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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1755


1755

Jan 28.  Gloucester, Jan 25.  By a Letter from Bristol, of the 18th Inst. we have the following Account of the Loss of Five People belonging to the Customs, viz.  “About Two o’Clock in the Afternoon of Tuesday last, the Excise boat with Six Persons therein coming in the River under a Foresail, the Surveyor’s Hat blew off opposite the Conger Rocks; on which, they turned the Helm, and ran towards the Shirehampton shore, when, in striving to reach the Hat, they all fell overboard, and Mr PILSON, Mr WEBBER, Mr SMITH, Mr EYNON, and Mr CULL, were drowned, but the other, Mr PARSONS, was saved by a Tow boat.”

Feb 18.  Gloucester, Feb 15.   By a Letter from Bath we hear that, last Week, a Black Girl, Servant to a Gentleman in the Square, was buried at Walcot Church.  There were six Black Men to support the Pall; and several others attended the Corpse as Mourners.

Mar 4.  Gloucester, Mar 1.  On Thursday last were brought to our Castle gaol, ELIZABETH EVANS the Elder, and ELIZABETH EVANS the Younger, charged with the Murder of a Bastard Child.

Apr 8.  Sentence of Death.  .... and ANN OCKFORD, for the Murder of her Bastard Child; accordingly ANN OCKFORD was executed Yesterday, in consequence of the late Law in Cases of Murder.  After Condemnation she behaved very penitent, and received the Sacrament by her own Desire the Morning she suffered, but positively denied her using any Violence to the Child, whose Death (she said) was occasioned by a Fall and the Want of proper Care afterwards, for which (she likwise said) she thought herself accountable, but begged very much for a longer Time to prepare herself, and when at the Place of Execution stood near two Hours before she gave the signal.  She was a Widow, about 40 years of Age, and has left two children.

Jul 11.  Pendock (Wor) Burials.  Edward Edgcumbe (drowned) was buried.

Jul 29.  Gloucester, Jul 26.  We hear from Cirencester that, on Tuesday last, Mr CAPPS, Steward to the Right Hon. the Lord Bathurst, and who had for some Time been observed to be greatly troubled in his Mind, after having given some Directions to the Workmen, went up into his Chamber and shot himself thro’ the Head.  This rash Action could not be caused by any Misconduct in his Accompts, as they were settled with the greatest Exactness; but the following Letter, which he wrote just before he shot himself, shews (it is thought) the Cause of his Troubles, viz.

             MY LORD, 

                                  I solemnly declare before Almighty God, and as I hope for Pardon for all my Sins and Offences, I am innocent of that beastly and detested Sin of SODOMY, and that I loath and abhor it as much as any Man.  I don’t write this to vindicate myself to a World I shall soon leave, 

and be soon forgotten, but that your Lordship would have that Charity not to think the worse of those Persons who have laid the Imputation to me, and have taken the Advantage of my Imbecility of Spirit.  I could bear Poverty, but not Shame.  I hope Mrs S--- will do me the Justice to relate the Conversation that lately passed between us, and of a casual Circumstance.

Sep 23.  Bristol, Sep 13.   Mrs SARAH GARRETT killed on ship; son impressed; charge against PETER JONES alias DUNGARVON.

Oct 21.  Tenbury, Oct 15.  On Sunday last one JOHN JEWKES, a Labouring Man, (who had formerly been a considerable Farmer in the Parish of Burford) was found dead in a By-road in a Coppice of Underwood near this Town.

Nov 25.  Newport, Glos. Nov 21:  MARTHA PRITCHARD, Found Dead; WILLIAM PRITCHARD  of New Barn, Herefordshire, and THOMAS POOLE.

Dec 2.  Gloucester, Nov 29.  Last Week EDWARD SANSUM, Night Constable, and DAVID LEWIS, ABRAHAM CURRY, JOHN GRIFFITHS, THOMAS WILLIAMS, RICHARD PAYNE, and JOHN PACKER, Watchmen of St Nicholas Ward in the City of Bristol, (appointed under the late Act of Parliament) were committed to Newgate there, for the Wilful Murder of one MARY WHEELER, whom, under the Pretence of taking her up for Misbehaviour and carrying her to Bridewell, they knocked down several times with their Staves, and afterwards strangled her with a Handkerchief pretending therewith to bind her on some Trucks, the better to secure her.

Dec 9.  Gloucester, Dec 6.  On Wednesday last WILLIAM CROSS PEARCE, of Hatherley, near Wotton underedge, was brought to our Castle Gaol, for the Murder of his Wife.

