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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1795


1795

On Wednesday last an inquest was taken, by Mr Trigg, Coroner, of Cainscross, on the body of CHARLES BURFORD, an infant about three years and a quarter old, at Ruscomb.  The infant, being left under the care of a child, who went a few yards from home to fetch a loaf of bread, was locked indoors with another, who was incapable of assisting, when the infant’s cloaths caught fire, and it was burnt to death.  Verdict, Accidental death.

   On Thursday, at Ampney St Peter, an inquest was taken by Mr Trigg, of Cainscross, Coroner, on the body of a male base child, belonging to ELIZABETH EDGEWORTH.  Verdict, natural death.

Jan 19.  On Monday last about four o’clock, a house at Upper Hyde, near Minchinhampton, inhabited by Mr AARON LORD and his sister, both uopwards of 80 years of age, was discovered to be in flames, and the fire was so far advanced, that before any assistance could be given, the roof of the house fell in, and the inhabitants both of them perished.  Part of the body of Mrs LORD was discovered in the ashes, but no traces of her brother could be found.  There was a considerable sum of money dug out of the ruins.  Mr LORD was a person of remarkable character. [continues>]

Feb 2.  On Monday last a very melancholy accident happened near Warmley, in this county.  As twelve men were at work in a coal pit, a body of water from an adjoining pit suddenly burst into their works, which instantly rose to the height of ten fathoms, and five of the number were unfortunately drowned, three of whom have left wives and families to lament the fatal catastrophe: the others were taken out alive without receiving much injury, to the astonishment of all present.

   The same morning an infant child, named MARY MORETON, was unfortunately killed in the parish of Mangotsfield, by a 16 inch waggon wheel falling on her head.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  The above inquests were taken by Mr Joyner, of Berkeley.

Feb 9.  A few days ago, as EDMUND TOWNSEND, servant to Mr CUTTS, of Salmon’s Mill, in the parish of Painswick, was employed in breaking the ice on the mill pond, it suddenly gave way, and let him in; he was carried by the velocity of the stream through the flood gates, and taken up so much exhausted, that he died soon after.

Feb 16.  The Bristol mail coach, on its approach to this city on Wednesday, would have been lost, had not the guard, JOHN HOPKINS, and the coachman, JOSEPH DAFFORNE, shewn a remarkable instance of courage and judgement.  The water was so high at Holborn Green, about two miles from hence, that the horses were taken off their legs, and the leaders were turning round, which would have inevitably upset the coach, but the guard ummediately jumped into the torrrent 

up to his breast, and led the five horses through the flood.  The proprietors of the coach have rewarded the coachman and guard for their exertions on this occasion.

Feb 23.  On Sunday last the body of Mr HEARTSHORN GREEN, brother to Mr R GREEN, of Sneed Park Farm, in this county, was discovered near the bottom of the Rocks on Durdham Down.  Mr GREEN had been missing for six days.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Mar 2.  A person of the name of Musty, a day labourer, having fallen into the water near Painswick on Friday last, for want (as it has been represented to us) of immediate attention, languished for some time and expired.  Verdict of Mr Trigge, who took the inquest, Died for the want of timely assistance, and proper necessaries.

Mar 30.  On Tuesday and Wednesday last, two men, unknown, were found drowned in the river Severn, near Oldbury, in this county: they appeared to be watermen, 30 or 40 years of age, stout and well made, five feet ten and eleven inches high, one having brown hair, smock frock, blue jacket and trousers, corduroy breeches, and worsted stockings; the other, black hair, brown cloth jacket, white cloth waistcoat with horn buttons, flannel shirt, blue trowsers, and cross-barred handkerchief.

Jul 6.  On Saturday last CHARLES ROWDEN, a shear grinder, returning home from Minchin-Hampton, fell into a brook, and was found drowned.  An inquest was taken by Mr Trigg, of Cainscross, near Stroud - verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Wednesday last a heavy storm of rain, attended with thunder and lightning, fell here about two o’clock.  The cloud passed towards Painswick hill, and near Matson four men, who were mowing, ran under some trees for shelter; one of whom, named RODWAY, happening to hang his scythe on a branch of the tree, a flash of lightning, attracted by the scythe, struck the owner of it dead upon the spot.   His companion, who stood under the same tree, was brought to the ground, and, for some time, remained senseless.  The other two men, who took shelter under a tree at some distance, were not hurt.

Jul 8.  Tetbury Burial Register.  William Preen, found drown in  Canal between Stroud and Salperton.

Jul 13.  An inquest was taken last week by Mr Trigg, of Cainscross, on the body of WM PRIN, late gardener to Major KINGSCOTE, who in crossing the Canal near the tunnel at Salperton, fell in and was drowned.

Aug 3.  On Friday evening last as THOMAS ESTOP, of Wheatenhurst was laying some night hooks to catch fish in a brook, he fell in, and was drowned.  The inquest having been taken, by Mr Trigg, Coroner, of Cainscross, the Jury returned their verdict, Accidental Death.

Aug 31.  On Wednesday last a lad, who lived with Mr MILLINGTON, of Coln Rogers, running incautiously to open a gate to let a waggon through loaded with straw, a hay pike projecting at the tail of the waggon pierced his left eye, and penetrating to the brain, killed him on the spot..  A verdict was taken by Mr Trigg, of Cainscross - Accidental Death.

Sep 7.  On Tuesday last an inquest was taken by Mr Trigg, Coroner, of Cainscross, on the body of RICHARD FLETCHER, of Cirencester, who, having injured the spinal marrow by a fall, occasioned by a rope breaking, as he was fastening some hay to a waggon, was killed on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Thursday last a melancholy accident happened to Mr WILLIAM MATTHEWS, of Greet, in the parish of Winchcomb, in this county.  As he was driving a waggon, loaded with barley, into a yard belonging to Mr WELLS, by some means he fell to the ground, and the forewheel went over his body, and crushed him to that degree, that he died in a few hours afterwards.  The inquest was taken before Mr D WILLEY, Coroner, resident in this city.

Sep 14.  On Thursday the body of Mr Campbell, known by the title of Lord Lion, a gentleman of great respectability, who resided in Clarence place, Bristol, was found at the bottom of the rocks on the Leigh side of the river Avon, mangled and bruised in so deadful a manner, as to render it a most shocking spectacle.  This unfortunate gentleman excelled in an eminent degree, in the art of drawing, and had left his house about ten o’clock on Monday morning last, with a design, it is believed of sketching some of the beautiful views of the river towards St Vincent’s rocks near the Hotwells: in attempting this from some dangerous parts of the roks, it is supposed, either that the ground gave way, or his feet slipped, when falling down the tremendous precipice, the violent contusions he received proved fatal to him.

Aug 14.   On Monday se’nnight as THOMAS MORLEY, son of Mrs MORLEY, of the Kings Arms, at Wickwar, in this county, was gathering plumbs, he fell off the tree on his head, which caused his death the next day.

   On Wednesday last as ISAAC MAGGS, servant to Farmer ESMOND, of Woodland Farm, in the parish of Almondsbury, in this county, was giving his master’s horse water, in a pool near the house, he fell off and was drowned.  Verdicts, Accidental death.  The above inquests were taken before Mr Joyner, of Berkeley.

On Wednesday last an inquest was taken by Mr Trigg, Coroner, of Cainscross, on the body of HANNAH SYMORE, of the Vatch Mill, in the parish of Painswick, who, as she was throwing away the tops and strings of some kidney beans, dropped down and instantly expired.  Verdict, Sudden death by the visitation of God.

Oct 5.  On Monday last HARRIET CRITCHLEY, a child about two years old, whose parents had tied it on an ass, was thrown down by the ass taking fright, and dragged near 150 yards on a very rough road, in the parish of Eastington, in consequence of which the child was killed upon the spot.

Oct 19.  On Thursday last an inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, of Berkeley, on the body of a new born female child, found murdered in a reen in the Marsh Common, in the parish of Almondsbury, in this county.  The child when found was quite naked, and appeared to be about four or five weeks old.  A strong suspicion falls upon a tall woman, about 25 years of age, much pitted with the small pox, and dressed in a light cotton gown, black hat and handkerchief.  She came over at the New Passage the day before the child was found, having a young child in her arms, and a bandbox; and was seen about two hours after she left the Passage House, going for Bristol, without any child.

Nov 16.  A few days ago, as WILLIAM HAMBLETT, a lad, of Minety, in this county, was catching a horse, he fell into a ditch, and the horse falling upon him, instantly killed him.

   On the 3rd instant, as WILLIAM SMITH, labourer, of Stroud, was wheeling coal, at Lodgemore, he fell into the brook, and expired soon after being taken out.

   On the 12th instant, Mr JOSEPH CLARK, of Sheepscomb, in this county, returning from Bisley fair, was thrown from his horse, which caused his death the next day.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.  The above inquests were taken by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county.

Dec 14.  DANIEL DAVIES, of Lidney, has been committed to our county gaol for the murder of his son.  A quarrel arose respecting the lending a few shillings, in which the father challenged the son to fight him.  No father, says the young man, I will notbring the wrath of heaven upon me by striking my parent; and holding the old man dowen in his chair begged him to moderate his anger.  Instead of which he broke loose, and taking a fire shovel struck his son a blow that cut thro’ the skull to the brain, of which the young man died in a very short time.

Dec 21.  Mr NATHANIEL OVERBURY, a respectable wool stapler in Tetbury, was suddenly taken ill at the Phoenix Inn, at Exeter, on Sunday the 13th, and died immediately.

