Florida Homicides – Hamilton County (Wallburg, Jasper)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1830:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Hamilton County , Criminal-Common Law Docket, Superior Court, 1833-45 (6/1839t-10/1845t)
This book is thin and incomplete.  Some terms appear to be missing entirely and only one serious felony appears (assault with intent to kill).  Should probably not include this court record in any quantitative assessment of homicide.

Hamilton County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book 2, 1855-67 (4/1855t-notes taken through 4/1861)






HAMILTON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1843]




HAMILTON

VOUCHER

NOTE:  the crime is not specified – only a “felony” – so do not count as a homicide
Class:   do not count
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Anthony, a slave of William Dees
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  felony

Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG in Hamilton Co.  Ordered taken to the jail in Tallahassee in Leon Co. & hanged there.  Hanged 11/24/1843
Legal Records:  


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, Fo. 4

Certificate of value.  fG and hung on 11/24/1843.  Values at $525.  Transcript of Minutes and Death Warrant:  “ordered to be taken to the County jail of Leon, “there to be confined until removed for execution.”  Signed Samuel James Douglas.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Anthony

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of William Dees

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1853, Feb. 17




HAMILTON

VOUCHER

PROC (GOVT & P)

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Th

Holiday?:


Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Hall
VICTIM(s):
William J. Holmes

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Book of Record (Proclamations) RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1, 226-7, 237.  FSArchives.

$100 reward.  Blue eyes, sandy hair, quick spoken and very stoop shouldered.  Signed by Governor James Browne, 1/5/1854

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Fo. 2, Hamilton Co. FSArchives.



No details noted.

Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal 3/5/1853:  Correspondence of the Savannah Courier, McDonald, Wilkerson County, Alabama, 2/23/1853, S. T. Chapman, Esq.:  “On last Thursday evening Mr. William J. Holmes of Hamilton Co., Florida was murdered” by JH.  “Gentlemen from that section are here in pursuit of the murderer and wish the matter to be published and Hall apprehended.  I am told that there is a large reward offered for his arrest, but I do not know how much – I reckon not less than $500.  Mr. Holmes was a gentleman of high respectability – and Hall a vagabond.  Hall is a man about forty-five years old, light Complexion, light hair, rather red – blue eyes and deep set” – etc.  Ditto down to the line “cunning as a fox.”

Floridian and Journal, 3/26/1853:  obituary of WJH:  “Fond of investigating biblical history, although not a believer in the inspiration of the Sacred Scriptures.  On this subject he was disposed to be controversial, but was not anxious to press his peculiar views on others.  He urged them more as exercises (so the writer thinks) for his own belief than as truths to be embraced generally.  As a man, he was upright in his dealings and humane in his disposition.  His heart was capable of the most unselfish generosity and readily responded to acts of kindness from others.”  Showed a “religious faithfulness to interests entrusted to his management.”  To be buried in Greenwood Cemetery, New York.


Floridian & Journal 1/7/1854:  ditto the proclamation.

Florida News (Jacksonville) 3/12/1853:  from the Savannah Courier:  posse in pursuit of JH.  Mr H “was a gentleman of high respectability and Hall a vagabond.  40, light complected, light hair, rather red – blue eyes and deep set, remarkably hump shouldered, and his head thrown back.  115 lbs.  Riding a Chestnut sorrel when he lef.  “Quick spoken and cunning as a fox.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Hall

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m



Age:


48 or 50

Phys char:



68”
115 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William J. Holmes

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

gentleman [in business or law]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1855]




HAMILTON
CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:

Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder

Term: 4/1855

Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Hamilton County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book 2, 1855-67: 25
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:


Age:



Literate:


Marital Status:


Children:


Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:


Organizations:



[1857]




HAMILTON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Isaac Johnson
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1857


Court proceedings:  5/1858:  dead docket [np]
Legal Records:  


Hamilton County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book 2, 1855-67: 192, 292

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Isaac Johnson

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1857, July 13




White Springs, HAMILTON

CT

VOUCHER

GOVT

PROC (GOVT & P)

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Robert H. Jordan
VICTIM(s):
John Scott

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  Alligator Advertiser says RHJ acted in self-defense.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [5/1858]


Court proceedings:  5/1858:  dead docket [np]
Legal Records:  


Hamilton County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book 2, 1855-67: 292

Clerk of Hamilton Co. [name not listed] to Madison S. Perry, 12/21/1857, Correspondence of the Governor, 1857-88.  RG 101, Ser. 577, Box 1, Fo. 2, FSArchives.

Asks that the usual reward be offered for RJ.  Sandy hair & complexion. He is at present in the service of Captain Cone’s Company.”


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Ser. 3, Book 1, 294-5, 302:  



$100 reward.  Ditto the clerk’s information.

Comptroller vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, fo. 2, Hamilton County, FSArchives.


Transferred to dead docket, 1858

Newspaper:  

Jacksonville Florida News, 7/25/1857, from Alligator Advertiser:  Scott killed at White Springs, Hamilton County, by Mr. Thomas Jordan, who acted in self-defense.

Ocala Florida Home Companion, 2/23/1858; Floridian and Journal, 2/20/1858:  ditto proclamation.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Robert H. Jordan

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
Phys char:


72”
160 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Scott

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, Mar. 11




Jasper, HAMILTON

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    LEGAL SUSPECT by OFFICER
Motive:  RESISTING ARREST

Intox?:  yes, victim

Day of week:
Sat

Holiday?:


Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
___ (town marshal)
VICTIM(s):
Mr. J. C. McBain

Weapon:  [sharp] hunting knife to the heart, died almost instantly.


Circumstances:  in the village.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal 4/24/1858; Fernandina News, 4/28/1858:  correspondent from Jasper, FL, dateline 3/13/1858:  JCM “who had recently settled in this County, and was highly esteemed by those who knew him.  While in a state of intoxication he was guilty of an infraction of the Town laws, and it became necessary to call the marshal for the purpose of preventing further trouble; that officer appeared and succeeded in arresting Mr. McBain, when a friend of that gentleman interfered, a fight ensued, during which the marshal drew a hunting knife and inflicted a terrible wound in the region of the heart.”  M died “almost instantly.  There can be no doubt but that the marshal acted too precipitately, and that there was no necessity for the deed, though he may be justified measurably in defending himself when assailed in the manner stated.  There seems to be a misconceived notion among our citizens in reference to the proceedings of the Town authorities, added to which there prevails among them a wild ungovernable spirit, defying all restraint.  They forget what a proud inheritance has been transmitted to them—that of being American citizens—the people of a government of law, and that he who yields to that power the most ready and willing obedience is the best.  The marshal remained in Town until night and decamped to parts unknown.  Thus in a moment two families have been rendered truly unhappy by this rash and fatal deed.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
[m]

Children:

[yes]

Occupation:

town marshal

Town:


Jasper, HAM

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. J. C. McBain

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:

[m]

Children:

[yes]

Occupation:



Town:


HAM – settled in the county recently

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, [Apr.]




HAMILTON
P
PLACE:  they were hanged somewhere between Tampa (Hillsborough County) and Jasper (Hamilton County) – not clear where.

Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
VIGILANTE JUSTICE – suspected thieves
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
John Locke and ___ Sheldon

Cause of death:  [hanging] [phys]


Circumstances:   lynched somewhere between Tampa and Jasper.  L & S were accused of stealing jewelry and horses in Tampa.  They had absconded and were hiding out on the Suwannee River.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:

Tampa Florida Peninsular, 4/24/1858


Ocala Florida Home Companion, 5/4 & 11/1858


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, 5/8/1858

Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 195-6, 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Locke and ___ Sheldon
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1859]




HAMILTON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Lewis Hogan
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1859


Court proceedings:  4/1860:  fG.  No sentence given.
Legal Records:  


Hamilton County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book 2, 1855-67: 487, 579


619:  Motion for Arrest of Judgement granted, 11/20/1860


666:  new trial granted 4/23/1861 and $10,000 bond granted

667:  Hogan appeared on 4/28/1862 and requested and was granted a continuance at next term.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Lewis Hogan

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, [June]




White Sulphur Springs, HAMILTON

P

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  HONOR unknown cause / victim tried to cane assailant, & assailant fought back
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
Dr. Curlee
VICTIM(s):
Richard Inge Wynne

Weapon:  sword – ran him through.  Died soon after.


Circumstances:  W tried to chastise C with a cane.  C struck W a blow to the head, which broke it, and then ran the sword into his body.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian, 6/21/1860:  W, a lawyer, tried to chastise C with a cane.  C struck W a blow to the head, which broke it, and then run the sword into his body.”  W died shortly thereafter.  W “was a man of first intellect, being a most accomplished scholar, and a thorough lawyer.  From the Cedar Keys Telegraph.  Wynne from Fernandina.`

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Dr. Curlee

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

physician

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Richard Inge Wynne

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

lawyer

Town:




Birthplace:

from Fernandina

Religion:



Organizations:



[1861]




HAMILTON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Edwin Cross
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1861


Court proceedings:  __
Legal Records:  


Hamilton County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book 2, 1855-67: 645

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Edwin Cross

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1861] 




HAMILTON

PROC (GOVT)
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Haywood
VICTIM(s):
James M. Hendry

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1, p. 380.  FSArchives.



Ligh hair, florid complexion.  Signed by Governor M. S. Perry, 9/18/1861.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Haywood
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult

Phys char:


68”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James M. Hendry
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








