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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1776


1776

Jan 1.  On Thursday the 21st instant, one WILLIAM GODWIN, of Broughton, on Oxfordshire, having been out upon a shooting party, called at the house of the widow LUCKETT, the Royal Oak, in Leachlade, in this county, somewhat intoxicated; being known to ANN ILES, a servant in the house, she asked him how he did, and added, What have you got a gun?  He replied, Yes I have, and will shoot you.   A little girl who was present, on seeing him level his piece, pulled the maid by the sleeve, saying, Have a care, Nanny, for he’ll shoot you; No, he won’t,( replied the servant) be it only upon his fun.  She had scarce uttered these words, when the piece went off, and blew out her brains.  The jury brought in their verdict, Manslaughter, and he was by the Coroner’s warrant committed to our Castle.

Apr 8.  Assizes.  Sentence of death:  THOMAS HARMER, for the murder of JOSIAH HAYWARD.

             On Wednesday THOMAS HARMER was executed according to his sentence.  He expressed great penitence for the crime he had committed, admonished the spectators to beware of frequenting ale houses, and giving up their time to dissolute company, which brought him to such an untimely end.

Sep 30.  On Friday was committed to our gaol, by Geo. Nayler, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, JOSEPH ARMSTRONG, on suspicion of having poisoned the lady of Capt. A’COURT, with whom he lived a servant, and who was then at Cheltenham.  This lady had been ill ten days, but no suspicion was suggested ‘till the morning after her decease, when information was given by an apothecary of that place, that the servant had bought some arsenic at his shop the day preceding her first attack of illness, and again in the course of the following week.  On receiving this intelligence, the man, who had that morning got leave of his master to set out for London, in consequence of a letter he had received from his friends there, was pursued to Frogmill by Col. BRADFORD, the lady’s father, and after some time was apprehended in a neighbouring wood, whither he had fled on seeing the Colonel drive up to the house in a chaise and four.  Upon being interrogated for what purpose he bought the poison, he prevaricated very much, and since his confinement has been in several different stories.  Upon an examination by several gentlemen of the faculty, it is said the lady’s bowels were found mortified.

Dec 30.  Sloop lost near Shotts; woman passenger. 

