Florida Homicides – Wakulla County (Newport)


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1843:  no court records found

Wakulla County was created in 1843 out of Leon County, & superior courts began meeting immediately.






WAKULLA
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1843]




St. Marks, WAKULLA

P

NOTE:  guess that physical abuse the instrument of death

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  ABUSE
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Everhart
VICTIM(s):
___ Everhart (his wife)

Weapon:  [phys]

Circumstances:  Everhart “used the most violent and coercive measures with his wife, frequently beating her in the most brutal and unfeeling manner . . . he actually [on one occasion] attempted to burn her eyes out with a lamp, declaring to be his intention to kill her.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term:  [5/1843]

Court proceedings:  5/1843t:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 6/16/1843.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  


Everhard murders his wife in an “inhuman and barberous manner” at St. Marks.  Pled not guilty in Wakulla Co. Superior Court.  George Hawkins and Thomas Heir for defense.  Request for change of venue denied.  Numerous witnesses swore they say Everhart “used the most violent and coercive measures with his wife, frequently beating her in the most brutal and unfeeling manner . . . he actually [on one occasion] attempted to burn her eyes out with a lamp, declaring to be his intention to kill her.”  “Suffice it to say this cold-blooded and inhumane monster, satiated his thirst by intruding his hands in her blood.”  


Jury returned only after fifteen minutes to return a verdict of guilty.  Judge sentenced him to hang on June 16, 1843.  “During the whole true the prisoner appeared as unconcerned about the result as any ordinary spectator in the court.”  “Evidently the most hardened villain that has ever stretched a rope.”  [Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, May 24, 1843]

See long description of execution: Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, June 20, 1843.

Other Sources:

RParadise p. 209:  George Everhart hanged in Tallahassee, 6/16/1843 for murder of his wife.  Not in Leon Co. file.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George Everhart

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m

Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Everhart

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m. George
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1844, May]


WAKULLA

PROC (P)
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM] SLAVE by WHITE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Patrick Mathews
VICTIM(s):
Negro boy, Charles

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  Indictment for murder found in Wakulla Superior Court.


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

No details but Mathews described as “20, five feet 6, dark blue eyes, 130 pounds.”    [Proclamation for the arrest of Patrick Mathews, May 27, 1844, in Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, June 4, 1844
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Patrick Mathews


Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m


Age:


20


Phys char:


66”
130 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Charles, a negro boy


Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m
Age:


[adult]
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

[slave]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1846]




WAKULLA

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Grant
VICTIM(s):
John Turner  

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term:  [__/1846]

Court proceedings:  Grant defended by Long and Walker.  fNG
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  


Newport Gazette, December 15, 1846

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Grant


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Turner

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1849]





WAKULLA

VOUCHER
P

PARDON
CT

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Frederick, John Miller and Sarah Miller (wife of John)
VICTIM(s):
___ Dudley

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term:  Wakulla Co.:  Spring 1849


Court proceedings:  Frederick granted a change of venue to Leon Co.  3/1850t in Leon Co.:  fG of mansl.  $1000 fine & 12 months in jail.  Granted a new trial.  Frederick convicted of manslaughter, fined $1000.  Fine remitted see Pardon File.  Millers acquitted.
Legal Records:  

State vs John Frederick, 1849, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 6, fo. 5, Wakulla Co. FS Archives.  

State vs John Miller and Sarah Miller, 1849, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 6, fo. 5, Wakulla Co. FS Archives.  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 304

State vs John Frederick, Murder, 1849, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1865, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 2, Leon County, FSArchives


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #142, 121.  FSAr.

Remission of $1000 fine of JF fG mansl.  “already suffered a long imprisonment entirely unable to pay the said fine” – request that JF be extended clemency.  Gov. Bro__, 7/1/___

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, June 16, 1849

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Frederick, John Miller and Sarah Miller (wife of John)
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:



Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Dudley
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1851, Aug. 16




Newport, WAKULLA

P

DATE:  could also be 8/9

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    DISTILLERY CUSTOMER by CUSTOMER
Motive:  BRAWL
Intox?:  yes 

Day of week: Saturday


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Josiah Jacobs
VICTIM(s):
Darling Cherry

Weapon:  [blunt]  handspike


Circumstances:  Jacobs represented to have been drunk and quarrelsome.  Quarreled with Cherry at Bemis distillery in Newport and killed him with a handspike and fled.  Captured on next day (Sunday).  Cherry worked for a Mr. Hodsden and is “represented to have been an industrious and orderly young man.  He was born in Pitt Co. NC, where he has a mother and sister living, and he has also a brother residing in Jackson County in this state.  His age is 25.  [Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, August, 19, 1851]


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  Sentenced to hang.  Jacobs hanged in Newport on the Friday before June 22, 1852.  [Rogue’s Paradise:  hanged 7/9/1852]
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, May 11, June 22, 1852

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Josiah Jacobs

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Darling Cherry

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


25

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

Pitt County, NC 

Religion:



Organizations:



1856, Sept. 15 



St. Marks, WAKULLA

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Edmond Berk

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  killed in an affray by unknown person

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  


Coroners Inquest Over the body of Edmond Berk, 1856, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post Mortem Examinations, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 7, fo. 5, Wakulla County, FS Archives.  



killed in an affray by unknown person

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

unknown 

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Edmond Berk 

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:


[1858]



WAKULLA

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Augustus Yowman
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  none known


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term:  


Court proceedings:  Spring 1858 transferred to dead docket.  Fled
Legal Records:  

State vs Augustus Yowman, 1858, Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 6, fo. 5., Wakulla, Co. FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Augustus Yowman

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1858] 


WAKULLA

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Eaphram Miller
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

State vs Eaphram Miller, 1858, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 6, fo. 5., Wakulla Co. FS Archives



Indicted for murder

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Eaphram Miller

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








