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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1759-1761


1759

Feb 6.  Gloucester, Feb 3.  Last Saturday Night MARGARET GRIFFITHS, of Newent, in this county, was brought to our County Gaol, having been found guilty, on the Coroner’s Inquest, of wilfully murdering ELIZABETH TRAP, of the same Place, by giving her a violent Blow on the Head with a Stick, of which she instantly died.

Feb 20.  Gloucester, Feb 17.  On Monday last ANN MORGAN, of Oxnall, was brought to our County Gaol, for the Murder of her Bastard Child.

   And on Wednesday EDITH SAUNDERS was brought to the said Gaol, for murdering JAMES SHORT, of Berkeley, with a Penknife, in so desperate a Manner, that he is since dead; as was likewise WILLIAM ROBINSON, suspected to have been an Accomplice with the said EDITH SAUNDERS.

Mar 27.  Gloucester, Mar 27.  Last Thursday Afternoon a poor Man [THOMAS COATES] , who had been drinking too freely, was driving a Waggon from hence for Cirencester; but at a few Miles distance [Hucclecote] from this City he unhappily fell from the Carriage into the Road, and one of the Wheels going over his Neck, he was instantly crushed to death.

Apr 3.  Long account about poisoning of the HEWER family by  RICHARD HAINES @ HAYNES of Maiseyhampton.

Apr 10.  Gloucester, Apr 9.  MICHAEL HAINES, mentioned in our last Journal to have been committed to Cirencester Bridewell for procuring the Arsenick with which his Son, RICHARD HAINES, poisoned Mr HEWER’s children, was brought to our County Gaol on Saturday; but the Son is not yet retaken.

    List of prisoners for trial: MARGERET GRIFFITHS; ANN MORGAN; EDITH SAUNDERS and WILLIAM ROBINSON for the murder of JAMES SHORT; SUSANNAH ATKINS and ANN OWEN, for the Murder of a Bastard Child.

Apr 17.   EDITH SAUNDERS guilty, to be hanged; Bill found against MICHAEL and RICHARD HAINES.

Apr 24.  Gloucester, Apr 21.  On Monday last EDITH SAUNDERS, convicted at our late Assizes for the Murder of JAMES SHORT, of Berkeley, was executed near this City, and her Body afterwards carried to our Infirmary to be dissected, in Pursuance of her Sentence.  She owned the Commission of the Fact for which she suffered, and seemed very devout and penitent.

May 15.  Gloucester, May 12.  On Wednesday a Man [possibly THOMAS MASON] who was driving a Waggon near Newnham, in this County, unfortunately fell under the Wheels, which going over his Neck instantly crushed him to Death.

Jul 14.  Gloucester, Jul 13.  For trial: GEORGE NORTHCOTT, BENJAMIN FOX, both for murder; MARY COCKS.

Jul 21.  Gloucester, Jul 20.  Our Assizes were concluded on Saturday Evening, when BENJAMIN FOX, who, by his barbarous Treatment to his Daughter, was the Cause of her Death, and GEORGE NORTHCOTT, convicted of murdering his wife between Stroud and Hampton, received the Sentence due to their atrocious Crimes, and are to be hanged this Day Se’nnight, and afterwards dissected.

Jul 25.  Pendock (Wor) Burials.  William Heathe (a child drowned) was buried.

Jul 28.  Gloucester, Jul 27.  BENJAMIN FOX and GEORGE NORTHCOTT mentioned.

1761

Aug 4.  Gloucester, Aug 3.  On Monday last BENJAMIN FOX, for the Murder of his Daughter, and GEORGE NORTHCOTT, for the Murder of a Woman, who passed for his Wife, were executed here agreeable to their Sentence.  Their Bodies were afterwards delivered to Mr PORTER and Mr CHESTON, Two Skilful Surgeons of this City, in order to be dissected.  It is remarkable that tho’ FOX had hung the usual Time when he was brought to the Infirmary he breathed very distinctly, and upon opening a Vain it bled with as much Freedom as if he had been perfectly in Health.

1762

Mar 2.  Gloucester, Mar 1.  80 recruits marched Northleach to Stow; 4 died.

Mar 9.  Gloucester, Mar 8.  SARAH WILLIAMS, SARAH WATTS, and SARAH LODGE, for murdering their Bastard Children.

Mar 16.  SARAH WILLIAMS, SARAH WATTS and SARAH LODGE acquitted.

Apr 12.  On Monday last one of the Light Horsemen quartered here was riding near this city, his Horse took fright, and ran away with him, and a Farmer coming along the Road at that Instant with a Cow and Calf, the Horse ran over him, and struck him with such violence that he immediately expired.

Apr 26.  Gloucester, Apr 26.  On Wednesday last JANE TURNER, of Iron Acton, was committed to our Castle for the Murder of her Bastard Child.

May 31.  Gloucester, May 31.  On Tuesday last Mr THOMAS PORTER, Surgeon, of this City, unfortunately fell from his Horse, in coming down Painswick Hill, and received such a violent Concussion on his Head that he died the next Morning.  His abilities and Experience rendered him very eminent in his Profession.

Jul 26.  REBECCA JONES, for the Murder of EDWARD JONES; JANE TURNER, for the Murder of a Female Bastard Child.

Sep 20.  Last Friday was committed to our Castle by J Moor, Gentleman, Coroner, THOMAS HANKS, of Wick Rissington, in this County, for the Mirder of his Wife [Ann].

