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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1777


1777

Mar 17.  At our Assizes JOSEPH ARMSTRONG was tried before Mr Baron Perryns, for the offence of petty-treason, in poisoning his master’s lady Mrs A’COURT.  The prioner was hired into the family of Captain A’COURT, and shortly after attended his master and mistress to Cheltenham, in this county.  The unfortunate lady had often expressed her dislike at the prisoner’s conduct, and had frequently intimated to her husband a wish that he might be discharged from their service.  This conduct of the lady, ARMSTRONG was determined to be revenged of, and by infusing small quantities of arsenic into the mistress’s beer and tea, she contracted a disorder which carried her off in about ten days.  After a trial which lasted eight hours, the evidence was summed up in a very masterly manner by the Judge to the jury, who found him guilty, to the satisfaction of a very crowded court.  He is to suffer this day.

On Monday morning, about seven o’clock, JOSEPH ARMSTRONG, who was that morning to have been executed for the murder of his mistress, desired the keepers to give him leave to have two or three minutes to himself to devote to prayer; this request seemed so reasonable, that after securing his garters, and even the string with which his chains were supported, they left him and stood on the outside of the door, but no sooner had the door shut than he took a little strap, which it is imagined his mother hid in the straw, and tying this round his neck, he fastened it to a nail in the wall, and then by a sudden jerk dislocated his neck, and died before the people could open the door.  Though he had positively denied that he had been guilty of the crime for which he suffered on Sunday evening, yet just before he destroyed himself, he said to one of his keepers, it did not signify denying his guilt any more.  And he acknowledged to one of the prisoners that he had been guilty of other villainies worthy of death before this for which he was condemned.  

   His body was afterwards hanged in chains near Cheltenham.  [See also Jun 2].

May 5.  Cirencester, May 3.  Last Sunday night, as SAMUEL WORTHINGTON, M.D. of this town, was returning home from Tetbury, he was thrown from his horse, and killed on the spot.

May 19.  Tetbury Burial Register.  Jane, dau of William Ludlam, a child murder’d by its own mother.

Jul 21.  Assizes.  MARGARET LUDLAM, who killed her own child [JOAN], appeared to be insane.

Jul 25.  On Thursday last the passage boat was lost as she was crossing from Beachley to Aust; four boatmen and one other person, with 18 head of oxen and some horses, were drowned.  

