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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1752


1752

Jan 28.  Gloucester, Jan 25.  The Waters about this City have been at a prodigious Height, insomuch that, the Beginning of this Week, one JOHN BAKER, an ancient Man, of this City, Carpenter, was drowned in going to Elmore, and a Fisherman taken up, who had met with the same Misfortune.

Feb 25.  Gloucester, Feb 22.  This Week, were committed to our Castle MARY READE and JAMES BLEWITT, of the Parish of Longhope, charged with the Murder of her Bastard Child.

Mar 10.  Bristol, Feb 29.   We have an Account from Sodbury, in Gloucestershire, that, on the 20th Instant in the Evening, ROBERT TANNER was kill’d by his Son in Law, WILLIAM TANNER, from whom he receiv’d three Stabs in the Breast, and a fourth in the Side of his Body, with a Knife, which pierced his Heart.  They were Butchers, had quarrell’d about some trivial Affairs, and, being both on the Ground struggling, in the Conflict WILLIAM TANNER, who was undermost, drew his Knife, and gave the fatal Wounds aforesaid.

   Listed for trial: MARY READE, JAMES BLEWITT, and SAMUEL TANNER.

Mar 17.  Bristol, Mar 7.  Last Thursday Morning, Mr ROBERT BROWNING, in Redcliffe street, Tobacconist, at the time of High Water, threw himself out of a Window at the Back Part of his House into the River, and was drown’d.  The Day before, he ask’d several of the Neighbours which was the easiest Death, Hanging, or Drowning; and, being told the latter, he was ask’d whether he had a Mind to try the Experiment, but made no Answer.

   Gloucester, Mar 16.  Assizes.  Nine, viz. ..... SAMUEL TANNER, for Manslaughter ... were burnt in the Hand.

   At this Assizes also, MARY READE, and JAMES BLEWITT, were try’d for the Murder of her Bastard Child.  Upon this tryal, JOAN READE, the Girl’s Mother, was call’d, who, after some time (for both the Judge and Council were a considerable time before they could get her to speak anything to the Purpose, arising, as was thought, from the melancholy Reflection of swearing against her Daughter) swore positively that the Man kill’d the Child; but the Girl absolutely declared that he was not in the Room when the Child dy’d, but that her Mother, who deliver’d her, as soon as it was born, put her Hands to the Neck of it, and then said it was dead.  Upon this, the Judge spoke to the Mother, bid her consider of what she had said, and told her of the great Guilt that lay upon her, first in murdering the Child, and then in endeavouring to take away the life of an Innocent Man, by laying that very Murder to his Charge; which had such an Effect upon her, that she deny’d her former Evidence, and said she knew not who kill’d it.  The then Prisoners were 

immediately acquitted, and the Daughter is continued an Evidence against her Mother, who is committed to Prison, to be try’d, next Assizes, for the Murder of the Child.

Mar 31.  Gloucester, Mar 28.   We hear from Coleford that, on Thursday last, the Coroner’s Inquest sat on the Body of SAMUEL COOPER, who was found hanging, the Day before, to the Bacon Rack in his own House; when, upon an Examination of several witnesses, which lasted near five hours, the Jury found him Felo de se; and he was immediately bury’d in the next Cross Road, and a Stake drove thro’ his Body.

May 12.  Gloucester, May 9.  The following Persons have this week been committed to our Castle, viz. MARY KING, for the Murder of a Female Bastard Child; MARTHA HICCOCKS, on Suspicion of poisoning WILLIAM HUGHES, late of Cirencester.

Jun 30.  Gloucester, Jun 27.   On Thursday last, as Mr BLISS, of Chalford, in this County, Clothier, was returning home from Cheltenham, in Company with three others, he unfortunately fell from his Horse, which so fractur’d his Skull, that he dy’d on the Spot.

Jul 14.  Gloucester, Jul 11.  Assizes.  JOAN READE, MARY KING, and ELIZABETH KING, for murdering Bastard Children.

Jul 21.  Gloucester, Jul 18.  On Wednesday last the Assizes ended here, .... Four were order’d for Transportation, viz. JOAN READE, for Perjury (who was also sentenc’d to be pillory’d, which was executed upon her this Day,)....

   ANN WILLIAMS, charg’d with poisoning her Husband, and ELIZABETH and MARY KING, suspected of murdering a Bastard Child, were order’d to remain in Gaol till next Assizes.

Aug 4.  Gloucester, Aug 1.  This Week the following melancholy Affair happen’d in this City, viz.  On Tuesday last, ---- DOGGETT, a labouring Man, was employ’d to kill a Cat, to effect which he took him by the Hind Legs and dash’d his Head against a Wall, when the Cat immediately seiz’d him by the Hand, and bit and tore it most terribly.  At last, however, he was master’d, and the poor Fellow apply’d to a Surgeon with his Hand, but his Blood was so poison’d by the Venom of the Cat, that he dy’d on Thursday in the Afternoon.

Sep 19.  CHANGE OF PUBLICATION DATE.

Dec 5.  Gloucester, Dec 2.  We hear from Bristol, that as one RICHARD FLUCK a labouring Man, was assisting in cleaning a deep Well, the Wall thereof fell in on him, and killed him on the Spot.

Dec 26.  Gloucester, Dec 23.   From Westbury, about Six Miles from hence, we are told they [the floods] are much higher there than ever they were known by the oldest Man thereabouts; and that, this Morning, as two Men were fishing in a Stock boat, the Tide ran so very Swift, that the Boat was overset, and one of the Men drowned.

