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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1764


1764

Jan 31.  Norton Burials.  John, son of Edmund & Hannah Ballinger, was drowned in a pool in ye garden near Cold Elm.

Mar 19.  On Wednesday last a boy [RICHARD CROARSE] who was riding on the shafts of a waggon, near the Dog at Over, fell down, and the wheels going over his head, he was killed on the spot.

May 28.  On Monday last WILLIAM WALTER, of Westerleigh, in this county, was committed to our castle, for killing one JAMES WALTER in a fray.

Jun 18.  On Tuesday last a little girl about ten years old, the daughter of a farmer at Longney, in this county, apprehensive of her mother’s correction, jumped out of a window, and running to a pond which was in the garden, threw herself in, and was drowned.

    On Wednesday last SARAH WORKMAN, of Bisley, was committed to our Castle by Mr Nayler, Coroner, for the wilful murder of her bastard child.  Upon her examination she confessed, that she was delivered on Saturday the 2nd instant, of a live male child, in the workshop of her own Father, who is a weaver; and that, when she cut the navel-string, the child fell into a hole under the loom, called by the weavers a truddle-pit; from thence she took it, wrapped in her petticoat, into the stable, and in endeavouring to climb into the tallet with the child in her lap, she fell down with it under her, by which means she says it was killed.  The child’s neck was dislocated, the left shoulder twisted off at the articulation, and the lower jaw fractured in a most violent manner.  The girl always denied being with child, ‘till the infant was discovered on Friday morning the 8th instant in the tallet, concealed under some hay.  She did not seem the least indisposed by her delivery, but went about her business as usual.

Jul 2.  Unnamed apprentice from Bath drowned at Lydney Park.

           The dreadful storm which fell on Saturday the 23d past did not extend to this city, but we are told it was very tremendous at a village near Sodbury, in this county, where a young woman [ANN WEBB?] and four cows were struck instantly dead by a most awful flash of lightning, in sight of several people making hay in an adjouining field.

Dec 31.  On Monday evening last Mr BUCHANAN, a Shopkeeper in Tewkesbury, missing his road in the dark, fell into a deep ditch near the Ferry-house at the Load, and was drowned.

