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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1725


1725

Jan 4.  Gloucester, Jan 4.  They write from Campden, That on the 23d of last Month, one Mr FLETCHER of Yberton, being at an Inn, was set upon by three Men, who so Barbarously used him, that on the 29th of the same Month he died.  One of them made his Escape, but the other two have given in Bail to appear at the next Assizes.

Jan 11.  Gloucester, Jan 11.  On Thursday Night last, a young Man who had been on board one of the trows to see his Friends, slipt off the Plank as he was coming a Shore, and it is said has not been found since.

Jan 18.  Gloucester, Jan 18.  On Monday last a Young Man, about 14 Years of Age, Son to the Clerk of St Johns in this City, accidentally Shot himself with a Pistol, not knowing it to be charg’d, of which Wound he instantly died.

Jan 25.  Gloucester, Jan 25.  The beginning of last Week, the Hostler, belonging to the Star Inn, near the Key, through some Discontent, went and Hang’d himself.

Mar 1.  Gloucester, Mar 1.  They write from Bristol, That a Captain of a Ship belonging to London, had the Misfortune (being unacquainted with the Streets of Bristol) to fall over a Precipice between two Roads, whereby he beat out his Brains, and died immediately.

Mar 8.  Gloucester, March 6.  Commitments to our County Gaol: SARAH CLAPEN, alias HARPER, for concealing or Murdering a Bastard Child.

Mar 15.  At the Gloucester Assizes THOMAS HERBERT and three other Persons were arraign’d and try’d upon an Indictment for the Murder of Richard Fletcher, and upon a full Hearing of the Cause, in which the King’s Council appeared, the Defendants were acquitted of the said Indictment, and only one found guilty of Manslaughter.  This is published to justify the Coroner’s Inquest (who found the Death of the said Richard Fletcher to be only Manslaughter) and the Persons concerned for the Defendants from the many odious, vile and false aspersions unjustly charged on them.

May 3.  Gloucester, May 3.  An Account of Persons committed to our Castle the last month, viz. OWEN WILLIAMS, for Manslaughter.

May 31.  page 3.  “… but having very little to say, any more than the rest, he was found Guilty and Condemn’d.”

June 14. page 4.  The same day at Clifton, about a Mile hence, one MATTHEW RIDER, who having been sick in Bed for three weeks past, got out and drowned himself in a Pond that was at the backside of his house.  ‘Twas never observed, during his Illness, that his Mind or Senses were the least disordered.

July 5.  Gloucester, July 3.  They write from Worcester, That a Servant of Mr Herbert’s of Carmarthen riding his Master’s Horse to water in Pitchcroft, so near the Brink, that the Horse starting, stumbled into the Severn, and the Felow slipping down on the Neck of the Horse, they were both Drown’d; the Horse was computed to be worth twenty Guineas.

Aug 16.  page 4. Apr [sic] 14.  The Assizes for this County beginning this Day at the Booth Hall, in this City, the following Persons are to be brought upon Trial, VIZ.  OWEN WILLIAMS, for Manslaughter.

Aug 23, page 4.  Gloucester, Aug 19.  Yesterday ended our Assizes, …. [no mention of Owen Williams]

Oct 18.  Whereas Mr DUNCOMB PYRKE was Drowned at Purton Passage, on Saturday, the Ninth of this Instant, October, and has not yet been taken up; these are to give Notice, that whoever first finds the Body of the said Mr Pyrke, and give an account there of to THOMAS PYRKE, Esq., at Little Dean, shall be handsomely rewarded.

Oct 25.  Gloucester, October 25.  They write from Bristol, that one ROBERT KNIGHT, Constable of Tytherington, going to demand the Peace according to his Office, Pearse, Smith, and another of his Neighbours seeing him coming, threatened to beat his Brains out if he came forward, which he not observing, Smith directed Pearse to a Hedge Stake, with which Pearse broke Knight’s Skull, and kill’d him upon the spot, and they are all three since fled from justice.

December 14.  Gloucester, Nov. 13.  We hear that some time last week the body of Mr DUNCOMB PYRKE, WHO WAS DROWNED IN October last at Purton Passage, was taken up; and ‘tis said, that the person who found the body had a very handsome reward.  When he was taken up, he had a watch in his pocket, a sword by his side, and several other things of value about him.

