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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1767


1767

Jan 26.  Letter from Coroner to Editor.  It may not be improper, etc. .......

MR RAIKES, 

 It having been represented to me by a clergyman of the neighbourhood of Moreton Valence, that a boy [JOSEPH BROWN], about 12 years of age, was famished to death, I proceeded according to my rules of office, and had the body taken up this day, and held an inquest upon it; and the jury agreed, that the boy, actually died for want of every necessary of life.  The boy’s sister, who was a material evidence, declared upon oath, that her brother was starved, and that he had many times eaten coals and ashes from the hearth for want of other food.  Upon which I opened the body, and found the abdominal viscera perfectly sound; and upon opening the stomach, found a considerable quantity of coals and ashes, as described by his sister.  His head was covered with lice, which in many places had penetrated even to the skull.  His body was so extremely emaciated, that to me it was one of the most dismal spectacles I ever beheld, scarcely skin sufficient to cover the bones.  So that, through the neglect of the parish officer, this poor boy must have actually died of hunger, and many poor people, there is too much reason to believe, are dying of the same disease.  I am, SIR,

                 Your very humble Servant,

Jan 23.                                                Geo. Nayler, Coroner.

Feb 2.  Last week died in our Castle, WALTER GRIFFITHS, who was committed for horse stealing.

Feb 9.  The following tragic affair has been transmitted to us by Mr Nayler, one of the Coroners of this county.

MR RAIKES,

 On Monday I was sent for to Mr TOMBS’s, of Coates, near Cirencester, to hold an inquest on the bodies of two of his daughters, one of the age of 24, the other of eight years, who, on the day before, were, together with a maid servant of the age of 22, poisoned by taking, for a cutaneous eruption, a dose of arsenick, which was sold to Mrs TOMBS for Cream of Tartar, by an Ignorant quack of that neighbourhood, some months ago.

  They were, soon after taking it, seized with all the dire symptoms which usually attend the internal use of that cursed drug, such as violent vomiting, excessive heat in the throat, and intolerable oain in the stomach and abdominal region; and after enduring inexpressible torture for nearly eight hours, they all three miserably expired.

  It is impossible to describe the grief of Mr and Mrs TOMBS for this affecting and almost unparalleled event, particularly that of Mrs TOMBS.   But even in this extremity of distress, the divine goodness seems to have thrown a circumstance of consolation.  Their other daughter was to 

have taken the same medicine, but she desired to postpone it ‘till the next day that she might go to church; and thus she escaped the fate of her sisters.

   Now, the tragical catastrophe of these three young people should serve as a caution to all people not to purchase drugs of ignorant stockheads, who, in many instances, don’t know how to distinguish one drug from another.  I am, Sir, etc.   Stroud, Feb 7.

Feb 23.  On Saturday evening Farmer BALDWIN of Sandhurst, returning home from market, missed the road over Longford ham which was overflowed, and fell into the river, and both he and his horse were drowned.  His neighbours endeavoured to dissuade him from going that way, but he would not hearken to their advice.  His father was drowned some few years ago in the same place. [See Jan 30 1748]

Mar 9.  On Wednesday died in our Castle, WILLIAM SMITH, committed for breaking and entering the dwelling house of WILLIAM TROTMAN of Bream, in this county.

   On Thursday last died suddenly, RICHARD WARREN, Esq. of Redcliffe, near Bristol, one of the Captains of our Militia.  He was waiting for the boat at Rownham Ferry to carry him over to the Hotwells, and dropped down dead as he stood on the bank.  This gentleman is a general loss to society, for few men were a greater ornament to it.

30 Mar.  Norton Burials.  A Man Unknown drowned in the Severn.

Jun 1.  On Friday last ROBERT JONES was committed to our Castle, on a violent suspicion of perpetrating a most horrid murder on the body of Mr STEPHEN MATTHEWS, a very wealthy farmer, of Hinchwick, near Stow on the Wold, in this county.  It appears that Mr MATTHEWS was returning home from Evesham market, where he had received about 200 l. and in passing through his own grounds the villain knocked him off his horse, as he was attempting to open a gate, which the murderer had made difficult, by placing a large stone against it.  The body was not discovered till the next morning.  The head was terribly bruised, and the skull fractured as supposed with a plow pudder, and the throat seemed to have been stuck thro’ with a knife.  As soon as it was noised in the county, suspicion immediately fell on the prisoner, who had paid off some ale scores and boasted that he did not want for money.  And on Wednesday, he was pursued and taken by Mr WILKS, of Chipping Norton, and Mr JOSEPH KNIGHT, of Stow.  Mr MATTHEWS’s watch and a considerable sum of money were found upon him.  Since his commitment, he affects unconcern, and asserts his innocence.  He says he can prove that the watch was his own, and that he bought it at Broadway.  But it was remarkable that Mr MATTHEWS had received but two days before a new seal from Worcester, which was found to the watch at the time it was taken from thee prisoner.

Jun 22.  On Friday evening, as Mr CALLOW NEW, a very considerable farmer at Charlton Abbotts, was returning home from the Visitation at Cheltenham, he was thrown from his horse in 

going down Prestbury street, and was killed on the spot.  He has left a family of twelve children to mourn his loss.

Aug 3.  ROBERT JONES listed for trial at Assizes.

Aug 10.  On Wednesday morning came on the trial of ROBERT JONES, for the barbarous murder of Mr STEPHEN MATTHEWS, of Hinchwick, when he was found guilty upon the clearest evidence.  After he received sentence, he confessed the fact, and related very circumstantially the manner in which he committed it.  He said that he formed the design of murdering and robbing Mr MATTHEWS, on Monday the 21st, and in going to the place by which Mr MATTHEWS was to pass, he picked up the plow paddle that he murdered him with; that he lay down in the grass, and was almost asleep when Mr MATTHEWS came by; that he let him pass, and then followed him at a distance; and observing Mr MATTHEWS  to alight to ease nature, he waited till he was putting his foot in his stirrup to remount his horse, in that instant he ran up and gave him such a violent blow as brought him to the ground, which he repeated two or three times, and afterwards robbed him of 17 guineas and a half.  From the time of his commitment to his condemnation he has behaved so audaciously, that it was judged necessary to handcuff and chain him to the floor; but after sentence was passed his behaviour was very penitential, and at his death he expressed the greatest contrition for the crimes of his past life.  He had been supposed by some of the murder of Mr WYNNIAT, but protested in the most solemn manner his innocence, and desired it might be published to the world.

He was executed on Friday, and the next day his body was conveyed to the Spot where the murder was committed, and there hung in chains.

Sep 7.  On Tuesday last  a taylor  of Charlton King’s sent his son [RICHARD RUSSELL], a young man about 19, into a wood near that place to cut some furze; but the young man not returning  home, his friends were alarmed, and made enquiry after him in the neighbourhood.  No one could give any account of him; upon which they made a strict search the next day through the wood, and at last found him hanging upon a lofty branch of a tree with his legs tied.  The hatchet and the rope which he had taken to cut and bind the furze, were found at some distance.

Sep 14.  Murder of wife by MARKS of Bristol.     

Nov 4.  Norton Burials.  Elizabeth Cox, a child, drowned.

