
Homicides of Adults in Connecticut, 1711-1750PRIVATE 

Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Legal records:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1710, Dec. 1




Hoccanum

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  8


HOM:  Young Squamp m. Mantoshoes


Weapon:  knife.  d. 12/9


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder.  Malice aforethought, "in a place called Hoccanum on English ground assault him and stabbed him with a knife."  Mortally wounded.  M languished & died 12/9.  Grand jury:  18 men, CApt. Cymian Nichols, foreman, and "also placed with the said Grand Jury were 6 Indians" [named].  


Term?:  5/8-11/1711


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  Hang.  Exec. 5/15.  Bodies given to their Indian relatives and friends.  Capt. James Avery of Groton & Lt. Thomas Treat of Glastonbury, "both skilfull in the Indian Language," sworn as interpreters.  Petit jury:  12 whites & 6 Indians.  

Source:  

Conn. Ct. of Assts., v. 58, RG-1, 204-5

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Young Squamp 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mantoshoes

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1711, Apr. 12




Groton, NL

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  1


HOM:  Waisoinskequam m. Wawisingonit, aka Sampson 


Weapon:  a long, sharp pointed knife, to the breast, two 3" wounds.  disemboweled him.  d. 4/13.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder.  "no fear of God before her Eyes but instigated by the Devil," [this phrase not in Young Squamp's indictment" & "against the dere bond & zeal & love of matrimony which" she towards her husband "ought to bear," premeditated malice, devising & intending to deprive her husband of his life, on 4/12 assaulted him "in the breast feloniously & treacherously smote."


Term?:  5/8-11/1711


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  Hang.  Exec. 5/15/1711.  Bodies given to their Indian relatives and friends.  Petit jury:  12 whites & 6 Indians; 2 interpreters used.

Source:  
Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 111.  

Ct. Ct. of Assts., v. 58, RG-1, 204-5

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused:  

Waisoinskequam

Ethnicity:

Mohegan-Pequot

Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
married to (now widow of) Wawisingonit, aka Sampson of Groton (a Pequot Indian man)

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Groton

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Wawisingonit, aka Sampson 

Ethnicity:

Pequot

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Waisoinskequam 

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Groton 

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1712




NEW LONDON

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   CAS

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


CAS:  Thomas Mitchell m. Indian


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, for killing by chance medley.  6 Indians served on the grand jury.


Term?:  3/1712, New London


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  Pay c = 9.18.10

Source:  

Ct. Ct. of Asst., v. 58, RG-1, 243

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Mitchell 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


New London

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Indian

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

[m]

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1712, Aug. 16




Stoughton, NEW LONDON

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL 

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  7


HOM:  Daniel Gard and John Gard m. William Whitear


Weapon:  fight.  Ruptured bladder.  d. 8/23.


Circumstances:  fight, killing.  At house of Daniel Eldridge


Inquest:  autopsy


Indictment?  DG:  yes, killing in a fight.  But the grand jury "leaves it to the court whether he be guilty of murder or mansl."  On 8/16, "A Wuarril arose att ye house of Daniel Eldridge in Stoughton between" DG and William Whitear, a stranger, & that DG "challenged sd Whiear to fight whereupon they went out of ye house & Closed in with one another & that ye Prisonr threw sd W on ye ground & fell with him & their lay untill they were parted & that sd W said he told ye Prisr imed'ly he had killed him.  "The Jurors likewise find" that he received a mortal wound in the quarrel, languished 7 days, & died.  "his naked body being searched was found seemingly bruised & being opend his Bladder was found broke & his belly full of water."


Term?:  9/1712, New London


Court proceedings:  DG:  pG.  fG.  Court's opinion:  manslaughter.  To stand on gallows with a halter about his neck & the other end cast over the gallows for 1 hour, then to be taken down & whipped 39 lashes & returned to prison until he pay costs.  JG:  clearned by proclamation.  To pay 8.9.13

Source:  
Ct. Ct. of Asst., v. 58, RG-1, 258, 260, 265

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Daniel Gard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stoughton

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

John Gard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stoughton

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

William Whitear

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


m

Gender:

w

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


stranger / transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1713




Lyme, NEW LONDON

CT

cds

Class:  probable

Crime:  HOM MANSL 

Rela:   NONDOM

Motive: UNK 

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Matthew Griswold m. H. Morrow


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, High Break of Peace, mortal wounding of HN


Term?:  9/1713, New London


Court proceedings:  pG.  20 l. fine & c:  10.0.2 & 100 l. peace bond

Source:  

Conn. Ct. of Asst., v. 58, RG-1, 302-3

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Matthew Griswold 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Lime

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

H. Morrow

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1716, Dec. 13




New Haven, NEW HAVEN

CT


XEROX:  plan of room & original testimony in Nina's files.  Also, a debate about the meaning of manslaughter & murder, in Nina's notes.

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM 

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL -- unknown cause

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  7


HOM:  Ebenezer Allin m. Thomas Sperry, Jr.


Weapon:  sword, ran him through the trunk during a fight.  d. 12/20.


Circumstances:  at house of Richard Hall


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder.  Willful murder with malice hatred or cruelty.


Term?:  3/1717, New Haven


Court proceedings:  Witnesses:  Richard Hall, Enos Smith, Samuel Cooper.  pNG.  EA says that the facts alleged do not amount to murder, but mansl.  Denies premeditated malice.  Prays for benefit of clergy.  fNG.  to pay costs.  23.9.3.  Paid in court.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court, files for 1717, drawer 323.  "The account of the unhappy accident," 2.5 pages with a plan of the room.  In the lst person:  EA's narrative.



TEST:  Ebenezer Allen (who generally lodged at Richard Hall's when EA was in New Haven):  Thomas Sperry was abusing me & I ignored him.  Told him to go away, he would fight me.  He went out of my room, then returned with a large stick in his hand & challenged me to fight with that stick against my sword, which I refused.  He threatened me & continued to abuse me.  I answered that if he did not be quiet & let me alone I'd take the Law of him.  He left.  Presently after in came Capt. Denton & afterward Mr. Mix & Mr. Pupue.  Mr. Spery came again & I bid him be gone again & desired Mr. Mix to sit down by the fire but Mr. Spery began again to abuse me.  Sperry left.  In a little time the people came in to call us out to dinner.  Mr. Dupue went out & Capt. Denton ask't me to go out to dinner, but I told him no I'd not go into the room where Sperry was.  Capt. D. went out.  I sat in the room alone almost an hour until Sperry open'd the door & began to abuse me ... I went to the door & opnened it to go into the other room to see for Capt. Denton in whom I had reposed my trust & looked upon as a safeguard & I made one step in the entry & Sperry was at my heels & Mrs. Hall met me & struck me a blow in the face. "wt shd induce her to it I know not for I had not spoke a word to her in some hours before so I caught hold of her thumb & told her I had a good mind to break her bones for I'd not be struck by a woman and twisted it & she screamed out & somebody laid hold of me by the shoulders" & hauled me backwards.  Received several blows & Sperry was upon me but I thold him to let me go which he did & I went directly into my room & endeavored to shut the door by Sperry rushed in & came with me with his Fist doubled threatening to beat & drub me & I endeavored to divert him by saying first let me put on a speckled shirt in hopes by that means somebody would come in & put a stop to it.  So I stript of my cloaths & laid them upon the bed & called to Mr. Hall to bring in a speckled shirt in hopes that he'd have come in & taken more care that to have suffered any quarreling in his house & have turned Sperry out about his business.  Then Sperry ran out of the room & immediately came in the negro & Samuel Cooper & took down the Glass & went out.  & Sperry came upon me & laid hold of me without warning & beat me in the most horrendous manner imaginable . . . & I called for help & people stood looking in at the window & afforded me none & I called out don't murder me & people came in & Sperry laid his hands in my hair & beat my head down against the floor . . . yet no assistance.  So I scambled from under him & jumped at once from the foot of the bed & lay'd my right hand upon the hilt of my sword & left upon the scebord & Samuel Cooper laid hold of me upon the left sholder as I drew the sword & Cooper shoved me to the other window against a little table.  While I was there I rec'd a blow over the right side of my forehead but by whom I do not know being beaqt as blind as a stone of my right eye & my left but little better & cover'd by Cooper's body he being so much taller than I & somebody took hold of the Elboe of my sword arm & twisted it so that they brot the sword down to the floor & broke it but who did it I know not then they let me go & somebody came into the room & said that Sperry was run thro which when I heard I ran into the room & did wt I cd to bring him too when he fainted.  



TEST:  John Durand, Chirurgeon, New Haven, 10/15/1716:  Being desired of Doctor Allin to take a particular notice of his wounds & bruises I did & found them very great he having all the Dexter side of his head & face very much contused & tumified, so that he was blind of Dexter Eye & sinster Eye but very little 

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Ebenezer Allin 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

surgeon

Town:


for some months past a resident of the county; from Boston

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas Sperry, Jr.

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


New Haven

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1717





Hartford, HAR

CT


CHECK:  find the source – missing on the card
Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Zobiah (a negro man slave) m. Joshua Curtis


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1717, Hartford


Court proceedings:  proclamation:  cleared.  Costs paid:  6.9.2

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court, 

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Zobiah 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Samuel Hanley of Stratford

Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Joshua Curtis

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1719, June 17




Durham

CT


NOTE:  the perpetrator is the same "Coffee" as in the Jan. 1720 nondom  hom

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT or SLAVE by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Coffee (a negro servant of Hezekiah Talcott) m. Mary


Weapon:  gunshot to breast.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  found dead near Mr. Hezekiah Tallcott's house


Inquest:  i.d. 6/17.  Verdict:  murder.  "found her to be fallen down backward one of her feet partly under her, her Right hand fallen or lying across her breast, we found her sd arm greviously torn and wounded, and a mortall wound into her body on the Right side of her breast, and we found her cloathing about the wounds considerably Toarn and the flesh upon her arm about the wound wsa black with gun powder."  Her death "sudden and violent, and was ocationed onely by the shott of a Gun loaden with Lead."  She "droped down dead upon Resciveing of the Shott, without any other motion."  //  y, on Mary Indian servant to Talcott, June 15, 1719, died by gunshot wound


Indictment?  yes, murder.


Term?:  3/1720, Fairfield


Court proceedings:  Exec. 3/15/1720

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 115-16.  

Conn. Superior Court Files, New Haven Co., inquests, 1-119

1) New Haven CO. Superior Ct. Files, Papers by Subject, Inquests, 1712‑98, A‑Z, Dr. 322, at CSL.

a. June 15, 1719, Durham  [Inquest]


"Mary an Indian Woman ye Servant of Mr Hez: Tallcott was found dead lying neare sd Talcotts house, and foras much as her death was sudden, and Seamed by sum circumstances, and signs upon the Corps that she was murdered, whereupon the Constable of sd Durham forthwith nomenated...and Set upon the sd. Corps a Jury of Inquest to Inquire into the Cause & manner of the sd. Mary's Death   there being then no authorities in the Town"


Jurors:  Lt. Samuel Parsons, Lt. Samuel Fairchild, Ensign Robert Coe et al.


"The sd Jury haveing veiwed the dead Corps...[say] "we found her sd mary to be fallen down backward, one of her feet partly under her, her Right hand fallen or lying across her breast, we found her sd. arm greiviously torn and wounded, and a mortall wound into her body on the Right side of her breast, and we found her cloathing about the wounds considerably Toarn and the flesh upon her arm about the wound was black with gun powder, to the best of our observation"


"and we are full in our oppinnion that the death of the sd. Mary was sudden and violent, and was ocationed by the shott of a Gun laoden with Lead, which made the sd wounds, one of which was a mortall wound and went into her breast... and by the lying of the corps we conclude that shee droped down dead upon the Reserveing of the shott, without any other motion"  June 17th, 1719, given in under oath to James Wadsworth, Assistant


[Back of document]:  James Wadsworth, the Asst who swore in the inquest jury, writes to "Hon Gent," Judges of Superior Ct, explaining he sent to the goal by our constable "the negro man that owned that he did the murther" and now "am well certefied that sd negro hath made his Escape, therefore thinke it not necesary to Coppie out the negro's Examenation, or the Coppies of sundry cercomstantiall evidences taken upon oath refering to sd murder."


b. Mittimus to take Cofee, negro servant of Mr Hez Talcott who hath lately murdered Mary any Indian woman servant of HT: you are to deliver him to Goal for custody til Superior Court. Dated in Durham, 6/22/1719.  "The Constable is directed to take a man with him for his assistance."  Back:  the within ment'd prisoner hath made his Escape & cannot be found ‑‑ Joshua Hogkis Sheriff

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Coffee

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

a negro servant of Hezekiah Talcott

Town:


Durham

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mary

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind [also referred to as "Mary Negro"]

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of Mr. Hezekiah Tallcott

Town:


Durham

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1720, Jan. 7




Stratford, FAI

CT


NOTE:  the perpetrator is the same "Coffee" as in the June 1719 hhld hom

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  RESISTING ARREST

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Coffee (a negro servant of Hezekiah Talcott) m. Nascroe aka Naschrow (an Indian)


Weapon:  gunshot with a gun [musket] to the trunk of the body.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  a party of three Paugusett warriors were helping authorities track down Coffee, who had fled into their territory, into the Ripton Woods, now in Monroe, CT.


Inquest:  y, 


Indictment?  yes, murder of Nascroe, premeditated.  Billa Vera


Term?:  3/1720, Fairfield


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  hanging.  Costs to be paid from treasury:  8.16.6  Exec. 3/15/1720.


NOTE:  tried first on the charge of killing Nascrow for diplomatic reasons.

Source:  
Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 115-16.  

1) New Haven CO. Superior Ct. Files, Papers by Subject, Inquests, 1712‑98, A‑Z, Dr. 322, at CSL.


a. June 15, 1719, Durham:  Inquest on Mary an Indian woman of Mr. Hez: Talcott found dead near T's house, suddenly, with signs she was murdered: mortal gunshot wound in right breast. 



Back:  James Wadsworth, the Asst who swore in the inquest jury, writes to "Hon Gent," Judges of Superior Ct, explaing he sent to the goal by our constable "the negro man that owned that he did the murther" and now "am well certefied that sd negro hath made his Escape, therefore thinke it not necesary to Coppie out the negro's Examenation, or the Coppies of sundry cercomstantiall evidences taken upon oath refering to sd murder."


b. Mittimus to take Cofee, negro servant of Mr Hez Talcott who hath lately murdered May any Indain woman servant of HT: you are to deliver him to Goal for custody til Superior Court. Dated in Durham, 6/22/1719.  "The Constable is directed to take a man with him for his assistance."  Back:  the within ment'd prisoner hath made hisEscape & cannot be found ‑‑ Joshua Hogkis Sheriff

2) Conn. Superior Court Records, v. 2:  148-9, and File Box 616 (under C):


Coffee confessed to the keeper of the Fairfield jail that he had killed both victims.


Solomon Thomas on 1/9/1719:  informed the authorities that three Indians, in taking a negro, the said negro by the shot of a gun killed one of the Indians.  The other two took the sd negro & he is now under keepers at the house of Isaac Benit at Ripton.  Note attached:  the constable does not consider an inquest necessary, given that two Indian witnesses are available, but says that a coroner's jury of 6 English & 6 Indians could be appointed if the Indians request an inquest.

3) Conn. Superior Court Records, v. 2:  148-9


Grand Jurors present Coffee for... on 7 Jan. last at Stratford with f&a made a premeditated assault on Nascroe a certain Indian late of Stratford and with a gun charged with powder & Ball discharged it at him, giving him a mortal wound in the trunk of his body, of which he instantly died: thus murder.  Billa Vera.


Defendant was brought to the bar, the Indictment read, and he pleaded Not Guilty.  Jury found him Guilty.  SENT to hand.  Charges of L8.16.6 to be paid from the Treasury (exec. granted 3/16/1719/20).  Court desires Deputy Governor Nathan Gold, the Chief Judge of the court, to appoint the time of execution.

3) Fairfield Co. Superior Court Files, Box 616 (under C):


a.  Nathan Gold,  Deputy Governor, Letter dated 1/12/1719[/20] to the keeper of Fairfield Goal:  Whereas Coffie, negro servant of Mr. Hezekiah T of Durham on 9 Jan being brought by Abraham Wooster and Solomon Thomas of Stratford and delivered to you for yt he having lately killed an Indian Named Naschrow.  Upon examination he confeseth he did kill ye Indian "and also yt he did kill Mary which was ye sd Talcotts other servant", Order you to secure him til you receive further orders


b.  To the Constable of Ripton or Stratford, from Assistant Joseph Curtis, 1/9/1719[/20]:   Whereas Solomon Thomas informing the authorities that three Indians, in taking of a negro, the said negro by the shot of a gun killed one of the Indians.  The other two took the sd negro & he is now under keepers at the house of Isaac Benit at Ripton.  If the Indians Desire  a Jury of inquest upon the body of the dead Indian "then summon six English & six Indians as a jury to view the body of the Ded [sic] & to Give in there verdict how he came to his Death as the law directs  I am of opinion yt there is not great Need he being killed as aforesd and the two Indians can witness however you may do what you think most convenient" ....cause the Negro murderer to be sent to Fairfield Co Goal.  Lists witnesses to be summoned for trial:  2 men       Costs (included to the two Indian witnesses) = L8.16.6


[Back of document]: "Murder  Mary Negro"

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Coffee

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

a negro servant of Hezekiah Talcott

Town:


Durham

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Nascroe aka Naschrow 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

Mary

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

"the other" negro servant of Hezekiah Talcott

Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1720, June 9




New London, NL
CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  3


HOM:  Daniel Ashcraft m. Pas-ka-hant, aka young Wampaneagan (an Indian)


Weapon:  with a common stone, 2 lbs., "did cruelly etc. throw it at the head" of young W, "struck him on the forehead giving him a mortal wound, fracturing and breaking his skull into his brains by 3 inches."  d. at New London on 6/12


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder.  Premeditated.


Term?:  9/1720, New London


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  to pay costs:  12.12.6.  Capt. James Avery of Groton, interpreter.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 2:  263-4

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Daniel Ashcraft

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

cordwainer

Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Pas-ka-hant, aka young Wampaneag

Ethnicity:

Mohegan

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


New London

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1721




FAIRFIELD

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   CAS GUN

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


CAS:  Samuel Perry m. Samuel Moss


Weapon:  bullet shot


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  2/1721, Fairfield


Court proceedings:  accidental slaying.  Cleared by proclamation.  2 l. costs:  paid.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Samuel Perry 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Moss

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Derby

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1723, Dec. 31




Norwich, NEW LONDON

CT

P


cards not found– CHECK in Supreme Court records
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Sarah Frazier m. an Indian woman (squaw)


Weapon:  axe blows to head and body.  d. soon after


Circumstances:  "The Squa went to her House to sell a Matt, for which she gave her a half Pint of Rum; then the Woman went out (left the Squa sitting on the Floor) and fetch'd an Ax, cut her on the Head with it till her Brains came out; then she struck her divers blows with the Ax; the Squa soon died."


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1724, New London


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  Distraction.  Court:  to imprison or bind for sale (or 200 l. bond for her maintenance).  In custody.

Source:  

Cards not found – CHECK in Supreme Court records
Newspaper:

BNL 1/16/1724 (Th):  HOM in CT:  by letters from New London, we learn that a woman of Norwich was jailed in New London for Murdering a Squaw on 12/31/1723.  "The Squa went to her House to sell a Matt, for which she gave her a half Pint of Rum; then the Woman went out (left the Squa sitting on the Floor) and fetch'd an Ax, cut her on the Head with it till her Brains came out; then she struck her divers blows with the Ax; the Squa soon died.  This poor Woman hath not her Reason, and has been disorderly, at different times; she says, That she did it to die her self; and That she has done the Squa a Kindness, she has sent her to Heaven, and she shall go to her."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Sarah Frazier

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Norwich

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1725, Apr. 3




Wethersfield, HARTFORD

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   CAS GUN

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


CAS GUN:  John Rose, Jr. m. John Wyard


Weapon:  gunshot to head.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  JR, standing near the dwelling house of his father, John Rose, in Wethersfield, with a gun charged with gunpowder & one bulleter, not regarding the lives or deaths of men, "did carelessly and presumptuously discharge his firelock at the barn of his fathers towards the adjacent shop of Martyn Smith & a part of the Town Street where the people there were standing, passing & repassing & shot the bullet thru the barn into the head" of JW who was just passing on the highway.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, mansl.


Term?:  9/1725, Hartford


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  To pay costs:  14.9/10.  paid.  //  petition, 10/12/1725, from JW's widow, Phebe, for a new trial:  seeks to introduce new evidence.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 5:  125


Crimes and Misdemeanors, series 1, 3:  52


Testimony:  much on JR Jr.'s carelessness with guns.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

John Rose, Jr. 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

laborer

Town:


Wethersfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Wyard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. to Phebe

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Farmington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1725, July 25




Stratford, FAIRFIELD

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM CHILD

Motive:  GENOCIDE / TERROR

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Shilling and Chops m. David Lane


Weapon:  with intent to murder, seized DL & with a knife "cut off the head, hands, & privities of sd David" who d. inst.  Then threw the body into the Stratford River.


Circumstances:  near the side of Stratford River.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, "from precedent malice."  "intent" to murder.  Witnesses:  Abraham Worster & Benjamin Mallery of Stratford


Term?:  8/1726, Fairfield


Court proceedings:  both pNG.  both fNG.  discharged

Source:  
Conn. Superior Court records, 5:  193-194

Crimes & Misdemeanors, series 1:  3:  78ff

Conn. Sup. Ct. Files, Box 616


TESTIMONY:  Sarah, an Indian squaw to Pumpkinseeds, belonging to Potetuck, d.d. 3/3/1726:  "declared that she saw two Indians namely Chaps & Shillon stab a child under the arms & scalop sd child near the side of Stratford River & send the same into sd River sometime the last summer past."

Newspaper:

BNL 8/12/1725 (Th):  HOM / ATROCITY in CT:  a letter from New Haven, CT, dated 8/3:  a few days since at Stratford, "A young Child was left by the Mother of it for a little Time, Well; when she came home mist the Child; immediately, made enquiry after it, but could hear nothing of it; upon which she fear'd it might be drown'd.  About a Week after the Child was found about Two Miles from the House, above High Water Mark, with the Hands Cut off at the Wrists, and the Head Cut off, as also the Private Parts, likewise a Hole under each Arm, as it were stabb'd with a Knife.  "Tis supposed it was done by the Indians.  There has been a Council held at Stratford, and the Indians were Summon'd to appear, but nothing as yet found out.  A little before this Two Indians abused a Shepherd there; they first demanded him to go along with them, which he refusing, they beat him and hall'd him over a Fence, and left him there for dead."

Census:  

Genealogy:
DL:  son of Alexander Lane of Stratford

Accused 1:  

Shilling

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Chops

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

David Lane

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1725, Sept. 6




Groton, NEW LONDON

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  9


HOM:  Sarah Paul m. Hannah


Weapon:  took her "by the hair of her head pulled her down to the Ground, in a very stony place," and there "haled, struck & kicked" her "til she had mortally bruissed her body, where of she languished" 9 or 10 days & died.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, malice aforethought.


Term?:  9/1725, New London


Court proceedings:  pNG.  The jury, on the 3rd consideration, fNG.  Court:  to pay costs:  12.5.8  


[NOTE:  why fNG?  insanity?]

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 5:  137

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Sarah Paul

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Hannah

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1726, Jan. 31




Colchester, NL

INQ

P


NOTE:  copied to child homicides

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / SUI:  2 children & 1 adult

Rela:    RELATIVE CHILDREN by FATHER / BROTHER by BROTHER

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unk. Indian man m. two of his children and his brother


Weapon:  hanged himself


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 1/31/1726:  fds:  fds:  inquest on body of an Indian man who had murdered several other Indians and then committed suicide:  "we Judg that after he had don the other Murther abovesd Murthered him self."


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 3/3/1726 (Th):  HOM / SUI in CT:  hear from New London, CT that on 1/31, an Indian man at Colchester "Kill'd Two of his own Children, and his Brother, and then went and Hanged himself."  [& BGAZ 3/5 -- different wording, same story]


Source:  New London Co. Superior Court Files, Papers by Subject, Inquests, c. 1711‑1875, A‑M, Box 134, at CSL.

Date of inquest:

Jan. 31, 1726

Coroner or j.p.:

Michael Taintor, JP

Town of inquest:

Colchester

Location of inquest:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


[Colchester]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


[Colchester]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


[Colchester]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


[Colchester]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1726, Feb.




Hartford or Windsor, HAR

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM / SUI [apparently fatal to both parties]

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unk. Indian man m. unk. Indian man


Weapon:  fought, assailant stabbed the victim in the belly ("let his guts out") and then stabbed himself


Circumstances:  quarrel about a staff


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

BNL 3/17/1726 (Th):  HOM / SUI in CT:  an account by letter of 2/19, "that two Indian Men and two Squaws between Hartford and Windsor" in CT colony, "the Men quarrel'd one with the other about a Staff, and one of them let the others Guts out, and stabb'd himself."  [BGAZ 3/21]

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  


___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1726




Stonington, NEW LONDON

CT


NOTE:  a tough case with so little information  – self-defense, an accident, what?

Class:   possible

Crime:   poss HOM / poss CAS
Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Thomas Stanton suspected of murdering Ephraim Fellows


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  charged with murder, bnf, ignoramus


Term?:  2/1726, New London


Court proceedings:  discharged by proclamation.  To pay costs, 4.10.2.  Paid.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 5:  180

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Stanton 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Ephraim Fellows

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1726




NEW LONDON

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   PROB CAS

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


CAS:  William Satterly m. Elisha Avery


Weapon:  hit and wounded EA with a quoit


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  charged with "hitting and wounding" EA, who died.  bnf


Term?:  9/1726, New London


Court proceedings:  cleared by proclamation.  To pay 4.17.8 costs.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 5:  220

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

William Satterly 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Groton

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Elisha Avery

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1726, Sept. 4




New London, NEW LONDON

CT

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  yes, victim

Day of week:
W

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Anthony Canada m. Charles


Weapon:  beating


Circumstances:  victim was drunk & quarrelling, started a fight with two other Indians, who beat him so severely that he died


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  9/1726, New London


Court proceedings:  discharged by proclamation.  To pay 5.5.2 costs.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 5:  224

Newspaper:

BGAZ 9/19/1726 (Th):  HOM in CT:  dtl New London, 9/12:  last W an Indian man "being very Drunk must needs Fight with two others, they so beat him that he Died immediately; the two Indians are now in Prison here."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Anthony Canada

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Charles

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1731, July 2




Wallingford, NH

CT

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Hannah m. Jemima Beacher (& aik on Hannah Merriman)


Weapon:  JB:  knife, cut throat.  d. inst.  Stabbed HM but her rib deflected the blows & the family heard her cries & came to her rescue.


Circumstances:  at house of Moses Atwater.  


Inquest:  i.d. 7/3, John Hotchkiss, j.p.  at house of Moses Atwater.  Verdict:  "barbarously murdered"


Indictment?  yes, murder.


Term?:  9/1731, New Haven


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  Hanged 9/15.  Drawn in a tumbrel through the streets to the place of execution.

Source:  
Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 123.

Conn. Superior Court records, 9:  11

Conn. Sup. Ct. Files, Drawer 325



INQUEST:  at house of Moses Atwater, saw Jemima Beacher "lying in gore of blood being stabbed by a mortall Weapon in the throat and by ye Testimony of Moses Atwater and his wife who heard a screaming in ye night and he went up and found ye sd Beacher bleeding of sd wound and expireing and ye sd Atwater found his negro woman in ye Chamber with sd Beacher was sitting upon ye side of sd negro's bed and we finding a sharp knife all bloody among ye sd negro's bed cloaths and ye negros hands bloody and her cloaths and upon ye examination of sd Negro she owned that she killed the sd" JB with the knife.



Hannah Merriman:  was in the bed with Jemima Beacher & was "wounded," testified to the same.



Sarah Atwater (wife of Moses Atwater) of New Cheshire in Wallingford (d.d. 9/7/1731):  "sumtime in the night that there was an outcri in the chamber hannah meriman cryde out O Uncle Uncle hear is a Doughful Creeture hurts us upon these words I Imediately waked my husband he quickly going up and I heard the same words often repeated thinking them to be in great Distress presently after I heard my husband say Jemima Beacher is just gon and Imediately I heard my husband and Hanna M Both say her Life is gone."

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
JB:  dau. of John Beacher of Wallingford

Accused:  

Hannah 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Moses Atwater, Esq.

Town:


Wallingford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:   

Jemima Beacher

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult; young woman

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[hhld servant for Moses Atwater, Esq.]

Town:


Wallingford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:   

Hannah Merriman

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult; young woman

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[hhld servant for Moses Atwater, Esq.]

Town:


Wallingford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1731




WINDHAM

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL or CAS / count as hom

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM MANSL or CAS:  John Stores and Joseph Chamberlain m. Benjamin Phelps


Weapon:  wounding BP with an iron crow bar.  BP soon died.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  charged with mansl. for having wounded BP.  bnf


Term?:  9/1731, Windham


Court proceedings:  both paid costs.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 9: 27

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

John Stores

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Mansfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 1:  

Joseph Chamberlain 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Mansfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Benjamin Phelps

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Mansfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1731, Oct 10




Preston

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  VICTIM WAS MAKING A DISTURBANCE AT THE HOUSE [QUARREL]
Intox?:  poss. victim

Day of week:
Sun

Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Richard Park [aided and abetted by RP's father] m. Nathaniel Ayer


Weapon:  gunshot wound to head, d. inst.


Circumstances:  near the dwelling house of Samuel Park of Preston, took a gun in his hand & assaulted NA.  Fired a gun at NA, mortal wound to the head.  Unclear why the victim was making a disturbance at the house.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, mansl.


Term?:  3/1732, New London


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 9:  75, 77

Newspaper:
BNL 10/21/1731 (Th):  HOM in CT:  Preston, Ct:  on Sunday night, b/w 10/10 & 10/11, "A Young Man came to a House here, and made a great Disturbance, upon which the Man of the House call'd up his Son and bid him shoot the Person who made the disturbance; where upon the Young Man took his Gun, and laid it over his Father's Shoulder, and shot the Person dead on the Spot.  The Father & the Son are both committed to New London Goal, in order to their trial."

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused:  

Richard Park 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult 
"young man"

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Preston

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Nathaniel Ayer

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Voluntown (WINDHAM CO.)

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1733, Feb. 16




Hartford, HAR

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL of workhouse keeper with former inmate of



workhouse
Intox?:  

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:



Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  3


HOM:  Zebulon Magget m. Benjamin Hills


Weapon:  walnut walking stick to head and side.  d. following Monday


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed.
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 3/1/1733 (Th):  HOM in CT:  at Hartford, CT, last F sen'night in the evening, Zebulon Magget, keeper of the Work House there, "having had some Words of Difference with" Benjamin Hills of Hartford ("who had been sometime before committed to the Work-House, but was released"), "Magget being too much in a Passion, struck" BH "several Blows with a Walnut stick he us'd to walk with, first on the Head, and then on his side, and bruis'd him to that degree that he" d. the following M.  Jailed.  To be tried week after next.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Zebulon Magget

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

keeper of the work house in Hartford 

Town:


Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Benjamin Hills

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

former pauper / former workhouse inmate

Town:


Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1733, Dec. 19




Groton, NEW LONDON

P

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM EMPLOYEE by EMPLOYER

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Uriah Ashcraft a. Dennis Willkenson


Weapon:  beat, wounded, bruised, broke his neck.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder.


Term?:  3/1734, New London


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  Jailed until costs paid:  12 l.

Source:  
Conn. Superior Court records, 9:  235

no files

Newspaper:
BNL, 1/10/1734:  HOM in CT:  "We have Advice from Groton, (in the Colony of Connecticut) that a few Days since one Dennis Wilkinson, a Stranger, who had been employed by Uriah Ashcraft of that Town, to assist him in Transporting Hay by Water, was found dead; the said Ashcraft was the first that informed the Authority thereof, who immediately summoned a Jury to inquire into the manner and means of his Death; there being several Bruises about his Head, the Jury could not agree in their Verdict, till they had set two Days on the Body, when the dismiss'd Ashcraft, and suffer'd the Body to be Buried:  But there remaining an uneasiness in the Minds of some of the Jury, the Body was taken up again; and upon a Surgeon's laying open and searching the Neck, it was found to be Dislocated; whereupon the Jury agreed in their Verdict, and brought it in Murder:  In the mean Time the said Ashcraft made his Escape."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Uriah Ashcraft 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Groton

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Dennis Willkenson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1734, Nov. 29




East Haddam, CT

P


NOTE:  some persons suspected homicide, but not sufficient evidence to classify this case as a homicide.

Class:   do not count

Crime:   prob. CAS HORSE

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. persons suspected of m. ___ Joyner


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL, 12/12/1734:  [[count as CAS]]  POSS MANL or HOM or CAS HORSE in CT:  dtl East Haddam, CT.  F, 11/29, an old man named Joyner found dead in a Rivolet near the side of a foot bridge, his saddle lying on him & a deep hole in his head.  Seems he tried to ride over the bridge & thrown by his horse, "yet it is suspected that two or three Men passing that way about the same Time, were some way accessary to his Death."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Joyner

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
"old man"

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


East Haddam

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1735




Derby, NEW HAVEN

CT


NOTE:  not a manslaughter charge, but no victim listed -- a strange charge

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   poss HOM or poss CAS

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Noah Durand m. 


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  Charged with murder.  bnf


Term?:  9/1735, New Haven


Court proceedings:  to pay costs & may depart from court without delay.

Source:  
Conn. Superior Court records, 9:  350

no files

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Noah Durand

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Derby

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  


___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1746, Aug. 7-9





Lyme, NL

CT

Class:   possible
Crime:   prob HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unknown person m. William Rock


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  Rock came on a ship from Rhode Island into the area, body was found in the Conn. River


Inquest:  y, surmise he was thrown into the Conn. river deliberately by "some evil minded person", and drowned


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

1) New London Co. Superior Court Files, Papers by Subject, Inquests, c. 1711‑1875, N‑Z, Box 135, at CSL.


Return, Lyme in NL Co, Aug. 10, 1746:  sumoned by Daniel Ely JP, to view body of a man found in the Conn River near 6 Mile island, appeared by Evidences to us to be a man belonging to Block Island in Govnment of Rhode Island which came to the River on Aug 7 in a vessel belong partly to Mr John Dogy of Blck Island, whose name now appears to us to be Wm Rock, and master of the vessel is Thomas Right belonging to Block Island, and Body was taken up out of the river on 8/9, we are of opinion sd man was drownded and "we Suspect Sum Evil Minded Person Antecedent to this being Drownded by Sum means or Another throwd sd man into sd River."  Jurors:  Richard and Sam'l Ely, et al.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

William Rock

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

mariner

Town:


____, Rhode Island

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1747, Sept. 4




Stafford, HARTFORD

CT

Class:   uncertain
Crime:   poss HOM / poss CAS GUN

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  Amos Wallbridge m. Nathaniel Orcut


Weapon:  by gunshot


Circumstances:  Orcutt was in a pasture with cart & oxen, pitching hay, near Roaring Brook and northwest of a Mr. Thompson's house


Inquest:  y, shooter not identified


Indictment?  bnf for murder.


Term?:  9/1747, Hartford


Court proceedings:  to pay costs.

Source:  

1) Conn. Superior Court records, 12:  225
2) Hartford Co. Superior Court Files, [Papers by Subj?], Inquests, 1711‑1849, RG 3, Box 100, at CSL.


Stafford, [Hartf Co], Sept. 10, 1746: body of Mr Nathan Orcot of Stafford, unanimously agreed that he "was killed on the fourth Day of this Instant Sept by a Bullet and Shots, from a gun, and found Lying in a meadow on or near a place Called Roaring Brook, to the northward from the house of Mr Thomsons in sd Stafford, with his Cart and oxen Standing by him supposed to have been pitching of hay."  Jurors: Timo T____, John Lothrop, Ichabod Hinkley, Timo Phelps, Jos Whitson....      No Jp given

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Amos Wallbridge 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stafford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Nathaniel Orcut

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stafford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1748, Oct.




[Hartford?], HAR

INQ


NOTE:  good case to use -- no intent

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL at TRAINING DAY / 3rd party

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [120]


HOM:  Samuel Woodruff m. Josiah Northaway


Weapon / means / injuries:  a broom stick hit him in the head and penetrated his skull


Circumstances / position / location:  at a Training Day, 20 militiamen at play, throwing broom sticks at each other, hit Samuel Woodruff as he came out of the door of a house, and he hurled the broom stick back at the crowd, striking JN in the head


Inquest:  i.d. 2/18/1749.  Verdict:  casualty, accidental, no malice toward JN.


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Hartford Superior Ct. Files, Inquests, 1711‑1849,  Box 100, at CSL.

"Whereas JN" dyed on 2/17 1748/9 "of an unnatural Death:  we" being summoned the 18th of Feb...., we went to the dwlg house of Samuel North'ay "wheare the Dead corps Lay: and with the assistance of Dockter Maclean and Doctor Samuel Whitman [neither on the jury] the head of the sd JN was opened and his brains taken oute: and in his brains on the back part of his head on the Lefte side of his head was about halfe a gill of corruption and upon examination there was found on the backside of his head on the Lefte side...a hole throw his Skull about one third part of an Inch Diamitor againste the part of the brains from where said corruption proceaded."  Jury find this wound to be the Cause of death."

"allso we find by the testymony of Thomas Woodruf James Couls Joseph Hart And and [sic] Joseph North being under oath that sumtime in the Latter part of October 1748 on a training day, the training co was at the hse of Lt. John Rew in the latter part of the day, 20 "or more of young Person of sd Company went out in the Lott of sd Rew Neare the Dwling hse..and there began to through beehives at each other for play and Recriation for Each other and sd JN was active in and with sd company in their Recriation:  and that Samuel Woodruf Son to Ensign SW of Farmgton was coming into sd house and was stopped at the Dore ..by others: and there came from one of the company a Stick of an old broom and struck sd SW:  and sd SW took up sd broom stick and threw it back towards sd company at play and that the broomestick struck sd JN on the head, which blow caused the blood to issue out; the aforesd Evidances furder say that they Did not Descover any anger in any man in said play nor in said Woodruff"  Feb. 21, 1748/9

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Samuel Woodruff 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
[young]

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Farmington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Josiah Northaway

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
[young]

Literate:




Marital Status:

[s]

Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1749, July 28





New London, NL

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0

HOM:  unknown person m. Ephraim Johnson, an Indian man


Weapon:  with a scyth, wounds to head and face, probably in the night of July 28


Circumstances:  dead body found at Mohegan "at a place Called the Dogs Hollow Near tradeing Cove"


Inquest:  y, murdered


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

1) New London Co Superior Ct Files, Prs by Subject, Inquests, Box 134, at CSL


North parish in New London, July 29, 1749:  summoned by Justice Ramond "to make our Speedy appearance at Mohegan at a place Called the Dogs [Days?] Hollow Near tradeing Cove to Give our verdict upon the Dead body of one EJ an Indian Man.....Viewing and Searching the Dead body, "wee Judge and Give in as our opinion that he was at the place where we found him barbarously and Inhumanly Murdered as appeared to us by Several wounds about his head and face which wee Supppose was done the Last night with a Sycth Snath[?] which were found Near the Dead body being the Lower part all be Smeared with blood‑‑ leaveing the Sycth brook of [broke off] Close by the ring[?] with the heal wedge in something Sticking out below the ring Sign".  Jurors:  James Harris, Danl rogers, Stephen Megils[?], Abraham Avery, Thomas Skerrit, John Mason, Wm French[?], Nathaniel Veben, John Bradford, Alpheus Rogers, Peter Wickwire, John Maples


Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Ephraim Johnson

Ethnicity:

[Mohegan]

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Mohegan in New London

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1750, Mar. 15




Canterbury, WDH

CT

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [RELATIVE UNK by UNK / WIFE by HUSBAND]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  1


HOM:  Mary Smith (and John Smith, as an accessory) m. Mehitabel Smith


Weapon:  poison (ratsbane).  d. 3/16


Circumstances:  [prob. home v & a]

Inquest:  


Indictment?  MS:  yes -- murder.  "by guile as by poisoning . . . made a pancake by intermixing therewith a large quantity of arseneck otherwise commonly called Ratsbane did so impoyson as to render it Poysonous & Distructive to Humane bodys -- sd Pancake she then offered & Delivered to sd Mehitable for her to eat as wholesom food -- & Mehitable recd & Eat the same & thereupon suddenly sicken'd & languished & cont'd until 16 Mar - so died."  Statute p. 12 vs. Capital Offenders.  JS:  no -- bnf.  ignoramus of charge of accessory to murder.


Term?:  adjourned 6/1750t -- Windham Co.


Court proceedings:  MS:  pNG.  fNG by jury.  to pay costs.  L 377.16.2 and stand committed until paid.  Ex. gr. 6/26/1750.  //  JS:  to pay costs, L 240.  Ex. gr. 6/20/1750.



NOTE:  might she have been found not guilty by reason of insanity?
Source:  

Adjourned Sup. Ct. -- Windham -- 6/1750.  Book 10: 125-6.

Newspaper:
Census:  
Genealogy:  
Accused:  

Mary Smith 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Canterbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

John Smith 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Mehitable

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Canterbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mehitabel Smith

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. John

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Canterbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








