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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1779


1779

Mar 8.  Assizes; for trial: a woman for the murder of her bastard child.

Mar 22.  On Monday last Mr THOMAS BLUNT, Surgeon, of Mitchel-Dean, was unanimously elected one of the Coroners of this county, in the room of Mr STEEL, of Coleford, deceased.

Jun 21.  On Monday evening last a very melancholy accident happened at Twinning, near Tewkesbury, in this county.  GEORGE MAXWELL, Esq. having been requested by some of his children to shoot some small birds for a hawk which they had in the garden, was loading his gun in his courtyard, and as he was ramming down the shot, by some accident the piece went off, and lodged the whole charge in his face, and killed him on the spot.  The distress of his family is not to be described.

Aug 16.  At our Assizes last week CATHARINE JENKINS was convicted of the murder of her neice, a little child, which was left to her care by her brother, who is gone to sea.  She was executed on Thursday, and appeared very penitent.

Aug 23.  On Monday last an inquisition was taken before Neast Havard, Gent. his Majesty’s Coroner of the borough of Tewkesbury, on the body of Mr THOMAS PRITCHARD, who was accidentally drowned as he was bathing in Severn, within the jurisdiction of that borough.

Sep 27.  On Tuesday last an inquisition  was taken at Coleford., before Thomas Blunt, Gent. one of his Majesty’s Coroners for this county, on view of the body of MARY ROSSER, who was killed by the kick of a horse.  The jury brought in their verdict,  accidental death.

   And on Wednesday last an inquisition was taken before the same Coroner, at Brims Pill, on view of the body of JOHN WILLIAMS, who was unfortunately drowned in attempting to cross the river Severn.  The jury brought in their verdict accidental death.

Nov 22.  Brsitol, Nov 20.  Tuesday evening, a melancholy accident befell Mrs Oakley, an elderly gentlewoman, at the bottom of Montague street, St James’s.  She is supposed to have fallen asleep, whilst setting very near the fire, which caught her clothes, and she was so terribly burnt before anyone came to her assistance,  that it was out of the power of the several medical gentlemen called in, to relieve her.  She languished till Thursday afternoon, when she expired.

