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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1832


1832, Gloucester Journal.

Jan 7.  OBITUARY.  Dec 18, drowned, near Lundy Island, in attempting to board the ship Ariadne, Mr JOHN CARY, pilot, of Pill.

   An old pensioner, named JOHN DENNIS, who has for many years carried a basket of small wares about the neighbourhood of Newport, in this county, (which was his head quarters,) and attracted a good deal of attention, and pity, from his having lost a hand at the Battle of the Nile, was taken suddenly ill in the village of Newport one day last week, and died soon after he was removed to his lodgings; when, to the astonishment of all, and particularly of those who had known him for thirty years past, his precious members were all perfect, and the pitiful stump was a good fleshy hand, fastened back round the wrist with a tight ligature. 

   A man, named William Brain, whilst working in a coalpit at Parkend, in the Forest of Dean, on Saturday last, was cautioned of the danger of a quantity of projecting coals, but he disregarded the advice and continued his work, till suddenly the whole mass fell on him: he was dreadfully crushed, and died in about three hours afterwards.

INQUESTS.  Held last week before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  At Brockwear Common, on view of the body if a child about three years old, who was burnt to death by his clothes taking fire in his mother’s absence; and at Mangotsfield, on the body of another child, who lost his life from the same cause.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

   At Coaley, on the body of ESTHER GOSCOMB, who was found dead in her house, in which she lived alone; and, at Frampton Cotterell, on the body of JOHN CURTIS, a hatter, who died suddenly whilst at his work.  Verdicts, Sudden Death by the Visitation of God.

INQUESTS.  Taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Whitminster, on the body of SAMUEL SHORT, aged about 53 years, found dead; the deceased had complained after he went to bed of a pain in his bowels and got up and went to the privy; remaining there longer than usual, his wife went to him and found him a corpse.  At Cheltenham, on the body of JOHN SMITH, aged about 65, who, while attending during dinner on the family with whom he resided, fell on the floor in the dining room, and instantly expired.  Verdict in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Sheepscombe, on the body of JOHN GILL, who was killed by the discharge of a gun:  THOMAS DAVIS, about about 15 years of age, a kinsman, was at a barn belonging to the deceased’s father, where a gun had been left loaded, which he took in his hands and was playing with it, when it suddenly went off, and lodged the contents in the neck immediately under right ear of the deceased, who was about six yards from the barn; the deceased went a few yards, when he fell and instantly expired.  After a minute investigation, the Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

   At Swindon, on the body of EDWARD SMITH HASELTON, aged about 26 years, found drowned in a pool of water, called the Marl Pit, in that parish; the deceased had been missing from his friends for upwards of a week.  No marks of violence appearing, and as no evidence appeared before the jury, showing by what means he became drowned, they returned a Verdict, Found Drowned.

   At Winchcombe, on the body of MARY ANN HOWBOROUGH, aged 7 years, burnt to death; the deceased was sitting in the corner, near the fire, when her pinbefore caught fire, and before assistance could be rendered, she was so much burnt as to cause her death in a short period after.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

GENERAL QUARTER SESSIONS.

One Month: SARAH CLARKE, for endeavouring to conceal the birth of her bastard child, (this prisoner in the House of Correction at Littledean;)...

Jan 14.  An inquest was held on Monday last, in this city, on view of the body of THOMAS MOSTYN CARWARDINE, who was found, the Staurday preceding, suspended by a small piece of cord to the bannister, of the stairs of the house he occupied in Lower Northgate street.  It appearing in evidence that the deceased had for a long time laboured under aberration of mind, the Jury, after a patient investigation, returned a verdict of Lunacy.  

INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Mountain, Esq. Coroner.  At Bourton on the Water, on the body of JEREMIAH CROSSER, who died suddenly.  At Donnington, on the body of MARY JONES, who, whilst in conversation with two other women, fell down and suddenly expired.  At Eastleach Turville, on the body of JOHN BAKER, who died suddenly.  At Meyseyhampton, on the body of CAROLINE TAYLOR, who expired in her chair.  And at Northleach Prison, on the body of JOHN CARTER, therein confined for stealing at Cheltenham; verdict in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Cirencester, on the body of WM. WALKER; and at North Cerney, on the body of ANDREW KENDALL, found dead in a field; verdict in both cases, Found dead.

   At Okeridge, on the body of JOHN COX; and at Fairford, on the body of WILLIAM ANDREWS, who both died sudenly; verdict in each case, Apoplexy.

   At Bisley, on the body of JOSEPH CLIFT, who was killed by the shaft of a waggon; and at Cirencester, on the body of ELIZA JERVIS, whose clothes caught fire and caused her death; Verdicts, Accidental Death.

   At Turksdean, on the body of WILLIAM PETERS, an aged man, found hanging in his dwelling house, no person being therein, and the door not fastened; Verdict, Found Hanged.

   At Cirencester, on the body of A NEW BORN MALE CHILD, found drowned in a carry near Barton Mill; Verdict, Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown.  Handbills offering a reward for the apprehension of the murderer, were distributed, and a strict search was made, but as yet no clue has been obtained to effect the discovery.

Jan 21.  INQUESTS.  Taken before JG Ball, Esq. Coroner.  At the Golden Valley, Chalford, on JOHN WEBB, who was drowned in the Thames and Severn Canal.  Verdict, Found Drowned.

   At Nymphsfield, on JOSEPH BURFORD, who was found in a state of insensibility by the side of the turnpike road, and died soon afterwards.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

Jan 28.

Feb 4.  INQUESTS.  The following have been taken before JG Ball, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county:   At the Anchor Inn, near Stroud, on JOHN PHILIPS, found dead in the turnpike road near that place; it appeared in evidence that he had left the Anchor on the preceding night, at a late hour, in company with a friend, neither of them being sober: no marks of violence appeared on the body, nor was there any reason to suppose that he had received any injury whatever.  Verdict, Found dead.

   At Longridge, near Painswick, on JOHN MITCHEL, and old man, who was found in Longridge wood in a dying state, and expired in a few minutes: he had left his home the preceding morning, and not having returned, his sons and others had been engaged some hours in searching for him.  The Jury were of opinion that he was suddenly taken ill, and unable to proceed, and that exposure 

to the weather for many hours, and through the night, hastened his death, and returned a verdict accordingly.

   At Eastington, on ELIJAH WILLIS, a youth who was accidentally drowned in the Stroud Canal.  Verdict, Found drowned.

   At Chalford Hill, on ELIZA CROOK, a child about seven years old, whose clothes took fire, and she was so severely burnt that she died in consequence.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Feb 11.

Feb 18.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At the County Prison, on the body of JAMES HUNT, aged 68 years; Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Mitcheldean, on the body of MARIA EVANS, aged 8 years, whose clothes ignited as she was hanging a small pot over the fire, and she was so much burnt as to cause her death in a few hours; at the Slad, on the body of JAMES ELLIS, at Littledean, on the body of WM. MARTIN, and at the Infirmary, on the body of MARY CLEMENTS, three children, who all met their death in consequence of their clothes taking fire.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

   At the County Prison, on the body of CHAS. HOLBROOK [aged 19, bur. St Nicholas Jan 13.], and at the same place, on the body of JAS. SIMMONDS [Aged 19, bur. St Nicholas Jan 24.]: Verdicts, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At the hundred of St Briavels, on the body of THOMAS AMBERY, who was killed by falling into a coalpit, whilst moving a coal cart: and at Oldfield Top, Corse, on the body of JOHN GOATMAN, killed by falling out of a cart.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

   At the White Clift, Newland, on the body of JANE TAYLOR, aged 63, found dead in her bed; at the County Prison, on the body of JOHN JONES [aged 30, bur. St Nicholas Jan 26.] and at the same place, on the bodies of GEO. COLLINS [aged 27, bur. St Nicholas Feb 1.] and HENRY SLADE [aged 20, bur. St Nicholas Feb 7.].  Verdicts, Died by the visitation of God.

   At Bilston Colliery, St Briavels, on the body of JAMES JAMES; he was being let down into a coalpit, when some part of the engine giving way, he fell to the bottom, and was instantly killed.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Elmore Back, on the body of CHARLES ADAMS, aged 71, who was cutting wood in his garden, when he fell, and immediately expired; and at the County Prison, on the body of ALFRED JENKINS.  Verdicts, Died by the visitation of God.

Feb 25.   EDITORIAL.  We are sorry to learn, that from the circumstances of several inquests having lately been held in our County Prison, an erroneous impression has gone abroad that an infectious complaint has recently and fatally prevailed in that establishment.  It is right, therefore, that the public should be apprised, that the deaths referred to have taken place in a period extending from the 6th of January to the 14th instant, and that of those prisoners who have died, one was carried off by consumption, two by haemorrhage, three by fever, and the remaining one, ALFRED JENKINS, (one of the four persons committed on a charge of murdering the gamekeep of WH NEWMAN, Esq. at Thornbury Park,) by an affection of the brain produced by violent excitement of mind.

ACCIDENT.   Friday afternoon, as a cart was coming down Stokes Croft, Bristol, containing the property of a Mr BROWN, who was proceeding as an emigrant to America, from Uley, Gloucestershire, the driver, JACOB SMITH, accidentally fell from the shaft whereon he was sitting, under the wheel, which passed over his body.  Mr B. RALPH was passing at the time, and 

immediately rendered every assistance, having the poor man removed, in an apparently lifeless state, to the Infirmary.

ACCIDENT, ATTENDED WITH LOSS OF LIFE.  On Thursday morning last, between five and six, as RICHARD EVANS, a poor man living in the neighbourhood of Ashton, near Bristol, was driving his cart along the high road near the Coach and Horses public house, the horse took fright at the flapping of a gate, and Evans endeavouring to stop him, the shaft of the cart struck him in the breast, and knocking him down, he was literally crushed to death between the cart wheels and the bank.  He has left a wife and eight children, who wholly depended upon him for a subsistence.

Mar 3.  On Wednesday an inquest was held in this city, before DM Walker, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of THOS. BARKER, master of a trow on the Severn, who was that morning found dead in his cabin, on board of the vessel.  It appeared in evidence that the deceased had been in bad health for some time past, and was so very ill when he commenced his voyage from Bridgenorth on Sunday morning that several persons tried to dissuade him from undertaking it.  He would not listen to their remonstrances, however, and was equally pertinacious in refusing medical assistance which his crew repeatedly urged him to call in during the passage.  His complaint was inflammation of the lungs.  After a patient investigation, the jury returned a verdict of Died by the Visitation of God.

   Tewkesbury Inquest; Benjamin Holland, Coroner; accident uk.

Mar 10.  On Saturday last, an inquest was held at Wotton Underedge, before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, on the body of GEORGE GRIMES, aged about eleven years, when the folowing verdict was returned: “That the deceased died from natural causes, to wit, from a dropsical affection, and not from any hurt, injury, or neglect of Mr ISAAC JAMES, or any other person or persons whatever.”

INQUESTS.   Taken before JG Ball, Esq. Coroner.  At Chalford Hill, on CHARLES WORKMAN, who died suddenly in a fit.  At Eastcomb, on JANE RIDLER.  Verdict in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

   Also, (in the absence of Mr Mountain,) at Withington, on CHARLES ILES, who was so seriously injured by the fall of a horse on which he was riding, as to occasion his death on the second day after the accident.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  We understand that a subsciption has been commenced by some of the gentlemen who attend Lord Segrave’s Hunt, for the benefit of the family of CHARLES ILES, whose death is mentioned above.  The poor fellow, mounted on a horse belonging to his master, WM. HOMES, Esq. of Coln St Denis, whilst riding at speed across a ploughed field near Withington Wood, the horse unfortunately fell with and rolled over him; the injury he received was of a most dreadful nature, and he suffered greatly till Saturday, when he expired, leaving a wife and three children in a state of utter destitution.  His character was excellent, and his master speaks f him as one of the most sober and trustworthy servants he ever knew.

   At Cirencester, on MARGARET WINSTONE, who, whilst in the act of cleaning a cupboard, fell and died instantly.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

COMMITMENTS:  THOMAS COMLEY, by WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, charged with killing and slaying W. CROOME.

Mar 17.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  On the 1st inst. at Elmore, on the body of WM. ARUNDEL, aged about three years, burnt to death by his clothes catching fire in the absence of his parents, who were at work; verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   JOHN JACOBS, one of the Bristol rioters, has died in gaol of consumption.

INQUESTS.  Lately taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  .... on the 2d inst. at Teddington, on the body of WILLIAM LEWIS, aged about four years, burnt to death by his clothes catching fire in the absence of his parents; and on the 3d. inst. at Tibberton, on the body of CHARLES NASH, aged about six years, burnt to death by his clothes catching fire while his parents were at work.  The deceased, Charles Nash, with two others, was left to the care of their grandfather, a feeble old man, when the misfortune happened.  The old man’s hands were very much burnt in extinguishing the fire.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   On the 10th inst. at St Briavels, on the body of JOHN WYNN, aged about 25 years, whose death was occasioned by a large stone falling on his head, which killed him in an instant, while at work in a pit called Lucksall Pit.

   On the 14th inst. at the County Prison, on the body of THOMAS JENKINS, aged about 32 years, who died of a nervous fever, produced by mental excitement.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  Thomas Jenkins was brother to Alfred Jenkins, whose death was announced in our Paper of the 18th ult. and was committed on a charge of murdering the keeper of H.W. NEWMAN, Esq. in December last, at Thornbury.  Such was the dreadful agitation of the minds of these men, that it brought on fever of the brain to such a violent degree as to cause death, notwithstanding every care and attention paid them as well as by the medical gentlemen as by the attendants at the County Prison.

Mar 24.  INQUESTS TAKEN BEFORE JG BALL, ESQ. CORONER.  At France Lynch, on the illegitimate male child of ANN TYLER; and at Painswick, on WM. HARRIS, who died on his way home from Gloucester.  Verdict in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

   Also, at Stroud, on EDWIN STEELE, who was employed in the factory of Messrs. Stanton, where his clothes became entangled with some part of the machinery, and he sustained most serious injury in almost every part of his body, and shortly afterwards died.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Mar 31.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before William Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner: At Cold Ashton, on ANTHONY DUFFIELD, killed by the wheel of a cart loaded with potatoes, which he was driving into Bath, passing over him.  At Oldland Common, on GEORGE RUE, killed in a coalpit by a coal cart running down an inclined plane upon him.  At Bream, on ENOCH WHETSTONE, burnt to death by his clothes taking fire in the absence of his parents.  At Dursley, on HANNAH TROTMAN, drowned in a pond of water, near the New Mills.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Huntingford, on ELIZABETH YOUNG, who dropt down whilst in the act of lighting a candle, and instantly expired.  Verdict, Died by the sudden Visitation of God.

   At Didmarton, on WILLIAM BIGGS, who drowned himself in a pool of water near his master’s house. Verdict, Lunacy.

Apr 7.

Apr 14.  ASSIZES: Transportation for Life; JOSEPH THOMAS, for the manslaughter of GEO. WEBB, gamekeeper, at Thornbury.

Apr 21.  As the Endymion, of Scarborough, which left port on Tuesday week for Quebec, was entering the basin at Sharpness Point, on Thursday night, one of the crew, named JAMES JONES, imprudently got on the gunwhale to reach a plank on the outside, when he unfortunately lost his balance, and fell into the water.  Every assistance was afforded by the crew and also by Mr WRAITH, the harbour master, but from the want of proper apparatus and the darkness of the evening, the boy was not raised for twenty minutes, when life was extinct.  The poor fellow had recently joined the ship, and was from Fishguard, in Pembrokeshire.  An inquest has been held and a verdict of Accidental Death returned.

Apr 28.  INQUESTS have been held this week before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, on the body of WILLIAM NEWMAN, who was sent by his master for a colt, which he imprudently mounted; when, near Woodford Bridge, the animal took fright and threw Newman, who received such severe injuries on his head as to cause his death in two days afterwards.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   Also, on a young woman, at Wotton Underedge, named WATHEN, who put a period to her existence on Tuesday last, by cutting her throat with a razor.  She bore a most excellent character, but had lately been subject to fits of despondency.  A verdict was returned of Temporary Derangement.

INQUESTS.  Taken before JG Ball, Esq. Coroner.  At Tiltups End, on JOSEPH VICK, whose clothes having taken fire in the absence of his parents, he was burnt to death.  At Painswick, on SARAH VOYCE, aged about 80 years, who, being in her house alone, her clothes accidentally took fire, and she, being infirm, was unable to extinguish it, and was so severely burnt, that she died soon afterwards.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Clifford Chambers, on the body of JOHN RAWBONE, who was in the act of getting out of a waggon, when his foot slipped and he fell to the ground, in which situation the wheels of the vehicle passed over him, and he was so much crushed as to cause his death in a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Clifton, on the body of A FEMALE CHILD, supposed to be about three months old, which was found naked in a pool at Durdham Down.  The opinion of a meducal man went decidedly to prove that the child’s death was occasioned by drowning, and in the absence of evidence by which the parents of the child could be traced, the jury returned a verdict of Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown.

   At the Infirmary, on the body of a boy named THOMAS LUSTY, who was so much injured by the limb of a tree falling on him, at Kingstanley, that he survived only three days.  At Alvestone, on CHARLES CROOME, a young man who was thrown with such violence from a colt he was riding, that he sustained injuries which killed him in three days.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Winchcomb, on JOHN SPENCER, a respectable man, who was found dead in his bed.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Wheatenhurst, on JOHN FRITH, who was found drowned in the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal.  Verdict, Found Drowned.

FATAL ACCIDENT.

On Thursday evening last, as Mr HENRY JACOBS, livery stable keeper, of Cheltenham, was returning from Rencomb with a phaeton, the horse he was driving took fright, and ran furiously down Windlass Hill.  Mr Jacobs jumped out, and it is supposed that in doing so his foot struck the wheel, which threw him with great force to the ground upon the back part of his head; he was conveyed home as quickly as possible in a fly, but he expired immediately on his arival.  An inquest was held on the body, on Saturday, at the Mitre Inn, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and a respectable jury.  Verdict - Accidental Death.  The deceased, who was a man much respected for the honour and integrity of his dealings, has left a large young family.

May 5.  INQUESTS.  Have been held this week, before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, at Rangeworthy, on an infant, about two years old, named PETER GAZARD, who was scalded to death by falling into a pot of boiling water, just taken from the fire, and incautiously set down in the room by his mother, who was washing in the same apartment.  Verdict, Accidental Death. 

   At Dursley, on SAMUEL MORGAN, who hung himself from the fear of having offended a relative who maintained him.  Verdict, Temporary Derangement.

   At Siston, on ANN WOODINGTON, found dead in her bed.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Mountain, Esq. Coroner.  At Stow, on the body of DANIEL YEARP, who was found dead in the court; at Colesbourne, on the body of SARAH NORTON, who died soon after her arrival from Cheltenham:  Verdict, in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Cirencester, on the body of ELIZABETH BOYES, found dead in bed.  Verdict, Apoplexy.

   At Northleach Prison, on the body of ELIZA SMITH, an infant about nine months old, removed from Cheltenham with her mother.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God, and that her death was accelerated by being improperly removed.

  At Upton, near Tetbury, on the body of THOMAS SMITH, a lad about nine years old, who received the kick of a horse on his belly.  Verdict, Accidental Death, deodand 2s.

May 12.

May 19.  On Wednesday last, an inquest was held in this city, before DM Walker, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of JOB PURSER, a boy about four and a half years old, who, whilst at play with other children on the preceding evening, fell from the deck of a trow into the river Severn and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

INQUESTS.  Have been held this week before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  At Old Sodbury, on PHOEBE CARTER, who destroyed herself by cutting her throat with a scissors.  Verdict, Insanity.

   At Coleford, on PAMELA BIRD, a young woman about 30 years of age, who, complaining of a violent sickness, sunk on the floor, and was instantly a corpse.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the Visitation of God.

   At the New Passage House, on PHILIP DAVIS, one of the boat men at the ferry, who was knocked over board and drowned whilst crossing the Severn, on the 16th of December last, and was found washed on shore on the beach, close to the New Passage House, on Wednesday morning last.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

May 26.  SUICIDE.  On Saturday night last, a young man named COLLETON, aged 20, employed as footman by a lady residing in Park place, Cheltenham, destroyed himself by cutting his throat with a penknife.  The deceased, who was an excellent servant, and in other respects an exemplary character, had laboured for some weeks under great depression of mind.  An inquest was held on the body at the Suffolk Arms Inn, on Monday, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and a respectable jury.  Verdict, Temporary Derangement.

FATAL ACCIDENT.

On Monday last, at Cheltenham, a man named THOMAS STAUNTON, was accidentally struck with a wooden bowl in the stomach, while watching some men playing skittles.  He was immediately conveyed to the Casualty Hospital, and notwithstanding every attention was paid to him, the injury he received was of so serious a nature, that he expired on Wednesday.

Jun 2.  On Wednesday evening last, the Reverend EDWARD O. HOLWELL arrived at the Red Lion Inn, at Newport, from this city, and made arrangements for sleeping there and proceeding the next morning to Exeter.  He appeared very cheerful and well, and desired to be called at half-past seven o’clock, at which time the chambermaid went to his door, and knocked for some time, but could not obtain any answer, and, on opening the door, found the reverend gentleman lying in bed, but quite dead, and appearing to have been so for some time.  He had complained, when at Gloucester, of a pain and oppression on his chest, and had taken some simple preparation, which had much relieved him.  He was Rector of Plympton, Devonshire, and formerly Major of the North Gloucestershire Regiment of Militia.  An inquest was held before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, and a verdict of Sudden Death by Visitation of God returned.

   Mr WILLIAM PENSHAM, a respectable and extensive farmer, at Eldersfield, Worcestershire, put a period to his existence on Thursday morning last.  The deceased was about 48 years of age.  It appears that at periods he has been subject to aberrations of mind, but lately, he had been unusually free from attacks of the sort, and the evening preceding the melancholy act he passed at a neighbour’s, where he was exceedingly cheerful and apparently happy.  However, the next morning very early, he suddenly quitted his bedroom, partly dressed only, and after a short time was discovered suspended by his silk handkerchief to a post in his cowhouse, quite dead.  On Saturday, Mr SMITH held an inquest on the body.  Verdict, Temporary Insanity.  By this fatal event, a widow is deprived of a fond husband, and five small children of a kind and indulgent father.

ACCIDENTAL DEATH.

On the afternoon of Saturday se’nnight, as a little boy, about five years old, was running a small carriage, containing two children, backwards and forwards near the Feeder at St Philips, the carriage went down the bank, when the three children were precipitated into the water.  The nursemaid, who was a short distance, immediately ran to their assistance, and in endeavouring to save them, she was unfortunately drowned.  A person of the name of PUNCHARD, hearing the cries of the little ones, immediately jumped into the water, and succceeded at the risk of his own life, in rescuing all of them.  The children belonged to Mr SMITH, of Bread street.  An inquest was held on Tuesday, by W Joyner Ellis, Esq. on the body of the nurse, and a verdict of Accidental Death returned.

Jun 9.  SUICIDE.  A Coroner’s Inquest was held on Tuesday, by JB Grindon, Esq. on the body of Major Thompson, of the 48th Regiment, who was found dead in his bedroom, at the Rummer Tavern, Bristol.  After a very respectable jury of tradesmen were sworn, of whom Mr 

EDWARDS, of High street, was foreman, they proceeded to the room where the deceased slept: here a most shocking spectacle presented itself - the room was deluged with blood, and the body of the deceased was lying on the floor, naked except the shirt, the throat cut from ear to ear quite through the windpipe, a razor on the bed, the clothes in great disorder, and covered with blood.  A portmanteau near the door was open, and blood on the floor beneath; by which it would appear that the first attempt at self destruction had been made there; the deceased, it is supposed, then staggered towards the bed, as there were finger marks on the curtains; he then probably completed the fatal act on the bed, from which he must have rolled on the floor: a number of cards of address were scattered round the room, and his clothes appeared in great disorder.  The jury having heard the evidence, after a short consultation, delivered a verdict, that the deceased died by his own hand whilst labouring under Temporary Derangement.

Jun 16.

Jun 23.  FATAL ACCIDENT.  We lament to announce the death of Mr GEORGE DANGERFIELD, surgeon, of Bromyard, formerly of Tewkesbury, who was returning home on horseback from Tenbury, on Thursday evening, by which the unfortunate gentleman was thrown, and, pitching on his head, he was killed on the spot.

Jun 30.  An unfortunate accident arising from the imprudent use of fire arms occurred at Uley, in this county, during the rejoicing to celebrate the passing of the Reform Bill, to a young man, named JAMES SPARKES, who, with others, were discharging small cannons, one of which did not explode with the others, and Sparkes passing at the front of it just at the instant of its unexpectedly going off, received the whole of the wadding in his hand, which caused his death in a few days afterwards.  An inquest was held before WJ Ellis, Esq. and a verdict of Accidental death returned.

   An inquest was yesterday held before DM Walker, Esq. Coroner for this city, on view of the body of Mr JOHN INCH, oil and colourman, of Westgate street, who died the preceding day.  The wife of the deceased having refused permission to some of his relatives to see him when he was on his death bed, gave rise to a report that he had not been properly treated, and his brother in law accordingly took the requisite steps for instituting an inquiry into the circumstances of the case.  On the inquest, however, the evidence of Mr Heane, the medical man who was called in to the deceased, completely removed the suspicions which had been entertained.  It was proved that the deceased had long laboured under symptoms which had a strong tendency to produce apoplexy, and there was no reason to doubt that the death was occasioned by an attack of that nature.  Several witnesses were examined, and after a patient and minute investigation, the jury returned a verdict of died by the visitation of God, but at the same time they expressed an opinion that, under the circumstances of the case, and especially because the wife had not allowed his friends to see the deceased before he died, when applied to for that purpose, the relatives were perfectly justified in demanding an inquest.

   An inquest was held last week, at St Philip and Jacob, in this county, before WJ Ellis, Esq. on the body of A NEW BORN MALE CHILD, found in a pool of water in Brick Field, fastened up in two napkins.  After a long investigation, a verdict was returned of Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown.

And at Brockweir, near Tintern, on GEORGE DAVIS, one of a crew of a barge from Fownhope, near Hereford, who fell off the quay into the dock in attempting to go on board his vessel.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

COMMITMENTS:  Yesterday, MARIA FRY, by J Mountain, Esq. Coroner, charged with killing and slaying MARY ANN FRY.

Jul 7.  n Wednesday morning last, the body of A NEW BORN INFANT was found dead in a brook, near Rodney Terrace road, Cheltenham.  At the inquest, which was held on the following day before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, it appeared that there was a serious fracture upon the scull of the child, which, coupled with the other evidence of the medical man who was examined, induced the jury to return a verdict of Wilful Murder against some person or person sunknown.  No dsicovery of the mother has yet been made.

   A labourer named KINGSCOTT, in the emply of W. TASWELL, Esq. at Tockington, dropped down from the heat of the weather, and died in a few minutes.

   SOME IRISH LABOURERS ... account of Male unknown drowned at Arlingham Wharth; Inquest by WJE, Accidental Death by drowning.

FATAL ACCIDENT AT ULEY.

On Saturday last, about two o’clock, an old man of the name of JOHN BIRT, in the employ of Messrs Sheppard and Sons, had just finished his weekly labour, and was in the act of putting on his coat, when it became entangled around the shaft which drives the machinery.  Some men working in a room over hearing an unusual noise, went immediately to the room where the old man had been working; when a spectacle presented itself which struck them with horror, as the shaft was going round and round at the rate of 60 times per minute.  The steam engine was stopped instantly the alarm was given, but too late to preserve life, as the blood was flying from one end of the room to the other and nearly every bone was broken, altogether presenting a most shocking spectacle.  He had been left but a few minutes by a person that worked with him, so that it is supposed he was on the shaft about five minutes.  An inquest was held before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. on Monday when a verdict of Accidental Death was returned. He had served his late employers nearly forty years, and had been a leader in the Church Sunday Schools for more than that period.  His death has caused a great deal of sympathy and regret in the parish.

Jul 14.

Jul 21.  On Monday, an inquest was taken before DM Walker, Esq. Coroner for this city, on the body of HENRY ANDREWS, a boy about ten years old, who fell out of a boat in which he was amusing himself in the Bason the day before, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Jul 28.

Aug 4.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Shipton, on view of the body of MARY WILKES, aged about 62 years, found dead in her chair; and at Huntley, on the body of JAMES DOBBS, aged about 85, found dead on the floor in his bedroom.  Verdict in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Tirley, on the body of WILLIAM PRICE, aged about 45, who drowned himself in a pool of water: it appearing in evidence that he had for some time been in a distracted state of mind, the jury immediately returned a Verdict of Lunacy.

At Huntley, one the body of JAMES COTTEREL, aged about 30; the deceased was on his road to Allensmore, near Hereford, with one of his master’s horses, and gallopping across the common, the horse fell with him and rolled on his body, which caused his death the next day.  Verdict, Accident Death.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of A MAN UNKNOWN, found hanging to the limb of an oak tree, with a cotton handkerchief in Benhall wood: the deceased appeared to have been dead several days; he had drank tea a few days before he was found at the house of a poor woman at Alstone, and complained of being unwell, and seemed much distressed.  Verdict, Found dead, hanging to an oak tree.

   At Over, on the body of JOHN DARKE, aged about 52, who died suddenly in a barge called the George, lying in the river Severn.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

Aug 11.

Aug 18.  ASSIZES:  Six Months ... MARIA FRY, for killing and slaying MARY ANN FRY; ...

INQUEST.

On Wednesday last, an inquest was taken at the Star Inn, in this city, before DM Walker, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of ROBERT IROD, an aged man, who had come here, from Evesham, as a witness upon a trial at our Assizes.  He had retired the night before apparently in perfect health, and was found dead in his bed the next morning.  The Jury, without hesitation, returned a verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  

   A most melancholy accident occurred at Dursley, on Saturday week, which has cast a great gloom over that town.  Two brothers, Mr RICHARD WILLIAMS, maltster, and Mr HENRY WILLIAMS, went early in the morning to a pond to bathe, and only one of whom could swim.  The one who could not swim, finding himself sinking, called out for assistance to his brother, and on his coming to him he held him so firmly that he lost all power and they both sank, never again to rise.  The bodies were got out as speedily as possible, and every medical assistance rendered, but in vain, the vital spark had fled for ever.

Aug 25.  Two men were killed by lightning on Wednesday last, in a field belonging to Mr CYPRIAN TAYLOR, of Little Buckland, in this county.  Four labourers had sought the shelter of a large elm tree, and were sitting in a row at the time the awful event occurred.  The electric fluid passed down the tree, and dividing, struck and instantly killed the outside men of the row, leaving those in the middle but little injured. A large hole was torn in the back of each hat; it then continued its course down each body, and was untimately lost in the ditch over which they were sitting.  The bodies were very much disfigured, and the clothes but slightly burnt.  An inquest was held the following day, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and a suitable verdict returned.

   A poor unfortunate and afflicted girl, named ELEANOR FREETH, about 18 years of age, fell from an upper window in a beggar’s lodging house in St Mary’s Lane, Tewkesbury, about four o’clock yesterday morning, and died in a few hours afterwards, from the injury she sustained thereby.  She had resided in Tewkesbury only a few days, having arrived there with some show-men, and described herself as belonging to this city.

   An inquest was taken at Stroud, on Thursday, on CHAS. WHATLEY, a man who had been in the habit of attending fairs and other places selling hardware and lace, and who died after a very short illness on the preceding day.  The medical gentlemen who attended him stated, that he died 

from perfectly natural and by no mean uncommon causes, and a respectable Jury having viewed the body and heard further evidence, returned a verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

  An inquest was held last week, before WJ Ellis, Esq. at St George’s, on SAMUEL OSBORNE, a little child who was killed by a horse treading on him when at play on the road.  Verdict, Accidental Death: and at Redbrook, on CHARLOTTE LEWIS, who died suddenly, just as she had returned from Chapel in perfect health and spirits.  Verdict, Sudden Death caused by an affection of the heart.

   A fatal accident occurred at Bowcott, near Dursley, on the 7th inst. to a waggoner named JOHN SANSUM, in the employ of Mr JOHN FEWSTER, of Haycock’s Mill, Woodchester.  He was driving a tilted waggon down a steep hill, when the weight of the load overpowered the horses, and in his persevering endeavours to check the animals, he was unfortunately thrown down, and both wheels of the waggon passing over him, he was killed on the spot.  An inquest was held before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict of Accidental Death was returned.

Sep 1.  The following inquests were held last week, in the neighbourhood of Bristol, before William Joyner Ellis, Esq:  At the Lord Rodney, at Kingswood, on SAMUEL OSBORNE, a child of about three years of age, who was playing in the road near his father’s cottage, when a stray horse trod on him, which caused his death in a few hours.  At St Philip’s, on CAROLINE ASHLEY, about eight years old, who, in endeavouring to reach a stick which was floating in the water in the Feeder, lost her balance, and was drowned, notwithstanding every exertion was used by some persons who witnessed the accident.  At Lower Easton, on a fine boy, named THOS. SMITH, whose death was occasioned by drinking some oil of vitriol, which had been used, under the direction of the Board of Health, for the purpose of fumigation; and afterwards carefully placed in a tea caddy by the mother, but which the child discovered and unfortunately drank.  The poor little fellow lingered in great pain for some hours.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

Sep 8.

Sep 15.

Sep 22.

Sep 29.

Oct 6.

Oct 13.

Oct 20. INQUESTS.  Lately taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Newent Wood, on the body of JEREMIAH PHELPS, aged about 60, who was found dead in the wood.  It appeared in evidence, that the deceased had left his residence near a fortnight, and every search was made after him without effect, when he was at length found dead by some woman nutting.  The deceased was subject to fits.  The body was examined by a surgeon, and no marks of violence appearing, the jurors returned a verdict Found dead.

   At Swindon, on the body of SAMUEL GREENWOOD, aged about 6 years, who was killed in consequece of falling from a cart laden with coals, on which he was riding, when the off wheel went over his body, and caused his death in a few minutes.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Knotwood, Blaisdon, on the body of HENRY HODGES, an infant, aged about eight months.  The deceased was  put out to nurse, and a report was circulated that its death was occasioned by neglect and not being sufficiently fed.  It was proved by two woman, neighbours, who were in the habit of seeing the deceased almost daily, that it was a very weakly child, and appeared to be 

labouring under a complaint of the stomach and bowels, which had reduced it to a mere skeleton, and which statement was confirmed by the certificate of the surgeon, who saw the child and administered medicine; and it was further proved that the woman who had care of the child paid every possible care and attention to it in diet and otherwise.  The jury, without hesitation, returned a verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

   At the Infirmary, on the body of Mr RICHARD MILES, aged about 58, a respectable farmer, who, in company with another person, was riding in a gig, when the horse startled and turned out of the road over a heap of stones, and they were both thrown out.  Mr Miles was killed on the spot, and his companion much injured.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Newent, on the body of A MAN UNKNOWN.  The deceased applied the evening before his death to the guardian and constable of the parish for relief and a bed, with which he was accommodated, and the next morning was found dead.  The body was examined by a surgeon.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of HANNAH OSBORNE, aged about 68.  The deceased was at the Dispensary waiting for some medical application for a child, when she was suddenly taken in a fit, and almost immediately expired.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Wotton, on the body of MATILDA BICK, aged about one year and a half.  The deceased, during the temporary absence of her mother, had gone out of the house to the rail road, which is close to her garden gate, where she fell down, and some tram waggons passing at the moment, the wheels of one of them went over her and killed her on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Kempley, on the body of GEORGE BRAIN, aged about 38.  The deceased was gathering pears, when the limb of the tree on which he was standing suddenly broke off, and he fell to the ground and was so much injured as to cause his death in a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Littleworth, on the body of JAMES WARD, aged about 34, who was found drowned in the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal.  The deceased was a night watchman at the Canal.  No marks of violence appearing on his body, and no evidence to show how or by what means he fell in the water, the Jury returned a verdict, Found drowned.

   At the hundred of St Briavels, on the body of JAMES WARD, aged about 21, who was killed while at work in a coalpit, by a large quantity of earth and stone falling from the roof on his head and body.  Verdict Accidental Death.

   At the Infirmary, on the body of JOHN MAY, aged about 47.  The deceased was holding the reins while sitting driving a waggon on the road near Dursley, when, by a sudden jerk, he was thrown out of the waggon, when one of the wheels passed over his right arm.  He was immediately taken to the Infirmary, but was so much injured as to cause his death in a few days.  Verdict, Accidental death.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of JOHN REECE, aged about 61.  The deceased was ascending a ladder, carrying a bucket of water up to a scaffold at a house in High street, and just as he arrived at the top, in attempting to place the bucket on the scaffold he missed his hold, and fell to the ground, a ditsnace of about 40 feet.  He was immediately conveyed to the Dispensary, where it was found that several of his ribs were broken, and he was otherwise so much injured as caused his death in a short period.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Oct 27.

Nov 3. On Wednesday an inquest was taken in our City Gaol before A. WALKER, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of BENJAMIN PRICE, a prisoner convicted at the last Trinity Sessions of 

stealing poultry: the deceased had been infirm since his commitment, and, it being proved that every attention had been paid him which his unfortunate situation required, the Jury returned a verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

   And on Thursday, an inquest was held by the same Coroner on the body of MARY ANN PALMER, found dead in her bed: it appeared in evidence the deceased was a woman of very intemperate habits, and had gone to bed in a great state of intoxication, when she was seized with an attack of paralysis, in which she must almost immediately have died: the body was examined by a surgeon, and no marks of violence appearing, the Jury returned a verdict, Died from a paralytic seizure, brought on by excessive drinking.

Nov 10.  The following inquests have lately been held before WJ Ellis, Esq.  At Clifton, on  ROBT. FORD, found dead in a stone quarry: at Oldbury upon Severn, on ALFRED WEEKES, who was drowned whilst attending a fishery, in the night, at Oldbury Rocks; at Alvington, on AMY KITE, found dead in a dipping well; at St George’s, on SAMUEL THATCHER, killed by the breaking of a rope as he and three others were descending a coal pit.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Winterbourne, on GEORGE KNAPP, found dead in his bed.  Verdict, Died suddenly by the visitation of God.

   A young man, named DENNIS, belonging to the 17th Lancers, at present quartered in Wotton Underedge, in this county, having been placed in confinement, on Saturday last, for some trivial offence, deliberately shot himself in the side with a horse pistol.  He was removed to the hospital, where he lingered till Wednesday night, when he died.

   On Monday last, a poor man named JOSEPH TARRANT, descended into a large beer cask which was foul, at a Retail Brewery in Cheltenham, where he died in a few minutes by suffocation.

Nov 17.  SUICIDE.  A young girl, servant to Mr LANE, maltster, of Cirencester, was found dead in her bed on the 6th inst.  She had the evening before gone to a druggist’s shop and procured a large quantity of laudanum, which was swallowed on retiring to bed.  A verdict of felo de se was returned, and she was buried at night without the ritual of the church.

Nov 24.  INQUESTS.  A child, named BATTEN, about four years old, whose parents live in a cottage at Caolpit Heath, was so dreadfully burnt on Tuesday se’nnight, by his clothes taking fire during the temporary absence of his mother, as to cause his death in a few hours.

   A dreadful accident happened on Saturday se’nnight, at Mr EDWARDS’s Mill, at Hambrook, to a young man named THOMAS JONES, about twenty years of age, who had gone into the mill from curiosity, to see some repairs that were being made in the waterwheel, one of the arms of which caught him, and, crushing his head against the wall, he died in five minutes afterwards.  In each of the above cases, inquests were held before WJ Ellis, Esq. and verdicts of Accidental Death returned.

Dec 1.

Dec 8. A WORD TO THE WISE.  An instance of gross credulity occurred last week at North Nibley, which can scarcely be credited in this advancing age.  A poor child about a year old, sitting by the fire in her parent’s cottage, by some unfortunate accident fell forwards into the fire 

and was much burnt.  The mother was persuaded to take the poor infant to a “cunning woman” at Wotton Underdege, who, repeating some incantations, told her she need not seek any further assistance as she had “charmed it.”  The little sufferer gradually became worse, and notwithstanding medical assistance shortly afterwards died.  A Coroner’s inquest was held, and the Coroner very severely reprobated the cruel conduct of the mother and the witch, and expressed great regret he could not punish the latter.

   Inquests were held last week before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. at Coleford, on JOHN SMITH, killed in a coal pit by a quantity of rubbish falling on him.  At Westerleigh, on SETH DANDO, killed in a coal pit  by a large stone falling on his head as he was endeavouring to prop it.  At St George’s, on THOMAS HAYNES, drowned in the river near the Crew’s Hole.  Verdict in each case,  Accidental Death.

DREADFUL SUICIDE.

About ten o’clock on Monday night, a man named BERTHELIN, sixty two years of age, residing in Sydney street, Cheltenham, destroyed himself by putting the muzzle of a gun in his mouth, and discharging it.  We understand there is little doubt but he committed the dreadful act while under the influence of temporary derangement.

Dec 15.

Dec 22.  FATAL ACCIDENT.  We regret to state, that Mr RICHARD PINCOTT, of Little Sodbury House, on his return home from Wotton Underedge, on Thursday evening, was thrown from his horse, near Petty France, and killed on the spot.

Dec 29.   

