COVENTRY 1755 - 1763
Mercury, 21/07/1755.  Sunday Night, the 13th Instant, a Person who keeps several Shops in the Neighbourhood of Ashbey, riding upon the Road, accidentally fell from his Horse, and his Foot catching in the Stirrup, he was dragged along the Road till his Skull was fractured in such a Manner, that he died.

   The same Day JOHN HUTTON, a Weaver, was drowned at Birley Bridge, where he went into the Water to wash himself. – He was much in liquor.

Mercury, 05/05/1755.   On Monday last Mr. BULLOCK, Shopkeeper, at Afon Caundy, in the county of Warwick, was returning home, being much in liquor, he accidentally fell from his Horse into the River, near that Place, and was drowned; after which four Men carrying him over a Bridge upon a Bier homewards, the bridge broke down, and he fell from off their Shoulders into the River again, but, with much Difficulty, was got out.  The Bearers all escaped.

Mercury, 21/01/1759.  A farmer from Stoke, who came to our Market on Friday last, died suddenly at a Barber’s Shop, where he went with an Intent to be shaved. – From the many shocking Instances of this kind which so frequently happen, how much ought Men to be on their Guard, and so regulate their lives in this world as to be able to give a just Account of themselves in the next, lest they should be snatch’d suddenly away at a Time when they are the least prepared, which, it is to be feared, has been often the Case! 

Mercury, 23/04/1759.  The same Evening [On Monday last], Mr. GEORGE BROTHERS, Cabinet-maker, of this City, was seized with an Apoplectic Fit, as he was returning Home from Allesley, in Company with some other Persons, and expir’d immediately,
   On Saturday last, three Men being at Work on a Scaffold, erected for building a House near Trinity Church, it fell down, by which Accident they were greatly bruised, and otherways much hurt; but we hear they are all in a fair way of recovery.

Mercury, 30/04/1759.  On Friday Night three Men, being drinking at the Angel Alehouse in this City, enter’d into a Project to rob the Rookery at Swanswell, and the better to facilitate their Design, one of tem (RICHARD NUTHER by name) borrowed of the Landlord of the House a Merry Andrew’s Dress, in order to Disguise himself.   Between Eleven and Twelve, they set out to put their Project into Execution, taking with them a Bottle of Ale to cheer their Spirits when they arrived at the Rookery.  Nuther undertook to climb up one of the Trees, thinking the Andrew’s Dress alone well enough qualified him for an Undertaking of that sort; but, unluckily for him, just as he reached the Top, found his Mistake, and fell to the Ground.  His Companions perceiving his Fall, endeavoured to give him their Assistance, but finding him unable to Stand, ran to the watch-House and acquainted the Watchmen therewith, some of whom immediately went with them to the Rookery for the Relief of the unfortunate Fellow, but when they came found him dead, having, by the Fall, broke his Back, Neck, one Arm, &c.  Upon which they carried his two Companions back to the Watch House, and kept them in Custody all Night, that they might be ready to give an Account of the affair to the Coroner’s Inquest, who sat on the Body the next Day, and brought in their verdict, Accidental Death.  -  We hope this and the many other Accidents of the like Nature, which have so frequently happened at this Season of the Year, will, for the future, make every Person of common Sense, set a greater value on his Life, than to hazard it for a Rook.

Mercury, 11/06/1759.  On Monday Night last a farmer at Lutterworth, who went out from his House the Day before, was found hanging in a barn near that Place,  he had linger’d under a disquiet Mind for some time, and has left a Wife and five young Children.

   On Wednesday, a middle-aged woman at Hallaton, near Market-Harborough, cut her Throat in such a Manner that she died directly.  It is thought her being with Child, and not being married, was the Cause of her committing this rash and fatal Action.

Mercury, 02/07/1759.  Yesterday se’nnight a Boy about 13 Years old, son to one STONES, a Taylor, at Asham, near Stoneleigh, endeavouring to swim with Rushes, in the River Avon there, was unfortunately drowned; and a Servant to a Farmer, at that Place, endeavouring to save him, met with the same unhappy Fate.  We also hear, that a Man was drowned at the beginning of last Week at Stone Bridge, on the road to Birmingham; and that another narrowly escaped the same untimely End.

Mercury, 04/07/1759.  On Tuesday last some Men being at Harvest Work in a Field in the Parish of Tanworth, near Henly-Arden, one of them was struck dead by Lightning, and two others very much hurt, one of whom, it is feared, will lose his Eye-sight, and a large Tree (under which they went for Shelter) was considerably burnt.

Mercury, 01/10/1759.  On Saturday last as a Child about three Years old belonging to a Person in Muchpark-street, was playing about a Pail of Water, it tumbled in, and was drown’d.

   WILLIAM SAVAGE of this City went on Saturday Night last to Mill Piers at a Water Mill at Stoneleigh, at which Place he was found dead Yesterday Morning.  How the accident happen’d is not certainly known.

   Yesterday Morning as Man Servant to Mrs. CLEO DALLISON, in this City, was pulling at the Bow-string on the Top of a loaded Waggon, it broke, by which Means he fell to the ground, and fractured his Scull in so horrible a Manner, that he died about Half an Hour later.

Mercury, 29/10/1759.  The following melancholy Accident happen’d last Wednesday at Hinckley.  One WRIGHT, a brick-maker, of that Town, with a young Fellow, his Servant, being employed to sink a Well there, had proceeded to the Depth of about seven Yards, at which Time Wright himself being only in (with a Rope affix’d to him in the usual Manner) and wanting more help, order’d his Servant to come down also; who thinking it too dangerous, as first refused it; but the Master persisting in his Command, the young Fellow at length complied: Just as he had reach’d the Bottom, the Earth fell in upon them, and smother’d Wright; the young Fellow, was only cover’d up to his Arms; assistance being ready at Hand proposed to fix a Rope to him, and wind him up by the Windless; but this he rejected, telling them that he stuck so fast that an Attempt of that Kind would pull him Limb from Limb, and begg’d them to endeavour to give him Relief by digging the Earth away with Spades; when at that Instant another fall of earth happen’d; which put an End to his Life.
   The same Day an unhappy Accident of the same Kind happen’d at Longford, near this City, to a Boy and Girl, about 6 Years old each, who were playing in a Sand Hole, when the earth fell in and smother’d them both.

Mercury, 21/07/1760.  On Monday Night last as WILLIAM ADAMS and JOHN HUMPHRYS, two Mowers, were going from their Work at Berkswell, Adams having a naked Scythe in his Hand, had the Misfortune to fall down upon it, which went into his Belly, as it is supposed, five or six Inches, so that his Bowels came out.  He was attended the next Day by two eminent Surgeons, who, tho’ they despaired of his Life at First, are now in Hopes of his Recovery.

Mercury, 16/06/1760.   A few days ago one WILLIAM TURNER, A Man that used to travel the Country as a Chair-bottomer, was committed to Warwick Gaol, by Mr. Justice Palmer, for the Murder of his Wife in a Wood between Kenilworth and Berkswell Church End, on the 6th Inst.  He confess’d before the Justice that he first gave her a blow on the Stomach, then cut her Throat, and threw her into a Pit, and Stones on her to sink her; after which, being fearful lest the Blood he had on his Cloaths should destroy him, his wicked Mind suggested to him the cutting off two of his Fingers, in order to make Persons believe it came from the Amputation.  His Fingers have been found, but the Search made for the Body of his Wife has hitherto been in vain.  He is suspected to have also murdered his Son, about 11 or 12 Years of Age, as his Cloaths have been found, and he has not been heard of since that Time.
Mercury, 03/12/1759.   Saturday se’nnight in the Evening, a young Woman, servant to Mr. Antill, at the Bell-inn in Market-Harborough, Leicestershire, going in the Evening to milk Cows, and staying longer than usual, a Person of the House went to search for her, who found her dead.  She is supposed to have been killed by a Kick from the cow.

   Wednesday last a genteel well dress’d man, unknown, was found dead in a Field at Great Bowden, near Market-Harborough.  He had a Hand-Whip ty’d round his Shoulders, a Pair of Boots on, a Watch in his Pocket, and a small Bundle wrapped up in a Handkerchief, was found by his Side; which, with the Money he had about him, it is thought might be worth upwards of 13l.  He is supposed to have been in the Field several Days; but as no Mark of Violence was found upon him, we are at a loss to account for his Death.

Mercury, 26/11/1759.  On Thursday last two Men being digging Gravel in a pit at Hilmorton, were crush’d to Death by the earth falling in upon them.  They went out after Dinner, and not coming back that Night, their Wives went the next Morning to the Pit to search for them, when they discover’d the above fatal Catastrophe, about 100 loads having fallen down.
Mercury, 01/08/1760.  At the Assizes at Warwick last week. …  WILLIAM TURNER, charged with murdering his Wife; ANN ADAMS, tried for murdering her Bastard Child, and JOHN BASEHILL, found guilty on the Coroner’s Inquest with killing SAMUEL TIDMEASH, were all acquitted.
Mercury, 15/09/1760.  On Monday last as the rev. Mr. JONLING, of Alcester; was coming to Warwick with his Lady in a One Horse Chaise, the Horse suddenly took fright, and ran down a Steep Hill, and broke the Chaise all to pieces.  The Gentleman was killed on the Spot, and the Lady much bruised.

   On Thursday Morning last, about Four o’Clock, a Tradesman came in the Chester Stage Coach, to rthe Coach and Horses Inn in this City, and was soon after shewn to Bed.  The same Morning about Nine o’Clock, the Maid Servant passing by the Chamber Door, perceived his Feet a considerable way out of Bed uncovered; upon which she immediately went down Stairs, and desired the Drawer to go and see the Occasion of his being in that Posture, which he accordingly did, and to his great Surprize found him dead.  There were found in his Pockets a considerable Sum of Money, with some letters, &c., and his Bags (which have not yet been opened) are supposed to contain something of value.  His name appeared to be JOHN OLIVER, a Glazier, of Machynlleth, in Montgomeryshire, North Wales.  Some relatives, and several Persons of his acquaintance being in Town, hey decently buried him on Saturday Night, all attending as Mourners.

Mercury, 29/09/1760.   A Young Man, Son to farmer HASLING  near Carsley, being out shooting a few Days since, and having Occasion to go thro’ a hedge, took hold of his Gun by the barrel, when the Cock catching in the Thorns, it went off and shot him dead on the Spot.

   We hear from Stratford on Avon, that on Thursday night last a Butcher and his Boy went to water their Horses at the Bridge of that Town, when going on the wro ng Side, the Boy and Horse slipt into a Whirl-pool, and were both drowned.  The Boy was taken up that Evening, but the Horse is not yet found.  The Butcher very narrowly escaped.

Mercury, 13/10/1760.  On Wednesday last, Mr. WHITMORE, Farmer, at Wainbury Wood, near this City, being under some discontent of Mind, drowned himself, in a Brook near his own House.  

Mercury, 27/10/1760.  On Wednesday last, Mr. DORMER, Farmer, of Ashorne, near Warwick, had the Misfortune to fall down, in Sight of his own House, and fractured his Skull, and otherwise bruise himself in so bad a Manner, as to expire almost immediately.
Mercury, 02/02/1761.  On Thursday Morning last, two of his Majesty’s Messengers, coming in a Post Chaise to this City, from Litchfield, the Driver carelessly going too near a Sand Pitt (which had Water in it) adjoining to the Road, about three miles from thence, the Chaise fell in, by which Accident one of the Gentlemen lost his Life; and it was with Difficulty the other escaped.

Mercury, 01/06/1761.  On Monday Evening last, a Man called at the Crown in Winnall, near this City, and asked for Lodging, which being granted, he, after drinking a Pint of Ale, went to Bed, seemingly in Good Health: - About Eleven o’Clock the next Morning, the People of the House being surprised at his not getting up, went to know the Reason, but found him dead.  He lean’d a considerable way over one side of the Bed, and had bled at the Nose pretty much.  He is thought to be about 40 Years of Age, and is an entire Stranger.

Mercury, 15/6/1761.  Yesterday as some Boys were catching Cock Cheffers at a Tree on the side of a Pit near Folehill Heath, one of them, about 12 or 13 Years of Age, unfortunately fell in and was drowned.

The Assizes for this City To-day proved a Maiden one.  Two women, Mother and Daughter, were tried for the Murder of a Bastard-Child, but acquitted for want of Evidence.

Mercury, 21/12/1761.  On Thursday last an Inquisition was taken at Woodford, in the County of Northampton, upon View of the Body of MARGARET BURTON, a Child about eight years old.   The Jury brought in their Verdict, Wilfully Murdered by Ann Burton her Mother in Law, she having, as it appeared by Evidence, cruelly beat her the Saturday before, and the Child died on Sunday Evening.  On Examination there was a Wound upon the Cheek, and another upon the Forehead under which here was a Fissure of the Skull.  She was committed to the County gaol.

Mercury, 18/01/1762.  On Thursday Morning last the Wife of Mr. BADHAM, in Cow-lane in this City, (an elderly woman, and who had been for some time disordered in her senses) drown’d herself in Swanswell.  Her Husband being suspicious of her Design, followed her, but she had thrown herself in before he could come up: when got out she shewed some Signs of Life, but expired directly.  The Coroner’s Inquest brought in the Verdict Lunacy.
Mercury, 01/03/1762. [Heavy Snow}  On the said Night likewise a Man died on the Road near Berkswell.   We hear that he had been drinking at a Public House, and could not be prevail’d on to stay till Morning.

Mercury, 22/03/1762. On Wednesday last a Chamber Floor, over a Huckster’s Shop at Jordan Well, in this City, on which lay a Great Quantity of malt, fell in, and a Girl that was just come into the Shop was killed, and some other persons much hurt.

At our Assizes on Tuesday last JOHN DENSTON surrendered himself and was tried, for the Murder of one DAVIS, as mentioned in our Mercury of the 14th of September last.  The Jury bringing in their Verdict Manslaughter, he was burnt in the hand, and ordered to be imprisoned six Months, having been with no Confinement before his Trial.

Mercury, 20/05/1762.  On Monday last, one JACKSON, a labouring Man at Rudgeley in Staffordshire, cut his Throat, and afterwards ript his Belly so that his Bowels came out, and expired immediately.  The Cause is not known.  He has left a Wife and one Child.

Mercury, 28/06/1762.  On Friday last a Child, about two Years old, standing in a One Pair of Stairs Window in a House at St. John’s Bridge in this City, fell into the Street, and was kill’d.

Mercury, 16/08/1762.  At the Assizes at Warwick last week, ANN MORRELL was capitally convicted for the Murder of her bastard Child, and was executed on Thursday pursuant to her sentence.

Mercury, 13/09/1762.  On Saturday last, as some Women were riding in a Cart near Stivichall-Turnpike, the Horses took Fright, and running hastily along, the Women were terrified, and called out for help, when one WILLIAM PARKER, a labouring Man, endeavouring to stop the Horses, had the Misfortune to be thrown down, and the wheel going over his Neck, occasioned his Death in a few Hours after.

  On the 7th Inst. one THOMAS WILLIAMS,  a Soldier in the King’s regiment of Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. PATRICK TONYN, quartered at Litchfield, and who had deserted from thence about a week before, was seiz’d in the said City by two men belonging to that Regiment; but getting away from them, he ran into the Fields, and the two Men pursuing him, he turned again, and stabb’d the Foremost, one WILLIAM SLY, with a knife, so that he died soon after.  He then made off, but has been since taken and committed to Litchfield gaol.  The Coroner’s Inquest, on View of the Body, brought in their Verdict Wilful Murder.

Mercury, 29/11/1762.  Friday se’nnight as one ROBERT BULL, near 80 Years of Age, was returning home from Litchfield market, he broke his Neck and Back at a Place called Sandy-way, and expired immediately.

   The same Night JOHN DALE, Miller, of Tamworth, was drown’d in the Mill-Pool.  He has left a Wife and two Children.

Mercury, 07/02/1763.  Yesterday se’nnight a poor Man was found laying in some Straw near a Barn in Middleworth, near Tamworth, in the County of Warwick, so much declined as to have lost the Use of his Speech.  He was put into a warm bed, and had Nourishment offered him, but died soon after.  He is an entire Stranger there, and had no Money in his Pockets.

Mercury, 07/03/1763.  On Thursday last as Mr. REYNOLDS, an Attorney at Law, at Feddingworth, was on his journey to Lutterworth, he was taken with a faintness at North-Kilworth, and stopt at the Bull there, where, walking about, he dropt down as he was coming into the House, and expired immediately.

Mercury, 11/04.1763.  The same Day [Friday] one FOX, a labouring Man, of Fillongley, was committed to Warwick gaol, on Suspicion of strangling his own Wife.
