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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1734


1734

Jul 9.  Bristol, Jul 6.  Last Sunday Morning one of the Serjeants belonging to Col. Montague’s Regiment, drown’d himself in Earl’s Meads River; his Hat and Coat he left on the Bank: The Reason of his committing this rash Act is not known, being well in his Senses, as thought, the Day before.

Sep 24.  Bristol, Sep 14.  THOMAS KITCHINGMAN, a Scotchman, SAMUEL OWEN, and THOMAS BADGER, three Centinels belonging to Col. Montague’s Regiment, lately in Quarters here, were indicted for murdering ROGER BARON, who kept a little Shop near the Pithay Gate, by striking him on the left side of the Head, and thereby fracturing his Skull, of which wound he died on the Spot, when KITCHINGMAN was found Guilty of the Murder, and OWEN and BADGER of Manslaughter.

   MARTHA MORGAN, for the Murder of her Female Bastard Child, by strangling it with a small Cord, and throwing it into a Bog house, of which she was found guilty.  Sentenced to Death.  (Also mentioned Sep 28 and Oct 1.)

Oct 8.  Bristol, Sep 27.  Yesterday about 11 o’Clock in the Forenoon, THOMAS KITCHINGMAN, and MARTHA MORGAN, were drawn from Newgate in a Mourning Coach with Four Horses, the the Place of Execution on St Michael’s Hill, attended by a Divine, the Sheriff, and all the City Constables, and a Great Concourse of People; before the Coach went a Cart with their Coffins.. They behaved with much Penitence; but KITCHINGMAN denied to the very last his being guilty of the Murder he was about to suffer for, affirming, that OWEN (indicted with him for the same Fact) was the Man that gave the Deceased the fatal Blow.  There seems to be something in this Matter to verify his assertion; for the Night OWEN was discharg’d, he fell on his Kness, and looking towards the Condemn’d Room, in Effect said, That he ought to be there in KITCHINGMAN’s Place, and hop’d that God would forgive him.  MARTHA MORGAN  confess’d the murdering her Female Infant; and after about an Hour’s Respite for their Devotion, the Cart drew away.  

   The Day before their Execution, MARTHA MORGAN sent a very melancholy Letter to the Father of the Child.

   Four Soldiers took Care of the Body of KITCHINGMAN, and convey’d it to St Michael’s Churchyard, where after being put in the Ground, they put Lime into the Coffin, and pour’d Water upon it, to prevent the Surgeons stealing the Body; and the Woman’s was deliver’d to her Brother.

Dec 24.  Gloucester, Dec 21.  On Thursday Night an Oyster Boat, bound for Worcester, was overset near our Bridge, and two young Men belonging to her drowned. 

