Brevard County, Florida Homicides – Susanna (Ft. Pierce)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1855:  no court records found


Initially named St. Lucie Co.





BREVARD
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1849, [July]




Indian River, BREVARD
LET
NOTE:  do the two letters refer to the same homicide?  Was there more than one homicide, as Corinna’s letter suggests?  Are Indian River and Indian Key the same place?

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM WHITE by INDIANS
Motive:  
POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Mr. William Barker

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   killed by Indians at Indian River

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Denham, James M. and Keith L. Huneycutt, eds. (2004) Echoes from a Distant Frontier: The Brown Sisters’ Correspondence from Antebellum Florida. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press: 258.

George Brown to Corinna Aldrich and Ellen Anderson, 7/27/1749, Anderson-Brown Papers, United State Military Academy.  “We have some bad Indian news to day.  They have killed a Mr. [William] Barker at Indian River, and wounded Mr. [James] Russell the collector at Charlotte harbour—and broken up the Indian River settlement.  Whether it is a small party only, or the beginning of another ‘war’ I cannot yet say, as we  only have the express news.  I trust however that it will end by the apprehension and punishment of the rascals involved.”
Denham, James M. and Keith L. Huneycutt, eds. (2004) Echoes from a Distant Frontier: The Brown Sisters’ Correspondence from Antebellum Florida. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press: 259:  A REFERENCE TO THE SAME HOMICIDES?

Corinna Aldrich in Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown in Utica, New York, 8/11/1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States Military Academy:  “We know, for certain, that a party of Indians attacked a settlement about 3 weeks since at Indian Key—about 180 miles above this, on the Florida coast, and killed several persons—routed the balance and burned the houses!—last week, they ran off 18 families on Peas creek, above Tampa about 30 miles—killed the Indian agent, and fired the store.”

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:

[Seminole]
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Mr. William Barker
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1852, Feb.




near Lake Tohopekaliga, BREVARD
LET
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
GENOCIDE / POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Aaron Jernigan (perhaps aided and abetted by Jacob Summerlin, Simeon L. Sparkman, and William H. Kendrick)
VICTIM(s):
an elderly Seminole woman

Cause of death:  hanged [phys]

Circumstances:   Brown’s account:  near present-day Orlando, four pioneers settlers “came across and fired upon a small party of Indians near Lake Tohopekaliga.  Although most of the party escaped, the frontiersmen captured an old woman and a small child.  Only a short time after being confined at Jernigan’s home, the Indian woman was discovered ‘hanging by the neck Dead.’



Soon afterward Aaron Jernigan made his way to Tampa where he held a conference with General (an honorary title) Luther Blake, who had been appointed by the federal government to attempt to induce the Indians to emigrate.  Jernigan appears to have agreed to continue to stire up the frontier by attempting to capture Indians, or, as John Darling put it to Gov. Thomas Brown, “If there is any understanding between Blake and Jernigan, it probably is one about live Indians and money. . . .  If it were so, it will answer our purpose just as well.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 95, 386n9.

“Examination of witnesses by Major General B. Hopkins,” 3/12/1852, Governors’ Correspondence, RG 101, ser. 755, FSA.
Darling to Brown, 2/14 and 3/4/1852, Governors’ Correspondence, RG 101, ser. 755, FSA.
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Aaron Jernigan (and perhaps Jacob Summerlin, Simeon L.




 Sparkman, and William H. Kendrick)
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

rancher / farmer / pioneer settler
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:

[Seminole]
Race:


Ind
Gender:

f
Age:


adult

“old woman”
[60]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








