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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1803.


Gloucester Herald, 19/02-05/03 missing, & 18/6 –13/8

1803

Jan 3.  On Saturday se’nnight a melancholy accident happened at Cam, in this county.  A man of the name of TUDOR, whilst coming to Dursley, in a state of intoxication, missed his road, and, falling into a ditch, was suffocated.  He wsa not found till the Monday following.

   Monday night last, about ten o’clock, Captain WM WINTLE, of the sloop Galley, was unfortunatrly drowned, in attempting to go on board at the wharf in St Philip’s, Bristol, where she had that day discharged her cargo of Newport coal.  It is thought his feet must have slid from under him on the slip, and that he fell between the vessel and the Quay wall.  He was heard to cry for help, but it being dark no person could render him assistance in time.

Jan 31.  On Tuesday an Inquest was held at Wilton, near Ross, by T Cotes, esq. Coroner, on view of the body of WILLIAM CROOSE, who died in consequence of a violent bruise on the head, occasioned by a fall.   Sand on Thursday, another Inquest was held by Mr Cotes, at the same place, on view of the body of WILLIAM GUNDY, a lad about ten years of age, who, being subject to fits, fell into the fire in the absence of his friends, and was burnt to death.  Verdict in both cases, Accidental Death.

Feb 7.  On Tuesday an Inquest was held at Ross, by Mr Cotes, Coroner, on view of the body of WALTER WILLIAMS, a day labourer, who, on returning home, at night, from his work, dropped down dead in a field near his dwelling house.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

Feb 14.  One evening last week, Mr SHEARS, an Irish Gentleman, with his wife, arrived at the Bell Inn, Burford, from Cheltenham.  About ten o’clock the Lady retired to her bedroom, when Mr SHEARS immediately locked  the door, and shot himself with a large postol, lodging the contents, a quantity of grapeshot, in his brain.  He languished till the following afternoon, and then expired in great agony.  Mr SHEARS had considerable property in Ireland, but owing to an irregularity in his remittances from thence, was reduced to some temporary pecuniary embarrassments, which produced a desponding state of mind, and drove him to the fatal act.

Feb 28..  A few days since died, at Coaley, near Dursley, Mr JOHN GRIFFITH; having a family of children ill of the smallpox, he unhappily caught the infection, sickened, and died in twelve days, at the age of 35.  

   The following melancholy event occurred on Friday last.  About five o’clock in the afternoon, as RICHARD HAWKES, fisherman, and a woman of the name of JANE TRIGG, both of 

Minsterworth, were returning from Tewkesbury in a fishing boat, in attempting to pass through the pricipal arch of Over Bridge, near this city, they were forced against the pier by the violence of the current, by which the boat was upset, and they were precipitated into the flood.   They both clung to the bottom of the boat, however, abd floated down the Severn for some distance, calling out for help.  Their perilous situation was observed by some men in a trow which lay a short way below the bridge, by whom, in all probability, their lives would have been saved; but unfortunately they had no small boat; and before they could reach one belonging to a vessel which lay near, the poor sufferers lost their hold, and disappeared!  The boat has since been taken up uninjured; but the violence of the wind, and height of the river, at present renders any search for the bodies ineffectual.  The woman has left an aged father and mother, who were principally dependent upon her for support.

   On Wednesday evening, after it had become dark, a man of the name of POPE, not aware of any danger, although cautioned by a gentleman whosaw him, stepped over the quay wall, near the head of the quay, Bristol, and fell into the river.  The gentleman who had spoken to him, hearing the plunge, instantly gave the alarm, and after about half an hour’s search, the poor man’s body was found; but the immediate exertions of two medical gentlemen to restore animation, unfortunately proved ineffectual.

Mar 7.  On Wednesday morning died, suddenly, Mr JOHN JELF, cork cutter, of Bolt lane, in this city.  He was taken ill whilst at work, and died immediately after being carried home.

Mar 7.  On Thursday last, an inquest was taken at Elkstone, in this county, by Mr Trigg, coroner, on view of the body of WILLIAM THRUSH, who was unfortunately thrown from a horse, and dragged in the stirrup, so as to occasion his death.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   The bodies of RICHARD HAWKES and JANE TRIGG, mentioned in our last Paper to have been drowned in the river Severn, by the oversetting of a fishing boat, were yesterday morning picked up at the Parting, in this city.

Gloucester Herald, Mar 12.

On Saturday last an inquest was taken at Clifton, by Mr Joyner, on the body of a male child, supposed to be about three weeks old, whichwas discovered in a dust hole by a gentleman’s servant.  After the surgeon had examined the body, he declared that the child must have been strangled, and a leg and an arms taken off with a sharp instrument.  Verdict, Wilful Murder by some person or persons unknown.

The bodies of RICHARD HAWKES and JANE TRIGG, mentioned in our last Paper to have been drowned, in the river Severn, by the oversetting of a fishing boat, were on Sunday morning picked up at the Parting, near this ciy.

Gloucester Herald, Mar 19.

Yesterday morning, an inquest was held on the body of SAMUEL GILPIN, a private in the 15th regiment of Light Dragoons, quartered in this city, who was discovered drowned in  the Lock of the Berkeley canal; the jury returned a verdict of – Accidental Death.
Apr 4.  Long report re shooting at Hotwells, JOHN POVEY.

Apr 18.  On Monday died, by the breaking of a blood vessel, at Pyrton, near Berkeley, Mr MERRITT, an eminent farmer of that place.

   On Monday last an Inquest was held by Mr Trigg, on view of the body of DANIEL YOUNG, found dead on the Bath road.  It appearing that he had been drinking gin to excess, the Jury returned a verdict - Sudden death by intoxication.

   The following inquests have been taken by Mr Joyner: On Wednesday, on the body of  ELIZABETH BARTON, of Brinkworth, in the parish of Thornbury, who poisoned herself by taking arsenic mixed in beer.  Verdict, Lunacy.   On Saturday, on the body of Mr SAMUEL SILMAN, of Charfield, near Wotton Underedge, who was scalded to death by falling into a tub of boiling wort.  Verdict, Accidental Death.   And on Monday, on the body of Mr JOSEPH STINCHCOMBE, of Upton, in the parish of Hawkesbury, who hanged himself.  Verdict, Felo de se.

Gloucester Herald, Apr 30.

As THOMAS PETERSON, Esq.of Mangotsfield, in this county, was returning home, on Tuesday last, from Weston, near Bath, he was unhappily thrown from his horse, at Stoutshill, and killed on the spot.

May 2.  On Tuesday se’nnight died, THOMAS PETERSON, Esq. of Mangotsfield (late of Weston, near Bath) in consequence of a fall from his horse a few days before.

Gloucester Herald, May 7.

On Monday last an inquest was held by Mr Joyner, Coroner, on the body of a boy who had unfortunately been lacerated and killed by some part of the clothing machinery belonging to Samuel and Osborne Yeats, Esqrs., of Monk’s Mill, near Wotton under edge, in this county. 

May 9.  An Inquest was held on Monday last, by Mr Joyner, Coroner, on view of the body of a boy who was unfortunately killed, in consequence of getting entangled in the machinery at Monk’s Mill, near Wotton Underedge, in this county.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

May 23.  The following inquests have been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, viz. on view of the body of WILLIAM BUCK, of the Thrupp, who, as he was returning home from Stroud, fell into the Thames and Severn Canal, and was drowned; and on view of the body of ANN CLUTTERBUCK, a child about two years old, who fell into a millstream, and was drowned.  Verdict in both cases, Accidental Death.

May 30.  On Monday last THOMAS HUNT was committed to Oxford Gaol, charged on the Coroner’s Inquest with the murder of RICHARD BAYLIS, at Little Rissington, in that county.

Jun 6.  On Wednesday last an Inquest was held by Mr Joyner, one of the Coroner’s for this county, on view of the body of ROBT FORD, late of Wickwar, mason; who, in endeavouring to take down an old decayed farm house, at Cromhall Abbotts, the ruins gave way, and falling upon him, was killed on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   A melancholy accident happened on Wednesday last, at Purton Pill, in the parish of Lidney, in this county.  DANIEL WILES,  late of Coleford, caroenter, a lunatic, going to wash himself in the river Severn, at the entrance or mouth of the Pill, the shore being very steep, soon got out of his depth.  A person of the name of BARRETT, standing on the shore, and seeing his eminent danger, instantly leaped into the river with intent to save him; when WILES, by catching hold of BARRETT’s clothes, so entangled him as not to be able to extricate himself therefrom, and after many violent struggles they both sunk and were unfortunately drowned.  It is remarkable, that BARRETT has had two brothers and a cousin drowned within a few years past.

Jun 20.  The following melancholy accident happened  on Sunday last.  Four young men, from Tewkesbury, (three of them brothers;) went out to spend the day at a short distance from thence, when a person brought a gun into the room where they had assembled, for the purpose of shooting at a hawk out of the window, which by some accident went off, and shot three of the four young men, one of them dangerously in the arm; and, notwithstanding surgical assistance was peocured 

instantly, we are sorry to add, that a mortification soon after took place, which proved fatal; the others were not so materially injured, and are recovering from their wounds.

Jun 27.  And, on Saturday, WILLIAM BAXTER was committed, By Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, charged with killing and slaying ELIZABETH GIBBONS, of the parish of Eastleach Turville.

Jul 4.  On Saturday last a detainer was lodged against MARY HOOPER, some time since committed to our county gaol for burglary.  The second charge exhibited against her, is for the wilful murder of ELIZABETH MANSELL, (a child) under circumstances of peculiar atrocity.

Yesterday se’nnight a poor woman of the parish of Maisemore, in this county, unfortunately fell with a child in her arms; when the Infant received so much injury on the head as to survive the accident but a short period.

   On Saturday se’nnight the following melancholy accident happened at Monmouth.  As Mr SHELLUM, master of a vessel in the service of Mr Alderman HUGHES, of that town, was pushing off, with his foot, a barge which lay alongside his own, he slipped and fell into the river; when the vessels again coming in contact with some violence, he was instantly crushed to death.  By this unfortunate circumstance, a wife and five children are deprived of a husband and father, from whose labour they derived their sole support.

Jul 18.  On Monday last a chimney-sweeper, of the name of MASTERS, was drowned whilst bathing in the river Severn, near this city.  He was an expert swimmer; but in attempting to gain the shore with his son on his back! (a youth about eight years of age,) he sunk to the bottom, and remained so long under water, that every effort to restore animation proved ineffectual.  The child was happily saved.

Jul 25.  Oxford Assizes.  THOS HUNT, charged with the murder of RICHARD BAYLIS, of Little Bourton, was found guilty of manslaughter, and was fined 6 s. 8 d. and discharged; ...

   On Monday last the following inquests were taken by Mr Joyner, at Uley, near Dursley, in this county: on the body of Mrs PATIENCE SHURING, who died in consequence of a fall from a flight of steps; and on the body of CHARLES FORD, drowned whilst bathing in a pond belonging to Mr JACKSON.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

Aug 1.  Gloucester Assizes:  MARY HOOPER, for stealing money at Hasfield ... sentenced to transportation for seven years.  The latter prisoner was previously tried for the murder of ELIZABETH MANSELL, and acquitted.

Aug 8.  On Friday last, THOMAS POWELL, a poor labourer, whilst mowing barley in a field in the parish of Bridstow, near Ross, had his leg nnearly cut off by the accidental stroke a his follower’s scythe, and died shortly afterwards from the loss of blood - unfortunately leaving a widow and large family destitute of support.

Aug 29.  DIED.  In the 20th year of his age, BENJAMIN ANDREWS, son of Mr ANDREWS, blacksmith, of Ross.  His death was occasioned by going into the river to bathe, when in a state of perspiration.    

Gloucester Herald, Sep 3.

On Saturday night died, Mrs SPILMAN, of this city.  The lady had the misfortune, a few days ago, to be thrown from the horse, while riding out for her health, and was dragged by the stirrup for a considerable way: to the bruises she then received her death is unhappily attributable.

Sep 5.  Yesterday se’nnight died, Mrs SPILMAN, wife of Mr SPILMAN, of Barton Street, in this city.  Her deah was occasioned by a fall from her horse a few days before, when she was dragged a consdierable way, and received so much injury as to baffle every effort for her recovery.

Gloucester Herald, Sep 10.

We have received the melancholy information, that on Thursday as Mr HENRY COLLINS, of  Ingatestone, near Ross, was shooting, he was, by the accidental discharge of his gun, killed on the spot.  -  And, on the same day, WILLIAM JENKINS, of Ross, left his friends in a fir of mental derangement, and hanged himself in a hovel near the town.

Mrs Read, who was tried at Gloucester, in 1795,  for poisoning her husband, we have heard, died lately at Southampton, after acknowledging her guilt in that and another transaction of equal atrocity.  No language can describe the severity of her feelings: and her contrition bordered even on despair.  [Not found]

Sep 12.  On Friday last, an inquest was held, by Mr Trigg, Coroner, on view of the body of Mr JOHN ALLAWAY, a respectable farmer, of South Cerney, whose death was occasioned by a fall from his horse, at Waltimore, near Cirencester.  He was taken up senseless, and lived but a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Gloucester Herald, Sep 17.

An inquest was last week held by Mr Trigg, Coroner, on view of the body of Mr JOHN ALLAWAY, a respectable farmer, of South Cerney, whose death was occasioned by a fall from his horse, at Waltimore, near Cirencester.  He was taken up senseless, and livede but a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  On Saturday last his remains were interred at South Cerney Church, in this county, with military honours, he being one of the Volunteer Infantry.

   On Wednesday last, as J HIGGINS, a private in the Army of Reserve, was washing his legs in the river Severn, near this city, he slipped into the water, and being unable to swim, was unfrortunately drowned before assistance could be afforded him.

Sep 19.  A soldier in the Army of Reserve, of the name of HIGGINS, was on Wednesday last drowned in the river Severn, near this city.  He had been washing his feet, and slipped from the bank into such deep water, that he could not extricate himself.

Sep 16.  Friday se’nnight Mr Trigg, one of the coroners for this county, held an inquest at Minchinhampton , on the body of SAMUEL GRAINGE, who was killed by the kick of a horse; verdict accordingly.  And also on Monday, at the same place, upon the body of MARY HARDING, an infant, about four months old.  It appeared, that the child being disordered, her mother had sent a person to buy some Tincture Of Rhubarb; but the messenger mistaking the name, asked for Godfrey’s Cordial, under which title a deleterious preparation from Laudanum was sold, and administered by the unsuspecting mother.  The consequence was that the child died in a few hours.  After minute investigation the Jury returned a Verdict, Died by the injudicious preparation of a medicine administered for the benefit of the child.

Oct 10.  On Friday last, the body of Mr TAYLOR, formerly of the Crown public house, on Corse Lawn, was found in the River Severn, near the Westgate bridge, at this city.  He had been missing since the preceding Monday.

Oct 24.  Inquests have lately been taken by Mr Joyner, coroner, of Berkeley, on view of the bodies of the following persons, viz. Mr GEORGE KEAR, who was killed in consequence of falling into a coalpit at Bream, in the partish of Newland; THOMAS NOWELL, an infant, whose death was occasioned by his cloaths taking fire, at Halling Common, near Henbury; and CHARLES TRUCK, chaisedriver, belonging to the New Passage House, who, from intoxication, fell into the river Severn, and was drowned.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

Nov 21.  DIED.  At his father’s house, North street, Bristol, at the age of 6 years, RICHARD HINGSTON, whose death was occasioned by swallowing a brass nail, which, by entering his windpipe, brought on suffocation.

Dec 26.  The following inquests have lately been taken by D Willey, Esq. Coroner, of this city: On view of the body of Mr JOHN DAVIS, of Leckhampton, who, as he was returning home from Cheltenham market, missed his way, and falling into a pool at the roadside, was drowned; on the body of R HUTCHINGS, coachman to the Rev F TRACEY TAVEL, who, when driving his master’s chariot from Broadway to Stanway, fell from the box, and the chariot wheel passing over him, he was killed on the spot; and on the body of Mr ROBERT CROOK, a respectable farmer, of Taynton, who, returning home from Gloucester market, on Saturday se’nnight, fell into a pool at Over, and was drowned.  Verdict in each instance - Accidental Death. 

Gloucester Herald, Dec 31.

On Saturday last, a melancholy accident happened at Maisemore. As two boys, JOSEPH WILLIAMS and WILLIAM COOK, were riding on a horse, to direct two persons along Maisemore 

causeway (the water being very much out), by the violence of a sudden gust of wind, the horse was blown off the causeway into the adjoining ditch, where they were unfortunately drowned.  Mr STEPHEN’s passing boat was blown into the hedge, on the other side of the causeway, so that he could give them no assistance; otherwise, in all probability, they might have been saved.  On Monday an inquest was held on their bodies, by D Wiley, Esq. – Verdict, Accidental Death.

   We are grieved to add to the melancholy list of similar accidents, the death of a beautiful and amiable daughter (aged about five years) of the late Mr JONES, cork cutter, of this city, on Tuesday last, in  consequence of her clothes taking fire; and before the flames could be extinguished, she was so dreadfully burnt, as to baffle all Surgical skill.  The little sufferer lingered a few hours, and then expired.

