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1874

Nov. 17th. (2)  The Court of Censorate forwards another appeal lodged on behalf of a woman of the Yu-hang District in Chekiang, complaining that her husband has been falsely accused of murdering a man named Koh P’in-lien, the accuser being his wife, who had in reality poisoned him herself.  Appellant’s husband having been apprehended on this false charge, has been compelled under torture to confess the act.  A previous appeal has already been lodged and referred back for a fresh enquiry; but the Prefect has slurred over the affair.

Referred in the usual manner.

1875

May 29th.  (2) An Edict, in reference to a case of considerable present public interest at Hangchow.  Information has been tendered by a certain person, that, at a re-trial of an important case, the judges sitting have been guilty of connivance and condonement.  The informant states that a woman, Koh-pi, poisoned her husband, Koh-ping, and falsely accused a Chu-jin (2nd literary degree), Yang Nai-ou, of being party to the crime, from adulterous intentions.  The Governor, Yang Chong-yuh, deputed an official to re-hear the case, when she made a true deposition, and acknowledged the accusation to be false; but, severe torture being applied, she was coerced into repeating in Court her original accusation; that the woman still firmly declares Yang Nai-ou had no concern with the murder, and that she was induced by others, who had an enmity with Yang Nai-ou to, involve him by an unfounded statement, &c., &c.  The circumstances of this case are of the greatest gravity, and it behoves that a sifting investigation be made, in order to procure a just verdict, and that an innocent man be cleared of an injurious charge.  Wu Shui-chien is hereby commanded to arraign before him the parties to and witnesses in the case, and with justness and severity to investigate the real circumstances. “As the water falls the stone will appear.”  Let there be no shelter given to colleagues in office.  And let not the case be patched up, and the sitting judge thereby render himself guilty of misdemeanour.

Nov. 13th.  (1) A decree based on the report made by the vice-President Hu Jui-lan, who was specially appointed to examine the case of a woman of the Yu-hang district of Cheh-kiang, on a charge preferred against her of having poisoned her husband and of falsely accusing a Ku jen graduate named Yang Nai-wu, with whom she had indulged in adulterous intercourse, of complicity in the crime.  A supervising Censor named Wang Shu-jui had memorialized on this case, stating that the judicial officers of the Province had unjustly confirmed the finding of the court of first instance.  It is now ascertained that Yang Nai-wu was in fact a party to the murder of her husband by the woman Koh Pih-she, and a sentence has been pronounced in conformity with the law.  It is further declared that in the original decision of the case, no departure from the law, in the shape of either undue leniency or severity, is chargeable to the judicial functionaries concerned.  In compliance with the memorialist’s request, the Board of Punishment is directed to consider and report upon the case, and also with reference to a rule which it is proposed shall be promulgated throughout the Empire, enjoining greater explicitness in reports made with reference to criminal trials, especially in respect of any discrepancies between the statements made in the complains lodged and the facts elicited on trial.

Nov. 15th.  A decree in reply to a memorial from the supervising Censor Pien Pai-ts’uan, who has alleged that the recent examination by a special Commissioner, Ho Jui-lan, into the case of a murder of a husband in Chehkiang was not satisfactorily performed, and has requested that the case be brought before the Board of Punishments.  The record of the proceedings taken before Ho Jui-lan, who was strictly commanded to allow no favouritism towards brother officials to influence his judgement, has already been forwarded to the Board of Punishments, and if any attempt at screening improper actions has been made, detection cannot fail to ensue.  The request made that the entire case be brought up for trial before the Board of Punishments is contrary to all precedent, and is rejected.

Nov. 30th.  The whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied with the memorial from Hu Jui-lan, the Literary Examiner of the Province of Chekiang, furnishing the result of his judicial investigation into the case of the murder of Koh P’in-lien by his wife, as a consequence of her adulterous connection with a Kujen graduate named Yang Nai-wu, which the memorialist was specially commissioned to undertake when the previous judgment on the part of the provincial authorities was appealed against at Peking.  The facts of the case appear to be as follows:  Koh P’in-lien was himself a graduate of the Kujen degree, but was employed as an assistant in a bean-curd shop at Yu-hang, of which place all the parties to the case were natives.  Yang Nai-wu having part of a house to let, Koh and his newly-married wife moved into it temporarily in 1872; and Yang availed himself of his proximity to establish an illicit intercourse with the wife, whom he irritated against her husband by dwelling upon the indignity of his walk in life.

   The woman finally consented to rid herself of her husband by poison, under promise that Yang would afterwards marry her, and in any case hold her harmless.  When returning from the examinations at Hang-chow in 1873, he bought at a certain druggist’s shop a  quantity of arsenic, under the false pretext of requiring it to poison rats, and gave it secretly on the 24th November to Koh’s wife.  On the 28th of the same month, Koh having desired the woman to make him a decoction of dried lungan and ginseng, which he was in the habit of taking for attacks of gout, she seized the opportunity of mixing the poison with this draught, and after taking it, Koh was seized with deadly vomiting, of which he shortly afterwards died.  His mother, having occasion to suspect foul play, reported the case to the Magistracy, and on an inquest being held, death from poison was proved.

   The wife upon this confessed that she had poisoned her husband at the instigation of her paramour Yang, and the parties were hereupon confronted.  Yang denied the charge, and brought forward persons to prove that he had not commenced his journey back to Yu-yang until the 24th November, in order to upset the charge of having purchased the arsenic on that day.  Numerous attempts were made, both in the province and at Peking, to disconnect him from the affair, but the judgment now submitted is that the woman be sliced to death (ling ch’e) under the statute providing the penalty in cases of the present kind; that Yang Nai-wu, under the statute providing for the case of a paramour who instigates a woman to murder her husband, be decapitated summarily after sentence pronounced; that the druggist by whom the arsenic was sold receive eighty blows under the statute providing this penalty in the case of persons who, in greed of gain, sell a poison without enquiry into the antecedents of the purchaser, and thus contribute to the taking of life; and that other minor punishments be inflicted upon individuals concerned in the later complications of the case.

Dec. 2nd.  (2) The Censor Pien Pai-ts’uan memorializes attacking Hu Jui-lan, Literary Examiner of Chehkiang, in connection with his recent report of his judicial re-investigation of the murder of Koh P’in-lien by his wife.  Adverse comments, he states, have been in circulation for some time past, before the appearance of the decree announcing Hu Jui-lan’s report.  It has been bruited about that the Literary Examiner is on excellent terms with the Governor of Chehkiang, and while affecting outwardly an appearance of stern integrity, he is in reality guided by partial considerations.  Far from giving judgment in the matter as equity demands, it was prophesied he would be sure to uphold the sentence previously delivered.  These suppositions are now found to tally with the memorial which is acknowledged in the recent decree.  The Censor, while avowing his own inability to declare whether Yang Nai-wu has been unjustly dealt with, and whether there has been any undue action with a view to screen the Courts which originally dealt with the question, remarks that is has become a matter of wellnigh invariable precedent that no provincial judgment should ever be disturbed on appeal to Peking.  Hu Jui-lan, moreover, as Literary Examiner of Chehkiang, could do no otherwise when charged with this enquiry, than act through the very provincial officials who were previously concerned in the case.  His position was different from that of a High Commissioner attended by his own staff.  Entreaty is therefore made that a fresh trial be ordered to be undertaken by the Board of Punishments.

For rescripts see Gazettes of Nov. 15th and 27th.

1877

Jan. 5th.  (1) The Governor of Chehkiang memorializes reporting a further stage in the proceedings in connection with the alleged case of murder of a husband, which has been removed to Peking for investigation (see Gazettes of Nov. and Dec. 1875.)  A decree was issued on the 2nd November, 1876, directing, at the instance of the Board of Punishments, the actual remains of the deceased man, Koh P’in-lien, to be forwarded to Peking for examination; and, in conformity with this injunction, the coffin containing the remains has been verified, sealed up, and forwarded to the capital.  On arrival there, it is to be deposited at a temple outside the East Gate.  The District Magistrate of Yu-hang, who has been suspended from his office, is likewise ordered to Peking.

Jan. 29th. (1) A Decree.  The Board of Punishments memorializes Us reporting the results which have been placed beyond doubt by a fresh inquest instituted in a capital case.  In the matter of the decease of the man Koh P’in-lien, a denizen of the Yu-hang district in Chehkiang, it was declared on the inquest originally held by the District Magistrate that the death of Koh P’in-lien had been caused by the administration of poison.  It has now been ascertained, on the renewed inquest instituted by the Board, that the death was positively due to natural causes and not to poison.  We command that Liu Sih-tung, the Magistrate of the Yu-hang District, who has returned a false verdict at an inquest held by him, be forthwith stripped of his rank; and we at the same time command the Board of Punishments to summon before it the witnesses in this case, and to ascertain by process of trial whether the proceedings at the investigation held in the provincial court were wilfully misconducted---what was the nature of the complaint which caused the death of Koh P’in-lien,---and for what reasons the wife of the deceased, Koh Pi-she, and the other prisoners, have falsely confessed the commission of the crime with which they are charged; on which being done, the Board is to pronounce sentence and lay a report of its decision before Us.

Feb. 8th & 9th. (1) A decree in reply to a memorial from the Censor Wang Hin, who has solicited the severe punishment of high officials guilty or arbitrary conduct and corrupt partiality in adjudicating a criminal case of a serious nature.  The Censor has stated that, in the case concerning the decease of Koh P’in-lien, a native of the district of Yu-hang in Chehkiang, the law has been set at nought from motives of corrupt partiality, and depositions have been fabricated by the Governor of the Province, Yang Ch’ang-sun, before whom the case was tried in the first instance, and by the Literary Chancellor Hu Jui-lan, who held a subsequent trial on appeal, and he entreats a rescript awarding severe punishment in their case.

   In a matter so grave as a judicial inquiry affecting questions of life and death, there can be no more obvious duty on the part of judges, or of high officers specially appointed to investigate the case, than that of bringing the most earnest efforts to bear upon the process of trial, to the end that the objects of impartial justice may be secured.  Cases such as that at present in question are exceedingly numerous throughout the Empire; and the elucidation of the actual facts must depend entirely upon the thoroughness with which the officials placed in the position of judges devote themselves to the task of scrutiny.  In no wise is it admissible that they should choose to palter with the truth and to trifle with a question of life and death.  In the present case, a further inquest has already been held by the Board of Punishments, from which it has appeared that the depositions taken at the original trial were in great measure devoid of foundation.  Let the Board of Punishments now institute a searching investigation, with a view to eliciting the reasons which led to the want of good faith in the conduct of the original trial, in order that the actual facts may be discovered without the slightest evasion or concealment.  Our pleasure shall be further declared with reference to the penalties incurred by Yang Ch’ang-sun and Hu Jui-lan, when the case shall have been finally disposed of by the Board of Punishments.
Feb. 16th & 17th. (8)  The Board of Punishments memorializes reporting the result of the farther trial and new inquest held in the case of Koh P’in-lien, alleged to have been poisoned by his wife Koh Pih-she.  In obedience to the commands received in this case the Board had summoned before it the Magistrate of the Yu-hang district, Liu Sih-tung, who acknowledged that [at the first inquest held by him] owing to momentary negligence, he had not made use of the extract of tsao kioh (Gleditschia) and cleansed the silver probing needle.  The Board father addressed a communication to the Governor-General of Chihli, requesting him to place at their disposal an experienced examiner of corpses; but to this request a reply was received stating that no specially qualified person of this class was to be found in the province.  The Board consequently selected an experienced examiner from among those at present in Peking, and proceeded on the 22nd January to hold an inquest on the remains of the deceased, in the Hai Hwei Temple outside the East Gate of the city.  In the presence of the principal accused person, Koh Pi-she, the mother of the deceased, Shen Yu-she, the neighbours Wang and Yu, the Magistrate and examiner who had held the original inquest, and the police authorities of the suburbs, the coffin containing the remains of Koh P’in-lien was carried forth and deposited upon a clear and level space of ground, where it was opened.

   On examination, it was seen that the fleshy integument of the body had perished by decomposition, and orders were thereupon given to take out the bones and subject them to the tests prescribed by rule.  The examiners Sun I and Lien Shun shouted forth, upon this, the following report:---

“We find in the remains of Koh P’in-lien that there is no reddish exfoliation on the surface of the skull; that the upper and lower bones of the mouth, the teeth, jawbones, hands, feet, fingers, toes, nails, and joints, are all of a yellowish-white colour; it is only in the neighbourhood of the sternum that a darkish yellow is seen, which is due to infiltration of the blood; throughout the remainder of the body the bones, of all sizes, are of a yellowish-white, shewing no signs of the effect of poison; and out verdict is that death in this case was caused by disease and not by poison.”

   The Board has to observe hereupon that on reference to the records of this case, it appears that the District Magistrate of Yu-hang rendered it as his verdict at the first inquest that the deceased came by his death from the effects of poison---a statement altogether at variance with the result of the present inquest.  The examiners Sun I and Lien Shun declare that, had poison been present in the system, the jaws, breast bone, hands, and feet, should present a greenish-black colour, whereas the colour now observed is yellowish white.  This proves that death was due to ordinary disease.  Their declaration is in accordance with the statements of the Si Yuan Luh (Coroners’ Manual.)  The colour declared by the said examiners having been verified by close inspection on the part of the Board, together with the District Magistrate and the examiner employed at the original inquest, the official form of inquest-finding was drawn up on the spot, and written declarations taken from the examiners, witnesses, and police-officials present at the proceedings.  The District Magistrate Liu Sih-tung farther made statement under his own hand to the following effect:---

“At the inquest held by me in the first instance, the examination made of the remains was inaccurate, owing to decomposition having set in; and the fact of blood issuing from the mouth and nostrils, and of greenish-black blisters being observed on the surface of the body, was taken as a proof that red arsenic had been taken.  On the present examination being held, at which I have personally assisted, it has been proved that deceased came by his death not through poison but from the effects of disease.  This I have ascertained by ocular demonstration, and I have nothing to say to the contrary.”

These proceedings having been completed, the Board caused the remains to be restored to the coffin, which, having been sealed up once more, was handed back to the custody of the police authorities.

   The Board has farther to request that the District Magistrate Liu Sih-tung, who is guilty of having returned an untruthful finding at an inquest, be stripped of his rank by decree; and a farther trial shall be proceeded with to ascertain whether any wilful malpractices were indulged in during the earlier stages of the judicial enquiry, as also to elicit the nature of the disease of which Koh P’in-lien in reality died, and for what reasons Koh Pi-she and the other prisoners have made false confessions of the commission of crime.  This having been done, sentences will be submitted according to the law.  The present memorial is on the meanwhile laid before the Throne.

For rescript see Gazette of 29th January.

Mar. 19th.  The Censor Wang Hin memorializes that severe punishment be inflicted upon the high authorities of the province of Chehkiang, for their misconduct in connection with the trial of the wife of Koh P’in-lien for the alleged murder of her husband.  Referring to the decree published on the 28th February, in which the report of the Board of Punishments on its enquiry into the case is commented upon, the Censor gives utterance to the surprise with which he is filled at the duplicity, partiality, and disregard for the interests of justice which have been manifested by the authorities through whose hands the trial has proceeded.

   As regards the District Magistrate, Liu Sih-tung, who has involved an innocent women in a network of misrepresentation, proving her guilty of causing the death of a person who in reality died from natural causes, and forcing her to confess a crime the penalty for which is execution in its most dreadful form, the guilt with which he is laden admits, plainly, of no exculpation.

   What the Censor finds more difficult to comprehend, is that men filling such high offices of State as the Provincial Governor, Yang Ch’ang-sun, and the Literary Chancellor, Hu Jui-lan, should have consented to become his abettors as they have done.  When commanded to undertake a rehearing of the case, not only did Hu Jui-lan devote all his efforts towards extorting a confession, showing himself fearful only lest the previous judgment should be disturbed, but in his successive memorials to the Throne he actually ventured to express himself in terms of irritation, shewing himself stubborn and self-opinionated to the end.

     The Governor Yang Ch’ang-sun, again, when ordered by decree to send up the parties to the case for further trial at Peking, openly signified his disapproval, and on the plea of the necessity for supplying the evidence of all the parties, sent up a crowd of prisoners, with no other result than that of causing widespread inconvenience.  What he plainly intimated was that the Board of Punishments had no right to apply for the removal of the venue to Peking, and that his Majesty should not have acceded to the request when made.  

   That Hu Jui-lan and Yang Ch’ang-sun should have ventured to act as they have done, the memorialist can only account for on the ground of the Government being in the hands of their Majesties the Empresses as Regents, the Emperor having acceded to the Throne while yet of tender age, and not as yet having reached the period for assuming the control of affairs in person.  The flagrant audacity they have shewn in contempt for the law and in deceit toward their sovereign can only be ascribed to such a cause.  This being the character of their offence, it is impossible to suppose that their punishment can be based on mere ordinary rules, such as apply in cases of undue severity, whether wilful or due to oversight alone, and in which execution of the individual whose trial is in question may or may not have taken place.  

   The memorialist reflects that there has not been a single instance, of late years, of an appeal to Peking resulting in a simple reversal of the judgment of the court below; the Governors-General and Governors, although well aware that injustice has been done, simply closing the case with a report to the Throne that “a groundless appeal has been lodged under mistaken impressions.”  Moreover, when Imperial Commissioners are seen to be despatched on special missions of enquiry, they constantly explain points of serious importance to be mere trifles, and then proceed to refine away these trifles into absolute nonentity.  These long standing practices of wrongdoing from interested motives have grown to be an unalterable routine.  The only exception to be noted is the case of the [outrages] at Tung-hiang, in Sze-ch’wan, in which the acting Governor-General, after denying the culpability of the accused officials in the first place, subsequently came forward to make confession spontaneously (see Gazette of Jan. 4); and had not the present case already occurred, there can be little doubt that fraud and misrepresentation would have been clung to [in the Sze-ch’wan affair] to the end. The memorialist feels bound to urge that rigorous punishment be denounced by public decree upon the two high officials whom he inculpates.

   A rescript postponing father decision until after receipt of the Board of Punishment’s final report, has already appeared.

Mar. 30th.  (1) A decree referring to the antecedent history of the murder case in Chehkiang, from the first representation made two years ago by the Censor Wang Shu-jui, at whose instance the Literary Chancellor Hu Jui-lan was commanded to institute a new trial, to the recent report from the Board of Punishments invalidating all the  results previously obtained, and the memorial from the Censor Wang Hin (see Gazette of 19th inst.), accusing the high provincial authorities of acting under the influence of corrupt partiality.  In obedience to the commands issued, the Board of Punishments has now handed in the report of its decision in the matter, stating that the Magistrate of the Yu-hand District, Liu Sih-tung, having come to the erroneous decision that the death of Koh P’in-lien had been caused by poison, extracted an imaginary confession by torture from the wife of the deceased, Koh Pi-she, and from Yang Nai-wu, to the effect that they had conspired, in consequence of an adulterous connection, to make away with Koh P’in-lien, upon which they were unjustly sentenced to suffer the heaviest penalty of the law.

   Conduct such as this reaches the utmost limits of misconduct.  We decree that, in conformity with the sentence submitted by the Board, the delinquent be transported to the province of the Amur, under the severer form imposed by law, to redeem his offence by his exertions, and that he be debarred from the privilege of compounding for a pecuniary mulct.

   We further decree that the following officials be stripped of their tank, viz: the late Prefect of Hangchow Fu, Ch’en Lu-yu, for his failure to become apprised in any way concerning the erroneous finding arrived at on an inquest by a District Magistrate within his jurisdiction, and that, without eliciting the actual facts by investigation, he presented a careless report to his superiors, shewing himself thereby to be neglectful of the interests of life and death;  the Prefect of Ning-Po Fu, Pien Pao-hien; the district Magistrate of Kia-hing, Lo Tsze-shen; the expectant District Magistrates, Ku Teh-heng and Kung She-t’ung, for that in their proceedings when engaged in the trial of this case, they failed to make thorough investigation of the facts, and formulated their sentence in an inconsiderate manner; and furthermore, the expectant District Magistrate Cheng Sih-kao, for that, when appointed by the Governor of the province to make secret enquiries, he returned an equivocal report.

   The Governor, Yang Ch’ang-sun, who forwarded his regulation report to Peking on receipt of the statement of the provincial courts, not only failed to discover for himself the facts of the injustice perpetrated, and, on appeal having been lodged and further trial held, shewed himself again incapable of causing redress to ensure, but also, when a Decree had been issued handing the case over to the Literary Chancellor Hu Jui-lan for additional re-investigation, remonstrated declaring that the judges who had dealt with the case had used no rigorous methods of torture to extract confessions, has shewn himself actuated by a desire to shield his subordinates from the consequences of wrongful acts, and he is in even a still greater degree deserving of blame.

   As for the conduct of Hu Jui-lan, in failing to elicit the actual groundwork of fact and to hold a fresh inquest when, on presiding at a new trial, he found that the particulars elicited were at variance with those originally reported to the Throne, in lieu of which he memorialized without regard to accuracy, declaring the proceedings closed, he has shewn himself conspicuously unfitted for his trust.

   Let Yang Ch’ang-sun and Hu Jui-lan be forthwith stripped of their rank in the public service.  As regards the remainder of the sentences propounded by the Board, let the case be concluded as is proposed.

   In matters so grave as those involving questions of life and death, the nature of the sentence, whether lenient or severe, is altogether dependent upon the degree of thoroughness with which the presiding judges devote themselves to the elucidation of the facts.  Their object should be to avoid unjust severity on the one hand and culpable laxity on the other.  In the present case of the death of the man Koh P’in-lien, two lives have come near to the sad fate of being involved in a most wrongful infliction of the extreme penalty of the law, in consequence of the disregard for the truth shewn by the Governor of the province and the other functionaries concerned in their conduct of the trial, and the determination shown from first to last to shield the perpetrators of injustice.

   Let the Governors-General and Governors of all the provinces henceforward know that it is incumbent upon them to impress upon their subordinates the duty of conducting trials in the most painstaking manner, making it their object to establish a truthful record of the facts and to mete out penalties which are adequate and fitting.  Let there be not the slightest approach to remissness or inconsiderate proceedings, in order that the Sovereign’s earnest desire for the careful discharge of the functions of the criminal law may be duly supported.
Apr. 12th.  The Board of Punishments memorialize reporting the conclusion arrived at in the case of the woman Koh Pih-she, charged, together with her alleged paramour Yang Nai-wu, with the murder of her husbands Koh P’in-lien by arsenic poisoning.  The following is a summary of the facts represented by the Board, after a recital of the tenour of the decrees under which the recent proceedings in this cause celebre have been instituted.

   The deceased, Koh P’in-lien, was a native of the district of Yu-hang, in Chehkiang, where he married, in April, 1872, a woman surnamed Pih, whose father was dead, and whose mother had become the wife of a man named Yu K’ing-tien.  A month after his marriage, Koh P’in-lien moved into a house belonging to the provincial graduate Yang Nai-wu, who shared part of the dwelling with him.  He himself was employed in a bean-curd factory; and his mother, who had also married a second time, lived apart from his household.  Towards the middle of the ensuing autumn, Koh’s suspicions of his wife’s fidelity were aroused through his seeing her continually in Yang Nai-wu’s company; and he sought to assure himself of what was going on by listening at the window-sill, but he was able to hear nothing beyond Yang Nai-wu instructing his wife in the text of the Classics.

   He complained, however, to his mother-in-law and her husband; and his mother-in-law, having visited the house and seen her daughter taking her meals in company with Yang Nai-wu, was unable to divest herself of the suspicions she had formed.  As she spoke of these to outsiders, the matter became a subject of common gossip in the neighbourhood.  At the advice of his relatives, Koh moved in July, 1873, from Yang Nai-wu’s dwelling to another house, belonging to a cousin of his wife’s step-father, named Wang Sin-pei, who himself lived next door.  This man kept an active watch, but at no time saw any visits paid to the house by Yang Nai-wu.  On the 15th October following, Koh scolded and beat his wife on account of his dinner being behindhand, and she, in a fit of disgust, cut her hair short and vowed that she would enter a nunnery. The mother, mother-in-law, and other relatives, hearing of the quarrel, came one after another to the house, and on Koh Pih-she’s mother angrily exclaiming that things should not have reached such a pass for so trifling a matter, and the mother of Koh himself blaming his conduct, he replied, this being the first occasion of such a remark, that he had taken this opportunity of venting his displeasure on account of the affair with Yang Nai-wu.

  On the 26th November he was taken ill, with a complaint to which he was liable, and two days afterwards he was seen by the neighbour returning home shewing signs of ague.  The ti-pao Wang Lin saw him stop at a cake-vendor’s shop and buy a dumpling, after eating which he was seized with vomiting.  He returned to his house, and, feeling very weak, desired his wife to take 1,000 cash to her father-in-law and request him to buy certain medicines for him.  His wife’s mother paid him a visit forthwith, and found him lying very ill in bed, shivering and vomiting, after which she returned home.  His wife, alarmed by a choking sound in his throat, called out to him, but white froth issued from his lips and he was unable to utter a word.  In her alarm, she screamed to the neighbours, who hurried in, and she entreated them to fetch her own and her husband’s mother, which they did; but all their endeavours, aided by the advice of a medical practitioner who was called in, proved fruitless, and the patient died towards evening.

   His mother attended to the preparations for interment of the corpse, and expressed no doubt of his having died of the violent fever with which his illness was at the time identified.  It was only when a rumour was set afloat the next day, through the deceased’s foster mother, of his having been poisoned, that his mother was led to suspect, from this fact and the speedy decomposition of the remains which set in, that he had been foully dealt with; and she lodged a complaint at the district Magistracy, calling for an inquest.

   The district Magistrate complied with this application, and the condition of the remains was such as to lead the examiner of corpses to suspect the agency of poison.  He was inclined to believe that opium had been the cause of death, owing to the absence of rigidity in the corpse; but one of the Magistrate’s underlings having observed, in adherence to the mistaken theory of Ch’en Chuh-san, that death from opium poisoning can scarcely occur except when the drug has been taken by the individual of his own accord, the examiner was led to believe, from the livid blisters observed on the abdomen, that the cause of death was poisoning by arsenic.  Whilst arguing the point, he omitted to cleanse the silver probing-needle with the decoction of Gleditschia; and being unable to feel positive what poison had been employed, he declared ambiguously that “death had been caused by poison.”

   The Magistrate hereupon interrogated the relatives of the deceased, and the neighbours, none of whom knew anything respecting the source whence poison had been procured; and the widow, on being taken to the magistracy and questioned, denied all knowledge in this respect.  Torture having been applied to her, however, her powers of endurance were insufficient for the ordeal, and she made a false confession to the effect that, having had criminal relations with Yang Nai-wu at former times, this man had supplied her with some arsenic on the 24th November for the purpose of putting an end to her husband’s life.  The Magistrate hereupon applied to the superior authorities, requesting that Yang Nai-wu be stripped of his degree in order that he might be placed on trial, whereupon certain of his relatives came forward to testify that on the 24gth November he had been absent at a place called Nan Hiang, and could not possibly have handed the poison to Koh Pi-she as alleged.

   The woman, however, in dread of further torture, adhered to her statement; and the Magistrate, in forwarding a report of the case to his superior, the Prefect of Hangchow, falsely declared, in connection with the inquest, that the silver probe had been duly washed without removing its greenish discolouration.  Yang Nai-wu, on being put on trial before the Prefect, was induced, through fear of torture, to admit the charge; and on being asked where he obtained arsenic, he mentioned the name of a shop which he remembered having passed.

   From this point the story is continued to the same effect as has been already set forth in previous memorials; and the Board submits, for the Imperial decision, the question as to the penalties that should be meted out to the officials, high and low, who have been guilty of the gross perversion of justice brought to light in this case.

For rescript, see Gazette of March 30th.
