Florida Homicides – Hillsborough (Tampa)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1845:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54 (4/1846t – 4/1854t)


No entries for 1853 – may not be a gap, however

Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66 (11/1854t – read through 10/1862t)

Hillsborough County Minutes of the County Court, 1836-45

Much material in the book regarding Indians seems to have been copied or recorded in this book.  Also includes an emancipation of a slave by owner.  Does not contain felony indictments, trials, etc.





HILLSBOROUGH
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1835, Aug. 11




near Fort Brook, HILLSBOROUGH
NON-LEGAL
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM

Motive:  
ROBBERY or POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
express mail rider

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   murdered by Indians near Fort Brooke

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 41

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:

[Seminole]
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

express mail rider
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1847, Summer
 [July]



HILLSBOROUGH
LET
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Indian messenger

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   after an “unpleasant” incident at William Hancock’s farm near Tampa in the summer of 1847, the local Indians, angry and suspicious, put to death an Indian messenger who had been sent to them by the commander at Fort Brooke.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 72, 380n27.

Sprague to Jones, 7/19, 10/25, and 11/14/1847, Adjutant General’s Office, Letters Receive, M-567, roll #359.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:

Seminole
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:

[Seminole]
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1849, July 17




Chokonikla, HILLSBOROUGH
LET
GOV (ARMY)

DIARY

P
CT
VOUCHER

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
ROBBERY / POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  no
Day of week:
T
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
circa 6pm (supper time)
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Oakstand Tustenocodu (aka Jim) (aided and abetted by Yehu Lacka, Echi E. Waio, a fourth Indian in their group, and Echo Emathla Chopco)
VICTIM(s):
George S. Payne and Dempsey Whidden (& aik on William & Nancy McCullough)

Cause of death:  [long gun] – apparently shot with muskets or rifles.  GSP was shot in the breast.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   at the store of Kennedy and Darling on the Peace River, which was operated by George Payne (their clerk), his assistant Dempsey Whidden (James W. Whidden’s son, age 21), and William McCullough (an Alafia farmer).  WM’s wife Nancy (Dempsey Whidden’s sister) was the cook & cleaning woman for the store.  Because GP was a temperance man & an opponent of whiskey, and he stopped giving whiskey to Indians in June.


Four Indians who had engaged in a “rogue” attack on a settlement 4 miles north of Fort Pierce, fell in with Tallahassee chief Echo Emathla Chopco (aka Chipco) and the three women who were accompanying him on the way to the store to sell melons, venison, sweet potatoes, deerskins, and beeswax.  After staying 4 hours, C & his party left, & told the 4 Indians that there was “a large quantity” of whiskey at the store, with only 3 men to guard it.



The 4 Indians went to the store to ask for whiskey, but GP refused them, & then refused them permission to remain near the store.  NM called P & W to dinner.  As WM recalled, “We had scarcely got seated at the supper-table when they fired in at the door from the outside, one Indian standing on either side of the door and two in front, one behind the other.  By this shot Captain Payne and Dempsey Whidden were killed dead, and I received a bullet in my left shoulder.  I was shocked for an instant, but saw Payne spring up and fall back on the floor.  Whidden fell forward, his face and hands resting on his plate.  I sprang to the door and shouted, when the Indians gave back reloading their rifles.  My wife was closing the shutters of the windows, but I told her our only chance was to leave the building.  My wife then took her child and started for the bridge, which was about a quarter of a mile from the store. . . .  I followed my wife with the rifle.”  Two of the Indians & Echo Emathla Chopco ran after them & wounded both WM & NM, but were unable to keep them from reaching the bridge.  They hid in the dark that night & may their way to the home of William J. (“Jockey”) Whidden at Alafia 25 miles east, 3 days after the murders.  They “staggered up bareheaded and barefooted.”  The Indians plundered the store on Wednesday, burned it (and the bodies).  The Indians seemed to leave a message by leaving one whiskey barrel untouched in the ruins of the store.  Then, they attacked James W. Whidden’s homestead 4 miles north on Thursday morning, wounding one of JWW’s sons.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  OT, YL, and EEW:  murder


Term: 10/1850


Court proceedings:  10/1855:  transferred to absentee docket 
Legal records:  

Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 169


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66: 72

Bill of Indictment, 10/26/1850, Correspondence of Governor Brown, 1849-53, RG 101, Ser. 755, Folder 5, FSArchives

Testimony of Yeho Lacha and Echo E. Waw were present and aided and abetted and assisted him in the act.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 78-4, 381n8-383n28.  XEROX

Denham, James M. and Keith L. Huneycutt, eds. (2004) Echoes from a Distant Frontier: The Brown Sisters’ Correspondence from Antebellum Florida. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press:  259.  

A letter from Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown from Key West, 8/11/1849, says “last week, they ran off 18 families on Peas creek, above Tampa about 30 miles—killed the Indian agent, and fired the store.”

Census:  
Genealogy:  

James W. Whidden:  in 1848, founded “Jimmy Whidden’s” settlement on Whidden Creek in the Peace River Valley, 6 miles north of the new Indian store.
Suspect:  

Oakstand Tustenocodu (aka Jim) (aided and abetted by Yehu




 Lacka, Echi E. Waio, and a fourth Indian in their group
Ethnicity:

[Seminole]
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 5:  

Echo Emathla Chopco
Ethnicity:

Tallahassee
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

chief
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 1:  

George S. Payne
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

clerk for Kennedy and Darling
Town:


Chokonikla, HILLSBOROUGH
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 2:  

Dempsey Whidden
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


21
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:

assistant clerk for Kennedy and Darling
Town:


Chokonikla, HILLSBOROUGH
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1849, Dec. 4




Tampa, HILLSBOROUGH
CT
P

PROC (P)
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:
11pm
Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Jose Perfino [aka Indio, Epperfino]
VICTIM(s):
Thomas Cline, a military officer

Weapon:  pistol [handgun]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 12/7/1849 before Simon Taylor, j.p.  Discharged for want of evidence.  i.d. 12/12/1849:  new evidence found & arrested and imprisoned.

Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1850

Court proceedings:  4/1850t:  fG.  To hang 5/17/1850
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 125, 137-8, 151

137-8:  says he has no lawyer and could not pay for one.  Thomas T. McGee appointed.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 3, Folder 4, Hillsborough County, FSArchives.

All the details:  the inquests, trial, sentence, escape, & death of JP, which this source says occurred on 5/20, not 5/21
Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal 12/22/1849:  shot heard in the streets & soon after a soldier found dead “close by the oyster house of Antonio Castillo, the pistol bullet having passed from the back, breaking a rib, through the lung and upper part of the breast.”  Suspect JE, “a somewhat eccentric character, distinguished, according to his own account of himself, for feats of this sort, and otherwise well known hereabouts a bad character.  Jury of inquest found JE had “absconded late in the same night, that he had appeared at several places in the town in the course of the evening in different dressed, and was seen as late” as 9pm armed with a pistol.  Proved that a half hour before the shot was fired, JE “was seen secreted near the stable in Dr. Robert’s yard, on the lookout for some one, as he waved his hand to witness as an intimation for him to leave, which he did, and that the same Indo was seen about 10 minutes after the shot was fired coming from the place where the soldier lay dead, not openly up the street, but stealing his way thro Mr. Rice’s yard into Dr. Robert’s, where he appeared to go into the kitchen; was seen to come out immediately, and go as if into the street.”


JE arrested on 12/6 near old Tampa Bay, trying to escape.  At inquest, he was discharged for lack of evidence, since the coroner failed [in the opinion of the editor] to accumulate it properly, including accounts of eyewitnesses who saw him coming from the scene of the shooting.  

Florida Sentinel, 6/4/1850:  Proclamation for arrest of JP (aka Indio):  committed murder in Hillsborough County.  “Complexion naturally dark, but at the time of his escape much bleached, grey eyes, one front tooth out, very thick bushy black hair, either a Spaniard or Portuguese.  Speaks very little English, much addicted to smoking, generally wears a leather band around his waist and a charm, and a medallion around his neck.  He has several initial letters and figures pricked upon his arm in India Ink.  Thomas Brown, 6/4/1850.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Jose Perfino (aka Indio aka Eperfino)
Ethnicity:

Cuban [or Spanish or Portuguese]
Race:


Hispanic
Gender:

m


Age:


40
Phys char:



65”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Tampa
Birthplace:

Cuba
Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas Cline
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

military officer
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, May 17




HILLSBOROUGH
LET

GOV (INDIAN AGENCY)
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    LYNCHING
Motive:  
REVENGE / GENOCIDE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
William L. Campbell and James L. Whidden
VICTIM(s):
three Tallahassee men

Cause of death:  hanged [phys]

Circumstances:   three men were arrested at Fort Myers on suspicion of having murder a child, Daniel Hubbard, in Marion County in 1849.  They were in the custody of Simon Turman, j.p.  The men said that Echo Emathla Chopco (aka Chipco) and three other Tallahassee men were responsible for the murder, but before their story could be check, they were lynched.  Their jailers were William L. Campbell and James L. Whidden, the son-in-law and son of James W. Whidden, whose son Dempsey had been murdered by Indians at Chokonikla, Hillsborough County, in 1849.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  no

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 93-4, 385n6.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

James W. Whidden:  in 1848, founded “Jimmy Whidden’s” settlement on Whidden Creek in the Peace River Valley, 6 miles north of the new Indian store.
Suspect:  

William L. Campbell and James L. Whidden
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:

Tallahassee
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1850, May 21




HILLSBOROUGH

GOVT

DATE:  or 5/20

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  JUSTIFIED FUGITIVE by POSSE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night
Days to death:  0

HOM:  U. S. soldier (probably Michael Daily) m. Jose Perfino (aka Indio)

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Benjamin Hagler to Governor Thomas Brown, 5/22/1850, Office of the Governor, Correspondence of Governor Thomas Brown, 1849-53, RG 101, Series 755, Box 1, Folder 6, entitled General Correspondence.  FSArchives.
“In attempting to arrest the said Indio . . . a U. S. soldier killed the said Indio, so that there is no necessity to run the state to any expense for advertising a reward for his apprehension.”

Affidavit, 7/15/1850, Correspondence of Thomas Brown, 1849-53, RG 101, Series 755, Box 3, Folder 5, FSArchives.
Sworn affidavit of George Beatie of Hillsborough, j.p., said Michael Daily did arrest and deliver Perfino to the Sheriff on 5/20/1850.  Daily to be given $100 reward.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Series 13, Book 1, #132, #112

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

probably Michael Daily
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

U. S. soldier
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Jose Perfino (aka Indio)

Ethnicity:

Spanish or Portuguese

Race:


Hispanic

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1850]




HILLSBOROUGH

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Jass
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1850

Court proceedings:  10/1850:  fNG
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 160, 171
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

George Jass
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, Aug. 6




near Ft. Myers, HILLSBOROUGH

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM CHILD by INDIANS

Motive:  GENOCIDE / POLITICAL

Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Pohosee, Ista-chok-see-hoh-kee (his son), and Kitso Hajo (an orphan)
VICTIM(s):
Daniel Hubbard

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  F&J 5/2/1851:  “the boy was taken by two or three of the ‘outside’ band and by them murdered.”  A band of twenty Indians were not living within the limits of their reservation and were not living peaceably:  they were alleged by Bowlegs and other chiefs to have been responsible for the crime.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1850


Court proceedings:  6/1851:  tried to escape, and failing, hanged themselves.
Source:  

Newspaper:  


Floridian & Journal 5/24/1851

Floridian & Journal 6/7/1851; Pensacola Gazette, 6/14/1851:  The Indians who had been given up for the murder of “the boy Hubbard, have committed suicide!—something unusual with an Indian.  They attempted to break jail, but failing ended their wretched existence by hanging themselves.  There was a pretty general conviction resting on the minds of the citizens of Tampa that these unfortunate Indians were not really the guilty parties.  The story goes that they had expressed a desire to emigrate to the West, which excited the hatred of the other Indians against them.  In addition to this, they were all without relatives in the nation, Pohosee and Ista-chok-see-hoh-kee, his son, being the last of their family, and Kitso Hajo, an orphan, also with kin—besides, the latter was suspected of being too intimate with one of the wives of a chief.  The murder having been admitted, it was necessary that the murderers should be given up, and these three were seized, condemned by the Indian Council and turned over to the State authorities, without, it is thought, being guilty of the crime allged—but simply from the fact that they were friendless in the nation, and without relatives to revenge their death, and were willing, contrary to the policy of the other Indians, to emigrate West.””  

Inquest printed, i.d. 5/24/1851, Simon Turman, j.p. and ex-officio coroner, on the 3 Seminole Indians “delivered by the United States Agent, captain J. C. Casey,” as the murderers of “the boy Daniel Hubbard.”  At the Hillsborough County jail.  Verdict:  Voluntary suicide by hanging themselves.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:

Seminole

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Daniel Hubbard

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


child
“a boy”
“a lad”

Literate:



Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1854, Apr. 




HILLSBOROUGH

CT
P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  PROPERTY DISPUTE over a contract for procuring shingles for the government
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  several [4]


HOM:  Eli Stephens m. ___ Stuart

Weapon:  shot [gun] – died the Sunday following.

Circumstances:  dispute over a contract for procuring shingles for the government.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1854

Court proceedings:  10/1855:  absentee docket
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 354

Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66: 77

Newspaper:  

Floridian and Journal, 4/8/1854:  affray in Tampa:  2 men (first names not given) had a fight over “a dispute respecting a contract for procuring shingles for the Government.  They first met and had a fight, as I understand, in which Stuart was rather roughly handled.  He,however, went off, and against returned during the day to demand satisfaction, when it is said Stevens took a gun that happened to be at hand, and shot him, causing his death on the Sunday following.  Stevens is yet at large.”  A Florida letter in the Charleston Courier.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Eli Stephens
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Stuart
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]




HILLSBOROUGH

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Nicholas Branch m. 

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: Spring 1856

Court proceedings:  Spring 1856:  fNG
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66: 159
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Nicholas Branch
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1857]




HILLSBOROUGH

CT
FILE
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George, a negro man slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: Fall, 1857

Court proceedings:  Fall, 1857:  np.  Fall, 1857:  fG of manslaughter.  To stand at pillory for one hour “at some public place in the  Town of Tampa” on 10/31/1857.  Then on 11/14/1857 to be given 50 lashes.
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 308, 312, 332
Hillsborough County Historical Committee:  County Court Records, 1850-83, folder entitled Court Records, Hillsboro County, Docket of Judgments, 1850-83, FHSociety, USF Library.

Judgment against George:  $265.58 costs.  10/28/1857.  Henry Parker, sheriff.  Execution issued & received on 11/10/1857.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

George
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, Feb. 16




near Soskrum, HILLSBOROUGH

CT
P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE FATHER-IN-LAW by SON-IN-LAW
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Richard Vickers
VICTIM(s):
William T. Rushing

Weapon:  knife [sharp] stabbed 6 or 7 times

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1858

Court proceedings:  4/1859:  absentee docket
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66: 350, 392
Newspaper:  

Floridian & Journal 3/6/1858; Ocala Florida Home Companion, 3/9/1858:  WTR “one of the first settlers of our County, was well and favorably known in this community.”  RV “was a member of the Baptist Church, and up to the time of the fatal reencounter, lived in the same house with his father-in-law, on the most friendly circumstances.”


On the 16th, RV, WTr, and a young Mr. Rushing, were at the Ichepuckessassee store.  After finishing their purchases, Mr. R. and son wished to return home, but the son-in-law was not ready.  After a few sharp words, the two former started homeward, leaving Mr. V. at the store.  When within a short distance of Soskrum, they stopped for the purpose of adjusting a barrel which had slipped from its place in the cart.  While thus engaged, the son-in-law rode up, and the younger Rushing remarked, ‘You must have rode slow; we waited for you several times.’  To this was returned a tart reply, when the old man asked an explanation of his conduct.  Insulting monosyllables were the only response.  The old man approached Mr. V. who was on horse, stating that ‘he could stand it no longer.’  As he finished the sentence, Mr. V. struck him in the breast with a large knife, inflicting a mortal wound.  The old man staggered a few steps, when Mr. V. dismounted, and meeting, succeeded in stabbing him five or six times before he fell.


The son was so much surprised at the occurrence, that he did not discover the knife and supposed no serious injury inflicted until his father lay before him—a corpse.  He then went to the house, and returned to the scene with the rest of the family.  Vickers remained on the ground, and assisted in carrying the body of his father-in-law to the house.  He said he would soon come to Tampa and surrender to the Sheriff, and the relatives neglected to take the proper steps to secure him.  After remaining at the house one day and two nights, he absconded and has not since been heard of.


Comment is unnecessary, and we forbear.”  Peninsular (Tampa), 2/27

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Richard Vickers
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:

settler
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William T. Rushing
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:

at least 1 daughter and 1 son
Occupation:

settler
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, [Apr.]




Tampa, HILLSBOROUGH
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   probable HOM / possible SUI
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
possible VIGILANTE JUSTICE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
John Haywood

Cause of death:  [hanging] [phys]

Circumstances:   “hanged near the racetrack by some person or persons unknown.”

Inquest:   verdict:  homicide by person or persons unknown

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Tampa Florida Peninsular, 5/1/1858:  “Found Dead. A man named Haywood wasa found hanging to a tree in the suburbs of our City.  Various rumors and conjectures are afloat in relation to the matter; some assert that he was hung designedly others are of the opinion that he may have committed suicide professionally, as it was near the race track; the Jury of Inquest, however, declares that he was hung by some person or persons unknown.”

Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 195-6, 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Haywood
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1858, [May or June]




Tampa, HILLSBOROUGH
P
NOTE:  the lynching cannot be verified, and several newspapers complained the report a hoax, although a memoir from later years suggests at least 3 men were lynched.
Class of death:   uncertain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
John J. Early, D’Witt Lucian, Jerome Baer, and J. Alfonso Crockett

Cause of death:  [hanging] [phys]


Circumstances:   the alleged victims were Know Nothings, hanged for their political beliefs.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
“Veritas” to the Editor, Newport Wakulla Times, 6/23/1858.

Letter of S. T. Bowen to the Editor, 6/24/1858, published in the Savannah Daily Republican, 6/30/1858, reported 4 men were lynching on the grounds of their Know Nothing political affiliations.

“The Tampa Affair,” Savannah Daily Republican, 7/14/1858


New York Tribune, 7/3/1858


New York Times, 7/3/1858

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, 7/10/1858:  called the story of the lynching a “hoax.”
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, 9/28/1891:  “The Early Pioneer Days, Captain Watson Tells of His Return from the Indian Wars, How Tampa Treated Cut-Throats.”  Capt. W. B. Watson recalled that he had mustered out of service in the Indian war near Tampa Bay.  Anxious to return home, he “lit out for Enterprise.”  On his way out of town, he “passed close by the bodies of three men swinging stark by their necks near the roadside.”

Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 195-6, 211.

Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press, 126.  The controversy was the result of a political fight between James Magbee and Henry Crane, the late editor of the Tampa Florida Peninsular, for control of the Democratic Party in Tampa.

Census:  
Genealogy:  
Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John J. Early, D’Witt Lucian, Jerome Baer, and J. Alfonso




Crockett
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1859]




HILLSBOROUGH

CT

P
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Adam, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [4/1859]


Court proceedings:  4/1859:  fG.  Trial lasted 10/20-24/1859.  “Jury not allowed to disperse but left in charge of the Sheriff for the night.”  To be hanged 12/16/1859.  Exceptions granted.
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66: 440, 443

499:  “Defendant by his attorneys presented to the Court a bill of exceptions, and there not being time to examine the same, It is ordered that the time be given; perfect and sign until the twelfth day of the present month.”

J. M. Hayman to T. W. Brevard, 12/29/1859, State Comptroller Correspondence, RG 350, Series 554, Box 2, Folder 5.  

A writ of Error granted by the Supreme Court, so he was not hanged on 12/16.  Stayed until the Supreme Court meet in Tampa next March.  

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian, 1/5/1860, from the Tampa Peninsular:  GMB and “the negro boy Adam” were executed at Tampa, 12/16/1859.  [SIC:  Adam was not executed on that date.]
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Adam, a slave
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


[adult]
“the boy”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, [Jan.]




Tampa, HILLSBOROUGH

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  LYNCHING of CONDEMNED SLAVE who had appealed his conviction

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
a lynch mob
VICTIM(s):
Adam, a slave

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  hanged while awaiting outcome of his appeal.  Adam was probably wrongly accused of murder, but militant whites did not wish to see George Buckley hanged while Adam remained in jail.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  no

Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Newspaper:  


Tampa Florida Peninsular, 1/21/1860

Other Sources:

Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 199, 211.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Adam, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1859, Aug. 24




HILLSBOROUGH

CT
P
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE FATHER-IN-LAW by SON-IN-LAW
Motive:  GRUDGE or FEUD [unknown cause]
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night
Days to death:  0

HOM:  George M. Buckley m. George W. Goodwin

Weapon:  gunshot wound

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 8/24 [sic]/1859, John W. Roberts, j.p. and acting coroner:  verdict:  willful and malicious murder.  Shot on night of 8/24 and died on morning of 8/25.

Indictment:  murder


Term: [10/1859]

Court proceedings:  10/1859:  fG.  To hang on 12/16/1859.  Hanged.
Source:  


Hillsborough County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1854-66: 443, 449
Coroner’s Inquest, 8/24/1859, Comptroller’s Vouchers, Post-Mortem Examinations, RG 350, Series 565, Box 7, folder 3, Hillsborough County, FSArchives.



Witnesses:  Sarah Goodwin and G. W. Collins.

Newspaper:  

Fernandina East Floridian, 11/24/1859:  sentence of death.  Judge King’s address:  from the testimony of the witnesses, “we must believe that you had, for some time previous to the murder, entertained hostile feelings to the deceased, and threatened to kill him on one or two occasions.  It does not fully appear what was the origin of such feelings, but it seems form expressions you made at the time of the killing, and soon after it, that they then existed.  Actuated by them on a sudden quarrel you seized your gun and took his life.”
Fernandina East Floridian, 1/5/1860, from the Tampa Peninsular:  GMB and “the negro boy Adam” were executed at Tampa, 12/16/1859.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

George Buckley
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

George W. Goodwin
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








