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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1800


1800

Jan 20.  Obituary.  On Sunday evening, the 5th inst. Died suddenly, at Stroud, of a paralytic stroke, WILLIAM ALDRIDGE, Esq.

Mar 3.  Saturday last was committed to Worcester Gaol, FRANCIS HAGUE, charged by the Coroner’s warrant with the wilful murder of JOSHUA PHILPOT.

Mar 10.  On Tuesday afternoon a number of children having made a fire in a pig’s cot that was thatched, and adjoined two dwelling houses at Elbrook, in the parish of Standish, the thatch caught fire, and communicated to the tenements, which were burnt to the ground.  We lament that a child, about three years old, perished in the flames.  As the sufferers were poor people, it is hoped the opulent in the neighbouring parishes will extend to them their benevolent aid.

Mar 17.  Worcester Assizes.  JOHN RICHARD LANE of Redmarley d’Abitot, murder of GOODE.

Mar 31.  The body of SARAH YOUNG, for whose supposed murder, by forcing her into the Severn, her husband was committed to Worcester County Gaol, on the 16th of last month, has been taken out of the river near the Lower Load, in the neighbourhood of Tewkesbury, in this county.  The hands of the unfortunate woman were tied to her side, and a bag drawn over her head and part of her body.   She was far advanced in pregnancy.

Apr 14.  An inquest was taken on Saturday last before William Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, on the body of THOMAS LUDLOW, late apprentice to JOHN NEALE, weaver, of Horsley, who is strongly suspected of having murdered this poor lad by ill treatment and starvation. The Parish Officers of Horsley have taken this business up on grounds of mere humanity.

May 19.  Lately died, in our Infirmary, SARAH HAWKES, a girl about fifteen years of age, from an injury in the spine, occasioned by her falling with a load of pinds into a cellar, the window of which stood open.  When the public way is allowed to be occasionally incroached upon for the convenience of individuals, no precautions should be omitted which may contribute to secure the safety of the passenger.  That this care is not at all times sufficiently regarded, the misfortune above mentioned affords a melancholy evidence.

Jul 21.  A young  man, of the name of AVERY, who was bathing in the Severn, on Sunday se’nnight, got into a whirlpool, a little below Sandhurst, exactly where Longford’s Ham joins Little Whallom, and was unfortunately drowned.  Two hours elapsed before he was found, when every 

effort to restore him to life proved unavailing.  This is the seventeenth person who has perished in the same hole; and will, we trust, serve as a caution to others, not to bathe in that part of the river, which is at all times exceedingly deep and dangerous.

Jul 28.  On Wednesday was committed to our county gaol, by Mr Joyner, Coroner, EDWARD WILMOT, late of the partish of Siston, in this county, yeoman, for the wilful murder of Mr SAMUEL FUSSELL, of Warmley.  On Tuesday morning last, Mr FUSSELL, Collector of the taxes for Siston, attended by the constable and other persons, went to take a distress at the house of EDWARD WILMOT.  As FUSSELL passed the house, WILMOT fired a gun at him, the ball of which entered at the eye and went through the back part of the head, and he instantly expired.

Aug 4.  EDWARD WILMOT, for the murder of SAMUEL FUSSELL, was condemned, and  ordered to be hanged this morning.

   JOHN YOUNG was to have taken his trial on Saturday for the murder of his wife, by throwing her into the Severn, but on entering his cell, he was found dead, having hanged himself by his handkerchief up to the staple of his window.

Aug 4.   An indictment which was preferred against JOHN NEALE the younger, of Horsley, who was committed under the Coroner’s Inquest for occasioning the death of his apprentice through ill treatment, was thrown out by the Grand Jury, as not being a true Bill.  The prisoner was afterwards tried upon the Coroner’s Inquisition for the same charge, and acquitted without being put to his defence, it appearing by the evidence, that the deceased died either from disease or in an epileptic fit, to which he had been subject from his infancy.

Aug 11.  Friday, Mr COOKE, clothier, of Wotton Underedge, in this county, accidentally shot his wife through the head.  The Coroner’s Jury, after a long examination, brought in their verdict Manslaughter, it appearing, that when he pointed the pistol, he thought it was not charged.  He was committed on Monday last to our prison.

   Monday last EDWARD WILMOT, of Siston hill, was executed here pusuant to his sentence for the wilful murder of SAMUEL FUSSELL.   WILMOT, from the time he was apprehended appeared to be insensible of the heinousness of his crime, and at the place of execution shewed no sign of remorse.  He was an old man of considerable property, but generally very litigious in his disposition, and gave much trouble to the persons appointed to receive his taxes; and it was in this situation that FUSSELL stood, who had several times made application to him for payment, previous to the fatal morning of his death, when he was about levying an execution on some of his property.  It is hoped the example of WILMOTT, will be a lesson to all persons who resist officers 

in the discharge of their duty, and who give way to those unbridled passions which generally terminate in their own distruction.

Nov 17.  Last week an inquest was taken at the Bell inn, Stapleton, in this county, before Mr Joyner, Coroner, on view of the body of HANNAH BRYANT, single woman, aged 19 years, who was killed the preceding evening by a gun shot.  After a very long and minute investigation, the jury found a verdict of manslaughter against CHARLES LONG, of the same place, stone mason, and who stands committed for trial at our next assizes.

Dec 22.  On Thursday last, a poor woman, who had been missing three weeks, was found drowned in a pond, belonging to Mr JOSEPH LOCK, at Nailsworth. 

Dec 29.  No less than three chhildren, have, by accident, been burnt to death within three weeks in the parish of Stonehouse.

