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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1797


1797

Jan 16.  Yesterday was committed to our county prison, ANN BARRINGTON charged with the wilful murder of a female bastard child, at South Cerney, in this county.

Jan 23.  On Monday se’nnight RICHARD HARVER, blacksmith, was found dead in the public highway, at Bitton, in this county.  Verdict, Died through the inclemency of the weather.  Tuesday, RICHARD TRILLER, quarryman, being at work in Tutshill rock, fell from near the top, and instantly expired.  The same day, WILLIAM NICHOLLS, a child aged three years, of Nibley, in the parish of Westerleigh, in this county, was burnt to death by his clothes taking fire.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.  The above inquests were taken before Mr Joyner, of Berkeley.

Jan 30.   A few days ago JAMES PARSONS, of the Sladd, in the parish of Stroud, a child about three years old, was burnt to death by his cloaths taking fire.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  On Wednesday last HANNAH TEAKLE, who had been disordered in her mind for some months past, put an end to her existence by cutting her throat with a razor.  Verdict, Insanity.  And on Friday, MARTHA FLUCK was found dead by her fireside: being alone, it is supposed she died in a fit.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  The above inquests were taken before Mr Trigg, Coroner, of Cainscross.

Mar 27.  On Wednesday night Mr SAMUEL NEWMAN, a respectable farmer of Sandhurst, was found dead in the road not far from Cambridge Inn.  He is supposed to have died suddenly in a fit, as 11 guineas were found in his pocket.

Apr 24.  On Monday se’nnight the Betsey Trow, belonging to Framiload, in this county, bound from Berekeley Pill to Gloucester, laden with Tenby Coal, foundered and sunk in tne river Severn, near Shapney Point in a gale of wind, by which unforeseen accident, the Master GEORGE MOORE, his son and nephew, and one ISAAC BALL, unfortunately lost their lives.  Their bodies were found near the same place two days after, when inquests were held before Mr Joyner of Berkeley.

   We hear during the same week five other inquests were held before the same Coroner, viz. one killed by a waggon, one by a cart, one by falling into a quarry, one drowned, and one sudden death by drinking to excess.

Jun 12.  JAMES BERRY, on Sunday last, returning from Cirencester to Tetbury, sitting on the shafts of a waggon, fell down, and the wheels going over him crushed him to death.  

On Friday last THOMAS GREEN, of Hampton, cut his throat.  These inquests were taken by Mr Trigg.

Jul 17.  On Monday evening last a melancholy accident happened at the New Passage in this county.  WILLIAM SELWAY, under hostler at the inn, in attempting to wash a horse in the Severn at high water, fell from the back of the horse into the tide.  Mr FITZGERALD, butler to Captain O’TOOLE, near Chepstow, standing on the beach, and seeing the imminent danger of SELWAY, immediately plunged into the water, and getting entangled together they were both unfortunately drowned, although Mr FITZGERALD was an excellent swimmer.  A medical gentleman was procured by Mr MORGAN, the lanlord, but whose endeavours to restore life proved unsuccessful, as the bodies had lain too long under water.  The above inquests were taken before Mr Joyner, of Berkeley.

Aug 14.   On Monday last Mr SAMUEL JAMES, of Halmore, near Berkeley, a respectable farmer, whilst he was washing his face, fell backwards into a cistern, and instantly expired.  On Tuesday a child belonging to Mr ROACH, of Hope Farm, near Thorbury, fell into a tub of boiling wort, and was scalded to death.  The above inquests were taken before Mr Joiner.

Oct 2.  On Tuesday last an inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, at Stapleton Prison, near Bristol, on the body of Louis le Brison, a Frenchman, who was shot the preceding day by one of the sentinels belonging to the Royal Buckingham Militia.  The Jury, after a full investigation, found a verdict of justifiable homicide.
Oct 16.  Death of unnamed day labourer at Maisemore “Sunday last”.

Oct 23.  On Saturday evening the 14th inst. as THOMAS ARCH was driving a waggon at Brockthrop, in this county, he made a false step and fell before the wheel, which went over his body and killed him on the spot.

Nov 20.  On Tuesday last an inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, at the French prison, at Stapleton, in this county, on the body of FRANCIS CORDRY, a private in the Berkshire Militia, who was shot through the body, whilst on duty, about eleven o’clock last night, by another centinel named RICHARD NEWTON, owing to a mistake and the darkness of the night.  The Jury, after a full investigation, found a verdict of Chance Medley.
Dec 4.  Last week Mr Joyner, of Berkeley, took inquests on the bodies of AMEY PORTER, of Mangotsfield, who was drowned in a well; of WILLIAM PHILPOTT, one of the Overseers of 

Cromhall supposed to have died from ill treatment by one LINES, a pauper; and of KETURAH YOUNG, a child about three years old, who was burnt to death by her cloaths taking fire, in the absence of her mother.

Dec 25.  Saturday morning last a melancholy accident happened on the river Severn.  As one of the New Passage boats was returning from the Monmouthshire side, a sudden and most uncommonly violent squall of wind carried away her tackle, which rendered the vessel unmanageable, and caused her immediately to fill with water, whereby she sunk.  There were six persons in her, five of whom perished, viz. three men and a boy belonging to the boat, and a genteel young man, a passenger, who had a small bundle with him.  The three boatmen that perished left behind them three wives and near 20 children, who were solely supported by their industry. 

