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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1751


1751

Jan 22.  Worcester, Jan 17.  And, last Friday in the Afternoon, as one Mr BUTLER, a Shopkeeper at Aston under the Hill, was returning from Evesham, both he and his Horse fell into Merry Brook, and were drown’d; and, when they were found, his and the Horse’s Head were close together.

Mar 5.  Gloucester, Mar 2.  Last Saturday Night a Fire broke out in the Stable of Farmer WHITE, at Apperley, in this County, occasioned by the Servants not taking proper Care of their Candle; when the Farmer, in endeavoring to free his Horses, which were six, from the Flames, was very much bruis’d by the falling in of the Building upon him, insomuch that he died the Morrow Evening.  Four of his Horses had got out, but his Attempt after the other two, which perished, prov’d thus unfortunate to him.  He has left a wife and four Children.

Mar 19.  Gloucester, Mar 16.  Yesterday was committed to our Castle ELIZABETH DUSNER, for the Murder of her Bastard Child.

Apr 2.  Gloucester, Mar 30.  Assizes.  ELIZABETH DURSNER, charg’d with the Murder of her Bastard Child.

    We hear from Ledbrook, in this County, that, on the 27th instant in the Morning, the Wife of SAMUEL RASNICK, belonging to the Forge at that Place, cut her Throat in so terrible a Manner, that, tho’ Mr STEEL, a Surgeon in Coleford, was sent for, who sew’d up the Wound, she expir’d in two Hours after.  This unhappy Woman and her Husband were Methodists; and, which is worthy Observation, they had but just been very earnest in their Devotions before she committed this rash Act.   She has left behind her Seven children, the last of which she lay in with about nine Weeks ago.

May 14.  Gloucester, May 11.  We hear from Ross, in this County, that on Monday evening last, as Mr BONNER, of the Marsh, near that Town, and some of his Neighbours, were returning from Dean Market, they took it into their Heads to try whose Horse could run fastest, when unhappily one of them, in endeavouring to get before Mr BONNER, so violently forc’d him and his Horse against a Tree, that he was thereby kill’d on the Spot.

May 21.  Gloucester, May 20.   Last Saturday Evening as Farmer ROBERTS, of Eldersfield, in Worcestershire, with some others, was returning home on Horseback from our Market, upon leaving the Turnpike at Over they set out full speed for a Wager agreed upon by them, and being come pretty near Maisemore Bridge, they were seen by a Boy thereon, who, to avoid any Misfortune that might happen to himself, entered one of the Nooks, but at whom Farmer 

ROBERTS’s Horse was so frighted, that he leap’d very violently against the opposite side, whereby the Farmer was unhappily thrown over his Head, and tho’ he had the Presence of Mind to hold the Bridle in his Hands, yet, before any Assistance could be given him, the Bridle slipp’d off the Horse’s Head, when he fell into the River and was drown’d; and Yesterday Morning he was taken up.  He has left behind a Wife and four Children.

May 28.  Gloucester, May 25.   The Account of Mr BONNER’s Death, inserted in our Journal of the 14th inst. is, we are assured, erroneous in that part relating to his being forc’d against a Tree by one of his Neighbours; it appearing since, that the  Person nearest him, when that melancholy Affair happen’d, was distant 10 or 12 Yards from him.

Jul 16.  Gloucester, Jul 13.  On Monday last one GOSLING, a Farmer’s Son near this City, and formerly an Exciseman, being disordered in his Senses, threw himself into the River Severn, and was drown’d.

This day some Fishermen took up with their nets at Minsterworth a Man’s Body, sew’d up in a Pack sheet, with a Stone put at each end to sink it.  ‘Tis said he was a weaver, and that he hang’d himself a few Days ago, for which he was deny’d Christian Burial, and therefore his Friends took the Method above mentioned for the Disposal of his Body.

Aug 20.  Gloucester, Aug 17.  Last night: Ostler & Dragoon, Inquest, Manslaughter.

               Bristol, Aug 10.  And the Next Day [last Tuesday] were committed to the said Gaol [Newgate] BETTY, alias ELIZABETH, BOWER, and MARY HORWOOD, being charged on Oath with having voluntarily and wilfully murdered a Male Infant, by throwing it over the Back into the River Avon.

Aug 27.  Bristol, Aug 17.  Suicide, by cutting throat, of Mr RICHARD IVY, Lt Half Pay RN, in the Bog House of a public house at Pill.

               Bristol, Aug 24.  ELIZABETH BOWYER, and MARY HORWOOD, indicted for murdering a Male Infant, were acquitted.

Sep 17.  Bristol, Sep 7.  Yesterday se’nnight, as the Son of Mr BRIGHT, a Brewer in this City, and two men, were standing on some Boards that were fasten’d on a Beam that lay a cross a Furnace, the Beam being rotten, and not able to support the weight of the three Persons, broke; by which accident they all fell into the Furnace, in which were about two Feet of boiling liquor, and Mr BRIGHT’s Son and one of the Men were dreadfgully scalded, but the other received little Hurt.  Mr BRIGHT’s Son, soon after falling into a violent Fever, liv’d till Monday, when he expir’d, to the 

inexpressible Grief of his disconsolate Parents, he being an only Child.  The Man continues in a dangerous Way.

Oct 1.  Bristol, Sep 22.   Last Saturday Night Mr RICHARD TYLER, some Time ago an eminent Grocer in this City, but retired from Business, died suddenly at his House on St Michael’s Hill.  He had been that Evening at a Club; and, soon after his Return home, he complain’d of a Pain in his Stomach, and expired instantly.

Nov 12.  Bristol, Nov 2.  A few Days ago the Body of the Huntsman belonging to his Grace the Duke of Beaufort was found drown’d in a Fish pond belonging to his Grace.  The Occasion of this Affair is variously related, his Cloaths, Hat and Wig, his Watch and 16 Guineas, lying by the side of the Fish Pond.  It is said he had lived in the Family upwards of 30 Years, and had, at the time of this accident, upwards of 1500 l. at use.

Dec 3.  Inquest by Edward Webb into the death of JOHN LAWRENCE, bagger, at Pucklechurch.  Lists the Jurors.

Dec 24.  Gloucester, Dec 23.   Last Monday were found murder’d, at Cut Mill, in the Parish of Westbury, the Wife of JOHN JONES, and his Neice, whilst he was at Mitchel Dean Market.  As no Body besides was in or near the House, ‘tis impossible as yet to get any certain Particulars in regard to the Murderer.  All, therefore, we can now assure our readers concerning this tragical Affair is, that the Woman receiv’d four Wounds, all on her Temples, and the Neice, seven, four on the Temples, one on her Forehead, and one on each Jaw; and that a Box was broken open by the villain, in Expectation of meeting with some Money, but there was none.                

