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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1756 - 1758


1756

Apr 27.  Gloucester, Apr 24.  Yesterday was committed to our Castle MARY DOUGLAS, on Suspicion of murdering ELIZABETH KNIGHT, of the Moorse, in the Parish of Ruar dean, in this County.

May 4.  Gloucester, May 1.  MARY DOUGLAS, the Person mentioned in our last as committed to our Castle for Murder, was found Guilty, upon two several inquisitions before the Coroner, of the Wilful Murder of EDWARD ROBERTS and ELIZABETH KNIGHT, her Master and Mistress, by Poisoning them, in mixing Arsenick with Treacle, Ale, and other liquids.

   Tuesday last the Assizes ended at Bristol ... the seven Watchmen, for the Murder of the Woman (formerly mentioned in this Journal) were acquitted.

May 18.  Gloucester, May 15.  Thursday se’nnight last THOMAS JAMES, of Long-Hope, in this County, hanged himself; since which the Coroner’s Inquisition on the Body brought in their Verdict, Felo de se.  He was to have been married in a few Days to a young Woman of the same Parish, with the Consent of all Friends; and ‘tis thought his Want of Money to bring Matters about was the cause of his Rashness above mentioned.

Aug 10.  Gloucester, Aug 7.   This Evening the Assizes ended here, at which WILLIAM CROSS PEARCE, for the Murder of his Wife by giving her an unhappy Blow under her left Breast, received Sentence of Death, and is to be executed on Monday next:  His Wife, it seems, bore but a very indifferent Character; and, it is said, Jealousy was the Cause of this Rashness in her Husband. 

Aug 15.  Frampton on Severn Parish Registers: Burials.  GEORGE, John, a poor boy from Stroud killed by a waggon.

Aug 17.  Gloucester, August 14.  On Monday last WILLIAM CROSS PEARCE  was executed here for the Murder of his Wife, pursuant to his Sentence.  He declared to the last Minute his Innocence of the Fact for which he suffered, and that the wounds which appeared upon his were occasioned by a Fall into a Saw Pit on her Return home.  His Behaviour was decent, and his Repentance for the Errors of his Life seemed to be sincere.

Aug 25.  Gloucester, Aug 21.  On Monday last one BARNS, a Labouring Man in the Parish of Bulla, near this City, was killed in a Storm of Thunder and Lightning.  It is very remarkable that the Instant before he was Struck dead he had been cursing his Son, and swearing he would murder him before Night.

Sep 21.  Gloucester, Sep 20.  They write from Mickleton, near Campden, in this County, that a few Days ago, Some Men having been mowing there, one of them, named CHARLES JACKSON, attempted unawares to leap on the Back of one of his Companions, which occasioned him to stumble, whereby JACKSON was thrown on the Edge of a Scythe, which cut him so terribly across the Belly, that, after getting up, and saying, “Lord, have Mercy upon me! I’m a dead Man! he expired immediately.  The Coroner’s Inquest, having sat on the body, brought in their Verdict, Accidental Death.

Oct 12.   Gloucester, Oct 9. From Bristol we have the melancholy News, that on Wednesday Night last the Old Passage Boat, crossing the River Severn at Beechly, was overset in a Storm; by which Accident 22 Passengers, and 18 Horses, were drowned.

Oct 19.  More details of the above accident.

Nov 2.  Gloucester, Oct 23.  On Thursday last WILLIAM PLESTAGE, alias OCKLESTONE, was committed to our Castle gaol, for beating, in a very Cruel Manner, a poor Man, who is since dead.  Another Person, who is not yet taken, was concerned with him.

Dec 21.  Gloucester, Dec 18.  Last Thursday Se’nnight the following melancholy Accident happened at Beckford, in this County: As Mr HIGGENS, of that Place, was putting a Gun upon a Rack,  not knowing it to be loaded, the Gun, being half cocked, went off, and shot the servant maid, who was sitting near, dead on the spot.  The Coroner’s Inquest, having sat on the Body, brought in their verdict, Accidental Death.

1757

Mar 29.  Gloucester, Mar 26.  RICHARD AYRES and WILLIAM PRESTAGE, tried for the Murder of JOHN HODGKINS, were acquitted.

Aug 23.  Murder of BENJAMIN HEDGES of Hopwood, nr Alvechurch, by THOMAS ROBERTS, a servant.  [Advert dated 16th page 2 col b]

1758

Jan 10.  Gloucester, Jan 7.  Last Wednesday, as two Boys of this city, named JOHN WADLEY and WILLIAM BLANCH, were gaming together, at a little Distance from the Town, a Dispute arose between them concerning a Trifle won by the former, who, being provoked by some Expression of his Playfellow, immediately struck him; whereupon BLANCH told the other, that, if he repeated his 

Blow, he would stab him to the Heart.  WADLEY, however, was not discouraged by this Threat, did strike him again; and BLANCH, directly seizing his knife, which was stuck up in the Ground, gave WADLEY such a Wound therewith as at first expected to prove mortal; but, as he was immmediately carried to our Infirmary, and proper Care taken of him, the Surgeons are now in Hopes of his Recovery.  BLANCH is under Confinement in our Castle Gaol.

Mar 7.  Trial of THOMAS ROBERTS.

Mar 14.  THOMAS ROBERTS sentenced.  

