Sumter County, Florida Homicides – (Adamsville, Sumterville)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1853:  no court records found

Sumterville became the county seat in 1858.





SUMTER
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1859]




SUMTER
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probably
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Mitchell
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  10/1859:  Sumter Co. Ct.

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 6, fo. 1.  Sumter Co.  FSAr.

State v. James Mitchell for manslaughter, Sumter Co., Fall term, 1859.  Schedule of costs.  Five men required to aid in his arrest.  No verdict listed.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

James Mitchell
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1860, Mar. 26




Adamsville, SUMTER
P
Class of death:   probable:  2 men dead
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL -- gambling
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  W (1), JM (0)

SUSPECT(s):
James Mobley
VICTIM(s):
___ Wall

SUSPECT(s):
Capt. James F. B. Johnson
VICTIM(s):
James Mobley

Cause of death:  W:  shot in the abdomen with a pistol, died the next day.  JM:  shot in the head with a shotgun, died instantly.

Circumstances:   at a gaming table.  A melee started, JM fired two shots into the crowd, hitting Wall.  JFBJ fired both barrels [shotgun] at JM.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  no – a justice court ruled that JFBJ fired in self-defense

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Fernandina East Floridian, 4/12/1860:  “the difficulty appears to have arisen over a gaming table.  In the melee, James Mobley was ejected from a house, when he drew a pistol and fired twice into a crowd of men—one shot taking effect in the abdomen of a man named Wall, from which he died next day.  About the time Mobley fired the second shot, he was himself shot down by Capt. James F. B. Johnson—the contents of one barrel of a shotgun lodging in his head.  While falling, Mobley received a second load of shot from the same source.  Mobley expired instantly.  Johnson made good his escape.

We have none of the details of this horrible affair, and may be in error in some of the statements above made, as our information is very indefinite.  We will vouch, however, for the truth in the main, of what is above set forth.--Tampa Peninsular.


Since the above article was set up we have had the pleasure of meeting Capt. Johnson, who informed us that he appeared before a Magistrate’s Court, held at Sumterville on the 29th ult., Justices Cassidey and Daniel presiding, and was honorably discharged, it have been clearly proven that he acted in self-defense.”


Floridian and Journal, 4/21/1860:  ditto

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

James Mobley
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

Capt. James F. B. Johnson
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ Wall
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








