Florida Homicides – Gadsden County (Quincy)


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1827:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Gadsden County Circuit Court Minutes, 1849-55, Book 1: (11/1849t – 3/1855)






GADSDEN
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1829, [Jan]


GADSDEN

PROC (GOV)
PROC (P)


NOTE:  could be a murder by an overseer

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM] SLAVE by WHITE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Edward A. Robinson
VICTIM(s):
Claiborne, a slave, property of Elizabeth Mason in Alabama

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

William P. Duval to William Wilson, November 28, 1829, Territorial Auditor of the Public Accounts, Auditors Office, RG 352, Ser. 584, box, fo. 2. FS Archives.


Additional $200 offered by the citizens of Gadsden County.  

Newspaper:  


Proclamation for the Arrest of Edward A. Robinson, January 30, 1829, in Key West Register and Commercial  Advertiser, February 19, 1829. 


Robinson flees.  Gov. Duval offers $200 reward proclamation for arrest: Robinson described as between 23 and 25, 5’8” fine constitution, and stout built, 150-180, complexion of a reddish cast, his voice keen and shrill, and hair dark.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Edward Robinson


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


[24]
between 23 & 25
Phys char:


68”
150-180 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Claiborne
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Elizabeth Mason

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1842]


GADSDEN

PROC (GOV)
PROC (P)

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Whitaker Bains
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled.  No evidence he was ever captured.  
Legal Records:  

Proclamation for the Arrest of Whitaker Bains, August 10, 1842, Proclamaton of Richard K. Call, Governors Office, Letterbooks, RG 101, Ser. 2, vol. 2,np. FR Archives

Whitaker Bains kills unknown person.  Incarcerated for short time and then escaped.   Proclamation describes him as 25 years old, 5’5”, 125 pounds, blue eyes, dark hair, sallow complexion, a little stoop shouldered, has a quick step when walking and but little beard.  
Newspaper:  

Proclamation:  ditto:  Quincy Sentinel, September 2, 1842; Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, August 12, 1842; Pensacola Gazette, August 27, 1842; Tallahassee Star of Florida, August 25, 1842.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect: 

Whitaker Bains  



Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m


Age:


25


Phys char:


65”
125 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1846, [Aug.]


near Quincy, GADSDEN

VOUCHER
PROC (GOV)

P

LET

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  ELIMINATING a WITNESS / REVENGE:  a fellow stage driver who

threatened to expose their crimes
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Sam Holloman and two accomplices
VICTIM(s):
James Fish

Weapon:  shot [gun]

Circumstances:  victim was ambushed about 1 mile from Quincy.  Very complicated case.  Holloman led a gang of mail robbers, negro stealers.  At an extra emergency session of court called by Judge Baltzell nearly 8 culprits were prosecuted.  Holloman, William Carruthers (accomplice) a black man, George Clifton (alias William Jones) and George Young for the murder of Fish.  Holloman convicted and hanged on October 3, 1846.  


Before his capture, Young was described as “stout made, 5’4” “very black eyes, jet black hair, interspersed with gray.  Thick black beard.  No whiskers, swarthy complexion, often complains of indisposition, 28 or 30, Tailor by trade.”  


George Clifton sometimes passes by the name of William C. Jones, 5’8” or 9” “slender, fair and ruddy complexion, brown hair, inclined to curl, generally wears his hair long, very little beard mostly on chin, intelligent and fond of reading, has traveled through the greater part of the US and Canada, 23 or 24, might pass fro 20.  Shoemaker by trade, inferior workman.”  [Proclamation for the Arrest of George Clifton, William C. Jones, and George Young, in Tallahassee Floridian, October 3, 1846; Newport Gazette, December 15, 1846]


Men named Alvin Flowers, Smith and Black convicted of Negro Stealing sentenced to hang on Oct, 9.  


Jacksonville The News, October 23, 1846: Holloman father in law of Flowers and Fish.  The gang “has long infested portions of Alabama, Georgia, and Florida. Flowers robbed the mail stage near Quincy and while confined in jail on that accusation, the mail driver who was the only witness against him, was shot by his father-in-law Holloman.  There was, fortunately, a passenger inside the stage at the time it occurred, who drove the wounded man to Quincy, where he died soon afterwards.  Flowers, Black, and Smith were to have been hung on the 9th inst. 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG.  Death.  To hang 10/3/1846.  Hanged.
Legal Records:  

Proclamation for the Arrest of Young and Clifton in Book of Record (Proclamations), RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, no. 39. p. 29, FSA.
Comptroller’s Vouchers, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 1, Gadsden Co., FSA.  

Ten men were indicted for slave stealing, robbery, and murder.  Holloman, Flowers, Smith, and Black were found guilty.


State v. Reuben Scott, the proprietor of the stage line



State v. Jessee Robinson



State v. Thomas Smith



State v. John Black



State v. Dempsey Tidwell



State v. John, a slave



State v. Alvin Flowers



State v. Samuel Holloman



State v. William Carruthers



State v. Sam, a slave

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian, August 1, 15, October 3, 10, 31, 1846


Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, August, 11, 18, September 8, 1846


Jacksonville The News, October 16, 23, November 13, 1846


Tallahassee Southern Journal, September 22, 29, 1846


Jacksonville Florida News, 10/3 & 10/1846

Other Sources:

Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 188-90.

Thomas J. Hodson to Eugene Hodson, 8/13/1846, Hodson Letters, State Library of Florida:  On the pursuit of Fish’s murderer:  “All our people are out today after [the killer], with a pack of bloodhounds . . . .  These dogs are very ferocious.  If they can get to him, I would not give a straw for his life—they will tear him limb from limb.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Sam Holloman and two accomplices
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

stage driver
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Fish
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

stage driver
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, Sept. 16 




GADSDEN

PROC (P)

PROC (GOV)
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Riggins
VICTIM(s):
John White

Weapon:  


Circumstances:   


Inquest:  


Indictment:  fled


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

James M. Gilchrist to Thomas Brown, October 10, 1850, Office of the Governor, Correspondence of Thomas Brown, 1849-1853, RG 101, ser. 755, box 1, fo. 6,FS Archives.

Coroner writes governor that the murder was of “such a character as justifies the highest reward the law authorizes.  It is believed that James Riggins is lurking about Chattahoochee in the state of Georgia and this reward my procure his arrest.”  Riggins was  25, 5’8”, dark complexion, full round face, stout, and heavy built, “addicted to drinking.” 
Newspaper:  

Florida Sentinel, 10/15/1850:  Proclamation for arrest.  $100 reward.  “dark eyes, dark complexion and a full round face – is stout and heavily built and addicted to drinking.”  10/12/1850, Thomas Brown.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Riggins

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m



Age:


25

Phys char:



68”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John White

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1853]




GADSDEN

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Daniel Mashburn
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 3/1853


Court proceedings:  __

Legal Records:  


Gadsden County Circuit Court Minutes, 1849-55, Book 1:332

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Daniel Mashburn

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1857]


GADSDEN

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Samuel Carter
VICTIM(s):
Daniel Leslie

Weapon:  shotgun


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  




Indictment:  murder

Term:  Fall 1857

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal Records:  


State vs Samuel Carter, 1857, Gadsden County Case Files

Coroner’s Inquest found that Leslie died of a wound from a shot-gun blast in the stomach.  “Leslie and Carter has a difficulty n the early part of the afternoon.”  Both had fought.   “Carter came to the house of Leslie near night.  Leslie advanced upon Carter with an old hickory axe handle and within a few paces of Carter, he the said Carter shot him as aforesaid.”  “We the jury find the defendant not guilty.”


State vs Daniel Leslie, 1852, Gadsden County Case Files



Leslie had five years earlier been indicted for Assault and Battery.  
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Samuel Carter

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Daniel Leslie


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, Aug. 3





GADSDEN

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
William Johnson
VICTIM(s):
Thomas A. Cull

Weapon:  double-barreled shotgun


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  Inquest determines that Johnson killed Cull with a double-barreled shotgun.  Shot in upper part of the though.  Died instantly


Indictment:   murder 


Term: October 5, 1858

Court proceedings:  fG of murder.
Legal Records:  


State vs William Johnson, 1858, Gadsden County Case File



Loose paper in file says “The jury finds the prisoner guilty of murder.”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Johnson


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas A. Cull

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








