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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1794


1794.

Feb 24.  On Tuesday last was committed to our county prison, by T Blunt, Esq. one of his Majesty’s Coroners for this county, HANNAH LIMBRICK, of Westbury, charged with the wilful murder of DEBORAH LIMBRICK, her daughter in law, a child about four years old.

  On Friday night the 14th inst. an unhappy dispute happened between BENJAMIN HEAGUE, and WILLIAM GRIFFITHS, servants to Mrs Hall, of Arlingham, in which some blows passed; in the fray, HEAGUE struck GRIFFITHS a blow on the temple, which killed him upon the spot.  HEAGUE has absconded.  The Coroners inquest have brought in a verdict of Manslaughter.

Mar 10.  On Wednesday last as WILLIAM VINER, of Cirencester, was passing over the bridge at one of the locks on the Thames and Severn Canal, in the parish of Bisley, he fell into the canal, and was drowned.  Every possible means of recalling him to life was employed, but wihout effect.  Mr Trigge, of Cainscross, the coroner, held an inquest upon the body, and gave a verdict Accidental Death.

   BENJAMIN HEAGUE, advertised in our last paper, for killing WILLIAM GRIFFETTS, of Arlingham, has surrendered himself.

Mar 17.  BENJAMIN HEAGUE, found guilty of manslaughter, was also ordered to be imprisoned for one year.

Mar 31.  On Sunday last JOHN CARTER DOCTOR, endeavouring to catch a salmon fish, nearly opposite Arlingham Worth, in the river Severn, the sands being quick and giving way, forced him into the Channel, where he was drowned, in the sight of many spectators on shore.  He has left a wife and three small children.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   Friday, ELIZABETH BOY, aged 19 years, being subject to fits, fell into a pool in the parish of Sodbury, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  Thursday, GEORGE MORGAN, of Woodmancote, in the parish of Dursley, broadweaver, fell down from his loom and immediately expired.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the visitation of God.  The above inquests were taken by Mr Joyner, of Berkeley, the only Coroner now residing in the lower part of this county.

Apr 7.  On Mondayy afternoon, in a violent storm of wind, attended with thunder and lightning, a barn was blown down, in the parish of Whaddon, near this city, and a lad was crushed to death.

Apr 21.  The two following inquests were lately taken by Mr Joiner, of Berkeley.  Friday the 11th, on WILLIAM HOPKINS, a travelling glass seller, found dead in his lodgings at Wickwar.  And 

Monday the 14th, on Mr HENRY RICE, of Old Sodbury, miller, whose horse taking fright upon the road in the parish of Iron Acton, he was thrown and killed on the spot.

   Three inquests have also been taken by Mr Trigg, of Cainscross:  On Saturday the 12th, on a still born child, found in the parish of Randwick.  On Monday, on the body of JAMES WATHEN, thrown from a horse in the parish of Painswick.  And on Tuesday, on the body of JOHN PEGLER, who was scalded to death, by the sudden boiling over of a dying furnace, at Mr Partridge’s, at Bowbridge.

Apr 28.  BENJAMIN HEAGUE, convicted of manslaughter at our last assizes, for which he was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment, having expressed a desire to enter into the army, a pardon was obtained for him on that condition.  He was apprised of this circumstance on Thursday morning, and was told, that the next day he would be delivered to the care of a serjeant of dragoons.  The same afternoon, while employed in the inclosure on the outside of the prison, he suddenly took the opportunity of leaping over the poles, and the governor of the prison with others closely pursuing him, he threw himself into the river, hoping to reach the other side, but perished in the attempt.

May 12.  On Sunday last a lad named THOMAS WARREN, of Upleadon, whipping a cart horse, was kicked by him so violently, that he languished but a few hours before he died.  On Friday last

1794.  May 12.   JOHN CLEMENS, a boy 15 years of age, coming from Stroud, his horse fell with him in Barton street, and taking fright, the boy was thrown, and not being able to disengage his foot from the stirrups, was dragged for a considerable distance, and so shockingly bruised about the head, that he expired.  On Saturday woman was found dead in a field at Maugersbury, in this county.

May 19.  [Tetbury, May 14] On Wednesday last a melancholy accident happened in the parish of Cowley, in this county.  A baker’s horse being tied to a gate, near where two children were playing, by some means got the gate off the hinges and immediately taking fright, ran down the street with the gate tied to the halter, and killed a boy [WILLIAM WITTS] on the spot; a girl was very near suffering the same fate, the gate wounding her in the leg.  The inquest was taken before Daniel Willey, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county, and resident in Gloucester.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Monday evening died suddenly, as she was talking to a neighbour, Mrs BARNES, aged 64, sister to Mr NICHOLAS BARNES, of this city.  She has left a mother aged 92.

Jun 9.  A few days ago, as DANIEL WEBB, was returning on horse back to his residence in the parish of Rodborough, he being much indisposed, fell from his horse, and instantly expired.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  On Thursday last, as MARY KIRBY, an infant three years old, was playing near a millstream, in the parish of Minchinhampton, she fell in, and was instantly taken down the brook by the velocity of the stream, and was drowned.  The above inquests were taken by Mr Trigg, of Cainscross, near Stroud.

  On Wednesday last HANNAH WEBLEY, of the parish of Berkeley, single woman, was committed by Mr Joyner, Coroner, for the murder of he male bastard child.

Jun 30.  On Monday evening, a soldier [ELIAS EVANS] in the regiment of Ancient British Fencibles quartered here, attempting to swim in the Severn, was drowned.

   Last week two inquests were taken by Mr Trigg, coroner, at Cainscross, near Stroud:  On the body of ESTHER NORRIS, who fell out of a window in the parish of Randwick; the other on WILLIAM CLARK.  This lad was driving a waggon loaded with coal to Cirencester, and received a kick from one of the horses in his team which killed him.

Aug 25.  Assizes.  Sentence of Death: HANNAH LIMBRICK, of Westbury on Severn; HANNAH WEBLEY, of Berkeley.

Sep 1.  On Monday last as Mr JOHN FRYER of Pegthorne Farm, near Whitminster, in this county, was spending the evening, at the house of Mr FIELDER, of Putley, he fell down in a fit and expired in a few minutes.  The loss of this worthy man has excited great regret in his neighbourhood.

Sep 29.  ANN BARTLETT, of the parish of Codrington, in this county, single woman, was committed to prison, on Wednesday last, on suspicion of murdering her child.

Oct 13.  On the 24th of last month there was found on the banks of the Severn, in the parish of  Awre, the body of a sailor, supposed to have been in the water about six weeks.  He seemed to be between 30 and 40 years of age; upon his right arm the following marks were impressed:  R.P.A.P. with a heart under it, and an anchor reversed.

Oct 20.  On Saturday a little boy, between six and seven years of age, son to the person who oils the chimes in the tower of the Cathedral, accompanying his father in to the tower, opened a door at the pine end of the building, next the Churchyard, to look at the soldiers, exercising below, and leaning too far, fell through the balustrade to the ground, which we suppose to be not much less than [100?] feet.  he was taken up senseless, was not dead yesterday afternoon, but there are no hopes of his recovery.

Oct 27.  On Friday morning died JOSHUA BAILEY, the child who fell from the top of the Cathedral as mentioned in our last.

Nov 17.  Last week the following inquests were taken before Mr Joyner, coroner, of Berkeley:  On Monday at the York Hotel, Clifton, on the body of Mrs WATERMAN, who fractured her skull by a fall from her horse.  Tuesday, on the body of EDWARD TYLER, cordwainer, who was found dead on the turnpike road in the parish of Bitton.  It is supposed he died in a fit.  Thursday, on the body of Mr THOMAS BETHELL, pump maker.  He was repairing a pump in a well at Tetbury, and fell from the stay, which lay across the well, to the bottom, a distance of about 45 feet, and was instantly killed.  Saturday, on the body of JOHN BRADFORD, late of Newnham, waterman, who was drowned in the river Severn.  He was a very sober man, bore a good character, and has left a wife and four small children.

   On Thursday last an inquest was taken by Mr Trigg, Coroner, at Cainscross, near Stroud, on the body of JAMES FRANKLIN, of the Thrup, in the parish of Stroud, who fell into the Thames and Severn Canal, on Wednesday, returning home from Bowbridge.  Verdict, Accidental death.  The means of restoration proved fruitless though immediately tried.

Nov 24.  An inquest was held on Saturday the 15th, by Mr Trigg, Coroner, of Cainscross, near Stroud, on the body of WILLIAM MARSH, weaver, of Chalford, in the parish of Bisley, who was found dead at a place called the Golden Valley.  It appeared evident he slipped from a wall, he was getting over, and a large stone fell on his arm, which bruised him considerably.  Verdict, Accidental death.

  On Thursday night last ALEXANDER MURPHY, late of Bristol, carpenter, and a soldier belonging to the Carlow Buffs, were both found dead; the former at Stinchcombe, near Dursley; the latter at Peddington, near Berkeley.  Verdicts, died by the inclemency of the weather.  The above inquests were taken by Mr Joyner, coroner.

Dec 22.  Unreadable.  Col 1e ????geby @ Rice of Minchinhampton.

