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BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION

Publications based on Historical Violence Database data collections should acknowledge those sources by means of bibliographic citations. To ensure that such source attributions are captured for social science bibliographic utilities, citations should appear in footnotes or in the reference section of publications. The bibliographic citation for this data collection is:

Mullen, Kevin, SAN FRANCISCO HOMICIDES, 1849-2003 (Computer file). Historical Violence Database. Novato, CA (producer), 2005. Columbus, OH: Criminal Justice Research Center, Ohio State University (distributor), 2005.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON USE OF HISTORICAL VIOLENCE DATABASE RESOURCES

To provide funding agencies with essential information about use of archival resources and to facilitate the exchange of information about HVD participants' research activities, users of HVD data are requested to send to HVD bibliographic citations for each completed manuscript or thesis abstract. Please indicate in a cover letter which data were used.

DATA DISCLAIMER

The original collector of the data, HVD, and the relevant funding agencies bear no responsibility for uses of this collection or for interpretations or inferences based upon such uses.
RESTRICTIONS

None. The data are public information and are for public use.  They are compiled from public sources.

DATA COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

Kevin J. Mullen, San Francisco Homicides, 1849-2003 (HVD June 2005)

There has been little research on United States homicide rates from a long-term perspective, primarily because there has been no consistent data series on a particular place preceding the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), which began its first full year in 1931. To fill this research gap, this project created a data series that spans two centuries on homicides in the city of San Francisco. The goal was to create a site-specific, individual ​based data series that could be used to examine major social shifts

related to homicide, such as mass immigration, urban growth, war, demographic changes, and changes in laws and law enforcement.
Because San Francisco’s early court and police records were lost in the earthquake of 1906, the data for the early years are compiled from newspapers.  For later years, the data are compiled from the records of homicide investigations by the San Francisco Police Department.
UNIVERSE: All homicides in San Francisco between 1849 and 2003.
SAMPLING: Not applicable.

NOTE: (1) A detailed list of the sources used to create the data files can be found in Mullen (2005).  (2) The codebook is provided by HVD as a WORD (DOC) file.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

Mullen, Kevin J. (1989) Let Justice Be Done: Crime and Politics in Early San Francisco. Reno: University of Nevada Press.

Mullen, Kevin J. (2005) Dangerous Strangers: Minority Newcomers and Criminal Violence in the Urban West, 1850-2000. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Codebook for HVD June 2005
San Francisco Homicides, 1849-2003
NAME

VARIABLE
Time and Place

MONTH

Month of death

DAY


Day of death

YEAR


Year of death

CITY


City of death

LOCATION

Location of homicide within the city

Relationship between Victim and Suspect
VICTIM

Name of victim

SUSPECT

Name of suspect

CIRCUMSTANCES
Circumstances or causes of homicide.  Free form.

Sometimes this variable contains police jargon which needs to be translated.  For instance, the notation “sus 801” means that the perpetrator committed suicide after committing the crime.

COMMENT

Disposition of case, etc.  Free form.

Codebook for HVD June 2005

San Francisco Homicides, 1849-2003 (Con’t)
NAME

VARIABLE
Suspect Characteristics

SRACE

Suspect race

1
White



2
Asian



3
Black



4
Other (includes American Indian)



5
Unknown



6
Unclear

SETHNICITY

Suspect ethnicity

The first three categories were used in an attempt, not completely successful, to break out different sub-groups from the British Isles.

1
Irish/Irish



2
English/Irish



3
Scots/Irish



4
Latino



5
Chinese



6
South East Asian



7
Filipino



8
Japanese



9
Other Asian or Pacific Islander (including Samoan and Korean)



10
Other / Native American



11
Unknown or unclear

SGENDER

Suspect gender

1
Male

2
Female

3
Unknown

SAGE


Suspect age

Codebook for HVD June 2005

San Francisco Homicides, 1849-2003 (con’t)
NAME

VARIABLE
Victim Characteristics

VRACE

Victim race


(Same codes as SRACE)

VETHNICITY
Victim ethnicity

(Same codes as SETHNICITY)

VGENDER

Victim gender


(Same codes as SGENDER)

VAGE


Victim age

Weapons, Injuries, and Judicial Outcomes
WEAPON

(verbal format)

Sources
SOURCE1
SOURCE2

