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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1775


1775

Jan 23.  Last week four young men of Awre, in this county, in a most shocking bravado, who could drink the greatest quantity of brandy, drank to such excess that one of them, whose name was HOPKINS, fell down dead on the spot, another is since dead, and the two others are not expected to recover.

Feb 6.  We hear from Newnham, that the tide on Wednesday morning was so high that it ran over the sea walls, and laid the low country on the Arlingham side all under water.  The weather was so very tempestuous that only one vessel upon the Severn dared to quit her moorings, a small sloop from Gatcombe to Frampton, laden with coals, and she was lost, with two men and a boy.  The poor men have left widows, one with five, the other with six children. --  Since receiving the above account we hear that another Gatcombe sloop was lost, and that she belonged to the owner of that before mentioned, one BARRETT, who, we are informed, by his double misfortune, is reduced to great distress.

May 1.  On Thursday last an inquest was taken before James Rudge, Gent. one of his Majesty’s Coroners for this county, on the body of the Rev. Mr. THOMAS NEWNHAM, who, on the 17th of March last, fell  into Pen Park Hole.  The jury brought in their verdict Accidental Death.  It must be great consolation to the deceased gentleman’s friends and relations that he is found, as it entirely contradicts the many false, ridiculous, and scandalous reports raised and propagated by the foolish, ignorant, and designing.  On Tuesday some gentlemen of Bristol went to Pen Park Hole to decide a wager, and a person going down discovered the body floating on the water.  It appears that Mr NEWNHAM had received a violent contusion of the back part of his head, and also broke one of his arms.

Jun 26.   At Greatten, near Winchcombe, a few days ago, as a child [ANN ROBERTS?] about two and a half years old was playing in the road, two waggons passing along, whilst their drivers staid behind drinking, went over the child, and the wheels severed its head from its body.  It might prevent many accidents if the penalty inflicted by Parliament on those drivers that ride upon, or leave their waggons whilst in the road, was constantly inflicted.

Aug 16.  Tetbury Burials.  Mary, dau. of John Barnfield, killed by a wagon.

Sep 4.  Cirencester, Aug 30.  Last night about four o’clock died, raving mad, WILLIAM MOSS, servant to DANIEL WEBB of Talton, in this county.  About the 18th of June last. he with several others in the parish were bitten by a mad dog, and all went to the salt water; nevertheless, last Sunday, MOSS discovered evident signs of the hydrophobia, and continued getting worse to the time of his death.

Oct 9.  n Wednesday morning last, MARY PARTRIDGE, a poor old woman of Maisemore, near 80 years of age, was found dead under a hayrick by the limekiln near the Westgate bridge.  Her cloaths were very much cut and torn; and from the situation in which the body was found, it was suspected that some villains had been offering violence to her, which was the cause of her death.  The rumour of a murder getting abroad, suspicion quickly fell on three labourers of this city, who were known sometimes to be out from their lodgings, and sleep at the Limekiln; and it appeared that they were all out very late that night; on which they were apprehended, and one of them, who is deaf and dumb, was brought before the Inquest; this fellow seemed greatly agitated, and by signs and motions made to some persons who had been long used to him, he discovered that they all three went to the kiln together, where they met the poor woman, when they laid hold of her, and took her up into a hayloft just by; and after forcing the woman against her consent, one of them dragged her by the legs down the steps from the loft, and left her where she was afterwards found dead.  The fellows are all committed to our Northgate Gaol.

Oct 16.  On Wednesday last five women were drowned near Beachley, in this county, in the cabin of the Bristol boat, which was overset in the passage to Chepstow.  The boat, cargo, and the people upon deck were saved.

   Thursday an inquest was taken by Mr Nayler, on the body of a labouring man in the parish of Westonbirt, who was found dead about five o’clock in the morning on the turnpike road between Tetbury and Didmarton, supposed to have been robbed, as the right side pocket of his breeches was turned inside outwards.  He was seen on Wednesday to offer himself at Tetbury mop for service, and likewise at several public houses with money in his pocket.  On view of the body his throat was found cut from ear to ear, and under the left ear was a most shocking wound which divided the bones of the neck, as also a large piece of skin under the left jaw cut off which was found by him.   No evidence appearing to prove the fact, the jury returned their verdict, Wilful Murder by a person or persons unknown.

  On Saturday a man, a native of Painswick, was apprehended upon the hue and cry in Bristol, and committed to the bridewell there, on suspicion of the above murder.  He denied the murder; but, as he was seen on Wednesday evening in company with the deceased at a public house near the place where the murder was committed, and there saw the poor man change a guinea, and when apprehended his cloaths and pockets were very bloody, and he had several shillings about him (besides buying himself a frock and stockings) although he declared at the public house he had but two pence; these circumstances make very strongly against him.  The man murdered had a wife and four children.

Oct 23.  On Friday last THOMAS HARMER was committed to our castle, for the murder of JOHN HAYWARD, at Westonbirt, as mentioned in our last.

Nov 27.  On Thursday last Mr Steel, Coroner, sat on the body of a young man, the only son of Mr COOK, of the Morewood, in this county, who was unfortunately drowned in the river Wye, by falling from one of the barges.

    Extract of a letter from Withington, Nov 20:  This morning a young woman of our parish (being to all appearances in perfect health, and busy at work) was so disturbed by a little trifling accident, that she peevishly cried out, I wish I was dead.   The words had no sooner escaped her lips than her wish had its full effect; and her passing bell is now tolling.  May this event furnish some useful inferences.

