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TBR B10 Bundle 2 (3 documents).

Inquisition 28 March 1789; Henry Fowke, Gent. Coroner.
William Long, late of Forthampton, Labourer.

That the said William Long on the Twenty-Seventh day of March in the Year aforesaid being on Board a certain Boat or Vessel laden with Flour and other Goods in the River Severn in the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid and then and there steering the same whilst another person was halling or drawing the said Boat or Vessel on the Bank of the said River by a Line or Rope fastened to a master pole standing upright therein, it so happened that the said Line or Rope took hold of a Hedge or Willow Stem growing or being on the Bank of the said River, whereby the said Boat or Vessel was suddenly stopped in its progress and drawn so much aside that the water of the said River entered the same and the said Boat or Vessel then and there sunk and foundered whereof the said William Long in the waters of the said River was then and there suffocated and drowned – of which said suffocation and Drowning, he the said William Long then and there died.  And so the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath aforesaid do say that the said William Long in manner and by the means aforesaid accidentally casually and by misfortune came to his Death and not otherwise.

Evidence of George Baylis, of Forthampton, Labourer.

“That yesterday being the Twenty-Seventh day of this present March About Four o Clock in the Afternoon he assisted the Deceased in loading a Boat with Flour and peas at or near a place called the Distillery adjoining the River Severn in the parish of Bushley in the County of Worcester which were intended to be conveyed in the said Boat down the said River to a certain Ferry called the Lower Load Ferry.  Saith that in the said Boat was placed a Mast or pole, to which was fastened a Line or Rope by which this Informant was to hale the Boat whilst the Deceased remained therein to steer it – saith that when they came near the Upper Load Ferry the Line by which this Informant haled or drew the Boat happened to take hold of a Hedge or Willow Stem growing on the Bank of the said River, by which means the Boat was drawn so much aside that it was over-set and the Deceased fell or leaped into the River – And further saith that immediately on perceiving the Deceased in the Water he called to Mr John Brown who keeps the said Upper Load Ferry for Assistance who came with his Man, but before they arrived the Deceased had sunk.

Coroner’s Warrant 28.3.1789 for Jurors to meet at the dwelling house of John Brown, Innholder, of Tewkesbury.

List of Jurors:

            Thomas Ashmead               Hatter

            James Kingsbury                 Shopkeeper

            William Morgan                  Shopkeeper

            Thomas Lewis                    Victualler

            William Bennett                  Fisherman

            John Amphlet                     Shopkeeper

            William Merry                   Victualler

            Richard Heath                     Cordwainer

            Richard Williams                Glazier

            Josh Wood                          Sadler

  John Warner the Younger   Victualler

            Peter Oakley                       Shopkeeper

            John Charlwood                  Brazier

            Nicholas Player                   Cooper

            John Ancill                          Baker

            Thomas Nicholls                 Carpenter

            John Harris                           Baker
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Inquisition 9 July 1783, Neast Havard, Gent. Coroner.

Edward Evans, Infant, 4.

That the said Edward Evans on the said Ninth day of July in the year aforesaid was found drowned and suffocated in the water called the Mill Pit near a certain Corn Mill lying and being on the river Avon in the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid in the County aforesaid and that not having any Marks of Violence on his Body the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath aforesaid do say That the said Edward Evans came to his Death accidentally casually and by Misfortune and not otherwise. 

Evidence of William Tomkins of Tewkesbury, Stocking-frame-work-knitter being sworn and examined on the Day Year and at the Place first above written upon his Oath saith that he was informed last night by Edward Evans of Tewkesbury aforesaid Labourer Father of the Deceased that the Deceased had been Missing since Ten o’Clock Yesterday Morning and that he had made diligent search after the said Deceased his son but could not find him – saith that he this Informant understanding this Morning that the Deceased was not found or heard of, and suspecting that he might have fallen into the water, he went in his Boat to a piece of Water called the Mill Pit near certan Water Corn Mills lying on the River Avon within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid (near which Place the Father of the Deceased resided) and searched with a Lug for the Deceased – and after searching a few Minutes he this Informant drew up the Body of the Deceased then dead out of the said Water called the Mill Pit and saith that no Marks of Violence appeared on the Body of the Deceased to this Informant’s Observation.

Evidence of Edward Evans of Tewkesbury, Labourer; Father of the Deceased.

That the Deceased breakfasted at this Informant’s House between Nine and Ten o Clock yesterday morning – That the Deceased then went out of the House but did not return to Dinner which rather alarmed this Informant who having occasion to go from home on his Business Yesterday afternoon his Wife in the meantime made diligent Search and Inquiry after the Deceased, but to no purpose as She informed him on his return about Ten o Clock last night – saith that on this Informant’s Return and finding the Deceased still absent he endeavoured as much as possible to obtain some Information concerning him – but this Informant’ could not find or hear any Thing of the Deceased ‘till this Morning, when William Tomkins of Tewkesbury aforesaid stocking-frame work-knitter drew up the Body of the Deceased then dead with a Lug out of the water called the Mill Pit within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid – saith that the deceased was about Four Years of Age, and that no marks of violence appeared on his Body.

Coroner’s Warrant 9 July 1783 for Jurors to meet at the Tolsey; Jurors:

                       Thomas Hudson                  Brazier

           Out      Thomas Ashmead               Hatter

            20s      John Gilkes                         Glasier

                       Henry Collett                      Barber

                       William Heath                    Cordwainer

                       William Carter                    Innholder

                       William Dodd                     Cooper

                        John Woollams                  Taylor

         Out        Richard Williams               Glasier

                       William Banaster                Sadler

                       Thomas Smith                    Cordwainer

                       Richard Prew                     Clockmaker

         Out        John Warner                       Breechesmaker

                       Thomas Williams               Currier

         Out        Terence Jenkins                  Currier

         20s         George Dumble                  Baker

                        John Martin                        Grocer         deleted

                       Charles Tyler                      Grocer                  
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TBR2  Inquisition 26 October 1784 Man Unknown. Neast Havard, Gent. Coroner.

That the said Man unknown on the Twenty sixth day of October in the Year aforesaid at the Mythe in the parish of Tewkesbury within the Borough aforesaid in the County aforesaid was found lying dead on his side at a certain Lime Kiln then and there burning And that the said Man unknown had no Marks of Violence appearing on his Body And the Jurors aforesaid say at appearing to them that the said Man unknown having laid himself down to sleep on the side of the said Lime Kiln it so happened that accidentally casually and by Misfortune, to the said Man unknown by the Smoak and Sulphurous Smell arising from the Fire in the said Lime Kiln was then and there choaked suffocated and stifled of which Choaking Suffocation and Stifling the said Man unknown then and there died.

Evidence of Samuel Fryzer of Tewkesbury, Bricklayer.

That this Morning about Eight o Clock this Informant went to a Brick work belonging to him situate at the Mythe in the parish of Tewkesbury within the Borough aforesaid and when this Informant came there he saw a Man unknown to this Informant lying upon a Board on the side of a Lime Kiln at the Mythe aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid which was burning – and on this Informant going to him, he found the said Man to be dead And this Informant apprehends and believes that the said Deceased having been fatigued by travelling had laid down on the said Lime Kiln and was suffocated by the Sulphurous Effluvia arising therefrom – and not otherwise.

Evidence of James Spilsbury of Tewkesbury, Surgeon.

That this Morning he was sent for to examine the Body of a Man unknown to this Informant lying dead at the Mythe in the parish of Tewkesbury within the Borough aforesaid and who as this Deponent was informed was this Morning found dead on the side of the Lime Kiln at the Mythe aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid belonging to Mr Samuel Fryzer, which was burning.  And on this Deponent examining the Body he found the same nearly in a State of Putrefaction And this Informant further saith that he apprehends and believes that the Death of the Deceased was occasioned by the Smoke and Sulphurious Smell arising from the said Lime Kiln and not otherwise.

Coroner’s Warrant 26 October 1784.  Dwelling House of Mary Guy, widow, known by the Name or Sign of the Wool Pack.

Jurors:

App      Thomas Hudson           Brasier

App       Thomas Ashmead          Hatter

app        Richard Edgecombe       Carpenter

app        William Heath                Cordwainer         

                        Samuel Johns                 Brewer         

app        George Vernon               Distiller 

                        John Mann                      Fisherman

app        John Frost                       Heelcutter

                       William Care                  Baker 

                       William Bennett             Fisherman

                       Edward Allard                Gardener

                       Benjamin Mann              Barber

                       George Dumble               Baker

   app      Jos Chambers                  Maltster

                         John Jacksons                 Shopkeeper

   app      Richard Heath                 Cordwainer

             app      Charles Banaster             Sadler

             Lame   William Dodd                 Cooper

            app       Samuel Wilkins              Maltster

            app       William Merrett Hartlebury    Grocer

                         John Sealey                     Malster

            app       John Dick                        Mercer

            app       John Probert Price           Draper    

            app       William Barnard              Maltster
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TBR(2) Inquisition 30 September 1785, Charles Tyler of Tewkesbury, Grocer, a Lunatic.  Neast Havard. Gent. Coroner.

That the said Charles Tyler not being of sound Mind Memory and Understanding but Lunatic and distracted on the Twenty Ninth day of September in the year aforesaid at the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid in the County aforesaid, a certain Gun charged with Gunpowder and leaden Shot which he the said Charles Tyler then and there had and held in his Hand to and against the Head of him the said Charles Tyler, did then and there shoot off and discharge, by means whereof the said Charles Tyler did then and there give unto himself with the Leaden Shot aforesaid so discharged and shot out of the Gun aforesaid by force of the Gunpowder aforesaid in and upon the Head of the said Charles Tyler,. One Mortal Wound of the Breadth or Circumference of two Inches and of the Depth of Three Inches, of which said Mortal Wound, he the said Charles Tyler then and there instantly died.  And so the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath aforesaid do say that the said Charles Tyler not being of sound Mind Memory and Understanding but Lunatic and distracted, in manner and by the means aforesaid did kill himself.

Evidence of Omwell Lloyd of Tewkesbury, Mercer.

That he well knew the Deceased Charles Tyler and that for the Space of a Month last part, he hath observed the Deceased to be so much altered in his Behaviour, greatly dejected, and to have a Melancholy Look, which induced this Informant to believe that the said Deceased’s Mind was much affected and disturbed (by some unfortunate circumstance – deleted) and that he this Informant hath several times noticed the same to this Informant’s Family.

Evidence of Andrew Woollams of Tewkesbury, Haberdasher.

That he well knew the Deceased, and for the Space of a Month last past he hath observed the Deceased to be extremely dejected and depressed in his Mind and to have a settled Melancholy on his Countenance. – That Yesterday being the Twenty Ninth day of this present September between Ten and Eleven o Clock in the Morning the Deceased’s Servant Girl, Comfort Mason, ran into this Informant’s Shop and desired him to go into her Master’s House for that something was the Matter in their Warehouse.  That this Informant went accordingly and when he entered the said Deceased’s Warehouse, he observed Smoke therein and the smell of Gunpowder.  That on looking about the Warehouse he found the Deceased in a bending Position with his Head upon or near the Ground.  That he immediately catched the Deceased in his Arms and on raising him up found that his Head was very Bloody and the Deceased appeared to this Informant to be quite dead.  And this Informant further saith that he observed a Gun lying on a Level between two Casks in the said Warehouse, which pointed towards the Deceased and with which this Informant believes the said Deceased had shot himself, being incited thereto by a troubled depressed and distracted Mind.

Evidence of Comfort Mason of Tewkesbury, Servant to the Deceased, Spinster.

That the Deceased hath for some time past been in a very low State and that he hath laid in bed ‘till Ten or Eleven o Clock in the Morning during the last Fortnight and the Day before his Death he complained that he was not well – That between Ten and Eleven o Clock Yesterday Morning, She was washing in the Brewhouse adjoining the Deceased’s Warehouse in Tewkesbury aforesaid with Mary Roberts another Servant of the Deceased, when she heard a Noise in the Warehouse and thought one of the Hogsheads of Cider therein had burst.  That upon hearing the Noise this Informant went into the Warehouse with the said Mary Roberts, and observed Smoke and the smell of Gunpowder, and saw a Man whom she believed to be her Master kneeling on the Floor with his Head against one of the Casks.  – That she heard something running like a Liquid on the Floor which she then apprehended to be the Liquid out of one of the Casks, and that the Deceased was endeavouring to stop it – and on that Supposition ran and called Mr Andrew Woollams and desired him to go into the Warehouse – saith that what she heard running in the Warehouse she now believes to have been the Blood of the Deceased.

Evidence of William Dillon of Tewkesbury, Surgeon.

That Yesterday Morning about Eleven o Clock he was called to the Deceased and found him on the Ground in a back place adjoining his Warehouse, and on Examination this Informant discovered a Wound on the Side of the left Eye of the deceased, about Two inches in Breadth or Circumference and of about Three Inches in Depth which penetrated the Head of the Deceased and was evidently made by the Body of the Charge of a Gun which was Lodged therein, and was the immediate Cause of the Death of the Deceased.  And this Informant believes that the Gun was loaded with Shot.

Evidence of John Tovey of Tewkesbury, Labourer.

That Yesterday Morning he was employed to clean away the Blood in the Deceased’s Warehouse in doing which he found lying near the Blood a Gun Stick which appeared to belong to a Gun then lying on some Hogsheads in the said Warehouse and with which this Informant understood the said Deceased had then lately shot himself.

Coroner’s Warrant, at the Tolsey.  Jurors:

           App Thomas Brown            Mercer

                     App Thomas Hudson           Brasier

                     App  Thomas Ashmead        Hatter  deleted

                     App  John Ludgrove             Innholder

                     Out   John Frost                     Heelcutter deleted

           App  George Vernon             Distiller

                     App  William Heath              Cordwainer

                     App  George Dumble            Baker

                              Samuel Wilkins            Maltster    deleted

                     App  Richard Heath              Cordwainer

                     App  John Woollams             Taylor

                     App  John Dick                      Linen draper

                     App  Wm Merrett Hartlebury Grocer     1st sworn

                     App   Richard Williams          Glasier

                              William Banaster          Sadler      deleted Excused

                     App   Samuel Tomkins          Maltster    deleted Excused

                     App   Samuel Hanley             Glover      Excused deleted app

                               John Ancell                  Baker        Excused deleted

                               John Martin                  Grocer      Excused deleted 
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TBR(2) 13 June 1785 George Taylor of Tewkesbury, Baker.  Neast Havard, Gent. Coroner.

That the said George Taylor on the Twelfth day of June in the Year aforesaid going into the River Severn within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid, there to bathe himself, it so happened that accidentally casually and by Misfortune, he the said George Taylor was in the waters of the said River then and there suffocated and drowned, of which said Suffocation and Drowning, he the said George Taylor then and there instantly died.  And so the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath aforesaid so say that the said George Taylor in manner and by the means aforesaid accidentally casually and by Misfortune came to his Death and not otherwise.

Evidence of John Careless of Tewkesbury, Baker.

That yesterday being Sunday the Twelfth day of this present June between Seven and Eight o’Clock in the Morning the deceased and this Informant having an Inclination to bath went into the River Severn at a place called the Wier Walls within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid – That the deceased not being capable of swimming did not at first venture far into the Water but walked in about the Depth of his Waist and returned to the Shore once or twice.  That this Informant having swum across the Severn to the opposite Shore, the Deceased called to this Informant and told him, he was got in and could not get One Way nor other.  That on this Informant’s looking at the Deceased in Consequence of his calling to him he found that he was in the Water up to his Shoulders on which this Informant desired him to go back to the Shore but the Deceased answered that he could not but that he should be drowned.  That this Informant immediately swam to him and gave him his Hand and endeavoured to bring him to the Shore but finding himself incapable to support the Weight of the Deceased and at the same time to keep himself above water, he was obliged for his own Safety and preservation, to force his Hand from the Deceased which he had great Difficulty to do, not being able to extricate himself from the Deceased ‘till he had thrice pulled this Informant under water – That the Deceased was immediately afterwards carried by the Stream within about Five Yards of the Shore when he sunk and was there suffocated and drowned, this Informant being unable to give him any further Assistance and being himself so much weakened that he could scarcely stand when he reached the Shore.

Coroner’s Warrant 13 June at the Tolsey.   Jurors:

           App  John Barnes               Hosier

           App  Thomas Brown          Mercer

           App  John Ludgrove           Innholder

           App  James Bubb                Cordwainer

           App  William Banaster       Sadler

                    Richard Prew             Watchmaker       deleted

           App  Andrew Woollams     Haberdasher

                    John Martin                Grocer                fined

           App  Samuel Wilkins          Maltster

                    Charles Tyler              Grocer               fined

                    Thomas Andrews       Weaver              deleted

                    Samuel Hanley           Glover               fined

           App  Richard Rayer            Baker

           App  Samuel Ricketts         Innholder

           App  Benjamin Mann         Barber               deleted

           App  George Dumble         Baker

                    Thomas Rudge           Tanner              fined

                    John Warner               Breechesmaker fined

           App  John Ancill                 Baker

           App  Samuel Rickards         Shopkeeper      
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TBR(2) 8 December 1786 James Malvern late of Stourport, Worcestershire, Waterman.  Neast Havard, Gent. Coroner.

That the said James Malvern came [to his Death – deleted] on the Seventh day of December in the Year aforesaid in endeavouring to fasten or moor a certain Barge or Vessel sailing down the River Severn near a place called Avon Mouth within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid accidentally fell into a certain River called Avon in the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid and in the Waters of the said River was then and there suffocated and drowned of which said Suffocating and drowning he the said James Malvern then and there died And the Jurors upon their Oath do say that the said James Malvern in manner and by the means aforesaid accidentally casually and by Misfortune came to his Death and not otherwise.

Evidence of Thomas Jones of Bridgnorth, Shropshire, Waterman.

That the Deceased was Master of a Coal Barge or Vessel belonging to Messrs Pratt & Co. of Worcester which was navigating from Stourport – and saith that Yesterday being the Seventh day of the present December, the said Vessel sailing down the River Severn and coming near to a certain Place called Avon Mouth within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid, he the said Deceased leaped out of the Vessel on the Shore with a Line and Catcher which is intended for stopping or mooring a Vessel in order to bring the said Vessel into the River Avon which leads to Tewkesbury Key and saith that the Deceased walked along the Bank of the said River Severn with the said catcher ‘till he came to the said River Avon and then the said Deceased endeavoured to fix the said catcher in the Ground and in about Two Minutes afterwards this Informant saw the Deceased in the Water whereupon this Informant leaped out of the said Vessel which had then passed Avon Mouth and swam to the Bank of Tewkesbury Severn Ham and immediately ran to the assistance of the Deceased whom he could then perceive in the said River Avon, struggling on the Top of the Water, whereupon this Informant leaped into the said River and endeavoured to save the Deceased, but the Deceased laying hold of this Informant’s Arm, prevented his affording him any assistance and this Informant for his own Safety was obliged to disengage himself from the Deceased.  And saith that on this Informant’s quitting the Deceased he immediately sunk and this Informant believes that the said Deceased fell into the said River in endeavouring to prevent the said Catcher from going into the River, as this Informant afterwards found that the said Catcher did not fasten in the Ground.

Evidence of Thomas Mann, of Tewkesbury, Fisherman.

That being informed last Night that a Man had fallen into the River Avon Mouth this Informant went thereto and endeavoured with a Drag to take up the Body without Effect – but this Informant made another Attempt this Morning with a Lug and drew up the Body of a Man, out of the River Avon near Avon Mouth within the parish and Borough aforesaid And further saith that he hath been informed that the Name of the said Man was James Malvern and that he lately lived at Stourport in the County of Worcester. 
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TBR(2) 27 June 1786  William Broadwell, late of Bushley, Worcester, Labourer.  Neast Havard, Gent. Coroner.

That the said William Broadwell on the twenty sixth day of June in the Year aforesaid being on Board a certain Boat or Vessel laden with Bricks in the River Severn in the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid and then and there navigating the same and endeavouring to turn the Head or Side of the said Boat or Vessel against the current of the said River it so happened that the Water of the said River entered the said Boat or Vessel whereby the same then and there sunk and foundered – by reason whereof the said William Broadwell in the waters of the said River was then and there suffocated and drowned of which said Suffocation and drowning he the said William Broadwell then and there died.  And the Jurors upon their Oath aforesaid do say that the said William Broadwell in manner and by the means aforesaid accidentally casually and by Misfortune came to his Death and not otherwise.

Evidence of William Martin of Tewkesbury, Labourer.

That Yesterday Morning being the Twenty Sixth day of this present June he assisted the Deceased in loading a Boat with Bricks at a place called the Elms in the parish of Bushley in the county of Worcester which were intended to be conveyed down the River Severn to the Lower Load Ferry – Saith that the said Boat was deeply laden in so much that when the Deceased set off with it in order to proceed along the River this Informant refused to go in it from an apprehension that it would sink – That when the Deceased had proceeded with the Boat about a Quarter of a Mile, he told this Informant there was no more Danger in the Boat than there was on the Land whereupon this Informant went into the Boat – Saith that the said Boat sailed down the River on the side next to Bushley ‘till they came near the Distillery when the Deceased said he would cross over as the wind was not so troublesome on the opposite side.  That the Deceased did accordingly attempt to cross the River but in doing so the Water entered the Boat and it sunk about the Middle of the River.  Saith that the end of the Boat at which the Deceased was standing sunk first and this Informant leaped into the River and kept himself up ‘till Two Boys who were in a Boat near the place held out a Staff to this Informant whereby he was saved but he did not see any Thing of the Deceased after the Boat sunk.

Evidence of William Bennett of Tewkesbury, Fisherman.

That hearing Yesterday that a Man was drowned in the River Severn near theDistillery by the sinking of a Boat, he this Informant procured a Lug and endeavoured to find the Body and after sounding a few Minutes he drew up the Body of the Deceased of the River within the parish and Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid, whereon there did not appear to this Informant any Marks of Violence.

Evidence of William Ricketts of Tewkesbury, Surgeon.

That Yesterday he was sent for to the Deceased, whose Body this Informant examined whereon this Informant did not perceive any Marks of Violence but he found the Deceased quite dead – by means of Drowning and Suffocation.

Coroner’s Warrant at the Tolsey, 26th June.  Jurors:

App           Thomas Brown        Mercer         sworn

App           Thomas Hudson       Brasier         sworn

App           John Ludgrove         Innholder     sworn

App           William Heath         Cordwainer  sworn

App           Henry Welling         Bargemaster sworn 

                            John Frost                Heelcutter     excused

                            James Bubb              Cordwainer   excused

                            George Dumble        Baker            excused

        App           John Jackson            Shopkeeper   sworn

App           William Dodd          Cooper          sworn

App           John Amphlett          Shopkeeper   sworn

App           Samuel Wilkins         Maltster       sworn

App           John Dick                 Linendraper   sworn

App           William Banaster      Sadler            sworn

App           John Probert Price     Linendraper

App           Richard Prew             Watchman  
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TBR(2) 18 November 1786  Henry Edgecombe, Infant aged 6.  Neast Havard, Gent. Coroner.

That the said Henry Edgecombe on the Seventeenth day of November in the Year aforesaid accidentally fell into a Tan Pit in a certain Tan Yard belonging to John Pitt of the said Borough Tanner in the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid in the county aforesaid and in the water contained in the said Tan Pit was then and there suffocated and drowned of which said suffocation and drowning, the said Henry Edgecombe then and there died.  And so the Jurors aforesaid on their Oath aforesaid do say that the said Henry Edgecombe in manner and by means aforesaid accidentally casually and by Misfortune came to his Death and not otherwise.

Evidence of William Cook of Tewkesbury, Tanner.

That on the Seventeenth day of this present November about Six o’Clock in the Evening the Deceased was with these Informants in a House called the Shaving House situate in a Tan Yard belonging to Mr John Pitt within the Borough aforesaid, watching these Informants work.  And say that John Edgecombe a Brother of the Deceased being employed by the said Mr Pitt in the said Tan Yard and having left the said Shaving House to light a person to wash the pavement in the said Yard next the House, and the Deceased thinking it long before his said Brother returned, He the said Deceased sayd he would look after him.  That the Deceased accordingly left the said Shaving House for the purpose of finding his Brother – and in about half an Hour afterwards the Deceased’s Brother returned to the said Shaving House but the Deceased not being with him, these Informants desired him to see if the Deceased was gone home which he accordingly did but not finding him there, these Informants suspected that the Deceased had fallen into One of the Tan Pits, - whereupon these Informants searched for the Deceased with a Light and found him in a Tan Pit in the said Yard in which was Water about Four Feet deep – that they immediately took the Deceased out of the said Tan Pit and he appeared to be quite Dead – And further say that it being very dark and the Tan Pit in which they found the Deceased being so situated as to require the Deceased to make a sharp Turn near it in order to go to his Brother, these Informants believe that the said Deceased accidentally fell into the said Tan Pit and was therein suffocated and drowned.

Coroner’s Warrant, 18 November at the Tolsey.  Jurors:

App      Thomas Brown                            Mercer

App      Thomas Hudson                           Brasier

App      John Ludgrove                             Innholder 

             Samuel Johns                               Brewer

App      Samuel Ricketts                           Innholder

App      Thomas Frost                               Heelcutter

         Thomas Waldron the younger              Victualler

App   James Bubb                                          Cordwainer

         Joseph Chambers                                   Maltster         excused

         John Jackson                                          Shopkeeper    deleted

App   William Dodd                                       Cooper

App   Samuel Wilkins                                     Maltster

          John Dick                                              Linendraper    excused

App   Richard Heath                                       Cordwainer

App   John Probert Price                                 Linendraper

App   Richard Prew                                         Watchman

          Joseph Wood                                          Sadler

          John Warner the younger                       Victualler

App   Samuel Richards                                    Shopkeeper
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TBR(2) 22 February 1787, Thomas Reddall, late of Tewkesbury, Stocking-frame work-knitter.  Henry Fowke, Gent. Coroner.

That the said Thomas Reddall not being of sound Mind Memory and Understanding but Lunatick and distracted on the Seventh day of February in the Year aforesaid at the parish aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid in the County aforesaid, One end of a certain String or Garter into a Rail or Pole in a Hovel situate standing and being in a certain pasture Ground commonly called or known by the Name of the Gaston situate and being in the parish and Borough aforesaid and the other End there of about his own Neck did fix tye and fasten and therewith did then and there hang suffocate and strangle himself, of which said Hanging Suffocation and Strangling he the said Thomas Reddall then and there dyed.  And so the Jurors aforesaid on their Oath aforesaid do sat that the said Thomas Reddall not being of sound Mind Memory and Understanding but lunatic and distracted in manner and by the means aforesaid did kill himself.

Evidence of William Smith of Tewkesbury, Cooper.

On Tuesday the sixth day of this present ffebruary he was in Company with the Deceased at the House of Edward Causon being a public House called the Quartpot about Seven o’Clock in the Evening and continued in his Company there about Three Hours during which time he appeared very restless and uneasy and frequently went out of the House and returned again.  Saith that the Deceased asked the said Edward Causon if he could sleep at this House but the said Edward Causon telling him it was inconvenient, the Deceased called this Examinant to permit him to sleep with him which this Examinant agreed to and about Eleven o’Clock this Examinant and the Deceased went to this Examinant’s House to bed.  Saith that when they had been in Bed as this Examinant believes about an Hour  …………. Unfinished 5.12.1998 PB
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TBR.   In Inquisition indented taken for our Sovereign Lord the King at Tewkesbury aforesaid within the Borough aforesaid this Tenth day of May in the Ninth Year of the Reign of King George the Third and in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Nine before Neast Havard Gentleman Coroner of the said Borough, on View of the Body of Benjamin Holder of the said Borough Whipthong maker then and there lying dead upon the Oath of John Kingsbury Hosier, Benjamin Fisher Whipthongmaker, Thomas Cox Baker, William Wadley Tanner, Nicholas Player Cooper, John Nind Cordwainer. William Chapman Cordwainer, Thomas Hazle Taylor, William Merry Weaver, Thomas Nicholls Carpenter, John Peace Stocking-frame-work-knitter and John Embury Stocking-frame-work-knitter, good and lawful Men of the Borough aforesaid duly chosen and who being then and there duly sworn and charged to inquire for our said Lord the King when how and by what means the said Benjamin Holder came to his Death DO upon their Oath say That on the Ninth day of this present May the said Benjamin Holder was found drowned and suffocated in the Water called the River Swilgate within the Borough aforesaid And that the said Benjamin Holder having no Marks of Violence upon his Body [deleted line = it appears to us that the said Benjamin Holder was drowned by accident and Misfortune] Therefore We the Jurors aforesaid upon our Oath do say that it appears to us the said Benjamin Holder was drowned and came to his Death accidentally casually and by Misfortune and not otherwise In Witness whereof as well the said Coroner and the said Jurors to this Inquisition have put their Hands and Seals the Day Year and place first above mentioned.

Neast Havard, Coroner.                            Jno Kingsbury

                                                                  Ben. Fisher

Witnesses Sworn                                       Thos. Cox

Samuel Collins                                          Wm Wadley 

John Ricketts                                              Nichs. Player

                                                                    John Nind

                                                                   Wm Chapman 

                                                                    Thos. Hazell

                                                                    Willm. Merry

                                                                     Thomas Nickols

                                                                     John Peace

                                                                     John Embry

Tewkesbury Borough in the County of Gloucester, to wit.  Information of Witnesses taken on Oath at the Dwelling house of Samuel Holder, Whipthongmaker in Tewkesbury within the Borough aforesaid on the Fourth Day of May in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Nine before me Neast Havard Gentn. His Majestys Coroner for the said Borough – touching the Death of Benjamin Holder a Child the Son of the said Samuel Holder then and there lying dead as follow, to wit,

The Information of Samuel Collins of the said Borough Butcher Who saith that Yesterday Morning being the Ninth day of this present May as this Informant was going from Tewkesbury aforesaid to Gupshill in the same parish he was told by Samuel Withington that a Child about Six Years of Age of the said Borough That a Boy was drowned in Swilgate and on this Informant asking him who the Boy was the said Withington sayd Benny Holder.  Whereupon this Informant returned to Tewkesbury aforesaid and informed Samuel Holder of the said Borough Whipthongmaker the father of the said Benjamin Holder the deceased of the ….

The mark of Samuel Collins.X

The Information of John Ricketts of the Borough of Tewkesbury aforesaid Whipthongmaker Who saith that Yesterday being the Ninth Day of this present May in the Morning this Informant hearing that a Child was drowned he went to the Water called the River Swillgate within the said Borough and saw a Hat lying on the Bank and upon looking further saw the said deceased Benjamin Holder in the said Water dead whose Body this Informant took out of the said Water within the Borough aforesaid.  John Ricketts.

All the above Informations were severally taken on Oath and acknowledged the Day Year and place first within mentioned before me.  Neast Havard.  Coroner. 

