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There are six separate data sets in this collection: INDDOUG, HOMDOUG, INDLAS, HOMLAS, INDGILA, and HOMGILA. These indictment and homicide files are one-hundred percent samples and stand alone. I developed these data sets while completing research for my dissertation at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln from 1991 to 1993. The three counties examined are Douglas County, Nebraska, Las Animas County, Colorado, and Gila County, Arizona. There were some gaps in the coroner’s inquest in Douglas County because the files were missing and probably destroyed. While researching the criminal registers in 1991 I had seen them in the old records section, but upon my return the next year they were missing. The county coroner graciously allowed me to use the coroner’s logs which provided names of victims and the cause of death; they were helpful. Las Animas County had a complete run of the coroner’s records and Gila County also had a fairly complete set. All three counties had good data within the Criminal Appearance Dockets or Registers of Criminal Actions.

The counties were selected because they provided a great deal of ethnic diversity and they represented regions that were quite distinctive. For example, Douglas County provided an excellent sample of black homicides because of the in-migration of blacks from the south into Omaha. The railroads and meat packing business offered employment for many blacks. I discovered that black homicide rates were ten to eleven times higher than those of whites and they also killed outside of their race more frequently than whites or Hispanics. Trinidad in Las Animas County, was a center famous for its coal fields, and was peopled by a very diverse population that included Mexicans, Italians, Serbs, Croats, and other Europeans. This region provides some insights into Italian vendettas that continued for decades. Italians had high indictment rates but low conviction rates; witnesses were afraid to talk about the murders. Gila County offers a significant sample of Apache homicides as well as a cross-section of white, Hispanic, and European victims and killers. Whites could kill Indians with virtual impunity; however, Apaches who killed whites received harsh punishment. 

I assembled the homicide data from a variety of sources including criminal case files, coroner’s inquest reports, and newspaper accounts. Coroner’s inquests were the most useful for social data about the victim. Using coroner’s reports assures that about eighty percent of all homicides committed in the three counties are represented in the data sample. These records were fairly complete except for Douglas County where only the coroner’s logs were available. Despite gaps the social data is very rich, and when analyzed with the other two data sets it paints a graphic picture of ethnicity and homicide in Arizona, Colorado, and Nebraska.


HOMICIDE (INQUEST) CODE SHEET

VAR
VAR LABEL      CODING KEYS
1
VICTIM       




_________________________________

2
PERPETRATOR  



_________________________________

3
CRIMADD     




_________________________________

4
YEAR 









__________

5
MONTH
   99=UNKN






__________

6
DAY

   99=UNKN






__________

7
DAYOFWK
   1=MONDAY, ETC.





__________




   9=UNKN         

8
TIME
             1=12 NOON-3PM  2=3-6PM  3=6-9PM 

   4=9-12 MID  5=12 MID-3AM  6=3-6AM

   7=6-9AM  8=9-12 NOON  9=UNKN


__________

9
COUNTY         26=GILA 28=DOUGLAS 30=LAS ANIMAS

__________

10
VICSEX
 1=MALE 2=FEMALE




__________

11
VICETHNIC    1=ANGLO 2=HISPANIC 3=INDIAN 

   4=CHINESE 5=AFRICAN AMN 6=ITALIAN

   7=GREEK 8=EAST EUROPEAN 9=UNKN

__________

12
VICAGE
   99=UNKN






__________

13
VICDRINK
   1=YES 2=NO 3=OTHER DRUGS 

   9=UNKN


     
          


__________

14
VICOCCUP     







__________  

1=LABORER  

2=FARMER  

3=RANCHER  

4=RANCH/FARM HAND  

5=MERCHANT      

6=TRADESMAN  

7=HOUSEWIFE  

8=BARMAN  

9=DOMESTIC  

10=LAWMAN 

11=PROSTITUTE  

12=PIMP  

13=CLERICAL  

14=TRANSIENT  

15=DOCTOR 

16=PROFESSIONAL  

17=OTHER

18=MINER

19=MINE/COMPANY GUARD

20=MILITIA

99=UNKN    

15
PERPSEX      1=MALE 2=FEMALE





__________

16
PERPETHNIC   1=ANGLO 2=HISPANIC 3=INDIAN

   4=CHINESE 5=AFRICAN AMN 6=ITALIAN

   7=GREEK 8=EAST EUROPEAN 9=UNKN

__________

17
PERPAGE 
   99=UNKN






__________

18
PERPDRINK
   1=YES 2=NO 3=OTHER DRUGS 

   9=UNKN


      



__________

19
PERPOCCUP    99=UNKN (SEE VICOCCUP)



__________

20
WEAPON       1=HAND GUN 2=OTHER GUN

                  3=KNIFE/SHARP INST 4=AXE 

   5=HANGING 6=DRUGS 7=FISTS

                  8=STRANGLED 9=BLUNT INST 

   10=POISON 11=OTHER 99=UNKN


__________

21
RELATIONSHIP 1=ACQUAINTED 2=STRANGERS

   3=MARRIED 4=RELATED OTHER

   5=LIVED TOGETHER 9=UNKN



__________

22
LOCATION     1=VIC/HOME CITY 2=VIC/HOM RURAL

   3=STREET 4=SALOON 5=WORK 6=PERP HOME

                  7=BROTHEL 8=FARM/RANCH 9=RR 10=CTY RD 

        11=STORE 12=OTHER BLDG 18=MINE 99=UNKN       
__________

23
CAUSE
   







__________

1=DOMESTIC 

2=QUARREL 

3=BRAWL

4=LYNCH MOB 

5=KILLED BY POLICE

6=KILLED POLICE 

7=ROBBERY 

8=ABORTION 

9=OTHER 

10=KILLED CO GUARD

11=KILLED BY CO GUARD 

13=KILLED MILITIA 

14=KILLED BY MILITIA 

99=UNKN 

24
CORONERED    1=YES 2=NO 9=UNKN




__________

25
INDICTED
   1=YES 2=NO 9=UNKN




__________

NOTES SECTION
   (CRIME DESCRIPTION, ETC.)



INDICTMENT CODE SHEET

NAME



    ______________________________________

CASE NUMBER    FIVE DIGITS                  


____________ 

ETHNIC         1=ANGLO  2=HISPANIC  3=INDIAN

               4=CHINESE  5=AFRICAN AMERICAN    

____________

CRIME          1=MURDER 2=MANSLAUGHTER

               3=ASSLT TO MURDER                



____________

DATE           YEAR  MONTH  DAY                 


____________

PLEA           1=G  2=NG  3=BARGAIN             


____________

TRIAL LENGTH   DAYS  2 DIGITS                   


____________

VERDICT        1=GUILTY  2=NOT GUILTY

               3=DISMISSED  4=NO VERDICT

               5=INSANE  9=UNKN                   



____________

GUILTYOF       1=1ST 2=2ND 3=MANSL                


____________

TRIALS         NUMBER OF  1 DIGIT                 


____________

SENTENCE       1=1‑5 YRS    2=6‑10 YRS

               3=11‑15 YRS  4=16‑20 YRS

               5=21‑25 YRS  6=26‑30 YRS

               7=31‑40 YRS  8=LIFE 10=DEATH  

               11=INSANE ASYLUM 99=UNKN           


____________

COUNTY         26=GILA 28=DOUGLAS 30=LAS ANIMAS 
____________

VIC ETHNIC     1=ANGLO 2=HISPANIC 3=INDIAN

               
4=CHINESE 5=AFRICAN AMERICAN    

____________ 

VIC SEX

1=MALE 2=FEMALE


     
____________

WEAPON

1=HAND GUN 2=OTHER GUN  

3=KNIFE/SHARP INST 4=AXE 


5=HANGING 6=DRUGS 7=FISTS 

8=STRANGLED 9=BLUNT INST

10=POISON 11=OTHER 99=UNKN      
____________ 

SEX


1=MALE 2=FEMALE



____________

