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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1763


1763

Jan 17.  Gloucester, Jan 17.  We think the following shocking instance of brutish cruelty not to be equalled by the most savage barbarian.  A girl who lodged at a house in Barton Street, near this city, on Friday night last was taken in labour; when the woman of the house, deaf to the poor wretch’s intreaties, and destitute of all the feelings of humanity, pulled her out of bed, and turned her into the street in that deplorable situation: a farrier’s shed was all the shelter she could find; and there she was discovered early in the morning delivered of her child which the extreme severity of the cold had killed; but the mother, through the benevolent care of some of the inhabitants, is likely to recover.

Feb 28.  Gloucester, Feb 28.  A few days ago, as a man was coming from Campden fair, on horseback, one of his stirrups broke as he was passing through a deep water near Badsey bridge, and he fell from his horse, and was drowned.

Mar 7.  Assizes.  For trial: THOMAS HANKS.

Mar 14.  Our Assizes were concluded on Saturday morning; at which THOMAS HANKS, of Wick Rissington, for the murder of his wife, was the only person capitally convicted.  The trial of this man lasted seven hours, and during the course of it there appeared such a combination of concurrent circumstances as fully evidenced his guilt.  The pathetick eloquence of Mr Justice WILMOT, in his admonition to the unhappy convict, was beyond conception great; but the prisoner’s obdurate insensibility was observed with concern by the whole court; for after sentence was pronounced against him, he said, I am an innocent man; in which declaration he still persists.  His body was at first ordered to be dissected, but the sentence is since changed, and he is to be hanged in chains near the scene of that horrid fact.  He will be executed this day.  His mother, charged as being accessary to the murder, was acquitted.

Mar 21.  On Monday last THOMAS HANKS was executed here, agreeable to his sentence.  His behavioiur was expressive of the deepest penitence for the sins of his past life, but he persevered in denying the murder for which he suffered.

Mar 28.  On Wednesday last, a person who was lately committed to our Northgate gaol for a debt which, he said, he never had contracted, and therefore refused to pay, took the desperate resolution of hanging himself.  That the friends of the other debtors may not be alarmed, we are desired to mention that the man’s name was RICHARD B------TT.

Apr 11.  On Friday last a young lad [JAMES DOWELL]  fell from a dung cart in a field at Longford near this city, and the wheel going over him, crushed him to death.

Jun 27.  Gloucester, Jun 20.  Last Tuesday one [STEPHEN] ALDRIDGE, a fisherman, at Arlingham, in this County, was choaked by a small fish, which accidentally slipped into his throat as he was going to bite its head, in order to kill it.  He has left a widow and five small children.

Jul 18.  Cain’s Cross, July 17.  Letter from a Coroner:

TO THE PRINTER

SIR,                                                                                                                       Cain’s       Cross, July 17.

Yesterday morning I was sent for to Minety, in this county, on the following melancholy accident, that happened on Friday evening about six o’clock, which you will please to insert in your paper as a caution to people not to shelter themselves under trees in storms of thunder and lightning.  Mr THOMAS BROWN, a Gentleman Farmer of Minety, was a-haymaking with six of his servants, at a ground about a mile from his house, on Friday evening, when a violent storm of rain and hail fell, with frequent claps of thunder and lightning.  To avoid the storm, Mr BROWN and his servants ran to a haw thorn tree for shelter; but, unhappily for them, no sooner were they got there than a terrible clap of thunder and lightning broke over their heads, which killed Mr BROWN and one THOMAS VINES on the spot.  The other five were dangerously wounded, particularly the widow of THOMAS VINES, whose life is despaired of.  It is very remarkable, that tho’ their bodies were quite excoriated by the lightning, and their linnen burned, yet their other garments were not affected.  This is what appears by the evidences taken on the inquisition before, SIR,

                           Your humble Servant,  

 
                                                Geo. Nayler, Coroner.

Jul 25.  On Thursday evening last, one WILLIAM GRINING, a weaver, in the parish of Cam, in this county, having some dispute with his wife, in the heat of passion gave her a violent kick, which broke some of the blood vessels and killed her on the spot.. The man is committed to our Castle by Mr Nayler, Coroner.

   Report of the taking of a highwayman, no names.

Aug 1.  Notice re taking of highwayman.

Aug 8.  Assizes: WILLIAM GRINING  for the murder of his wife; THOMAS TILL for murder; DANIEL NEALE, (the highwayman who cut his throat) for several robberies.

Aug 15.  Sentence of DANIEL NEALE. 

Aug 22.  More re DANIEL NEALE.

Aug 29.  Execution of DANIEL NEALE.

Dec 26.  Beggar killed at St Nicholas.

