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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1740


1740

Jan 8.  Bristol, Dec 29.  The Beginning of this Week a Soldier was committed to Newgate for the Murder of a Child, by striking it with a Stick when in the Arms of its Father as he pass’d along the Street.

            Gloucester, Jan 5.  The Beginning of this Week a poor Man of this City, suppos’d to be in Liquor, was frozen to Death in a Brew House.  We have also Accounts from divers Parts of the Country (too many here to mention) of several Persons who have perish’d thro’ the Extremity of the Season.

Jan 15.  Bristol, Jan 5.  Sunday last a poor Man who begg’d about the Streets, was found perish’d to Death in Marsh Street through the Extremity of the Cold.

    A few Days ago a poor Woman, who liv’d in Milk Street, also perish’d with Cold, after she had been deliver’d.  

    Also re Child (Father Philip Brimscombe).

Apr 1.  Gloucester, Mar 29.  Assizes.  THOMAS HAYS, for the Murder of JOSEPH  FISHER, late Keeper of the Park on Robin Hood’s Hill.

Apr 8.  MUSTO and VARLO, two Soldiers, were try’d for the Murder of an Infant in Merchant street on the 26th December last, and acquitted.

Jun 17.  Bristol, Jun 7.  Last Thursday Mr EVANS of St Augustine’s Back (formerly a Cork Cutter, in Marsh street, who having acquired a handsome Fortune, retir’d from Business) stopt in his Chaise at Temple gate to speak with an Acquaintance, and died the very Instant that his Friends came up to him without speaking.

Jul 22.  Gloucester, Jul 16.  Assizes.  MARY MARCHANT, and SARAH COX, the former on Suspicion, and the latter for being found guilty on the Coroner’s Inquest, of murdering her Bastard Child.

Nov 18.  Bristol, Nov 8.  Tho’ the great Storm on Saturday last was very violent here, yet it providentially happen’d that little Damage has been done thereby, as we can yet hear of, excepting the following sad Disaster, viz.  JOHN GOULD, a Pilot at Pill, with three other Men, being unfortunately out in the Channel on the Lookout for the homeward bound ships, the Boat overset, and all Four lost their Lives; the Boat has since floated on Shore in its right position, and two of the dead Men in her, one lash’d, and the other with his Foot jam’d between the Boards.

Dec 2.  Bristol, Nov 22.  One Day this Week the Body of a Match Woman was found in the Mud in the Key, cut and mangled in a most barbarous Manner, suppos’d to be done by a Black belonging to a Ship, who was seiz’d near the Bridge with a bloody Hanger about him, and was committed to Newgate on a violent Suspicion of his being the Perpetrator of so horrid a Deed. [GOREE WEBB]

   Gloucester, Nov 29.  On Thursday last JOHN LEONARD, alias BOUCHER, was committed to our Castle, by J Rous, Esq. For Felony and Suspicion of Murder.

Dec 23.  Gloucester, Dec 23.  Last Saturday a Woman of Barton street near this City, came to our Market, and left four Children at Home, two of them in Cradles, (one a Nurse Child,) and whilst she was absent, her second Child having set Fire to its Apron, pull’d it off and threw it upon the Cradle wherein her youngest lay, which catching the Flame, the poor Infant was burnt to Death.  This melancholy accident, it’s hop’d, will be a Caution to others not to leave their children unattended.
Dec 30.  Bristol, Dec 20.  One Day this Week a poor Woman perish’d with the Cold in the Horse Fair.  She was almost naked, and was pelted with Snow balls a little before she died by a Parcel of wicked Boys; - the unhappy Effect of a loose Education, and a Reproach to their Parents and Friends. 

