Homicides of Adults in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, 1818-1850

CHECK LOCATION – haven’t find original issue yet
1846:  721 - H Oct. 23; ed:2/1 - The examination of William R. Meyers, Samuel Meyers, and William S. Burr who are alleged to have killed a Mr. Hoyt, resulted in their being held for trial. Mrs. Meyers committed suicide on learning that her letters to Hoyt had been given up by him. "Yet le letters between Mrs. Meyers and Mr. Hoyt, which are well circulated do more harm than the novels which vitiated and destroyed Mrs. M., we are sorry to see are published by a portion of the American press."






CUY
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1801 or 1802





Cleveland, CUY

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM INDIAN by INDIAN
Motive:  REVENGE for not saving the life of his wife

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Big Son m. Menompsy


Weapon:  knife to the side


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Cleveland Leader 5/3/1859:  1 / 4:  The first murder committed within the limits of the city (so far as is known) happened in 1801 or 1802.  There are three men now living who were in Cleveland at the time and saw the combatants.  They are Allan Gaylord, Alonzo Carter of Newburgh, and Julius C. Huntington of Painesville.  All of them remember the event.


Menompsy, a medicine man, prescribed officially for the wife of Big Son of the Seneca tribe.  Later she died.  The Indians, Big Son and Menompsy, after drinking some whiskey, were walking along Union lane.  Big Son extended his hand as though to shake hands in the fashion of the white man.  As he did so, he drew a knife and slashed Menompsy in the side, fatally wounding him.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Big Son 

Ethnicity:

Seneca

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Menompsy

Ethnicity:

Seneca

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

healer / “medicine man”
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1826, Aug. 15




Cleveland, CUY
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days until death:  4

SUSPECT(s):
Edward Daugherty
VICTIM(s):
David French

Cause of death:  with hands & feet – hit DF “in and upon the head, neck, breast, stomach, back, and sides” – beat & kick – d. 8/19

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, premeditated, and mansl

Term of court:  10/1826

Court proceedings:  10/1826t:  pNG.  fG mansl.  LIFE.
Legal records:  

Common Pleas Record 7: 366-9

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Edward Daugherty
Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

David French
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1827, Oct. 10




Cleveland, CUY
P

CHECK location – assume Cleveland – the 10/12/1827 issue is not available at OHS – try someday in Cleveland
Class:   probable


Crime:   HOM MANSL
Rela:     TAVERN CUSTOMER by CUSTOMER

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  yes, assailant

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:
no


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  Mr. Cook m. transient named Wentworth


Weapon:  blunt object or physical [violence].  d. in a half hour.

Circumstances:  at the public house of Joseph Mason. Wentworth was drunk and verbally attacked Mr. Cook.  Cook inflicted a few blows to Wentworth’s head, killing him.  Cook was enfeebled by sickness.

Inquest:  case not found in surviving inquests, but newspaper says coroner did not fix responsibility for the crime.


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

252 - H Oct. 12/1827:3/1 - An unfortunate affair happened Oct. 10 at the public house of Joseph Mason. A transient named Wentworth, while intox​icated, used very abusive language to a Mr. Cook, a boarder in the house and although much enfeebled by sickness, Cook inflicted a few blows up-on Wentworth's head which proved fatal a half-hour later.

The coroner's jury did not fix the responsibility for the death.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___ Cook

Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m


Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

boarder at public house of Joseph Mason


Town:


[Cleveland]
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Wentworth

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, June 9




Cleveland, CUY
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Nathan Grimes
VICTIM(s):
Henry Williams

Cause of death:  drowned [phys].  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   pushed HW into a lock on the Ohio Canal where he drowned.  

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder:  premeditated malice

Term of court:  7/1839

Court proceedings:  pG.  1 yr.
Legal records:  

Common Pleas Record 34: 73-4

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Nathan Grimes
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Cleveland Twp
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Henry Williams
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1840, July                                                                                          Newburgh Twp., CUY

P






Class:   probable
Crime: HOM  

Rela:  UNK DUMPED BODY
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  unk
Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

HOM:  unidentified man was found to have been murdered


Weapon:  blow to the head, 3” deep [blunt]

Circumstances:  body of unidentified man found in the canal near the four mile lock in Newburgh

Inquest:   i.d. 7/13/1840, Coroner Smith.  Verdict:  by violence by person(s) unknown.

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

1031-Herald July 14/1840:/3 - Coroners Inquest. Coroner Smith was called last evening to view the body of an unknown man found in the canal near the four mile lock in the township of Newburgh, who was supposed to have been murdered. The deceased was about 5 ft 8 inches high, dark hair, front teeth all sound, a scar on the lower end of nose right side, was dressed coarse cotton shirt with a striped one over it, similar to what is used for bed ticking. brown woolen pantaloons considerably worn, boots and woolen socks. Drs. Wright of Cleveland and Palmer of Brooklyn were called upon to hold a post mortem examination, and they a wound back of the right ear, near the lower end, about three inches deep, and of a size to admit a persons finger, which after a full examination they were of the opinion would cause immediate death. Verdict of the jury "that the deceased came to his death by violence by the hands of some person or persons unknown to the jury."
(4)
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___



Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age: 


adult


Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1843, Dec. 15




Cleveland, CUY

INQ

P
CT
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    SPOUSE WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  ABUSE
Intox?:  probably assailant
Day of week:
F
Holiday?:
no


Time of day:
6pm
Days to death:  0

HOM:  Peter Lavalle m. Nancy Lavalle [aka Mary Lavalle in Inquest index]

Weapon:  head and shoulders “mangled” with a club [blunt].  “upon the right side of the head above the ear.”  A mortal blow, “then and there died.”

Circumstances:  at home of victim and accused:  their shanty, which housed the “doggery” that PL kept near the River St. wharf.

Inquest:  4: i.d. 12/16/1843:  “by violence from her husband Peter Lavalle.”  C. L. Camp, cor.

Indictment: manslaughter

Term:  2/1844

Court proceedings: 5/1844t:  fG mansl.  10 yrs.
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga Co. inquest 4


TESTIMONY

Common Pleas Record 44: 515-17

Newspaper:  
927:  H  12/23/1843:  2/1:  An awful exemplification of the effects in habitually using the intoxicating bowl was exhibited yesterday when Peter Lavalle was charged with murdering his wife, Nancy, last night.


Lavalle, who is about 40 years of age, has kept a doggery near the River St. wharf; and just before dark yesterday Mrs. Lavalle was heard by a person standing near the back end of the shanty imploring Peter not to kill her.  The next morning, however, the woman was found lying on the bunk with her head and shoulders “horridly” mangled.  A coroner’s inquest showed that death had been caused by someone.


When the accused was unable to furnish the $4,000 bail, Justice Hoadley committed him to jail to await the sitting of the common pleas court.
832:  H  3/12/1844: cd:3/1 - Peter Laval was tried at the present term of the court of common pleas in this county for killing his wife, found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced to the penitentiary for ten years.  The testimony exhibited the appalling effects of intemperance in transforming humans to demons, and miserable life and violent death is one of the dram drinking doggeries, which are a disgrace to our city.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Peter Lavalle
Ethnicity:

French
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


40
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Nancy
Children:



Occupation:

tavern owner
Town:


Cleveland
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Nancy Lavalle
Ethnicity:

French
Race:


w
Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:

m. Peter
Children:



Occupation:

housewife
Town:


Cleveland
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1846, Sept. 16




Cleveland, CUY
P
INQ
CT
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    TAVERN CUSTOMER by CUSTOMER
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  both victim & accused
Day of week:
W
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  James Finley [Finlay] m. James Henry

Weapon:  with a cane [blunt].  Left side of the face under the ear & left side of the belly under the short ribs – 2 mortal wounds – “then and there died.”

Circumstances:  after getting drunk at a doggery on Bath St.

Inquest:  18:  i.d. 9/18/1846:  injuries

Indictment:  manslaughter

Term:  11/1846

Court proceedings:  11/1846t:  pNG.  fG mansl.  10 yrs.
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga Co. inquest 18

Common Pleas Record 49: 421-2
Newspaper:  

717 - H Sept. 17:2/3 - The coroner's jury considering the death of James Henry found that the deceased "came to his death by blows inflicted upon his person by James Finlay."

The blows are alleged to have been struck with a club when the two men got into a row after drinking to excess at some of the Bath St. doggries.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

James Finlay 
Ethnicity:

[Scots]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Henry
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1847, Mar.




Ohio City, Brooklyn Township, CUY
INQ
Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    SPOUSE WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  
ABUSE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Greenvalt
VICTIM(s):
Matilda Greenwalt

Cause of death:  [phys]

Circumstances:   found at their home.  Beaten by her husband – may have caused or contributed to her death.

Inquest:   i.d. 3/20/1847.  C. L. Camp, coroner.  Verdict:  “by cause unknown.”

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  

Cuyahoga County inquest 22

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Greenvalt
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Matilda
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Matilda Greenvalt
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. John
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1847, May 25





Brooklyn Twp., CUY

P

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:  HOM 

Rela:    SPOUSE WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  John Wood (aided and abetted by John Arnold and David Smith) m. Anna Wood


Weapon:  blows to head and face [phys].  Probably d. inst.

Circumstances:  found dead at her home in Brooklyn Township, near Walworth Run.


Inquest:  yes, by Coroner Camp, 5/27/1847.  Verdict:  “by violence inflicted upon the head and face.”

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  John Wood awaiting trial
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga County Inquest :


24:   Wood,     (wife of John)             5-27-1847      injuries

Newspaper:  

HERALD June 2:1/7 - Coroner Camp was called yesterday to hold an inquest over the body of Anna Wood, wife of John Wood. Mrs. Wood was found dead at her residence in Brooklyn township, near the Walworth run. The jury returned a verdict of death by violence from blows on the head and face.

HERALD June 9:1/7 - The examination of John Wood, John Arnold, and David Smith, for the murder of Anna Wood, wife of the former, took place yester​day before John Barr, Esq., and resulted in the discharge of Arnold and Smith, while Wood was removed to jail to await trial at the next term of the common pleas court.
(2)
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

John Wood



Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
married to Anna Wood


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Brooklyn Township



Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Anna Wood



Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:
 
married to John Wood


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Brooklyn Township



Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1847, July




Cleveland, CUY
INQ
Class of death:   uncertain
Class of crime:   poss HOM / poss CAS DRO
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Samuel Nunn

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   found in Canal Lock 43

Inquest:   i.d.7/9/1847.   C. L. Camp, coroner.  Verdict:  “found in the Lock with his neck broke Contusion on the right side of the head cause unknown.”

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  

Cuyahoga County inquest 26

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Samuel Nunn
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1847, Oct 21





Cleveland, CUY

P

INQ

CT

DATE:  court record says 10/22.  Newspaper says 10/21.  Go with 10/21.
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:
no


Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  1


HOM:  Nelson Rathbone and Amasa Norton  m. Jerome B. Wilson


Weapon:  blows [phys].  d. 10/22.  Indictment:  Threw a brick on 10/22 and hit him on the right side of the head above the right ear – 1 mortal wound.  Died 10/23.

Circumstances:  assaulted by 2 unknown men on River St. after exchanging words


Inquest:  yes, i.d. 10/24/1847.  Verdict:  died of death from injuries inflicted by person(s) unknown.


Indictment:  M-2

Term:  3/1848

Court proceedings:  4 men arrested, examined, and released.  $100 reward offered for the murderers.  3/1848t:  pNG.  NR fNG.  AN nolle pros.
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga County Inquests:


#28 Wilson, Jerome       10-24-1847     injuries


Common Pleas Journal 51: 513-18

Newspaper:  

HERALD Oct. 27:2/1 - The coroner yesterday held an inquest on the body of Jerome B. Wilson, who died Oct. 22, at a house in Union Lane. Wilson was assaulted by two men on River St. with whom he had some words on the eve​ning of Oct. 21, who felled him to the earth and then escaped in the dark​ness. The jury returned a verdict of death from injuries inflicted by a person or persons unknown. (7)
HERALD Nov. 3:2/2 - The four men that were committed to jail a few days ago on suspicion of being concerned in the murder of Wilson had an examination before Justice Barr yesterday and were discharged. There was no testimony found to fix the deed upon them.

HERALD Nov. 3:2/5 - The city authorities have offered a reward of $100 for such a discovery as shall lead to the apprehension and conviction of the murderer or murderers of Jerome B. Wilson.
(verbatim)

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

4 men released that were arrested for suspicion 



Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Jerome B. Wilson



Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1848, May




Parma, CUY
INQ
Class:   certain – modern manslaughter
Crime:   HOM / had been beaten
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  unknown person(s) suspected of m. Richard Casson

Weapon:  [violence]  Found dead in the road in a pool of water – drowned.

Circumstances:  Victim claimed he had been beaten by 3 or 4 persons, which left him wounded on the head and disoriented.  Other witnesses said he had fallen drunk down the stairs.

Inquest:  44:  i.d. 5/8/1848:  injuries.  Homer Strong, coroner.  

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga Co. inquest 44

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Richard Casson
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1848, Oct.




Cleveland, CUY
INQ
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  unknown person(s) suspected of m. unknown man

Weapon:  [violence]

Circumstances:  found near the lake “under the edge of a pile driver partly covered up.”

Inquest:  40:  i.d. 10/31/1848:  injuries.  Homer Strong, coroner.  “in consequence of a blow inflicted over the left eye by some person or persons unknown.”

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga Co. inquest 40

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1849, Mar.







Rockport, CUY

P

INQ
Class:    certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK DUMPED BODY
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:

Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

HOM:  unknown person m. George Evans

Weapon:  gunshot to the head

Circumstances:  [street]  EVANS’ BODY WAS FOUND NEAR WRIGHT’S TAVERN IN ROCKPORT. DECOMPOSED BLOOD AND MATURE MAGGOTS WERE FOUND ON THE BODY INDICATING THE CRIME HAD HAPPENED SOME TIME AGO. SOME ATTEMPT AT HIDING THE BODY HAD BEEN MADE.


Inquest:  41:  i.d. 3/11/1849:  shooting

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga Co. inquest 41

Newspaper:  

832 – DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Mar. 13:2/2 - The body of a man identified as George Evans was found near Wright's tavern in Rockport on Mar. 11. A bullet had passed completely through his head.  Evans was formerly connected with the Eagle hotel in Buffalo, N. Y.

833 - DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Mar. 19; ed:2/2 - The undoubted and cold-blooded murder recently brought to light in Rockport demands more than the passing notice which has been given it. The name of the deceased is undoubtedly George Evans.  
By the testimony of Dr. Kirtland, it appears that the body was in a partial state of decay. Between the skin of the chest and undershirt was a quantity of decomposed blood, and some full-grown maggots – indicating that the person must have died last autumn.


The body was placed on its back, partially covered with rotten leaves and wood.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

George Evans

Ethnicity:

[Welsh]
Race:


w
Gender:

m


Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Rockport

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:

Eagle Hotel, Buffalo, NY

1849, Sept. 15






Cleveland, CUY
P
INQ

NOTE:  may well have been a racially motivated attack

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK [probably racial prejudice]
Intox?:  

Day of week:  Sat
Holiday?:
no


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  Jonathan Kaneen and James Hammond m. Daniel Rout


Weapon:  club [blunt]

Circumstances:  found at 80 Williams Alley.  

Inquest:  49:  Daniel Ronte.  E. Hessenmuller, coroner.  Verdict:  i.d. 9/17/1849:  murdered.  “by a blow inflicted upon his head with a club . . . by one William Hammond, said Hammond being aided and abetted [sic] by one Thomas Walsh and one other person whose name is unknown.”

Indictment:  guilty of manslaughter


Term:  10/1849

Court proceedings: fG mansl.  JK:  2 yrs.  JH:  4 yrs.
Legal Records:  


Cuyahoga Co. inquest 49

Newspaper:  

839 - DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Oct. 18/ 1849:2/1 - Jonathan Kaneen, who is charged with the murder of Daniel Rout, a colored man sometime last September, will be tried tomorrow. Cassel and McReynolds are attorneys for the defendant.


840 - DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Oct. 22; ed:3/1,2 - The trial of Jonathan Kaneen is in progress.   He was indicted for the murder of Daniel Rout, a colored man who was killed Sept. 15.


We did not know Rout, but the Moore family, his former employer, bears 

a very good name. One of them testified at the trial and appeared quite intelligent. He evidently made a deep impression on the jury for his story was rational and impartial, and it was told in a very candid manner:  "This is the first time, we believe, a colored-man has been-permitted to testify here, in a case against a white man; and we would that every man in the State, whether a friend or a foe to the repeal of the Black laws last winter, could have heard this man give testimony - the first that he might rejoice in the wisdom of this measure, and the second that he might be convinced of his error."

841 - DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Oct. 23:2/1 - It is unofficially reported that Jonathan Kaneen, who has been on trial for the murder of Daniel Rout, has been convicted of manslaughter.

842 - DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Oct. 24; ed:2/1 - James Hammond, who was indicted for the murder of Daniel Rout, a colored man, has pleaded guilty.

"We hope the Court will show mercy towards him; and believe that when he is again restored to his family and to society, he will be, as he has been heretofore, an affectionate protector of the one, and a peaceful member of the other."

843 - DAILY TRUE DEMOCRAT Oct. 29:2/1 - The following persons have received sentences from the common pleas court of this term: James Hammond, manslaughter, in the killing of Daniel Rout, four years' in the penitentiary; Jonathan Kaneen, same case, two years.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Jonathan Kaneen and James Hammond

Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


w


Gender:

m


Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

James Hammond

Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m


Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Daniel Rout


Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, Oct. 11 




Cleveland, CUY

P

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:  HOM, manslaughter/drowning


Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL


Intox?:  yes, both
Day of week:
F
Holiday?:
no


Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Robert Watson m. John O’ Neil 


Weapon:  drowned


Circumstances:  Robert Watson and John O’Neil were drunk and fighting on a dock, O’Neil fell into river and drowned.


Inquest:  67:  i.d. 10/15/1850:  drowned.

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Cuyahoga Co. inquest 67

Newspaper:  

952 – The Daily True Democrat  Oct. 14:2/1 - On Oct. 11 Robert Watson, a sailor, and John O'Neil got drunk and fought on the dock. O'Neil fell into the river and was drowned. Watson is now in jail.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused: 

 Robert Watson





Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m


Age:


adult


Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

sailor


Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim: 

 John O’Neil


Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


[w]


Gender:

m


Age:


adult


Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








