Florida Homicides – Jackson County (Marianna)


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1824:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C (5/1851 – 11/1857t)

Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D (Fall 1857t – 4/1861t)

Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1861-7: Book E (10/1861t – 10/1863t)






JACKSON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1823, July 1 




Chippoli, JACKSON

P
Class:    probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
unknown person
VICTIM(s):
Dr. John Keddie

Weapon:  [long gun] – probably a shotgun.  “the contents of which lodged in his head and knee and killed him instantly.”

Circumstances:  at victim’s house.  Victim was in his bed; gun fired through the aperture in the chimney of his house

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  [fled]
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  


Pensacola Gazette, August 30, 1823: “On the night of July 1, 1823, Dr. John W. Keddie of Chippoli, Jackson Co. was murdered in his bed by a gun fired through the aperture in the chimney of his house: the contents of which lodged in his head and knee and killed him instantly.” 
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Dr. John W. Keddie

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

physician


Town:


Chippoli


Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1825]




JACKSON

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Carroll
VICTIM(s):
Elvira B. H. Northrup

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term:  _/1825

Court proceedings:  fG.  Death.  Hanged 1/18/1826.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, February 11, 1826: Carroll found guilty and sentenced to hang on January 18, 1826.  Sentence carried out.  Webb, Call, and Stone for the prosection and Allen, Baltzell and Gordon for the prisoner.  “No positive or direct testimony to the fact offered by the prosecution, but a chain of circumstantial facts appeared, so connected and pertinent, that few if any, who heard the trial, could resist the belief of the prisoners guilt.  This is the first case of capital punishment under American jurisdiction—And it is, it seems, a new proof that however secretly a crime may be committed, yet there is an eye that sees, and there is a power, that can bring hidden transactions to light.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Carroll

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Elvira B. H. Northrup

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1831, July 4




Webbville, JACKSON

LET (GOV)
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:
Fourth of July
Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Jessee Montford
VICTIM(s):
Isaac Swain

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

James D. Westcott to P. W. Bower, September 27, 1831, Correspondence of the Secretary of State, RG 150, Ser. 24, box 1, p. 76., FS Archives

E. J. Bonner to William P. Duval, September 22, 1831, Correspondence of the Territorial Governors, 1825-1836, RG 101, Ser. 177, box 1, FS Archives. 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jessee Montford


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Isaac Swain

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1837]




JACKSON

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ellis Wood
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term:  12/1837

Court proceedings:  3/1839 term:  fG 
Legal Records:  

Territory vs Ellis Wood, 1839, Territorial Auditor Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, box 4, fo. 1., FS Archives

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ellis Wood

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839




JACKSON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Maria, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  10/1839:  Jackson Co. Ct.

Court proceedings:  change of venue to Calhoun Co.
Legal records:  

Territorial Auditor, Vouchers.  RG 352, ser. 584, Box 4, fo. 2

Territory v. Maria, a slave, for murder.  Indicted in Jackson Co. Court, Oct. term, 1839.  Venue changed to Calhoun Co.  Results of trial not known.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Maria
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1840]




JACKSON

PROC (GOV)
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Fort
VICTIM(s):
John B. Roberts  

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  


Proclamation for the Arrest of James Fort, March 6, 1840, Governors Office, Letterbooks, 1836-1909, RG 101, ser. 32, vol, np, FS Archives 

Proclamation for arrest of Fort describes him as “upwards of fifty years of age, near 6 feet high, dark complexion, is lame and limps in his walk, one leg being shorter than the other.”
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Fort


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


[50]

“upwards of fifty years of age”



Phys char:


[71”]

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John B. Roberts

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1840, July






JACKSON
PROC (GOV)
VOUCHER

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Bryant Meredith
VICTIM(s):



Weapon:  


Circumstances:  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  jailed.  Escaped.  Later found dead at Stank Station, New River County.

Legal Records:  

Proclamation for the Arrest of Bryant Meredith, July 18, 1840, in Tallahassee Floridian, July 25, 1840; St. Joseph Times, August 14, 1840; Proclamation of Gov. Robert R. Reid, July 18, 1840, Office of the Gov. Letter books, 1836-1909, RG 101, Ser. 32, vol. 2, np. FSAr.

Proclamation for his arrest described him as 30 years old 5’8” dark eyes and hair, rather hard of hearing formerly from Wilkinson County, GA.”
Jury of Inquest over the Body of Bryant Meredith, nd, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post Mortem Examinations, RG 350 Ser. 565, box 7, fo. 4. New River County, FS Archives.



Meredith turned up dead at Stank Station, New River County.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Bryant Meredith

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


30

Phys char:


68”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

previously from Wilkinson County, GA 


Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1841 [April or May]




JACKSON

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
B. R. Bell
VICTIM(s):
John Randolph   

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, May 8, 1841:  Both had recently immigrated from Edgecomb, North Carolina
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

B. R. Bell

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

from Edgecomb, NC

Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Randolph

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

from Edgecomb, NC 

Religion:



Organizations:


[1842, July]


Fork of the Chipola River and Cowart Creek, JACKSON
P

DATE:  summer of 1842
Class of death:  probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL among runaway slaves
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Bryan, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Toney, a slave

Cause of death:  Gun shot [long gun, musket or rifle]

Circumstances:   Altercation occurred among runaway slaves hiding our on the Chipola River.  

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  hung jury.  Jailed pending second trial.
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Apalachicola Florida Journal, November 12, 1842: “Bryan a negro belonging o the estate of Wm. B. Wynns, was brought up for trial at the last Superior Court of Jackson county, for the murder of his fellow slave Toney.  The Jury was empanneled in the case, and could not agree—where after deliberating two days discharged by the court.  The slave was ordered to Apalachicola for safe keeping, to have a new trial at the next term of this court.  The circumstances of the murder are simply these: there were ten or twelve runaway negroes, who, were in the fork of the Chipola and Cowart’s Creek—while there, sometime during last summer, an altercation ensued, raided by Bryan, in which Bryan pointed a gun at Toney, who seized the muzzle, which was taken form him—he begged Bryan not to shoot—whereupon Bryan leveled the gun and shot Toney through the head, producing instant death.  The evidence of the negro who swore to these facts was attempted to be discredited by counsel for prisoner, on account of the character of the negro who swore it.”  
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Bryan
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of the estate of Wm B. Wynns
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Toney
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1844, [Sept.]




Marianna, JACKSON
P

VOUCHER
PROC (GOV)
PROC (P)


CHECK:  the PDFed cards were cut off, especially the PG 6/28/1845 article

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    LEGAL OFFICER by SUSPECTS
Motive:  
[RESISTING ARREST]
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William H. Watson and James Avant
VICTIM(s):
Lewis Williams

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   leader of a gang of outlaws—“a monster in human shape” whose life had for “years been marked by crimes of the deepest dye.”  His “band of outlaws” hid in swamps in western Florida and “perpetrated murder and robbery upon all who fell in his way.”  Came to Florida after shooting an Alabama magistrate.  Alleged to have committed murders in Pensacola and Marianna.  Captured with several of his gang in 1845 in the swamps north of Apalachicola.  The captives were taken to Marianna, where JA was hanged “without form of trial.”  The lynching party threatened “four men of the blackleg order . . . that if they were found in the place after the lapse of ten hours they should suffer the same fate.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled.  WW:  Fall term, 1846:  to absentee docket.  AJ:  6/1845, lynched.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 6.  Jackson Co.  FSAr.

State v. William H. Watson, murder, Jackson Co., fall term, 1846, absentee docket.
Proclamation of R. K. Call, 9/19/1844.  Office of the Governor, Letterbook, 1836-1909.  RG 101, Ser. 32, FSA.


Ditto newspaper article.

Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 10/12/1844:  Proclamation for the arrest of William H. Watson and James Avant, late of Jackson Co., for the murder of Lewis Williams of Jackson Co.  $200 reward.  Thomas H. Duval, Sec. and Acting Gov. of Florida, 9/21/1844.

Watson:  25, 135 lbs., grey eyes and dark fair, 68”, wounded in the left shoulder (later accused of murder in Alachua Co.)

Avant:  27, blue eyes and dark hard, 74”, 135 lbs.

Pensacola Gazette, 6/28/1845:  PDF:  “Avant was a monster in human form and his life for a series of years has been marked by crimes of the deepest die.  He came to our city some years ago, a fugitive from justice from the State of Alabama, where he had murdered a sheriff.  He had not been here long before he attempted the assassination of one of our citizens, and being obliged to fly from here he went to Marianna, where he was concerned in the murder of another officer—he then fled to the swamps contiguous to that town, where he has since, up to the time of his apprehension, and at the head of a band of outlaws, perpetrated murder and robbery upon all who fell in his way.  To such a length had his audacity been carried, it was considered dangerous to travel through that part of the state.  The peace and well-being of the community demanded that such a villain should meet retribution for his outrages—and owing to the inefficiency of our Territorial government no jails have been provided for the security of criminals; he and his accomplice, therefore, in order to insure their punishment were brought to a speedy execution.—Those concerned were actuated by another motive:  there are still remaining a number of men of the same desperate character in the swamps about the country, and an example, which the slow process of law could not afford, was necessary to strike them with terror.  The only sentiment which we can express on the subject is, a regret that the necessity of the case should have demanded an application of Lynch’s code.”

Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 8/4/1846


Tallahassee Floridian, 8/1 & 8/1846

Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 190-1.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

William H. Watson
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


25
Phys char:


68”
135 lbs.
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

outlaw
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

James Avant
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


27
Phys char:


74”
135 lbs.
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

leader of a band of outlaws
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Lewis Williams
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

law enforcement officer
Town:


JACKSON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1844]




JACKSON

PROC (GOV)
VOUCHER

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Stafford
VICTIM(s):
George F. Folsum

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Territorial Auditor, Voucher, RG 352, ser. 584, box 3, fo. 6, FS Archives.
Payment of 200$ Reward to Reuben Harrell and William Hooks for arrest of John Stafford captured on November 15,1844,  Affidavit of S. Shephens, Sheriff of Jackson county.
Proclamation for the Arrest of John G. Safford, August 17, 1844, Office of the Governor, Letterbooks, 1836-1909, RG 101, Ser. 32, vol. 2, np, FS Archives: 

Stafford charged with murder of Folsum.  Described as 5’8” black hair, black eyes, swarthy complexion, slender form, 20, 135 pounds. 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John G. Stafford

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


20
Phys char:


68”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

George W. Folsum

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1845]




JACKSON

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry L. Reviene
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 


Court proceedings:  “disposed of Spring Term 1847” [nolle pros]
Legal Records:  

State vs Henry L. Reviene, Fall 1845, Comptrollers Vouchers, Criminal Prosecutions, 1846-1862, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6, Jackson Co. FS Archives

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry L. Reviene
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:


1845, June 20




Marianna, JACKSON
P


CHECK:  original sources, data of homicide – just a guess
Class of death:   certain:  2 adult victims
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
LYNCHING of SUSPECTED ROBBER / MURDERER / GANG



 LEADER
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
F
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
James Avant and an accomplice

Cause of death:  hanged [phys]

Circumstances:   leader of a gang of outlaws—“a monster in human shape” whose life had for “years been marked by crimes of the deepest dye.”  His “band of outlaws” hid in swamps in western Florida and “perpetrated murder and robbery upon all who fell in his way.”  Came to Florida after shooting an Alabama magistrate.  Alleged to have committed murders in Pensacola and Marianna.  Captured with several of his gang in 1845 in the swamps north of Apalachicola.  The captives were taken to Marianna, where JA was hanged “without form of trial.”  The lynching party threatened “four men of the blackleg order . . . that if they were found in the place after the lapse of ten hours they should suffer the same fate.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 6/28/1845:  PDF:  “Avant was a monster in human form and his life for a series of years has been marked by crimes of the deepest die.  He came to our city some years ago, a fugitive from justice from the State of Alabama, where he had murdered a sheriff.  He had not been here long before he attempted the assassination of one of our citizens, and being obliged to fly from here he went to Marianna, where he was concerned in the murder of another officer—he then fled to the swamps contiguous to that town, where he has since, up to the time of his apprehension, and at the head of a band of outlaws, perpetrated murder and robbery upon all who fell in his way.  To such a length had his audacity been carried, it was considered dangerous to travel through that part of the state.  The peace and well-being of the community demanded that such a villain should meet retribution for his outrages—and owing to the inefficiency of our Territorial government no jails have been provided for the security of criminals; he and his accomplice, therefore, in order to insure their punishment were brought to a speedy execution.—Those concerned were actuated by another motive:  there are still remaining a number of men of the same desperate character in the swamps about the country, and an example, which the slow process of law could not afford, was necessary to strike them with terror.  The only sentiment which we can express on the subject is, a regret that the necessity of the case should have demanded an application of Lynch’s code.”

Niles National Register, v. 68 (7/12/1846)


Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 8/4/1846


Tallahassee Floridian, 8/1 & 8/1846

Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 190-1.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

James Avant and an accomplice
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

leader of a band of outlaws
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1846, July 26




JACKSON

P

FILE

CHECK:  look again at the testimony in the file / get the texts of the newspaper articles

Class:  certain

Crime:  HOM

Rela:  NONDOM

Motive:  REVENGE for Pittman’s efforts to root out gangs of abolitionists [or slave theft


 rings] // EP had played a prominent role in James Avant’s lynching
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sunday

Holiday?:


Time of day:
8:30 PM

Days to death:  [0]


SUSPECT(s):
Charles Nichols
VICTIM(s):
Edward Pittman

Weapon:  shotgun or musket [longgun]


Circumstances:  EP “at his house.”  Newspaper:  speculates that Pittman was the victim of a “horde of outlaws and scoundrels, most of recent immigration from Alabama, whence they were driven by the terror of the penitentiary system.”  Thinks that “Pittman fell victim to the resentment of these scoundrels, for some public spirited effort to uphold the laws.”


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Jackson County case file:  State vs Charles Nicholas, n. d.

Charles Nichols was indicted.  Not known whether he was convicted or brought to trial.  Long testimony in case file says Nichols charged with killing Pittman.

Newspaper:  


See citations above and Tallahassee Floridian, August 1, 1846


Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 8/4/1846


Tallahassee Floridian, 8/1 & 8/1846

Edward Pittman killed at his house in Jackson County.  Shot through a window.  Killed instantly.  “He had no white person in his family, and there was no one in the house with him but a negro boy about ten years of age” who ran to neighbor’s house and reported the deed.  [M to Editor, July 28, 1846, in Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, August 4, 1846.  Accompanying article in same issue of the paper speculates that Pittman was the victim of a “horde of outlaws and scoundrels, most of recent immigration from Alabama, whence they were driven by the terror of the penitentiary system.”  Thinks that “Pittman fell victim to the resentment of these scoundrels, for some public spirited effort to uphold the laws.”  

Other Sources:

Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 190-1.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Charles Nichols

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

[Edward, Frederick, or Silas?] C.Pittman

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

North Carolina

Religion:



Organizations:



1849, May 7




JACKSON

P

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL – Election Day dispute of some sort
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Benjamin Wood
VICTIM(s):
Elijah B. Jordon

Weapon:  double-barrelled shotgun.  “fired at the distance of five or six feet, killing Jordan almost instantly, the whole load passing through his body.  He advanced a step or two, then turned and fell dead.”  

Circumstances:  newspaper:  “On Monday both attended the election without any difficulty taking place.  Jordon, it seems started home in his buggy, accompanied by Mr. Lott G. Owens.  On their way home they met Wood armed with a double-barreled shotgun, who ordered them to stop.  Judging of his intention both jumped out of the buggy, one at each side—when Wood fired at the distance of five or six feet.”

Inquest:  verdict:  murdered by BW

Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  
Marianna Florida Whig, May 12, 1849:  Murder “revolting in its character, misunderstanding between both men for some time.”  “On Monday both attended the election without any difficulty taking place.  Jordon, it seems started home in his buggy, accompanied by Mr. Lott G. Owens.  On their way home they met Wood armed with a double-barreled shotgun, who ordered them to stop.  Judging of his intention both jumped out of the buggy, one at each side—when Wood fired at the distance of five or six feet, killing Jordan almost instantly, the whole load passing through his body.  He advanced a step or two, then turned and fell dead.”  Inquest found the Wood killed Jordan.  Wood fled.  Not arrested. 
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Benjamin Wood

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Elijah B. Jordan

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1849, May




JACKSON

P
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Silas, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  knife [sharp]

Circumstances:  newspaper:  “A quarrel took place. . .  in the course of which one stabbed the other with a knife with which he was eating his supper.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  manslaughter


Term: Fall 1849 term:  Jackson County Court


Court proceedings:  fNG

Legal Records:  

State vs Silas, a slave, 1849, Comptrollers Vouchers, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6, Jackson Co., FS Archives.


Indicted for manslaughter in Fall 1849 term of Jackson County Court.  Found Not guilty.  Not stated who he killed. 

Newspaper:  

Marianna Florida Whig, May 26, 1849: “A quarrel took place between two negroes belonging to E. C. Bellamy, in the course of which one stabbed the other with a knife with which he was eating his supper, at the time of the attack.  The wound happened in a vital part and resulted in death.  
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Silas, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Slave property of Edward [E. C.] Bellamy

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of E. C. Bellamy
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:


[1850]




JACKSON

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Rowles (or Bowles?)
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term:  Fall term, 1850

Court proceedings:  fNG.
Legal Records:  

State vs John Rowles (or Bowles?), Fall 1850, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6. Jackson Co. FS Archives

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Rowles (or Bowles?)


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1851]




JACKSON

CT


NOTE:  relationship between suspect and victim unclear

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM SLAVE by WHITE?]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Belveder Carter
VICTIM(s):
Ephraim

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1851


Court proceedings:  11/1851:  transferred to Franklin County



BC:  Also indicted for fornication with mulatto, same term

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 54, 69, 70

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Belveder Carter

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Ephraim

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of James Dykes

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1851, June 8





JACKSON

CT

P
FILE


NOTE:  cause of the conflict unclear


CHECK:  physical description of JB

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  [GRUDGE or FEUD]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
morning
Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Burns
VICTIM(s):
Joshua Alston

Weapon:  double-barreled shotgun.

Circumstances:  Burns shot Joshua Alston on Sunday morning in front of his wife.  Burns says he shot Alston to “save his own life.”  Says Alston had threatened him continually.  Amanda Alston said she was walking with her husband when Burns came up to Alston and said he intended to kill him and then shot Alston with a double-barreled shotgun.  She said she knew of no previous difficulty between the two.  Man named Beckwith testified that Burns told him that Alston that Burns had threatened him on several occasions with a knife, a razor and a pole. 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1851


Court proceedings:  5/1852:  Burns venue changed to Washington County.  Guilty, Sentence to hang on July 9, 1852.  

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C:63, 113, 120

Coroners Inquest Over the Body of Joshua Alston and Bill of Indictment of James Burns in State vs James Burns, 1851, Jackson County Case Files

Newspaper:  

Description of trial and physical description of Burns in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, June 12, 1852.  B described as having a “particularly ugly and distasteful” appearance.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Burns

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Joshua Alston

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

married

Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1852]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Petteway
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1852


Court proceedings:  11/1854:  absentee docket [fled]
Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 113, 386

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George Petteway

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1854]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM SLAVE by WHITE]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Dickson
VICTIM(s):
a slave

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1854


Court proceedings:  5/1856:  absentee docket [fled]
Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 332, 587

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Dickson

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

[m]
Age:


[adult]
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1854]




JACKSON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Wall, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1854


Court proceedings:  11/1854:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 391, 406

State vs Wall, a Slave, 1854, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6, Jackson, Co. FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Wall, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1855]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Anthony, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1855


Court proceedings:  11/1855:  fG of manslaughter.  Anthony to be given 25 lashes, imprisoned for 10 days, and given 25 more lashes.

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 429, 436

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Anthony, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]




JACKSON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM] SLAVE by SLAVE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Reuben, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Offa, a slave of William Harris

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1856


Court proceedings:  5/1856:  fG of manslaughter.  Ordered that he be given 35 lashes, imprisoned for 30 days and then given 35 more lashes before released.

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 614-15, 620

State vs Reuben, as Slave, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6, Jackson Co. and Post Mortem Examinations, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 7, fo. 3 FSArchives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Reuben, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Offa, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

not known

Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]




JACKSON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Amos Small [or Snell]
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1856


Court proceedings:  11/1856:  transferred to Franklin County.  Verdict not known but prisoner released
Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 

State vs Amos Snell, Fall 1857, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6, Jackson County, FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Amos Small

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1857]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM SLAVE by WHITE]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Stephen Benson
VICTIM(s):
Reuben, a slave

Weapon:  kicking and beating in the head, stomach, back, and sides [phys]


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder after warrant for his arrest was issued


Term: 5/1857


Court proceedings:  Fall, 1857:  absentee docket

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1851-7: Book C: 734

Bill of Indictment (which was not found) was signed by J. M. Landrum, Solicitor


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 12

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Stephen Benson

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Reuben

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Hugh Rusk

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1858]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Caleb Cowart
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1858


Court proceedings:  10/1859:  absentee docket [fled]


Note:  indicted at same time for selling liquor without a license

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 119, 388

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Caleb Cowart

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1859]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Jabez Rawls
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1859


Court proceedings:  __

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 368

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jabez Rawls

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1859, August 3



JACKSON

CT

FILE
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  [GRUDGE or QUARREL unknown cause]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  2


SUSPECT(s):
Patrick Ham
VICTIM(s):
William Player

Weapon:  cudgel or wooden weapon or stick [blunt]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  Jury of Inquest found that William Player came to his death by the blows on his body by Patrick Ham on August 3, 1859 at Sneeds and Regsley store in Jackson County.”  Dr. Abernathy examined Player and found he had a “severe wound on his forehead cause by a cudgel or wooden weapon.  Stomach and side very swollen.  Following day Player “convulsing’ and following day dead.  


Ham and Player were in the store when Horn attacked Player.  One witness named Rigby said he saw Horn push Player out the door and at the same time strike him in the head with a stick; knocked him to his hands and knees and pursued after him and caught hold of him and struck him the second time on the left side.”  Rigby said he caught Horn and “prevented him from killing Player as I thought.”   Corny Burnam said he saw Player coming on horseback and seemed to be drunk “and asked for refuge and said he was sick, and he got down.”  Then he went home and went to sleep and never woke up; he died on Sunday.  Assault took place on Thursday August 3.


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1859


Court proceedings:  4/1861:  absentee docket [fled]
Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 373, 580

Jury of Inquest over the body of William Player, August 10, 1859, in State vs Patrick Ham, Jackson County Case Files.  

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Patrick Ham

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William Player


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1860]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Augustus Hudnall
VICTIM(s):
John M. Smith

Weapon:  [blunt]  club:  struck him on the back of the head

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1860


Court proceedings:  10/1861:  absentee docket.  Fled.
Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 443


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1861-7: Book E: 25


State vs Augustus Hudnall, 1860, Jackson County Case files

Bill of Indictment says Hudnall killed John M. Smith with a club by striking him on the back of the head.  Hudnall fled and was not captured.  

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Augustus Hudnall

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John M. Smith 

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, Aug. 20




JACKSON

CT

PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

FILE
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Daniel O’Neel and Samuel Chisholm
VICTIM(s):
William J. Bazzell

Weapon:  Pistol


Circumstances: 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  DO & SC:  murder


Term: 10/1860


Court proceedings:  __

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 554


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 554


State vs Daniel O’Neel, 1860, Jackson County Case Files.

Newspaper:  


Marianna Patriot quoted in Fernandina East Floridian, September 13, 1860


O’ Neel described as a “middle aged man, 5’10” black hair with a white lock on the side of his head, of dark complexion and heavy countenance, has very penetrating gray eyes, scar on right over arm between the wrist and the elbow, made by a half ounce bullet, 140-150, very large beard, Engineer by trade.”:  [Proclamation for the arrest of Daniel O’Neel and Samuel H. Chisholm in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, September 15, 1860 and Book of Record (Proclamations), RG 156, ser. 13, book 1, p. 355-6


Chisholm described as 21 fair skin, prominent nose, blue eyes, large mouth and curly hair, good countenance, is fine looking, talks well and freely, 6’0” 160 pounds, was clean shaven when escaped.  [Proclamation for the arrest of Daniel O’Neel and Samuel H. Chisholm in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, September 15, 1860 and Book of Record (Proclamations), RG 156, ser. 13, book 1, p. 355-6

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect 1:  

Daniel O’Neel

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w
Gender:

m

Age:


[45]
“middle aged”

Phys char:


70”
145 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

engineer

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

Samuel Chisholm

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


21

Phys char:


72”
160 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William Bazzell


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1861]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John D. Padgett
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1861


Court proceedings:  __

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1857-61: Book D: 590

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John D. Padgett

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1861, May 24




JACKSON

CT

FILE
VOUCHER


NOTE:  weapon:  inquest said club, so go with that.

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM SLAVE by WHITE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Durden
VICTIM(s):
Joe, a slave, property of Horace Ely

Weapon:  [blunt] club by striking him on the back of the head [another sources says a pistol]

Circumstances:   HE kept a disorderly house:  did the murder occur there?

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1861


Court proceedings:  5/1862:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1861-7: Book E: 44, 121


State vs John Durden, 1861, Jackson County Case Files. 


State vs John Durden, 1861, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal 



Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 3, fo. 6, FS Archives.

[Inquest over the body of Joe, a slave, May 24, 1861, in State vs John Durden, Jackson County Case Files. club by striking him on the back of the head



John J. Keel swore at the coroner’s inquest the he heard two pistol shots 


and saw Durden with a pistol in his hand.  Then found Joe dead.  Ely kept a “disorderly house.” 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Durden

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Joe, as slave


Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave property of Horace Ely

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1862]




JACKSON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ishmael, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1862


Court proceedings:  5/1863:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Jackson County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1861-7: Book E: 120, 209

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ishmael, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








