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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1826


1826  Gloucester Journal.

Jan 2.  MURDER.  BENJAMIN BRINT, gardener of Gloucester & Cheltenham; JOSEPH his son.  Inquest by JC, Fde.

Jan 9.

Gloucester Herald, Jan 14

On Saturday last, in Pritchard’s yard, a fine child of three years old was dreadfully burnt, and died within ten hours after the accident happened.

Jan 16.  Obituary.  On Christmas Day, At Woolaston, in this county, Mr JOHN WILLIAMS, while in the act of singing a carol, at the Duke’s Head, in that parish.

INQUESTS.  Taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner: On Monday, on view of the body of RICHARD DAVIES, an old man formerly resident in the priory, in this city, whose body was discovered in Meanham Ditch the preceding day.  Verdict, Found Drowned.  And on Thursday, on the body of MARY ANN PHILLIPS, a child ten years of age, whose parents reside in Norman’s buildings, near the Quay, and who was so dreadfully burnt by her clothes taking fire, that she expired the same evening.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Jan 23.  On the night of the 12th inst. as the sloop Cardigan, of Carmarthen, loaded with grain, consigned to Worcester, was coming up the River Severn, when off Lidney Grounds, from being too early on the tide, she struck, and soon became a perfect wreck, her stern post being driven out, and of course the whole cargo lost.  The crew, consisting of the Master, JOHN ANTHONY, and two others, were obliged to seek safety by clinging to parts of the wreck, as the small boat was stove by getting foul of the bowsprit.  The Master and one of the crew fortunately clung to a part of the mast, and were carried by the tide nearly six miles up the river; when their cries were providentially heard by two men at Berkeley Pill, who put off in a boat to their assistance, and happily rescued them from a fate which seemed inevitable, as their limbs were so frozen and benumbed, from their having continued nearly four hours in the water, in  a very inclement night, that they could not have much longer retained their hold.  The other man, THOS. THOMAS, was unfortunately lost, and his body was found on the sands at Purton on Saturday, and buried at Berkeley.

   The body of an old man, named JOHN NEALE, was found on a lime-kiln, near Sodbury, on Monday morning last.  He was a pauper in the Poor House at Sodbury, but preferred leading a vagrant life to the comfortable provision made for him in the parish asylum.  An inquest was held on view of the body, by W Joyner Ellis, Coroner, and a verdict returned, Died from the inclemency of the weather.

   Another inquest was held on Tuesday, at Mangotsfield, by the same Coroner, on MARY DASH, who was burnt to death by her clothes taking fire in the absence of her mother.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  This is the fifth case, before the same Coroner, of children burnt to death within a fortnight.

INQUESTS.  Taken last week by J Cooke, Esq. Coroner for the County:  At Upper Slaughter, on view of the body of SARAH PRICE, found dead in her bed.  At the County Gaol, on the body of AMOS NEWMAN.  At Fretherne, on the body of JOHN MABBETT, found dead in bed.  Verdict in each case, Died by the visitation of God.  At Pamington, on the body of THOS. LEIGHTON, 

who cut his throat  in the most dreadful manner with a razor and knife, holding both instruments in his hands at the same time.  Verdict, Insanity.  At Parkend, on the body of JAS. PARLOUR, who was killed in a pit where he was working, by a stone falling upon his head.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

And, for the City, on the body of WM HOLDER, of Bolt lane, found dead in his lodgings.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT.  

A few nights since, as the two female servants of the Revd. WM PROSSER, of Tewkesbury, were sitting up for some one of the the family who was spending the evening from home, the clothes of one of them caught fire, and, before it was discovered by the other, she was so shockingly burnt, that she died in a few days.  The poor girl, it appears, was sewing, with a candle in her lap, and is supposed to have fallen asleep.  An inquest was held upon the body, and a verdict returned of Accidental Death.

Jan 30.  On Saturday morning, the body of a man, who had apparently lain in the water a considerable time, was discovered floating down the River Severn, just below the Mythe Bridge, at Tewkesbury.  He was dressed in a smock-frock, with corduroy breeches, worsted stockings, and gaiters; his head rather bald, and he appeared about fifty years of age.  In his pockets were found two 1L notes of the Worcester Old Bank, 6d in silver and 10d in copper; and also a probate of the will of JOHN BLAINEY, of Baytun, Worcestershire, granted to his son in law and sole executor, GEO. PALMER, by the Consistory Court of Hereford, on the 1st of August 1797.  An inquest was held on view of the body, before EW Jones, Esq. Coroner, which was adjourned till tomorrow, in order to give time to any friends of the deceased to appear.

Feb 6.

Feb 13.

Gloucester Herald, Feb 14.

DREADFUL ACCIDENT.  On Monday evening, as a poor man, named THOMAS MOSS, from Stroud, was crossing Bath street, [Cheltenham] nearly opposite the Theatre, a carriage, which was driven at a very rapid rate, came in contact with him before he could get out of its reach, knocked him down, and the wheel passing over him, fractured his lgs in a Shocking manner.  He was immediately carried to the Dispensary & Casualty ward, and received the most prompt and humane attention.

Feb 20.  The man whom we stated, in our Journal of the 30th ult. to have been picked up in the river Severn at Tewkesbury, proves to have been JOHN BLAINEY, of Abberley, Worcestershire, who had been missing by his friends ever since the 11th Dec last, on which day he attended Bewdley fair.  It is conjectured that he fell into the river in a state of intoxication; and the Coroner’s Jury returned a verdict of Found Drowned.

   On Sunday morning, the body of JOHN DRINKWATER, of Kemerton, (whose mysterious disappearance [see below] we before noticed,) was picked up in the river Avon, at the back of the Swan Inn, Tewkesbury.  The last time the unfortunate deceased was seen, was on the evening of  the 7th of January, when he returned from Cheltenham market, in the cart of a neighbour, as far as Tewkesbury, where he remained drinking; it is conjectured that in a state of intoxication he missed the road and walked into the river.  Some unfounded rumours having gone abroad, tending to 

attach criminality to the individual in whose company he was last seen, it is but an act of justice to state, that the coroner, and a highly respectable jury, after examining a great number of witnesses, were unanimously of opinion, that Drinkwater was accidentally drowned, and that the individual alluded to, instead of being culpable, evinced a great desire to prevent his unfortunate companion from falling into danger.  The deceased was a market higgler, and has left a wife and a large family to deplore his melancholy fate.

[Mysterious Circumstance:  About a fortnight since, two market higglers, who reside a few miles from Tewkesbury, left that town together at rather a late hour in the evening, somewhat inebriated.  They had a horse and cart, and the men were seen in company on the Bredon road, after they quitted the public house where they had been drinking.  The horse and cart passed the Mitton turnpike gate without a driver - one of the men followed a short time afterwards; but the other, whose name is DRINKWATER, and who lived at Kemerton, has never since been heard of, though the strictest search and enquiry ...]

Gloucester Herald, Feb 25.

THOMAS MOSS, whose case we noticed in our last paper, died in the Dispensary on Sunday afternoon.  All the relief that human skill and indefatigable attention could administer, he received, but the nature of the accident, and the advanced time of life at which it was sustained, rendered his recovery hopeless.  An inquest was held on Tuesday before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and the Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, with a deodand of one shilling on the wheel of the carriage.  We are glad to hear that a subscription has been enterede into on behalf of the widow and children of the unfortunate sufferer.

Feb 27.  A poor fellow of the name of JOHN COLE, met his death at the Bristol Infirmary, on Tuesday last, under singular but awful circumstances.  The deceased, who, it appears, was afflicted with the disease called St Vitus’ dance, had a shower bath ordered to be administered to him.  In consequence, the nurse a blacksmith, named REDWOOD, placed him in the bath, which is supplied with hot and cold water by two parallel pipes.  Redwood, knowing little of the process, turned the cock of one of the pipes to let in the water: the patient immediately screamed out, but Redwood, thinking this was only in consequence of the shock of the cold water, took no notice; in a few moments, however, he opened the door of the bath, when he found that he had unfortunately turned the wrong cock, and  let in boiling water!  The deceased was taken out and put to bed, but his whole body was so dreadfully scalded, that, after lingering for 24 hours, he expired in great agony.  Verdict, Accidental Death; but the Jury, by way of precaution, ordered that the two pipes should be placed as far apart as possible, and marked distinctly, hot and cold.

Mar 6.  On Wednesday, an Inquest was taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner for this City, on view of the body of ANN ELSMORE, an abandoned female, who had been enticed on board a barge lying in the basinof the Canal the preceding night, by some of the crew; and, being in a state of intoxication, in attempting to come ashore in the dark, fell between the vessel and the wharf, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Friday an Inquest was held at Tewkesbury, on view of the body of ANN HAMPTON, who, on the Sunday preceding, cut her throat in so shocking a manner, with a shoe maker’s knife belonging to her husband, that she survived but a very short period.  A number of witnesses clearly proved the insane state of her mind, and a verdict was given accordingly.

Gloucester Herald, Mar 11.

Fatal Accident.  Tuesday last, an inquest was held by J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on the body of a child, aged four years, the daughter of Mr DREW, builder, at this place [Cheltenham].  Her death was occasioned by a quantity of boards being blown down upon her, whilst playing with several other children, who fortunately escaped unhurt.  Verdict, ..Accidental Death.

Mar 13.  On Tuesday last, as a small barge, laden with limestone, was coming up the Severn, under charge of JOHN BARNES, his son and daughter, (the only crew,) whilst passing the Rea-fishery, about two miles below this city, the wind blowing fresh, occasioned considerable ripple on the tide, by which the vessel shipped some water, and, being deeply laden, almost immediately sunk.  The old man, who was on shore with the tow-line, perceiving the danger, leaped on board; and, taking his daughter on his back, with the hope of saving her life, (being himself an expert swimmer,) he was about to spring overboard, when the frail bark went down under them, and they were both drowned!  The son, being warned by the father, caught hold of a loose plank, on which he sustained himself some time, and was taken up by a boat, and his life preserved, at a moment when he was in the last stage of exhaustion.  Poor Barnes was a very industrious man, and has left a wife and large family to lament the loss of their protector.  Neither of the bodies is yet found.

Gloucester Herald, Mar 18.

The infant child of Mr DIDCOTE, shoemaker, Bath road, was put to rest, in good health of Tuesday night, with the maid servant, but melancholy to relate, found dead next morning.  A coroner’s inquest will be held on the body, this day, at eleven.

Mar 20.

Gloucester Herald, Mar 25.

Accidental Death.  On Monday last, a poor woman named HARRISON, on leaving her home, locked in her son, a child of six years of age, and in her absence his clothes caught fire.  In this conditions his screams attracted the attention of some persons in the neighbourhood, who burst open the door, and after extinguishing the flames, conveyed the boy to the Dispensary and Casualty Hospital, where he died on Tuesday morning.

Mar 27.

Apr 3.  WM WILLIAMS was found guilty of manslaughter, in killing and slaying GEORGE PEARCE, at St George’s, Bristol, but was not sentenced.  [later 1 week, long para.]

   On Tuesday last, Mr JOHN BRIMMALL, of the Farrier’s Arms, Tewkesbury, late of the Welsh Harp, in this city, whilst on his road home, being a little fatigued, attempted to get up in a waggon which was passing near Coomb Hill, when he fell, and the wheels going over him, he was killed on the spot.

MANSLAUGHTER.

WM WILLIAMS, a lad aged only 17, was indicted for killing and slaying GEORGE PIERCE, at the parish of St George, in this county.

   Mr Carrington conducted the prosecution; and from the testimony of the witnesses, it appeared that the prisoner and the deceased, both youths of about the same age, were in the service of Messrs Castle and Co., owners of a colliery near Bristol.  They proceeded together to their work, 

but the Steam Engine at the time being out of order, they were about to return home.  The prisoner had a candle in his hand, and such a candle-stick as is usually employed in the mines, with a projecting piece of steel from it, capable of being inserted in the wall of a mine.  The deceased wished to get possession of the candle, and a scuffle ensued in consequence.  The deceased then stooped to pick up a stone, to throw at the prisoner; and the prisoner, after exclaiming, “are you going to throw stones at me?’ inflicted such wounds upon the deceased with the candle-stick as caused his death.

   The Jury, after a short deliberation, returned a Verdict of “Guilty through accident.”  Mr Baron Garrow observed, that if the Jury were of opinion that the prisoner killed the deceased only by accident, they ought to acquit him.  The Jury reconsidered the case twice, but persisted in the same special verdict, notwithstanding the elaborate explanations of the Learned Judge.  Judgement postponed.

Apr 10.

Apr 17.

Gloucester Herald, Apr 22 {Bristol] Mnday morning, the body of a man was seen floating above the Drawbridge, he was immediately taken out, and a Coroner’s inquest held.  It appeared that his name was JOHN  JONES, he was a young man about 19 or 20 years of age, and belonged to the Trow Neptune, of Bridgenorth, and had been missing near a fortnight.  Verdict, Found drowned.

Apr 24.  The body of THOMAS MANNING, the lad who was unfortunately drowned in consequence of a barge upsetting the passage boat at the Lower Lode Ferry, at Tewkesbury, on the night of 7th Nov. last, was picked up on Friday, at a short distance from the spot where the melancholy accident happened.

INQUESTS.  Taken before Wm Trigg, Esq. Coroner:  On Wednesday last, at Rodborough, on view of the bodies of PAUL BEARD and THOMAS HODGES, who were accompanying a party out on a general perambulation of the parish, when Hodges went into a pond of water on the estate of the late Sir Geo. Paul, Bart. with his clothes on, for the purpose of following Beard who had previously swam over in a state of nudity.  Notwithstanding every persuasion was made to Hodges to induce him not to do so, yet he persisted in the attempt, and had not gone far before he cried for assistance, when poor Beard swam back to save him but in vain; they both sunk to rise no more alive.  Beard’s body was not found till next morning.  A subscription has been set on foot to bury him, and he has left a young widow to lament his loss.  Verdicts Accidental Death.

Gloucester Herald, Apr 29.

[Bristol]  Tuesday last, a man of the name of W Hopkins, who used to act as a Porter to the Upper Arcade, put a period to his existence by hanging himself in his bedroom.  Some time since he lost his wife, and being of a melancholy turn of mind, he abandoned himself to despir.  A Coroner’s Inquest sat on the body, and brought in a verdict of  Lunacy.

May 1.  Early on Monday morning last, when the cells of the felons in our County Gaol were unlocked for the day, it was discovered that one of the prisoners, named JOHN HALL, had hanged himself by means of a portion of his bed clothes, one end of which he had contrived to fasten to the chain of the window shutter.  When found, he was quite cold and stiff, and had evidently been dead some hours.  The wretched man had only been brought into the Prison on the preceding 

Friday, on a charge of stealing a fat calf.  He was sixty-seven years of age, and was an old offender, having three times before been committed to the same gaol, on charges of felony, on two of which he was convicted, and suffered the several punishments of seven years’ transportation and six months’ imprisonment.  On the day after his last commitment, a communication was made to him, that a girl with whom he had for some time cohabited, had made a confession, by which he was implicated, in company with three other persons, in breaking into a nail shop, and, though he strongly denied the charge, it is supposed that the dread of being convicted of this additional offence, led him to the determination to destroy himself.  The prisoners of his class observed, that, during Saturday evening and the whole of Sunday, he was in a very low and desponding way, continually wringing his hands, and muttering to himself in an agitated manner.  An inquest was held on view of the body, by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict was returned, that he had “destroyed himself in a temporary fit of insanity.”   [See Aug 12, Trial of HESTER MEREDITH.]

   On Tuesday last, an Inquest was taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner for this city, on view of the body of an infant pauper, a girl about two years of age, whose death appears at least to have been accelerated by its removal, under a pass from Bristol to the place of its mother’s settlement, whilst labouring under a very severe illness.  The child, it seems, had long been in a very emaciated state, and almost entirely incapable of taking any nourishment, and died soon after its arrival in this city.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

FATAL PUGILISTIC EVENT.

Committal of JOSEPH PUGH and WILLIAM DAVIS for killing and slaying JOSIAH DEE at Oxenhall.

Gloucester Herald, May 6.

[Cheltenham]  On Sunday morning, as Mr ROCK, a gentleman who resided in the Crescent, was preparing to quit his room, and in the act of adjusting his gloves, he fell down and suddenly expired, in a fit of apoplexy.

May 8.  An inquest was held on Monday last, at Mickleton, in this county, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of JOHN RAY, aged 16, who was killed by the upsetting of a cart, which, falling on his head, crushed him in so dreadful a manner, that he died almost instantly.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Gloucester Herald, May 13

On Monday last, an inquest was held before J COOKE, Esq. Coroner, at Charlton Kings, near Cheltenham, on view of the body of  Joseph Walters, who was found dead on a lime kiln.  After duly investigating the circumstances under which this event occurred, the Jury returned a verdict of Died from suffocation.  [See May 15 below, as Walton]

May 15.  INQUESTS.  The body of a man unknown [ROBERTS] was picked up in the River Severn, near Berkeley Pill, on Thursday last.  He appears to have been in the water a considerable time: he was very respectably dressed in a flannel jacket, blue cloth trowsers, and red plush waitcoat, with pearl buttons; he had a watch and 10s. in silver, with a clasp knife and some half pence, in his pockets.  He appeared about 5 feet 8 inches high, and it is conjectured, from some accounts of bills for beer &c., paid at some public houses in Bristol, that he was master of a trow, and named ROBERTS.  An inquest was held on the body, at Berkeley, by WJ Ellis, Esq. and a verdict returned of Found drowned.  He was subsequently buried in Berkeley churchyard.

On Wednesday last, a labouring man, named DANIEL HISCOCKS, cut his throat with a knife, in Hawkesbury Upton Wood, and afterwards walked home!  Surgical assistance was procured, but it proved of no avail, as he lingered only a few days.  Verdict, Lunacy.

   An inquest was held on Saturday last, by the same Coroner, on view of the body of a lad in the employ of a JOHN GODWIN, of Yate, who, in endeavouring to get down from a cart in which he was riding, slipped and the wheel going over him caused his instant death.

  An inquest was also held, about a week before, on a carter in the Service of Mr PLOMER, of North Nibley, who fell from the shafts of a waggon loaded with coals, and the wheels crushed him to death.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death, with a deodand on the horses, &c.

  On Monday, an inquest was taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on the body of a man named WALTON, found dead close to a lime-kiln in the vicinity of Cheltenham.  Verdict, Died from Suffocation.  [see May 13, as Walters]

Gloucester Herald, May 20.

Yesterday week, about half past ten o’clock at night, a distressing case of sudden death occurred in this city.  William Thornton, an inhabitant of Barton street, had just retired to his bedroom, when he complained of a sudden attack in his chest, and instantly fell backwards upon the floor, in a dying condition.  Medical assistance was procured, but without effect, as the unfortunate man expired before any attempt could be made to administer it.  The deceased, who was a watch repairer by trade, and in his 56th year, has left a widow and six young children, in the most destitute state, having been entirely dependent upon his exertions for subsistence.  This is a case which calls for charitable notice from the affluent and humane, and we hope to see them not inattentive to so touching an appeal.

May 22.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner:  At the Leigh, on view of the body of JAS. TAYLOR, a fine boy about five years old, who fell into the basin of the Combe-hill Canal, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Ashchurch, near Tewkesbury, on the body of JOHN BARNES alias ROBERTS, who, in attempting to get into a cart returning from Tewkesbury fair, fell into the road, and the near wheel going over his head killed him on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death, with a deodand of 5s.on the wheel.

    [PRICE, chimney sweep, shot by WM BUCKMAN, app boy of Cheltenham.]

Gloucester Herald, May 27.

[Cheltenham]  As an erroneous impression very generally prevails here, and in the vicinity, respecting the young man who was so unfortunate as to cause the death of an individual at Tewkesbury, we are requested to state that it was neither Mr George Buckman, nor his brother, (both of whom are with Mr Norman, ironmonger, of the High Street, but William Buckman, an assistant to an upholster at this place.  We cannot refrain from availing ourselves of the present opportunity, to censure the shameful facility with which boys are allowed to obtain guns from tradesmen, who let them out on hire, by the day, or even for a shorter period.  The fowling-piece productive in this case of such melancholy consequences, was procured at a smith’s shop, which we shall certainly mention, if again made instrumental to similar acts of idleness and mischief.

Gloucester Herald, May 21 (2a)

COUNTY CORONERSHIPS.

Among other salutary clauses in the new bill proposed for regulating the office of Coroner, is one by which no public functionaries of that class will be allowed to reside within ten miles of each other, nor suffered to perform any duty which the nearest resident officer is not prevented by absence or illness from discharging.  This fair and reasonable system will necessarily relieve the county rate, in point of travelling expences, and ought, indeed, as a point of honour, to have long since been adopted by the individuals whose proceedings it effects. [sic]

May 29.  [Further report, PRICE and BUCKMAN.]

Gloucester Herald, Jun 3.

Dreadful Suicide.  Last Tuesday week, in the afternoon, WILLIAM LAYMAN, Esq. An officer of the Royal Navy, who had taken up his temporary abode here, at Woodland Cottage, was discovered with his throat cut in a private bath, quite dead and a razor lying beside him.  The deceased who had undressed himself, and hung up his clothes in trhe greatest order, gave Mr HOLDSHIP, the manager of the establishment, a note or letter, when he came in, to take to Mrs Layman.  A slip of paper was also found near the bath, on which the deceased had penciled the following notes, in a steady and legible hand:-

                Captain Edgecumbe will explain; but should he not arrive before the inquest

                 Takes place, the accompanying may be opened by the Coroner.

No clues as to the causes of the melancholy transaction could be obtained from this document; but a parcel containing two books and some letters which were afterwards produced, and had been found with the slip of paper, being privately examined by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, before whom the inquest was taken, afforded some explanation of the apparent mystery.  Several expressions and acts of an eccentric nature were proved to have taken place on the part of the deceased, during the last six months, and the Jury after a short consultation, returned a verdict of Insanity.  Captain Layman was about sixty years of age, a married man, without family, and had distinguished himself by the production of several works upon Naval architecture.

   Accidents.   A man, named POTTS, ell into the Canal, at Haresfield, on Thursday, and was drowned.  In the course of the same day, a child also perished; by falling into a well, at Westbury.   On Monday se’nnight, at Minsterworth, near this city, about three o’clock in the morning, the body of a young woman was found floating in the river.  It proved, upon examination, to be that of Elizabeth Jackson, a girl about seventeen years of age, who perished together with an individual named Barnes,on the 7th of March, while assisting to navigate a vessel which filled and sank, owing to the extreme violence of the wind and tide.  An inquest was taken and a verdict returned of ‘found drowned’, under the direction of  J Cooke, Esq. Coroner.

   On Thursday, the 18th of last month, an Inquest was takien by J COOKE, Esq. Coroner, at Stanway, a village in this county, on view of the body of WILLIAM DISSON, a fine boy, eight years old, who on the 13th ult., unfortunately got between a shed wall and the hind part of a waggon which his father was backing against it, when, dreaqdful to relate, he received a violent blow on the head, and expired almost immediately from the effects of it.  A verdict was delivered of ‘accidental death’.

Jun 5.

Jun 12.  MELANCHOLY OCCURRENCE.  On the evening of yesterday se’nnight, about twenty persons were assembled at a cyder house, on the banks of the Wye, near Coleford, when several of them became intoxicated, and at length two of the party began fighting.  The wife of one of the pugilists, with an infant in her arms, attempted to withdraw her husband from the fray, when she was knocked down by GEORGE GOODE, the father of the other combatant, and the child unfortunately received a blow which ultimately caused his death.  An inquest was subsequently held on the body before Wm Joyner Ellis, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county, when a verdict of Manslaughter was returned.

GloucesterHerald, Jun 17.

Melancholy Accident.  On Monday afternoon, a boy named WILLIAM STOKES, was most culpably suffered to approach a tea kettle containing hot water, from which he drank so abundantly as to expire, in great pain, soon after the accident happened.

   An inquest was held here last Wednesday, by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of Mr WILLIAM HARLING, aged 50, who had been many years established as a master chimney sweeper, in this town.  The deceased was discovered on Monday, in the cellar of a house which he had recently built, with his throat cut, and totally beyond the reach of surgical assistance.  The immediate cause of this melancholy act is ascribed to the dread of some legal proceedings, which had been commenced against him.  Verdict, Insanity,

   Wednesday week an inquest was taken at Prestbury, before the same coroner, on view of the body of JOHN SHIPWAY, a child about four years old, who having obtained access to the kitchen fire, at a very early hour in the morning, and without the knowledge of the family, was found with his clothes in a blaze, and so dreadfully burnt, that he died two hours after the accident happened.  A verdict, conformable tgo the casualty, was, of course, recorded.

   The unfortunate individual, named THOMAS POTTS, whose death, by drowning in the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal, at Haresfield, we have already adverted to, has left a wife who is near her confinement, and a child, in very distressed circumstances.  It would afford a sincere pleasure to provide any plan for further relief.
   Yesterday week in the afternoon, at Brockworth, near this city, as ELIZA POCKETT, a child, five years old, was attempting to put some wood on the kitchen fire, the flames communicated to her clothes, and she was so dreadfully burnt as to expire at three o’clock the next morning.

   At Littledean, on Monday last, PHOEBE PERRY, an infant only three years of age, was found dead in a well, attached to the premises which her family were occupying.  She had been missing for several days before.

   Inquests lately taken before JOHN  COOKE, Esq. Coroner.   Saturday, the 3rd instant, on view of the body of AMY BAYLIS, a child aboutb two years old, who, during the absence of her father and mother, was found drowned in a well near their place of residence.  Verdict accordingly.  Same day, at Littleworth, on view of the body of JOHN WORKMAN, who, the night before, whilst driving a waggon and three horses, at a quick rate, along the Bristol road, slipped down, and both the near wheels went over his body.  He was taken directly to an adjacent public house and had surgical assistance immediately administered to him, but without effect.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  Wednesday se’nnight, at the Infirmary in this city, on view of the body of WILLIAM VINES, who, while working in a stone quarry near Stroud, had his right leg so dreadfully crushed and lacerated by a stone falling upon it, which weighed 6 cwt., that he died soon after his removal to the above excellent charity.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  Tuesday last, at Over, on the body of Wm ROWLES, who had been found drowned in the river, the day before.  Some suspicions were 

entertained that he had met with a violent death, but on investigation they proved to be groundless.  Verdict, Accidental death.

Jun 19.  ACCIDENT.  On Wednesday last, a gentleman riding near Rodborough, asked a boy named HENRY HODGES, about eleven years of age, to lead a horse to the Bear Inn, while he went to make a call in the neighbourhood.  The boy, however, instead of leading, mounted the animal, and when on his back gave him a slap on the neck with his hand, upon which the horse set out on the trot, and the poor child being unable to keep his seat, fell to the ground upon his head with such violence as to cause a concussion of the brain.  He was picked up in an insensible condition and conveyed to our Infirmary, where he expired in the course of the following morning.  A Coroner’s Inquest before J Cooke, Esq.on Saturday, found a verdict of Accidental Death.

JUVENILE SUICIDE.  One day last week, at Bisley, in this county, a boy, named BARNARD, only nine years of age, having been reproved by one of his parents, put a period to his existence by hanging himself.  An inquest was held on the body.  Verdict, Temporary Derangement.

ANOTHER FATAL PUGILISTIC CONTEST.   Only a few weeks have passed since we related the circumstances of a fatal pugilistic affray, at Newent.  We regret to state that an event equally melancholy occurred here last week.  On Friday evening several young men were assembled at the New Inn, in this city, when a dispute arose between two of them, named ROBERT LOWE and JAMES THORNE, about some such trifling circumstance as the opening and shutting of a door.  From words the parties were about to proceed to blows, and went out into the yard for that purpose, when Thorne objected to fighting on the stones.  At this moment, a young man named WM. BURLEY, a native of this city, and an intimate friend of Thorne’s, came in, and hearing that Lowe wanted to fight Thorne, became the champion of his friend, and challenged the former.  A scuffle ensued, which was speedily terminated by the interference of a city constable, when they agreed to fight it out in a neighbouring field.  They accordingly adjourned to a meadow near the city boundary, and, a ring being formed, stripped for action.  After fighting seven or eight rounds, Burley received a blow on the throat, which knocked him down and rendered him insensible.  Having remained some time in this state, surgical assistance was sent for, and he was conveyed home. Profuse bleeding was had recourse to, but with no beneficial effect, as he breathed his last in about an hour.  An inquest was held upon the body, on Saturday, before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, which continued sitting till twelve o’clock at night, when its further proceedings were adjourned till this morning.  The result will appear in our next. [see below]

   On Monday, an inquest on the body of WM. BURLEY, the unfortunate man whose death by fighting we narrated in our last, concluded its sitting, when the jury brought in a verdict of Manslaughter against the principal, ROBERT LOWE, and also against RICHARD BIRD, JOSEPH WILTSHIRE, and another person unknown, who acted as seconds in this melancholy affair.  Lowe and Bird have been committed to our County Gaol, under the warrent of John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, to take their trial at the next Assizes.  Wiltshire and the other party have absconded.

Gloucester Herald, Jun 24.

The account which we borrowed from the CHELTENHAM CHRONICLE, of a child named STOKES having been scalded to death by drinking hot water, appears to be untrue.  A correspondent of the JOURNAL has furnished this contradiction, assuring us, with much evident pleasure, that “the liquid merely passed down its bosom”, and injured it just enough to produce a great degree of agony and danger.  What an exquisite qualification of the reported circumstances!

Committals.  HESTER MEREDITH BY JW Guise and J Pyrke, Esqrs. Charged on the oaths of GEORGE SMITH, OF Westbury on Severn, and others, with having, on the 17th day of June inst. Feloniously stolen from the house of SUSANNAH HAYLE, ELIZA SMITH, an infant five years of age, the daughter of the said George Smith.

Jun 26.  FATAL ACCIDENT.  On Friday last, in a cottage situated in the Golden Valley, between Cheltenham and Gloucester, a poor child named THOMAS COOPER, about four years of age, was left for a few moments alone, while his mother was occupied in the garden, and in endeavouring to remove the lid of a kettle which was boiling, his clothes caught fire, and he was so dreadfully burned, that he lingered in agony till Tuesday evening, when he expired.

On Sunday evening last, SAMUEL BROOKMAN, son of Mr Brookman, rope maker of Chepstow, a promising youth, about fifteen years of age, whilst bathing in the river Wye, with several others, lost his footing and was drowned.  The body was found on Wednesday by some fisherman.

INQUEST.  On Wednesday an inquest was held by Mr John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, at Elton, in the parish of Westbury, on view of the body of Mrs SARAH THOMAS, who, the Monday before, while walking from the brewhouse to the kitchen, fell down and instantly expired.  A verdict was returned of “Died by the visitation of God.”

Jul 1.  SINGULAR SUICIDE.  On Wednesday last, a poor fellow named WILLIAM HYDE, of Hasfield, who had for some time been subject to fits of insanity, climbed up into a pear tree, and making his way along a limb extending in a lateral direction, fixed his neck firmly in a forked branch, and then threw his body over, in which position he was discovered quite dead.  An inquest was held upon the body on Thursday before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict of Insanity, was returned.

   On Wednesday se’nnight, a labouring man, named JOHN THOMAS, went into the Duke public house, in this city, and complained of being unwell, upon which the landlady kindly gave him a small glass of brandy.  The poor fellow drank it and sat down in a chair, but in the space of five minutes fell back and expired.  An inquest was held upon the body before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict was returned, Died by the visitation of God.

Gloucester Herald, Jul 8.

[Cheltenham] Fatal Accident.  On the evening of Thursday last, as a fine boy about four years of age, the son of Mr WELLINGTON, tailor, was running by the side of a cart, in Ambrose street, his foot slipped, and falling under the wheel, it passed over his head, and although, on being immediately carried to the Dispensary & Casualty Hospital, the most humane efforts were used to alleviate the poor child’s suffering, they proved unavailing, and he expired on Friday morning.

[Bristol]  An unfortunate Elector.   The body of a man, decently #dressed, and apparently about sixty years of age, was discovered in the river Froom, near Baptist Mills, on Saturday, the 17th ult.  The corpse was immediately taken to the poor house of St Philip’s parish, for the purpose of recognition by his friends.  A letter, soliciting a vote for Barnstaple, and one shilling, were found in his pocket, but all attempts at proving his identity were unavailing till the following Wednesday, when a woman arrived in this city from London, for the purpose of making inquiries after her husband, who had gone to Bafrnstaple, to vote for Messsrs ALEXANDER and HODGSON, and she understood had reached Bristol on his way back.  After a long search she discovered her husband in the unfortunate man who had been found as above stated.  From the 

situation of the body, it was apparent he must have jumped into the river, it appeared that he had been constitutionally low spirited and depressed at any little misfortune; and the travelling expenses, added to his not being able to pay his fare back to London, is supposed to have driven him to commit the rash act.  An inquest was held before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. And a verdict returned of Temporary Insanity.  His name was WILLIAM SLOCOMBE, by trade a tin plate worker, and he formerly resided in this city.

Jul 8.  [Worcestershire Inquest.] MOST APPALLING AND AFFLICTING CALAMITY.  Mentions JOSH. HILL of Lintridge, Dymock, with 2 sons and 4 daughters; and HELEN WOODYATT, daughter of Mrs Woodyatt, Confectioner of Hereford.  All on trip/outing to 

Malvern Hills, struck by lightning.  JOHN HILL first to recover, then JAMES TYLER, servant.  MARGARET (ill); ELIZABETH aged 29, dying; JOHANNAH, able to stand; MARY, hardly speak; Miss Helen Woodyatt, aged 17, dead; Mr JOSH. HILL, very bad.  Inquest at Malvern by Mr Hill, Coroner.  Died from the effects of Lightning.

On Tuesday last, an Inquest was held at Mickleton, in this county, before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on view of the bodies of WM. BROMLEY and WM. SPIER, who were unfortunately drowned in a pond in that parish on the preceding Saturday.  It seems that Bromley, who could not swim, got into the pool for the purpose of bathing, and was jumping about in the water, holding with one hand by a tuft of grass on the bank; the grass, however, gave way, when he sank, but rose again to the surface several times.  Spier, who was close at hand, rushed into the pond to his assistance, and, being a good swimmer, might have succeeded in extricating him, but unfortunately Bromley clung to him so closely as to deprive him of the power of exerting himself, and both in consequence shared the same fate.  It is singular, that the pool, having been recently cleaned out, was entirely void of water the day before, but had been filled by a thunder-storm that morning to a depth of seven or eight feet.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

Gloucester Herald, Jul 15.

[Bristol]  Sunday last, a youth, about 18 years of age, was drowned, while bathing in a brick pool, at Bedminster.  After swimming some time, his companions saw him lift up his hands, and sink immediately.  It was supposed that he was seized with the cramp.

Jul 15.  INQUESTS.  Recently taken before W Trigge, Esq. one of the Coroners of this county:  At Winchcombe, on the body of a boy named JOHN SHOTTON, who, whilst driving a waggon laden with tiles, was endeavouring to climb up the shafts, when he unfortunately missed his hold, and falling to the ground the wheels passed over both his legs, and so shockingly lacerated them as to occasion his death shortly afterwards.

   At Eastington, on the body of SAMUEL GWINNELL, who was drowned whilst bathing in a mill pond, into which he had ventured on the assurance of some companions that they would take care of him, as he could not swim.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   Monday, as four youths were bathing in a pond at Shipton, near Tetbury, one of them that could not swim got out of his depth, and calling loudly for assistance two of the party swam to his relief, and in the attempt to save him all three were drowned; the other probably might have shared the same fate, but as he could not swim he could render no assistance.

   In the parish of Stapleton, in this county, a poor woman named SARAH SPARKS, was struck by lightning whilst engaged inside her house, and killed on the spot.  She has left an infirm 

husband and eight children, who chiefly depended upon her for support.  The destructive element afterwards passed through a wall into a bedroom, and set fire to the roof, by which it escaped.

   Early on Sunday morning last, as a youth named THOMAS MEALING, about 14 years of age, was bathing in the Severn, a little way above this city, he unfortunately got out of his depth and was drowned.  A period of two or three hours elapsed before the body was found, when of course the vital spark was quite extinct.  An inquest was held upon the body on the following day before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict of Accidental Death was returned.

Jul 22.  OBITUARY.  On Thursday morning last, died, the Rev. EDWARD MANSFIELD, Vicar of Bisley, in this county.  On the 11th inst. whilst going on an errand of mercy, to consult with a friend, for the relief of the numerous suffering poor in his parish, he was thrown from his gig, his 

leg was broken by compound fracture, and his head much bruised; he lingered in great pain, till the 20th, when he joined the assembly of “just men made perfect.”  His worth cannot be duly appreciated - his parishioners have lost a truly faithful pastor, many a laudable institution a judicious advocate and supporter, his somestic circle an exemplary guide, and his intimate acquaintance, an invaluable friend - He was in the true sense, a man of God.

Gloucester Herald, Jul 29.

Sudden Death. On Tuesday afternoon, ANTHONY PEACH, miller and parish clerk of Cobberley, in this neighbourhood, dropped down and immediately expired.  He was in the 75th year of his age.

   Inquests lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  Monday last, at Newent, on the body of Joseph Hatton,  aged about ten years, who, while driving cattle out of a field appertaining to his father, was run at by a vicious horse, knocked down, trampled upon, and so severely hurt, that he died soon afterwards.  Verdict – Accidental death.  On Thursday, at Hempstead, on the body of a man unknown, which was taken out of the river.  Verdict – Found drowned.  Same day, at Newent, on the body of THOMAS COX BOWER, aged about twenty years, who, some days before, whilst running up stairs in a state of intoxication, fell backwards, and having ruptured a blood vessel in the head, which caused a compression of the brain, died on Monday.  Verdict – Accidental death.

Jul 29.  COMMITMENTS.  Wednesday, JOHN COSBURN, SAML WOTHAN, and RD. KIRBY, by W Trigg, Croner, charged with killing JOHN RICHINGS.

INQUEST.  Taken before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner - On Monday and Tuesday last, an inquest was held at the Blue Boys Inn, Minchinhampton, on view of the body of JOHN HITCHINGS, labourer, of the same place, who was killed in a fight, by JOHN COSBURN, stone mason, chiefly by the violent fall he had on a heap of stones.  The deceased appeared, from the evidence, to have been the aggressor; and after a patient and minute investigation, the Jury returned a verdict of Manslaughter against John Cosburn, as principal, and RICHARD KIRBY  and SAMUEL WOTHAN, clothworkers, as accessaries.  We are sorry to add, that the deceased was very drunk at the time; and some culpability attaches to an individual, whose timely interference, we are informed, might have prevented the combat.

Gloucester Herald, Aug 5.

?? Alford, 4/5 s/o Bedminster, ADB.  Very faint and torn.

Monday last, an inquest was taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of RICHARD WASLEY, WHO, WHILE RIDING, THE Sunday before, fell from a waggon horse, on which he was seated., when the vehicle went over his head, and killed him on the spot.  Verdict – Accidental Death,

Aug 5.  COMMITMENTS.  On Monday last, by W Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner, GEO. GOODE, charged with killing and slaying THOS. HAWKINS, at St Briavels.

Gloucester Herald, Aug 12.

Sunday evening an interesting little girl, about three and a half years old, youngest daughter of Mr C JENKINS, of the Crown Inn, Marshfield, fell from a window, and received such severe injury, that she died within 12 hours of the accident.

Aug 12.  [Part missing.]  Trial of JOS PUGH and WM DAVIS for killing and slaying JOSIAH DEE; acquitted.  Witnesses SAMUEL LLEWELLYN, JOHN CONSTABLE AND ?? CROCKWELL. 

TRIAL OF HESTER MEREDITH.

“Sir Baron Garrow.  “I would strongly recommend you, to quit the fellow that you have for some time been living with, for by the accounts I learn of him, you will do no good as long as you take up your abode with him. [Here a communication was made to the Judge, who resumed.] I find, the last part of my admonition is unnecessary, for your friend has left you.  I understand he has hanged himself lately in the Gaol.”  The fate of this fellow, who was a notorious offender, occasioned some laughter in the Court, in which the prisoner joined, as she departed from the dock.”  [See May 1 re JOHN HALL.]

Aug 19.  INQUESTS.  Taken before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner:  Last week, at the parish of St James, on view of the body of ALEX HAWKINS, an old man, who lived very secluded, waiting on himself, and suffering no one to visit him: he possessed a little freehold property, but always entertained the dread of coming to want.  Not having been seen for two days, a neighbour got into his room, and found him hanging behind the door.

   On the body of HENRY BAGG, a labouring man, residing near Durdham Down, in the parish of Westbury, who cut his throat with a large knife incautiously left in his room, and nearly severed his head from his body.  He had been for some years subject to a very violent and painful disease, and at times his suffering was so great as to deprive him of reason.  During one of these dreadful attacks, he took the opportunity of his wife having left the room to procure medical attention, and committed the fatal act.  Verdict in both cases, Insanity.

   On the body of SAMUEL BURFORD, who, whilst felling a tree in Bowcott Wood, near Uley, on Tuesday last, the tree fell upon him, and injured him so dreadfully, that he expired instantly.  He has left a widow and eight young children.

 And, on the body of WM. WATKINS, coalminer, who, being employed in a coal pit at Shortwood, near Mangotsfield, complained of a difficulty of breathing from the effects of the smoke of gunpowder used in blasting, and came to the pit mouth, where he lay down; and a companion going to him in a few minutes afterwards, found him quite dead.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

On Saturday, an inquest was held before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on the body of Mr BROOKES, butcher, of Cheltenham.  It appeared, in evidence, that on the evening of the 7th inst. 

the deceased, while in a state of intoxication, was encountered in the street, by some of the police officer, who, in the performance of their duty, endeavoured to conduct him home; but failing in that attempt from his opposition, as he imagined they meant to lodge him in the prison, they carried him to the Greyhound public house, where they succeeded in having him put to bed, and then left him, as they supposed, asleep.  Still labouring under the stupor caused by liquor, and, as it is conjectured, with an impression on his mind that he was in the prison, he raised up the window to escape from confinement, and falling head foremost into the street, was so dreadfully injured, that after lingering in a state of utter insensibility several days, he expired.  The Jury returned a verdict, Accidental Death, by falling from a window.  The unfortunate man has left behind him seven orphan children, who have had within a few months to mourn over the loss of both their parents.

Aug 26.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner; At Norton, on view of the body of WILLIAM YEEND, aged 26 years, who, while bathing in a pool, was accidentally drowned.  The deceased, who was a very respectable young man, had gone into the pool to wash himself.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At the Leigh, on the body of THOMAS BROWN, who died in consequence of an inflammation of the bowels.  It was reported that the deceased was killed by fighting, but after a patient examination of several witnesses, and Mr JW WILTON, surgeon, who examined the body, the Jury returned a verdict, Died in consequence of an inflammation of the bowels brought on by excessive drinking.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of SOPHIA GREEN, an infant three months old, who was found dead in bed.  Verdict, Found dead.

   At Tirley, on the body of WM. BROTHERIDGE, about ten years old, who was drowned while bathing in the River Severn.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Bishops Cleeve, on the body of JOS. SPENCER, who, while walking in the street, suddenly fell down and instantly expired.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

   An Inquest was held on Tuesday night, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on the body of a woman named SMITH, who hung herself during the night of Monday, in the Gloucester Lunatic Asylum, where she was confined as a lunatic.  Verdict accordingly.  

Sep 2.  OBITUARY.  Occasioned by a fall from his horse, JOHN RUSSELL, Esq. solicitor, of Bristol.

Gloucester Herald, Sep 2.

[Cheltenham] Inquests.  Lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  In this town, on the body of HENRY PETTIFER, aged about 13 years, who while working in a quarry, near Bishop’s Cleeve, was so severely hurt by a large stone, which fell upon him, that he died in the Dispensary, a few hours after being taken there for surgical assistance.  Verdict – accidental death.

Sep 9.  On Thursday last, as an industrious man of this city, named THOS. DOBLES, who gained his livelihood as a sedan-chairman and auction-porter, was returning from Hempstead, where he had been assisting to convey a pianoforte, on reaching Lanthony he requested his companions to 

stop a little to rest, and seated himself upon the end of the barrow, from whence in a few minutes he fell backwards and instantly expired.

Gloucester Herald, Sep 9.  [to be done,  starts 3(a)

Inquests lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner:  At Hartpury, on the body of JOHN BRIT, who, while employed in excavating a well, had his skull so dreadfully fractured by the fall of a large stone, that he died within a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.   At Ruardean, on the body of ANN ANNETTS, who was found dead in her bed; to which effect a verdict has been given.  At Dymock, on the body of THOMAS AVERALL, aged about 12, who was killed by falling from a horse.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  At Newent, on the body of THOMAS 

WEBLEY, who fell down in an apoplectic fit, and suddenly expired.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  At Gretton, on the body of WILLIAM GREENING, who was found drowned in a pool.  Verdict accordingly.

We have just heard that a butcher, named YATES, has been murdered on the Bristol road, not far from this city.  The report seems, unfortunately, to be too true, but no particulars have transpired.

Sep 16. [missing]

Gloucester Herald, Sep 16.

MELANCHOLY EVENT.  On Thursday week, Mr WILLSHIRE, proprietor of an extensive ship-copper manufactory at Bristol, while riding in his gig, near Andoversford Inn, was seized with a fit of apoplexy, under which he lingered in a state of insensibility till Saturday last, when he expired in the presence of his wife and son, who having been apprised of his melancholy situation by the surgeon in attendance, had arrived from Bristol the night before.  Mr Willshire was in the 53rd year of his age, and has left a large family to deplore their irreparable loss.  His remains were conveyed to Bristol, on Monday.  [Also an Obituary]

Gloucester Herald, Sep 23.

Last week as Mr MANN, of the New Bear Inn, in this city [Gloucester], was travelling in his gig near Berkeley, his horse became unmanageable, and threw him out.  He was severely hurt about the head, but is now considered out of danger.

Sep 23.  INQUESTS.  Recently taken before Wm Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  On View of the body of Mr JOSEPH YATES, who was discovered by a person returning from work, about nine o’clock on Saturday night, the 2d inst. near Breadstone Lane.  He was quite dead, tho’ warm, and had seemingly breathed his last but a very short time; his head was badly fractured.  No suspicion whatever was entertained of his being murdered or assaulted, as reported.  His horse was found in the morning, about half a mile from the spot, with his knees much cut, and there were evident marks of his falling, by the hair being subbed off on the stones.  He had all his property, &c. about him, and had left his brother in law about an hour before he was discovered, at Falfield, intending to return home to Putloe, near this city, to apprize his wife of the intended visit of her sister and husband on the following day.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On the body of Mr CHAS. HATHERLEY, a carpenter, residing at Hillgrove street, Bristol, who was discovered hanging to a staple in the cellar of a house which was undergoing repairs.  Distress 

of mind, caused by a want of` employment, drove the unfortunate man to commit the rash act. Verdict, Lunacy.

   On the body of a son of Mr SELMAN, who keeps the Ferry over the Avon, at Hanham Mills, a fine boy about ten years of age.  He was desired by his father to take the boat over the river for passengers; and, as he was doing so, the oar slipped from the rest, and, striking him on the chest, he fell backwards into the river, and was drowned in the presence of his distracted father and the passengers, who could afford him no assistance, as the boat had drifted, and they had no oar.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Sep 30.  INQUESTS.  Taken before Wm Trigg, Esq. Coroner: On the 18th inst. at Wheatenhurst, on view of the body of JOSHUA WATKINS, whose death occurred in the following manner.  He was riding on the foot board of a carriage, in company with another boy, each carrying some iron 

chain on his shoulder; when, in hastily getting off, in consequence of being discovered by the coachman, they both fell to the ground, and the deceased becoming entangled, the wheels passed over his body, by which he was so much injured as to occasion his death.

   On the 20th, at Woodchester, on the body of THOS.  WALKLEY, who was killed by an elm tree falling on his chest.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   On the 21st, on the body of Mrs MARY HARDWICKE, found dead in her bed.  Verdict, Sudden Death.

Gloucester Herald, Oct 2.

On Friday afternoon, a dispute took place at the Saracen’s Head, in Eastgate-street, between two men named MERRETT and HART.  Merrett made some insolent observations on Hart, who is a man of colour, and recommended him to get an engagement at the Show of Wild Indians in the Fair.  Altercation, H stabbed and M arrested.
   On Monday last, an inquest was holden before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, upon the body of an infant child, belonging to Mr COTHER, cabinet maker, of Henrietta street, which died about noon, on the previous Friday, while left sleeping in bed.

Oct 7.  COMMITMENTS.  Friday, THOS. JEWITT, JAS. GIBBS, and JOS. BENNETT, by J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, charged with the manslaughter of THOS. COOKE, at the parish of Bleddington.

Gloucester Herald, Oct 9.

John Cooke, City Coroner.  An inquest was taken last week by J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, upon the body of a child, named MARY SMITH, who died suddenly at the residence of her parents in the Bath road.  Some degree of angry feeling has been excited on the part of the family, owing to the official interference by which this melancholy event was attended, but that interference, we are empowered to state, took place upon grounds which made it unavoidable.

Oct 14.  MELANCHOLY SUICIDE.  Early on Monday morning, a poor woman named TANDY, who resided with a family of nine young children in a cottage near the Pheasant public house, on the road from this city to Cheltenham, put an end to her existence by hanging herself, after her husband had gone out to his labour.  The children were awakened by the violent shaking of the floor of the room in which they lay; when a son (about twelve years of age,) going down stairs to ascertain the cause, beheld his unfortunate parent suspended by a rope which she had fastened to a 

large hook in the ceiling!  He endeavoured instantly to cut her down, but fainted in the attempt, and long before it could be accomplished, the vital spark was extinct.  Of the nine children, the eldest is but 16 years old, and the youngest had not been weaned.  Tandy was formerly a barge master, and afterwards adventured in a brick making concern, near this city, in which he was unsuccessful;  and the dread of seeing her children brought to want, produced an aberration of mind in the hapless mother, which led to the deplorable event.  An inquest was held on view of the body, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and a verdict returned Insanity.

INQUESTS lately taken by J Cooke, Esq. Coroner:  At Weston under Penyard, on the body of MARIA WINTLE, who, whilst walking in her kitchen with a candle in her hand, was seized with a fit and fell down, when the candle set fire to her clothes, and caused her death shortly afterwards.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

At Westbury upon Severn, on the body of SAMUEL PEAR, found drowned in the River Severn.  He was a native of Ashelworth, and had not been seen since he left Gloucester Racecourse, much intoxicated, about three o’clock in the morning.  His friends had offered a reward to find him.  Verdict, Found drowned.  [See the advert. Sep 30 with description; aged 28, father John.]

   At Chipping Campden, on the body of THOS. BROWN, killed by a cart wheel going over him.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of MARY SMITH, an infant two years old, who was found dead in her bed.  Verdict, Visitation of God.

At Bleddington, on the body of THOS. COOKE, killed by fighting with T. JEWITT.  The parties had quarrelled, and agreed to decide their differences by a pugilistic combat, which ended in the death of Cooke.  After a patient investigation, the Jury returned a Verdict of Manslaughter against Jewitt and the Seconds, Jas. Gibbs and Jos. Bennett, who have all been committed to our County Prison for trial.

   At St Briavels, on the body of RD.MAILSON, who was killed by a quantity of stone and marl falling upon his head, whilst at work in a coalpit.  And at Frampton, on the body of FRED. BALLINGER, a child two years old, who died in consequence of drinking boiling water out of a teapot.

Gloucester Herald, Oct 16.

INQUESTS, taken lately before bJ Mountain, Esq., one of the Coroners for this county.   At Northleach, on the body of WILLIAM BARKER, who was found dead in nhis bed, and at Coln St Aldwin’s, on the body of MARY HAMBLIN, who died under the same circumstances; verdicts being returned in both cases of Death by visitation of God.  At South Cerney rock, on the body of JOSEPH KEYLOCK, who hung himself in a hay loft.  Verdict, Lunacy.  At Coates, on the body of THOMAS WALL, who fell out of a waggon, and was killed upon the spot, by the wheels going over him.  Verdict. Accidental Death.

Inquests, taken lately before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Minchinhampton, on the body of JOHN SMITH, a child who obtained access to a kettle of boiling water, and died from drinking a portion of its contents!  Verdict, Accidental death.  Last Tuesday, at Painswick, on the body of Mr RICHARD PEGLAR, who swallowed two ounces of laudanum, and was found dead from the effects of the noxious draft, at the door of the Bell Inn, kept by his brother.  Conclusive proofs of insanity on the part of the deceased having been advanced, a verdict to that effect was recorded.

On Tuesday last, an inquest was taken before J COOKE, Esq. Coroner, at the Pheasant public house, about three miles from this town, on the body of PHOEBE TANDY, who hung herself, in a fit of despondency, the day before.  The husband of the deceased had recently failed in his trade, as a brickmaker, and the unhappy woman, dreading that she and her eight children should be reduced to want, laboured for three months past under an estrangement of mind, during which it was feared that she meditated self-destruction.  Every precaution was taken against such an attempt, but she contrived, during the absence of her husband, on Monday morning, at his work near the Haw Bridge, to perpetrate the rash act we have mentioned, by means of a cord, fastened to a large hook in the bedroom ceiling.  Verdict, Insanity.

Oct 21.  OBITUARY.  [On the 29th ult.] Same day, in consequence of a fall from his horse, on his return home from Wotton Underedge market, aged 56, much respected, Mr JAMES NICKOLLS, of North Nibley, leaving a wife and 12 children to lament his loss.

   Thursday, at Colford, in this county, Mrs HOLDER, of the Angel Inn, in that town; universally esteemed throughout the surrounding district, not only for her kind and courteous manners, but also in all other relative duties that interest the christian feelings of society.

Oct 28.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Longhope, on the body of ANTHONY JONES, a lad, who being employed with another person in backing a waggon down a declivity, for the purpose of being unloaded, was unfortunately caught between the waggon and the wall, by which means he was so dreadfully crushed that he died instantly.

   At St Briavels, on the body of JAMES ROBERTS, who was engaged in his work as a collier, at Luck’s All Pit, when a immense body of marle, supposed to be nearly a ton weight, fell upon him, and literally forced the mattock he was using quite through his neck.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Westbury on Severn, on the body of JOHN PEARSON, who was found drowned in the river at that place.  It appears that this unfortunate man, who had for some time been in very ill health, was brought to this city about a fortnight ago, under an order of removal from Bristol to Manchester.  On his arrival in Gloucester he was conveyed to the Berkeley Arms Inn, by the constable, where he wrote his name on a piece of paper and left it in the room in the absence of the Officer.  He then quitted the house and was not seen again till his body was found at Westbury.  His hat, however, with his name written in it, was found on the river bank, close adjoining this city, and there can be little doubt but he was driven by distress to throw himself in the water.  When the body was discovered there was a large stone in one of the pockets, and a paper with his name.  Verdict, Found Drowned.

Nov 4.  AWFUL INSTANCE OF SUDDEN DEATH.  On Monday last, as Mr COLLINS, corn dealer, of Nibley, in this county, was purchasing corn at Dursley, whilst in the act of tying up one of the sacks, he fell down and instantly expired.

Nov 11.  OBITUARY.  Sunday, aged 46, at his residence in Worcester, in consequence of the rupture of a blood vessel, GEORGE HILL, Esq. Solicitor, Deputy Clerk of the Peace, and one of his Majesty’s Coroners for the county; he was a gentleman of distinguished abilities and strict integrity in his profession, and has left a wife and eight children to deplore his irreparable loss.

   [Long para re EDWARD POYKE, Tallow Porter and others; JOHN RUSSELL, arrested.  Inquest JC, Verdict Fdr.]

FATAL ACCIDENTS.  Two young women, from Uley, were drowned in the River Severn, opposite Gatcomb, on Monday last, at low water, under the following circumstances.  They were ignorant of the river, and, it is supposed, misunderstood the directions given them, as they were seen to walk off the sands into the Channel, opposite Gatcomb, which is a mile from the Passage.  Every exertion was made to save them, but the current was too strong to render the efforts of any avail.  The body of one of them, HESTER HANCOCK, was picked up immediately, the other, HANNAH PINNOCK, has not yet been found.  An inquest was held before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. and a verdict of Accidental Death returned.      

Inquests were held before the same Coroner, at Colford, on WILLIAM BYBEE, coalminer, who was killed by a quantity of coals falling on him, whilst at work in a coalpit; and on JANE MORRIS, a child about two years old, who was burnt to death at Redbrook, by her clothes taking fire in the temporary absence of her parents.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner:  At Cheltenham, on the body of ELIZABETH GRIFFIN, who was found suffocated in a pit into which night soil had been emptied.  Verdict, Found Suffocated.

   At Saint Briavels, on the body of GEORGE JENKINS, aged about three years, who was burnt to death.  The deceased was left in the kitchen by his mother, while she went into her garden for potatoes, where he took a stick burning from the fire, which fell on his clothes, and burnt him so dreadfully as to occasion his death in a few hours.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of THOS. TURNER, who being at work in a well, assisted by his brothers, a great quantity of sand, earth, and some bricks fell upon him, and before he could be extricated he was suffocated.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

   At Saul, on the body of EDWARD LIPPATT, aged 70, found dead in bed.  Verdict, Found Dead.

Gloucester Herald, Nov 13.

A very animated contest is carrying on for the vacancy in the coronership of Worcestershire, occasioned by the death of Mr Hill.  

Long account of death of POYKE, journeyman tallow melter.

   An inquest hs been taken at Eastington, in this county, before William Trigg, Esq. Coroner, on the body of SAMUEL GWINNELL, who was drowned by falling into a brook.  Verdict, Accidental death.

   Same day [Thursday last] Mr SMITH, a respectable baker in the High street [Cheltenham], died suddenly having expressed himself, not many hours before the awful event took place, in terms of strong satisfaction at the state of Health he experienced.

INQUESTS.  On Monday last, at Stroud, by W TRIGG, Esq. Coroner, on the body of Mr ISAAC BIDMEAD, a respectable merchant, of that town, who while passing through the street in search of a conveyance for Cheltenham, fell down and suddenly expired.  Verdict, Death by the visitation of God.

Nov 25.

Dec 2.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before J Mountain, Esq. Coroner:  At Coates, on the body of ALICE [@ MARY] TYE, found dead in bed.  Verdict, Found Dead.

At Bussage, on the body of FRANCIS FREEMAN, an infant, who died suddenly.  At Stow, on the body of a man unknown [SILAS PAGE], who fell down and suddenly expired in a lodging house.  At Eastleach Turville,  on the body of JAMES WEAVER, who died suddenly; and at Tetbury,  on the body of Mr WM. HOWES, who fell down and suddenly expired.  Verdicts, Died by the Visitation of God.

SHOCKING ACCIDENT:  child, Littleworth, ADB.  ? Infirmary.

Dec 9.  Worcester Coroner’s Election; “struggle.”

Dec 16.  Poll.

Bristol, JB Grindon, WM TAMPLIN, Shipwright of Chepstow, DVG.

Dec 23.  Worcestershire Poll.

Bristol inquest to be included.

Gloucester Herald not completed

