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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1802


1802

Jan 4.  DIED.  Sunday se’nnight, of a fit of apoplexy, with which he was seized while attending divine service at the Rev. Rowland Hill’s Chapel, Mr JOHN RUGG, aged 68, an eminent dyer, of Wotton Underedge.  He was a good Christian, and will be lamented by the poor, to whom he was very charitable.

   We are also concerned to state the very shocking catastrophe which happened on the 19th ult. to Mrs MOREAU, widow of SIMEON MOREAU, Esq. M.C. of Cheltenham (whose death we mentioned the week before last).  By some accident her clothes caught fire, and before assistance was procured to extinguish the flames, she was most dreadfully burnt, and lingered till Wednesday last in the greatest agonies, when she died, sincerely and deservedly lamented.

   On Thursday se’nnight an inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, Coroner, at Storwick, in the parish of Henbury, on the body of a man unknown, found drowned in the river Severn, near a place called Chitning Worth.  He appeared to be about forty years of age, five feet six inches high, stout made, dark brown hair, had on a blue jacket and trowsers, with yellow buttons, cotton shirt, small ribbed stockings, and shoes tied with ribbon..  In his jacket pocket was found a cotton spotted handkerchief, and a knife, with the initials cut on the handle T.P.D.

Jan 11.  On Thursday last, Mr Trigg held a coroner’s inquest on the body of MOSES DEAN, who was unfortunately killed on the Tuesday preceding by the overturning of a loaded waggon in which he was riding, near the Bear, on Rodborough Common.  Verdict, accidental death.

Jan 18.  On Thursday last was also committed to our county gaol, by Mr Joyner, Coroner, THOMAS BAKER, of Chipping Sodbury, in this county, currier, for killing and slaying JOHN JONES, currier, by a gun shot, the preceding day.  JONES has left a wife and four small children to lament the fatal catastrophe.  

   The following melancholy accident happened at Kingswood on Monday se’nnight.  As a man and boy were descending a coal pit, the spring crook, to which the rope was suspended, gave way, and they were precipitated to the bottom; the man was dashed to pieces, and died immediately, and the boy was so dreadfully lacerated as to expire on Wednesday morning.  Two men were also very much hurt by the above unhappy persons falling upon them.

Jan 25.  A Coroner’s inquest was held on Monday, on the body of a soldier, found dead in the road, near Cirencester, the preceding Friday.  The Jury returned their verdict, Died through intoxication and the inclemency of the weather.

   A very awful event took place on Tuesday evening the 12th inst. at the ball at Gloucester House, Hotwells.   Major HENRY VAUGHAN LANE, a gentleman in the prime of his life, and late of 

Cork, in Ireland, after dancing some time, complained to his partner that he felt fatigued, and sat down; but immediately after he was seized with a paralytic stroke.  He was conveyed to his lodgings, where every medical assistance was rendered, but unhappily without effect, as he died on Friday morning.

Feb 1.  On Wednesday last, an inquest was held at Rodborough, before Wm Trigg, Gent. coroner, and a very respectable Jury of four parishes, on the body of JEREMIAH WATTS, a boy about 11 years of age, and who was said to have died in consequence of beating, &c. from the hands of WM CHAPMAN; when, after the most serious and attentive hearing of the evidence on both sides (particularly that of the medical gentlemen) the Jury returned their verdict, - Died of disease, by the visitation of God.

   An inquest has also been held by the same coroner, on the body of Mr JOHN PRATT, a respectable farmer, who in returning home from Stroud, fell, owing to the darkness of the night, into a fishpond, at Steyne bridge, and was drowned: verdict, Accidental death.

   And likewise on the body of JAMES MILLS, a person deranged in his mind, who was found dead in a hay loft, at Chalford  Lynch: verdict, Died from the visitation of God.

Feb 1.  On Wednesday last an Inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, Coroner, on view of the body of a new born male child, found the preceding Monday, in a field in the parish of St James’s, near Bristol. - After a minute investigation, the Jury returned a verdict of Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown.

   Last week at Cam, near Dursley, a child [MARY ELLIOTTS], about five years old, having, in the absence of its parents, approached too near the fire, a coal fell upon its clothes, which set them in a blaze, and so dreadfully burnt the poor little suffered, that the next day she expired.

Feb 8.  On Monday last, as W DAVIS and another were working in a stone quarry at Brownshill, Bisley, the earth and a quantity of stone gave way, and fell upon them with such force, as unhappily to kill WM DAVIS, and much injure the other, who is sent to the General Infirmary.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   A few evenings ago, Mr WALTER BUCKLE, a very respectable farmer, of Southwick Farm, near Tewkesbury, was unfortunately thrown from his horse, and so much bruised that his life is despaired of.

Feb 15.   An inquest was taken, on Tuesday last, before Mr Wiley, Coroner, on the body of a male child, found in a vault, at Upton St Leonards, in this county.  Suspicions were entertained of a young woman of the place; but as evidence was wanting to prove the child to be her’s, she was discharged.   Verdict, stillborn.

Mar 1.  On Tuesday last, a Coroner’s inquest was held by Daniel Willey, Esq. on the body of THOMAS HARRIS, a pauper, who had been brought by a pass, from Warwick, on Saturday, the 20th of February, in avery weak state, to Temple Guiting, in this county.  The churchwarden being told he was so full of vermin, that he was unfir to be put in a bed, lsaid him in his barn upon some straw, and in the morning the poor wretched creature was found dead.  The Jury, on hearing the evidence, returned a verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

Mar 22.  On Thursday last an Inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, Coroner, on the body of WM GORDON, Esq. Late of Loweston, in the county of Dorset, and formerly of Bristol, Merchant, who was found drowned in the river Avon, near Billmarsh, in the parish of St George, in this county; when the Jury, which was very respectable, after a full investigatin, and no marks of violence appearing on the body, found a verdict of Accidental Death.

Mar 29.   Last week an inquest was taken at Tirley, in this county, before D Willey, Esq. Coroner, on the body of THOMAS POYTRESS, a farmer of that parish, who hanged himself - verdict, Lunacy.  He had been in a state of mental derangement for some years.

   On Wednesday the 17th inst. a child of Mr HASKINS, of Taynton, in this county, who was sent to a day school, in that parish, having gone too near the fire, in the absence of his schoolmistress, the flames seized his clothes, and notwithstanding the exertions of some of the neighbours to extinguish the fire, he died the following morning.

Apr 19.  The General Gaol Delivery for Bristol ended on Saturday se’nnight, when MARIA DAVIS, for the murder of her infant child, by leaving it to perish on Brandon Hill, and CHARLOTTE BOBBETT, for being accessary thereto, received sentence of Death.

     MARIA DAVIS and CHARLOTTE BOBBETT were executed at St Michael’s Hill, on Monday, pursuant to their sentences.  On their way to the gallows, they were with difficulty prevented from frequently fainting.  At the place of execution, M DAVIS, the mother of the child, with the utmost contrition, acknowledged her guilt; at the same time manifesting the greatest distress of mind in having been the means of inducing her unhappy fellow sufferer to become the accomplice of her diabolical purpose,  and earnestly entreating her forgiveness.  Both attributed their present deplorable condition to disobedience to their parents, idleness and dissolute company, and requested the Rev. the Ordinary to impress on the minds of the surrounding multitude these lamentable truths, and warn them against the dangers with which such conduct was inevitably followed.  After some time spent in exercises of penitential devotion, the wretched victims kissed each other, and then, clasping their hands together, were so launched into eternity.  M DAVIS was about 20 years of age, and C BOBBETT not more than 23.

Apr 26.  On Monday last a very unfortunate accident happened in Kings road, by which the eight following persons lost their Lives: viz. Mr JAMES, sadler, of St Michael’s hill, Bristol; his brother Mr JAMES, truss maker, of Redcliffe street; and two others of their brothers; also Mr PRICE, sworn measurer; and Mr HENRY STOCKHAM, baker, Redcliffe street; together with two children, one belonging to Mr JAMES, and the other to Mr STOCKHAM.   They had set off in a boat in the morning (it being a holiday), to amuse themselves on the water, and having got into the King road, were seen about a mile and a half from Portishead Fort, steering towards the Welsh Coast.  About tide of flood, the sergeant on guard at Portishead fort, and some women who were planting potatoes on the adjoining hill, witnessed a strange motion of the sails of the boat, then near the tail of the Spit, (a long bank of sand so named) in the mouth of the Severn, but judged the occasion to be only the sport of those onboard.  In about half an hour afterwards, two of the ill fated company (by description, the eldest and youngest of the JAMES’s, and known to be excellent swimmers) were seen making towards Portishead point - the boat not in sight.  They had so far gained the shore, as to exhibit themselves to the spectators, holding each orther’s arm; but the surf, occasioned by the wind setting in with the tide, repeatedly drove them back, and they sunk beneath the task, before any one could get near enough to afford them assistance.

   The boat was found drifted near the New Passage, with Mr N JAMES’s son (about ten years of age) in the cuddy, whose remains were interred on Friday.  None of the other bodies have yet been found.

    It is truly melancholy to consider, that this awful circumstance has deprived three widows of their husbands, and fourteen children of their fathers; six of whom belonging to Mr STOCKHAM, who buried his wife within these four months, become orphans.

May 17.  On Tuesday last Mr HILL, a respectable maltster, of Monmouth, put an end to his existence, by drowning himself in the river Trothy, near Mitchel Troy, where his body was soon after discovered.  No previous symptoms of derangement had appeared, and his circumstances were such as to place him far above necessity, although he had recently expressed the dread of a reverse of fortune.. He had always maintauined the character of a truly honest and industrious man.

May 24.   On Monday morning, Mr M’DOWALL, of Dursley, in this county, was found dead in his bedchamber; and the coroner’s jury have since returned a verdict - Died by the visitation of God.   He was a very respectable dealer in Irish linens, &c. and had acquired considerable property by this traffic.

   The body of Mr NATH JAMES, of St Michael’s hill, Bristol (one of the eight unfortunate persons who went from Bristol in a boat on Easter Monday, and were drowned, as mentioned in a former paper) was yesterday se’nnight discovered floating on the water near a place called the Cherry 

Stones, in the river Severn, in a very putrid state, as might be supposed. - A consdierable property in bills and cash was found in his pockets.

   On Tuesday last, a labourer who was employed in the repairs of the roof of St Michael’s church, in this city, unfortunatel;y fell from the same, and lighting upon a grave stone, was severely hurt.  He was instantly conveyed to the Infiirmary; and we are happy to add, that his life is thought to be out of danger.

May 31.  Re JAMES PEARCE, grazier, Tortworth.

               Caution to Waggoners.

Jun 7.  We are authorised to contradict the paragraph which appeared in our last (copied from a respectable neighbouring paper), stating, that the death of Mr JAMES PEARCE, of Tortworth, was occasioned by a fall - that gentleman having died by a natural, slow, and progressive disease.

Jun 28.  On Monday last, a boy about ten years of age, named JOHN LEWIS, (a drummer belonging to the Glocester Volunteers;) whilst bathing in the river Severn, at this city, unfortunately got beyond his depth, and was drowned.

Jul 5.  Winchcombe Parish Registers, Burials.  ALICE DARKE.  Found drowned.  Verdict, Lunacy.

Jul 26.  On Monday last, during a violent storm, a labourer employed in digging stone at Leckhampton , in this county, took shelter under an excavated part of the hill; where he had not long retired, when a mass of stone fell on him, and crushed him to death.  The unhappy man has left a wife and two children.

   A Coroner’s Inquest was on Thursday held at Cirencester, on the body of JAMES GRIFFIN who was found dead in a stable of the Boothall Inn, into which he had been put a few hours before in a state of intoxication.  verdict - Died by Suffocation.

   On Thursday last, as a man on horseback was riding down Broad street, Bristol, a foot passenger struck the horse with a stick, which occasioned him to startle, very unexpectedly, and the saddle turning round, the rider fell and was dragged some distance, receiving such violent blows from the horse’s feet, as have since occasioned his death.

   Same day, in the same street, a man fell under the wheels of a waggon, and was so much hurt, that doubts are entertained of his recovery.

Aug 2.  Rev A SANDERSON & HASKINS

Aug 9.  Assizes ... and ELIZABETH BARRETT, tried for the murder of her new born bastard child, ... acquitted.

Aug 16.  TO BE CHECKED.

Aug 23.  On Monday last an inquest was taken by Mr Joyner, Coroner, on the body of JOHN SARNEY, of the parish of Yate, in this county, potatoe merchant and farmer, who hanged himself, in a field the Saturday preceding; after a full investigation, the jury found a verdict - felo de se.

Sep 27.   On Friday morning, the body of a young man, of the name of LEARNER, by trade a stone mason, was taken out of the Stroud Canal, near Brimscomb.  He had been missing about a week; and is supposed to habve lost his way in the evening, and slipped from the bank of the Canal.

   On Monday evening last, the following melancholy circumstance happened at Bristol.  A lad named PHILIP MASON, aged about 15, who had been lately discharged from a marine corps, was walking the streets, carrying a musket, which he imprudently pointed towards several persons, near the Back, observing to them, that the piece was loaded, and, to intimidate them, threatened to fire; this, however, he desisted doing; but on Bristol bridge, without giving any previous notice to the passengers near him, he wantonly drew the trigger, and the whole charge entered the legs of a young man named RICHARD LOVETT, about 19 years of age, who was in the service of Mr COOKE, iron monger, on the Back, and wounded him so dreadfully, that a mortification almost immediately followed, and his life has fallen a sacrifice to this unpardonable instance of wanton wickedness.  MASON has absconded.

Oct 4.  A few days since an inquest was taken, at Bagendon, before W Trigg, Gent. one of the coroners for this county, on view of the body of ELIZABETH SAUNDERS, who was found dead in her dwelling house, where she lived alone.. Verdict, Died suddenly by the visitation of God.

   On Saturday se’nnight an inquest was taken, before the same Coroner, on view of the body of a man unknown, found drowned in the Stroud Canal, near Bond’s Mill.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Oct 4.  On Wednesday last another inquest was taken before Mr Trigg, at Fairford, on view of the body of GEORGE ROSE, a child, who was running after a chaise, when his cloaths became entangled in the spikes, and being exhausted by his exertions to extricate himself, he fell on the ground with such violence as to occasion his death almost immediately.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Oct 11.   On Saturday se’nnight an inquest was taken, on view of the body of GEORGE PEGLAR, of Nympsfield, in this county, who was found dead in a field adjoining his house a few days preceding, when the Jury returned a verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

Oct 25.  On Thursday evening last, as Mr INNELL, wire worker, of Stroud, was going to Petty France on horseback, in passing a post chaise he met on the road, his leg unfortunately came into contact with the hind wheels, by which it was shattered in a most dreadful manner.  Surgical assistance being immediately procured, some splinters were taken out, and we are happy to find, that hopes are entertained of his recovery, without the necessity of recurring to amputation.

Nov 22.  ?? Obit ROBERT HUTCHINGS of Kingsdown.

Nov 29.  On Monday last died, in the 22nd year of her age, Mrs WILSON, wife of Mr WILSON, printer and bookseller, Stroud.  her death was occasioned by the bursting of a blood vessel during a fit of coughing.  Her piety and amiable manners, render her family and numerous friends inconsolable for the early loss os so excellent a woman.

   Inquests have lately been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, at the following places:

       At Minchinhampton, on Friday se’nnight, on view of the body of SAMUEL CLIFT, sen. who fell down dead on the high road.  verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

        At Bisley, on Monday last, on the body of MARY IRELAND, a young woman about 22 years of age, who, being pregnant, either took, or had administered to her, a portion of yellow arsenic, which occasioned her death.  After a most minute investigation by a very respectable jury, a verdict was returned - Died from poison; by her own hands, or administered by some person or persons unknown.  Her body had been interred several days, without the knowledge of any of the parish officers.

        At Winstone, on Tuesday, on the body of MARY WINSTONE, amn illegitimate infant, who died on the road, and was brought home a corpse by her mother.  Verdict, Died suddenly of a fit.

       And, at Rodborough, on Wednesday, on the body of JAMES CHAPMAN,  who, from the darkness of the night, fell into the Thames and Severn Canal, and was drowned.  verdict, Accidental Death.

          About five o’clock on Sunday morning, a new born female infant was found in a market basket left at the door of a gentleman’s house in Somerset street, Bristol, in a very wet condition, owing to the rain that had fallen on the poor little innocent, to which, it has since been discovered, the infant had been unmercifully exposed about seven hours; for, through the vigilance of the overseer of the parish, the mother has been apprehended, and after an examination of considerable length before a magistrate, was on Thursday evening committed to Lawford’s Gate Bridewell.  It appears that the mother herself did not place the child where she was found, but had given her to two other woman so to do.

Dec 6.  An Inquisition was, on Friday se’nnight, taken at St Peter’s Hospital, Bristol, on view of the body of THOMAS GREED, whodied on Thursday, in consequence of an injury received in fighting with JOHN WILLIAMS, at a public house, in Saint Thomas street, on Monday.  The Jury returned a verdict of Manslaughter; and WILLIAMS is committed to Newgate.

Wednesday, another Inquisition was taken on the body of THOS BAKER, who, being intoxicated, fell into a well at Norton, near Kempsey, Worcestershire, on the preceding Sunday, and in falling received a violent blow on the back part of his head from the stone coyning of the well, which instantly killed him.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Dec 20.   Inquests have recently been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, at the following places:

   At South Cerney, on Saturday se’nnight, on view of the body of RICHARD MILLARD, whose death was supposed to have been occasioned by a blow received on the head whilst playing at back sword; but it appearing in evidence that he had been previously affected by a complaint in the brain, the Jury brought in their verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Rodborough, on Monday last, on the body of WILLIAM FOWLES, who fell into the Thames and Severn Canal, at that place, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

    And at Minchinhampton, on Tuesday last, on view of the body of MARY WHITHORNE, who, during the parxysm of mental derangement, jumped into a draw well, nearly 25 yards in depth, by which she fractured her leg, and died in a short time after from the general shock she sustained.  Verdict, Lunacy.  Great praise is due to Mr HILL, brazier, of Minchinhampton, who, hearing of the circumstance, went down at the imminent hazard of his life, and prevented the poor unfortunate woman from drowning, whilst he fastened a rope round her body, by which she was drawn up from the bottom of the well alive, but soon after expired!

