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                        Gloucestershire Inquests, 1783


1783

Feb 17.  3d  On Tuesday a boy belonging to a farmer of Longford coming with a horse in a cart to this city, the waters being out, the boy rode on the horse, and mistaking the road, fell into a ditch, where the boy and horse were drowned.

April 28. 3d  On Tuesday last Mr JAMES BROWN, of Whaddon, in this county, was seized suddenly at a parish meeting with a shivering, and in going to a farm house near at hand to warm himself, he fell down and expired immediately.

May 5.  3d  On Thursday evening, one ANNE BARNES, a poor beggar-woman, was murdered near Cainscross.  Two legs of a stool were found lying near the body, which are supposed to be the weapons with which the deceased was knocked on the head.

May 19. 3d  On Saturday also was committed, WILLIAM PAVEY, of Millborough Heath, for stabbing his uncle, DAVID BROWN.  It seems the uncle had struck Pavey for some fault he had committed; Pavey, who was eating his dinner, fell into a violent passion, and with his knife in his hand struck at his uncle, and stabbed him between the two lower ribs on the left side.  The surgeon is of opinion that the wound is likely to prove mortal.  The contrition of the poor unfortunate young man, renders him an object of great pity.

Jul 28.  3d  On Thursday evening, WILLIAM PUGH, a bargeman, being a little elevated with liquor, attempted to swim through the Westgate bridge with his cloaths on, but as soon as he had passed the bridge, his strength failed him and he was drowned.  He was a fine active young fellow, whose conduct in general was remarkably sober and industrious; and his death is the more to be regretted as he kept to school, and maintained by his own labour a little brother and sister that were entirely dependent on him for support.

Oct 20. 3d   On Wednesday last, JOHN JEFFERYS, a mason, being employed to repair a well, in Stroud, which had not been opened for 15 years, went down without taking one precaution, and was suffocated.  Others were going down, who would have shared the same fate, had they not been prevented; but by throwing down several buckets of water, after a kettle of live coals had been let down, the air was rendered fit for respiration, and two men then descended, who brought up the corpse.  Had JEFFERYS been properly secured by cords fixed round his body, he might have been drawn up, tho’ insensible, and his life recovered.

