrupt was his onsct, that he nearly

with a united effort butled him back into the
room. Ile then rushed upon Mr. Davis, and |
in attempling to poscces himsell of that gen- |
| tleman’s gun, wrenelied the barrel from the |
stock ! Mr. James then quickly advanced and
with on2 well-aimed blow of hia fire-lock fell-
ed the villain to the floor. He was at once
secured, and tho property recovered. e de
nied having taken the moncy. llis partner
in guilt declined retarning, and Mr. Smith
did not attempt to forco her. The party re-
turned to Green County with their prisoner.
‘Thore Smith acted with a strange fatuity that
cost his life. Messrs. Davis and James vol.
unteered to retarn with him, but he declined
their services. The prisonen was then placed
in a carriage, ironed only on the legs and Mr.
Smith placed hiniself besid» him. “The negro.
followed on horscback, and was incautiously
tgrmitted.to retain one of those dangerous |
nives denominnted “Aakansas tooth-picks.”
They travelled but two miles, when the negro
must have assailed Smith, in concert with
the prisoner; for Smith was found murdered,
at that distance on the road, gashed and mn.
tiluted with knife cuts, in a most shocking
manner. ‘The earringe and least valuable
horse was loft by the murderers, but they-rob-
bed their victim of bis money and other port-
able valuables, and made their escape. :
We leam from Mr. Knox, of this place,
that the name of the murderer is Lardy.—
It was tho opinion of Dr. Adams that Mr.
Smith was killed with a knife, while sitting
in the carriage, by .some one riding bchiud.
him. ‘This opinion clearly implicates the
slave found in Ilardy’s position.—Abridged
from the Paulding (Miss.) Clurion. "~
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¢ o> From the Pensacola Gazelle, ;

 Mz. Eprron—There has appeared in the
Mdbile nod New Orleans papers a re-print
from the Paulding’ (Miss.) Clarion, headed
“ Green County Tragedy” which, il permit-
ted to go uncorrected is well calculated, if
not intended, to deceive and misguide the
publi¢ mind; . to screen and protect ‘a villain,
robber and murderer and to cast reflection
upon the ionocent. The guilty person named
in that article is not “ Hardy”—no—but it is
Jonx B. Hazpex.” This man, so far from
eloping with o plariters wife of Florida, elop-
ed for_baving stolen a buggy, a likely mare,
a splendid double barrel shot gun, a negro
bdy, and strongly suspected of, and no doubt
did, steal 8500 in money, taking with hin
in his ignominous flight his paramour, (and

>

‘her child by him) a worthless female whom

he lived with as his wife. :
this savage beastin human shape, Jobn B.
Harden, was living in Sauta County,
Flori e cading to Mari-
anna, at & place known by the name of Slatc’s
old place, about 17 miles from Milton. - Here
he enrried. ob a little traffic in liquor, and in
his absence his miss conducted his unholy
business for Lim, ‘a good one to draw in dar-
kies as well as the weary and idler. He left
home and broaght up at Geneva, Coflec coun-
ty Ala., and while there, John R. Chapman,.

This freebooter,





[image: image4.jpg]\)c\m,\ L\ el o

FL) \e': \.‘L :\‘_‘ + %,.' l“;&
5|3 |%5)

pﬂ*\ Seaco\m ("_}auﬂt,‘
‘f‘l 9155

0w 'f)

Floritdz;, —on the stage road leading to Mari-
anng, at a place known by the name of Slate’s
old place, about 17 miles from Milton. - Here
he earried on a little traffic in liquor, and in
his absence his mias conducted his unholy
business for Lim, a good one to draw in dar-
kies as' well as the weary and idler. He left
home and brought up at Geneva, Colflec coun-
2' Ala., and while there, John R. Chapman,
Esq., formerly of Marinnna} buat now ol Pon-
sacola, passed thréngh Geneva on his way to
Pensacola, and while at Geneva exhibited in
& store, in which Harden and many others

. wards of 8500. The next day leaving for

1

_ ‘latf:ﬂedt.hnt hey. were on the right track.—

were present, a roll of money containing up-

Pensacola, himself on horscback and his lit-
tle daughter and son in an open buggy; all
that day this same man, if it be proper to call
him & man, was seen dogging alter Chapman.
That night tho houso ia which Chapman slept
(the door being on the jar and no fastening to
it) was entered by some one unknown, and
Chapman’s money taken. John B. Harden:
was next seen again in Geneva, This and!
other suspicious circumstances led to the ar.'
rest Of kiarden; and at Geneva he was held
in irons and custody, awaiting the arrival of;
tesfhhany.—uutjl one night hamade good his.
escapé. Next he wrsseen in Henry county,
Ala., and at Abbeville, tho court house of
said county, there he stole a likely young
mare from fohn W. Harper, a lawver of that
place, and a ‘buggy from Mr. Skipper, the
Sherilf of the county, and a double barrel
gun from some one é€lse, and put out for San-’
ta Rosa, Florida. "Pursuit was made by H..
F. Bizzell, of Ala,, and getting on his track
he followed him into Santa Rosa county,
when it ‘'wns ascertained that ‘e .had been to
the place where his miss and child were and
had ‘taken them and left. About 'this tiine!
Mr."Forsyth, of the firtn of Forsyth & Simp-
son; of this county, had & negro to be missing.
HY EZ:Bizzell came to Milton and engaged’
S.:L:. Bmith to go with him in search of
‘Harden. . They left Milton together, and at
Sparta’ they got such information as to b

L e ]

‘hoy-next went to Fort Claiborue, Ala., and
Jhore shey obtained certain information of Har-
den, nccompaniied by bis misa and child, and
who had’ the mdre, tho baggy, the double
barrel jgun and the ‘pegro boy; and hete Too
‘be changed off two €100 bills. for goods, of
the precise moncy which Chapman had lost.
Here, or a littla' afier’this, Bizzell loft Sniith
and : returned  home, “and from - Suggsville,
'Ala,, a Mr. Hamilton accompanied Smith to |
the' Chickasaw country, when the7 were a- |

bout.forty miles in the‘rear of Harden, Ham- |
ilton rotarned, but Baiith eonlinued the pur-
suit. . From there, on the route Smith obtain- l
ed the assistance of a man by the name of
Davis and ancther person; in thu county of
Marion, Miss., at the residence of [Iarden’s mo-
ther, they arrcsted Harden, first knocking him-
down with a gun. H&r_a_;hu.mf%e_d_himﬂ
stated, and as the negro boy scemod anxious
mith lot him come in company
loose. Smith had got near on to the Ala-
bama BState line, Green ‘county, Miss., or
perhaps in Washington -county, Ala., where
Davis stopped, belicved where they had taken
dinner; about two miles from this plnce Smith
was subsequently fo_‘ﬂd-immfﬁ!,.j_i_ﬂ_t%f_ﬂst
cut and he otherwise horribly gashed. lit-
U2 off from the road and not fur from the
body, necar to a creck or swamp the buggy
was found with one wheel off, with some oth-
er damage—bunt the horses, Harden and the
negro wero all gone.
e papers which published . the other
statement wiil please copy.
A SANTA ROSA.
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JOIHUN B. HARDIN AGAIN!
‘We finl the following cumuunication in
the I'ensacola Guzitte: ‘

Mur. Eniror.—There has apneared in the
Mobile and New Orleans papers w re-print
from the Panlding (Miss))  Clarinn, headed
SGreen County hugcdy” which, if pcnmttod
tv zo uncorreeted is well n]cuhlc" if nut in-
tcmlcd to deceive and misgzuide the public
mind, to screen and protcct a villain, robber
anel nnmlcru‘, and to cast reflection upon the
innocent. The guilty person mnamed in that
article is not “linrdy”—no—but it is Joux I,
Hapmy. This man, vo far from cloping with a
planters wife of Florida, cloped for having sto-
len a bugey, & likely mare, a splendid doublo
barrel sbivt gun, a negro boy, and strongly sus-
pected of, and no douht did, steal 2500 in mon-
ey, taking with him in his ignominious ilight
his paramour, (and her child” by him) n worth-
“less female whom he lived with as his wife.
This frechooter, thiy savage beast in human
shape, Johin IB. It ardin, wns lxvm" in Santa lto-
sa County, Florida, on the st: rge roned leading
to Marianna, at a place known h_) the name of
Slate's oll plu.c about 17 miles from Milton.
Here he earmed on a little traflic in liquor, and
in his absence hig miss conducted his unhul_y
business for him, a good one to draw in dar-
kies as well as the weary and idler. e left
Lome.and brought up nt Geneva, Coflee county
Ala,, and while ther ¢ Johu R. (.‘lmpnnm, lisq.,
formerly of Mariana, but now of Pensacola,
passsed throngh Geneva on his way to l‘cu-m-
cola. amd while at Geneva exlhibited in o store,

~in which Haridlen and many others were pres-

ent, a roll of money containing upwurds of
&500.  The next day leaving for I'ensacola,

Lhimself on horscback and his little daughter
awud son in an open buggy; all that dny this
same man, if it be proper to call himn man -
was seen tlm'gmg after Chapman. That mght,
the house in which Chapman slept (the door |
Leing on the jar aud no fastening to it) was en-
tered by ¢ome one unkuown, and Chapman's
money taken. Joln DB. Uardin was next scen
ngnin in Geneva.  This aud other suspicious
circumstances led to the arrest of lardin; and
ut (ieneva he was held in irons and custody,
awaiting the arrival of testimony, until one
.u;;ht he made guod his eseape. Next he was |
scen in Henry county, sla, nud at Abbevllle, |
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. J/TMS Jolin B, Hardin is no doubt the uotori- |

ous burglar and herse-thicf who figured so es- [ |

| h@c he may yot be brought to justice.

aceu in ITenry -;:ounty, Ala., aud at Abberstlle,
the court house of said cunuty, there he stolea |
iikely yonnz mare frum John W. ITarper, u law-
yjerof that place, and a bugzy frowm Mr. Skip-
per, the Sherill of the county, nml a donble bar-
rel gun from somc oue else, and put out for |
Santa Rosa. Florida,  DPursuit was made by 1L [
F. Bizzel, of Ala, and getting on his track he
fullowed him into Sautn Roesa county, whun it
wag nscertained that he hiad been to the place
wicere Liv miss and child wore md ind taken
them nud left.  About this time Mr. Forsyth,
of the firm of Forsyth & Simpson, of this coun-
ty.had a negro to be misving. I F. Bizzel
came 1o Milton amd engaged Mr. 8. L. Smith to
o with him an search of lardin, They left
Milton together, and at Sparta ther -~uot such
information ay to be satistTsd that they were
on the right track. 'They next went to Fort
Claiborre, Ala,, and here they vbtained certain
information of larden, neccompanied by his miss
and child, and who had the mare, the buggy.
the double harrel gun and the negro boy; nn
fiere he changed off two $100 bills l‘orfoods,
of the preciec vuvy which Chapman had lost.
Ilere, or a little after this, Dizzel left Smith
and rcturncd home, and from Suggsville, Ala,,
a Mr. Ilamilton nccompanied Smith td -the
Chicknsaw country. When about forty:
miles in the rear of 1larden, IIamilton returnci L
but Smith continued the pursult. Frum thire,
on the rowtoy Smith obtained the assistance:of;
n man by the name of Davis nnd another persd
son ; in the county of Marion, Miss.. at the resis}
dence of Jlardip’s motlier, they arrested I "
dim, first knocking him down with a gun.—-:
lere they secured him us stuted, and as the ne-’
gro boy sccmed anxious to return, Smith let
Liin come in company loose. Smith had go
near on the Alabama State line, Qreen counly,
Miss, or perhaps in Washington county, Ala.,
where Davis stopped, believed where they had
tuken dinner; ahout two miles from this place |
Smith was svbsequently found murdered, his |
throat cat and he otherwise horribly gashed,
A little off from the rond aud not far from the |
botly, near to a creck or swamyp tho bugry was |
found with one wheel off, with some otherdam-
age—but the horses, Ilurden nnd tne-negto,-f!
were all gone. ;
The papers whieh-published the other state- |
ment will please copy. B, 2 3
SANTA ROSA.

——

tensively in our county, a few years since.

In 1847 or 1848, a most daring burglary was
committed in the “Jacksonville Hotel,” in this
town. The burglar entered one of the rooms, |
in which two gentlemen (invalids) were sleep- |
ing nt the time, and in which there was a light, |i-
and robhed them of their clothes, money, gold 7
pencils, &c.; from thence he proceeded to the |
stable, and selected a fine horee, upon which
he decamped. '

Circumstances fastencd snspicion upon John
B. llardin, who was arrested and lodged in jail
After a dnj"u search the stolen property was
found, seercted in n swamp about a mile from
town, where Hardin had left them and return-
cd to town the same night of the roblLery.—
Our Cirenit Court being in session at the time,
(and which he was in attendance upon nwait-
ing his trial upog an indictment for bigamy,)
he was immediately tricd and convicted of the
burglary and horse-stealing, and sentenced to
stand onc hour in the pillury, and to suffer im-
prisonment in our ccunty juil. Ile was under-
going hLis punishment in jail, from which,
however, he soon suocceded in effecting his
escape. The Governor offered & rewnrd of two
hundreq dollars for his apprchension.

Whilst he was in this county, he was always
on the criminal side of our Court, and was sus-
pected of having perpetrated several other da-
ring robberies in our ncighborhood. 1M¢ is.
undoubtelly the most enterprising and daring .
villain now in the Southiern country, and ‘rJ

~
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Kummary Execution of a “‘rﬂcll \i{

Our readers will remember the accounts
which we pubiished some weecks since of a
murder committed in Washington couuty, Ala,
by Joux B. Iaupex, and a negro whom
he had stoien, with other property, from a gen.
tleman in Florida. Froin the correspondence
of the Mobile T'ridune, we obtain the sequel of
the tragic affair. It scems that Uairpin was
arrested in Shelby county, Aln. The writer
says:

Ie was carried from Shelby counly, to Ilen.
ry connty, Ala. A delegation wans sgent from
Milton, Santa Rosa county, Fla, to get him
from the authorities in Alubama, and bring him
to Milton, which was done. Yesterday he was
exccuted in Milton by the people, without a
trial. The negro who assisted him, belonging
to Joscph Forayth, was als hung nat the sawme/
time yesterday, Friday,fMay 30th, at 1214
o’'clock. le confesscd the crime and said he
richly deserved death, for he has been n villain
allRiglife. " ITe had twenty wives living and
had Killed sixteen men, and all he was sorry
for, was that he was not permi:ted to live long
enough to kill four more. lle and the negro
Jack were both Lung to one tree and buried in
one grave. Repentunce nud remorse were
strangers to him. Il¢ saildl Lis father and
brother were both hung. Ie refused any fur-
ther coufession, as he would hnplicate niany
Lecads of fumilies who passed as respectable,
and wo‘,g!g,;g;l_;.gggpyi leaye many widows and or.

.

phang, Zaipgdiie

wlle mebfdeathiwithout n shudder. wns as
cool asaieucumber. e repented of nothins
L had done;nnd said that lie wonld (if tu rm-ﬁ
looge,) be'as bad ns ever, if not worse, The on.

ly.requqthobndto make, was not to be put te
‘ﬂ"ﬂ“é@ﬂtfﬂlhﬁ he wished to be hung and
qgentlxgggr}gd.1;}\'ours, very respectfully. i

—— = —
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Oorfnpondcnu of the ]lobalc Thbmu.
Pensacora, May 31st, 1851,

You remember a short time since a murder.
was committed in Washington county, Ala.
by a manb]thenuno of J
who was arrested in Shelby county, Ala. It
may be interesting to you and your readers to
learn his sequel. -

He wascarried from S8helby county to Hen-
ry county, Ala. A delegation was seut from
Milton, Santa Rosa county, Fla. to get him
from the authoritics in Alabama and bring
him to Milten, which was done. Yostorday
he was exccutod in Milton by the people wi*h.
out a tiial. Thenegro who assisted him, be.
longing to Jos. Forsyth, wasalso hang at the
same time g'oﬂerday, Friday, May 20th, ot

124 o’cloc o confessed the orime and
:ald he richly dese ‘T'nl.‘

was sorry for, wad was not pomiued
to live long enouql to kill four more. ‘He
and the ueﬂo were both hung to one
tree and buried in one graye.. Repentance
and remorse wore pirsugers to: him. He
said his father and brother werg both hung,—
He rofused 1o make any further r.confension as

‘| he would implicate many bheads .of families;

who passed as nlpoehbh.mdwddthubj

leave many widows and: orphans. ; *, vi&i

looss,) be as bad as mr. if not- ,wono—-the
only requéat bo.had - to mnkc,mmttpbo
Eu to torture. Hé said he’ wished to: be
nngudde«nﬂnbu‘hd. Yoursy yery’

: ru-
pootfally 1t iyt ralidien ST





Other sources (diaries, histories, pamphlets, vital records, etc.):  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 1:  

John B. Harden

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


35
Phys char:


70”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[thief]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 2:  

Jack

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Joseph Forsyth / thief
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1852, Jan. 4




East Bay, near Milton, SANTA ROSA
PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
HONOR / QUARREL over suspect’s determination to whip a free woman


 of color
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:
10am
Days until death:  1

SUSPECT(s):
William Davis
VICTIM(s):
John Wilson

Cause of death:  [blunt]
hit on the head with an oar.  Died Monday night, 9pm.

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   i.d. 1/8:  “murder”

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #190, 169.  FSAr.

Proclamation for the arrest of William Davis who is charged with the murder of John Wilson in Santa Rosa Co.  Between 25 & 30, 62”, heavy build, dark complexion, hair inclined to be dark, eyes dark, grey or hazle and large & full.  Signed Thomas Brown, 1/26/1852.

Correspondence of Governor Thomas Brown, 1849-53, RG 101, Ser. 755, Box 3, fo. 5.  FSAr.
WD killed JW at East Bay, near Milton.  Finding of a jury of inquest called by John Chain [sp?], j.p. of Santa Rosa Co.  Description of WD, who fled.  Between 25 & 30, 62”, rather heavy build, dark complexion, dark hair and eyes, large and full eyes, “a man who has bourne a good character heretofore.”  Circumstances justify a suitable reward.  
Newspapers:

Proclamations for arrest:  ditto the Governor’s proclamation



Pensacola Gazette, 2/7/1852



Marianna Whig, 6/19/1852



Floridian & Journal, 1/31/1852



Florida Sentinel, 1/27/1852


Pensacola Gazette, 1/17/1852:  JPEG
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Murder.

Oun tie view ol the Lody of John Wil
sou, deceased, by a Jury ol lnquest, in
and lur the County ol Sauta Ruosa, held
on East Bay in said County, on the
gth January, 1862, the verdict returned
was ** murder by William Davis.”  kyi.
dence in ghort: “U'hat un Sunduy marning
the 4ih January, 1852, about 10 o’cluck,
a Ires coloted wowan, wha lived with|,
Antonia Govzalez st Fust Bay, was druonk
and making w greal nuisc, when Willian |,
Duvis, in company with Arch McCul-
lough and lenry Davis, came 1o the
place in a boat, when Davis und McCul.
luugh got out of the bout, leaving Henry
in: and Wi, Davis commenced whip
ping the wuman with switches which e
hrought with him with great severity,
until the deceased camne up (who alio re.
sided with Gonzalez) and said to Davis
mildly und pleasantly, ** [ would net whip
her but law it out ;" when Davis replied
“who are you talking 1o, and at the
saune time Jerked an our owt of the hands
ol his brother Henry and struck the de-
ceusvd over his head, who [ell speechluss
and was thought 10 be dead.  Davis and
McCullough got into the buat where Hean-
ry was and all went off. John Powell
aud Juhn Hount was summoned ta the
place, lile still appearing in the decensed,
thery took him to the house of Gunzalez,
wiiere he lingered but never spuke or
secied to know anything until Monday
night, und about 9 v'clock died. On the
pust mortein egaminaiion Dr. Fisher was
sulislied as was also the jury that two
Llows had been struck on opposite sides
of the heud, and the skull bruke in both
places, aud the Ductor says sufficient 1o
cuuse death,

Description of the deccased.- -Agad .
Lout 35 years; heighth 5} feet; thin vis.
age ; light hair; black ey=2s und ol Dulch
descent, said to be from Lavzuster, Penn.
sylvania. No wile or children as known.
Well known on East Bay as Dutch John
or Juhin Wilson tho fisherman. No wo.
ney, property or oflfects was lound about
hi or known te Lelong to him,

CORONER.

. ——




Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Davis
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


[27]
25 or 30
Phys char:


[61”]  62” or 60”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Wilson
Ethnicity:

German
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


35
Phys char:


66”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:

fisherman; poor [no money or known effects]
Town:


East Bay
Birthplace:

from Lancaster, PA
Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  
Known as “Dutch John” or “John Wilson the fisherman”
1856, Dec. 2




SANTA ROSA

VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Benjamin B. Marshal
VICTIM(s):
Martin Williford

Cause of death: [blunt]  “died of a blow inflicted on the head . . . with a chair”

Circumstances:   found dead at his residence

Inquest:   yes

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Post Mortem Examinations.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 7 fo. 5, Santa Rosa Co.  
Coroner’s inquest on the body of Martin Williford, found dead at his residence in Santa Rosa Co.  “died of a blow inflicted on the head by Benjamin B. Marshal with a chair” in Santa Rosa Co. on 12/2/1856.  Dr. John Hulse, surgeon at the Navy Yard, was summoned to inspect the body.  Jurors listed.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Benjamin B. Marshal
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Martin Williford
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1859]




SANTA ROSA

CT

VOUCHER

CHECK:  check the name again in the Escambia Co. Court notes.  Appears to be “Bowen” in the voucher notes, but seems almost identical with “Powers,” in Mike Denham’s hand.

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Samuel Powers [Bowen] m. 


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [6/1859]


Court proceedings:  Change of venue to Escambia Co.  6/1859:  fG of manslaughter.  39 lashes.

Source:  


Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-66: v. B: 65

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 2 fo. 4, Santa Rosa Co.  
Jan. 1859 term.  State v. Samuel Bown [sp?].  Murder in Santa Rosa Co.  Change of venue to Escambia Co.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Samuel Powers [Bowen]
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, Feb.




SANTA ROSA
VOUCHER

NOTE:  difficult to infer the relationship b/w AJM and NM

Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [RELATIVE or MARITAL]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
A. J. McClellon and Nelson McDonald
VICTIM(s):
Nancy McClellon

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  2/1860

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 5 fo. 9, Santa Rosa Co.
State v. A. J. McClellon and Nelson McDonald for murder, Santa Rosa Co., Feb. 1860 term.  fNG.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Post Mortem Examinations.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 5 fo. 9, Santa Rosa Co.  

Coroner fee schedule over the body of Nancy McClellon – filed next to the costs in the above case  They were probably charged with her murder.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

A. J. McClellon and Nelson McDonald
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Nancy McClellon
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








