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Black Enclaves of Violence: Race and Homicide in Great Plains Cities, 1890-1920
After discovering high black homicide rates in Omaha, Nebraska, I decided to determine whether this was an anomaly or typical for Great Plains cities. In 1997 I conducted research in four Kansas counties that exhibited significant black population. This study ended with five data sets that survey homicide indictments in the Criminal Appearance Dockets in Shawnee, Leavenworth, Labette, and Mongtomery counties. Labette and Montgomery were more rural than Leavenworth and Shawnee.  The data proved to be uneven with indictment information available in all of the counties except Leavenworth. The data collected from that county came from the coroner’s inquest; the indictment rates could not be determined. None of the other counties had coroner’s records available for research. Originally I had intended to examine only four counties, but added Cherokee at the last minute because I had extra time. The data in that county, however, is less complete. My main concern was to examine indictment rates, not homicide rates. The data matched perfectly with Douglas County, Nebraska; homicide indictment rates averaged ten to eleven times higher than white rates with Coffeyville and Topeka paralleling Omaha. Since I was only interested in checking homicide indictment rates, the data is less complete compared to Douglas County, Nebraska. Nevertheless, it is instructive when compared with the earlier data.
The files are named INDCHEROKEE, INDLABETTE, HOMLEAVEN, INDMONTGOM, and IND SHAWNEE.

HOMICIDE CODE SHEET

KANSAS COUNTIES
CODEBOOK

VAR

VAR LABEL

CODING KEYS

1

VICTIM
_______________________________________

2

PERP

_______________________________________

3

CRIMADD
_______________________________________

4

YEAR 







__________

5

MONTH

99=UNKN




__________

6

DAY


99=UNKN




__________

7

DAYOFWEEK
1=MONDAY ETC



__________

8

TIME


1=12 NOON-3PM  2=3-6PM  3=6-9PM

4=9-12 MID  5=12MID-3AM  6=3-6AM

7=6-9AM  8=9-12 NOON  9=UNKN
__________

9

COUNTY

1=SHAWNEE  2=LEAVENWORTH

3=LABETTE  4=MONTGOMERY

5=CHEROKOEE



__________

10

VICSEX

1=MALE 2=FEMALE


__________

11

VICRACE

1=WH 2=HISP 3=IND 4=OR 5=BLK
__________

12

VICAGE

99=UNKN




__________

13

VICDRINK

1=YES 2=NO 3=OTHER DRUGS 3=UNKN












__________

14 

VICOCCUP

99=UNKN




__________

15 

PERPSEX

1=MALE 2=FEMALE


__________

16

PERPRACE 

1=WH 2=HISP 3=IND 4=OR 5=BLK
__________

17

PERPAGE

99=UNKN




__________

18

PERPDRINK

1=YES 2=NO 3=OTHER DRUGS 9=UNKN












__________

19

PERPOCCUP
99=UNKN




__________

20

WEAPON

1=HANDGUN 2=OTHER GUN 

3=KNIFE/SHARP INST 4=HANGING 

5=DRUGS 6=BLUNT INST 7=FISTS

8=OTHER 9=UNKN



__________

21

RELATIONSHIP
1=ACQUAINTED 2=STRANGERS 3=MARRIED



4=RELATED 5=LIVED TOGETHER 9=UNKN

__________

22

LOCATION

1=VIC/HOME CITY 2=VIC/HOME RURAL

3=STREET 4=SALOON 5=WORK 6=PERP HOME

7=BROTHEL 8=FARM 9=RR 10=CTY ROAD

11=OTHER BLDG 99=UNKN

__________

23

CAUSE

1=DOMESTIC 2=QUARREL 3=BRAWL

4=LYNCH MOB 5=KILLED BY POLICE 

6=KILLED POLICE 7=ROBBERY 

8=ABORTION 9=UNKN


__________

24

CORONERED
1=YES 2=NO 9=UNKN


__________

25

INDICTED

1=YES 2=NO 9=UNKN


__________

26

CASE NO







__________

27

INDICTDATE
YEAR/MONTH/DAY


__________

28

CRIME

1=MURDER 2=MANSL


__________

29

PLEA


1=G 2=NG 3=BARGAIN 9=UNKN
__________

30

VERDICT

1=G 2=NG 3=DISM 4=HUNG JURY

5=INSANE 9=UNKN


__________

31

GUILTYOF

1=1ST 2=2ND 3=MANSL 9=UNKN
__________

32

SENTENCE

1=1-5 YRS 2=6-10 YRS 3=11-20 YRS

4=21+ 5=LIFE 6=INSANE 7=DEATH 

9=UNKN




__________

33

TRIALS

N=  1 DIGIT




__________

SPECIAL REMARKS

