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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1808


1808

Feb 1.  On Tuesday an inquest was held at Stroud, before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of EMMA HAYWARD, an infant about three years old, whose clothes caught fire in consequence of being left alone, and she was burnt to death.  And,  on Thursday, at Stone, an inquest  was taken before the same Coroner, on the body of ROBERT BOTTERIDGE, who was killed by a piece of timber falling upon him.  Verdict, in both cases, Accidental Death.

   A few days since, two men and a boy were drowned in the River Severn, opposite Awre, whilst employed in a boat towing a raft of timber.  The breakers made a fair breach over them, and no assistance could be rendered from the shore. - The men have bother left families - one of them seven children.

Feb 8.  DIED.  on Tuesday, ... Same day, suddenly, Mr THOS HARRISON, stone mason, of Hampton Common, in this county: as he was sitting at his desk, looking over some papers, he fell down, and expired in an instant, without a groan or sigh.

INQUESTS.  On Tuesday an inquest was taken, before W Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of JOHN COMPTON, who, wjhilst winding up the lasher of a lock, at Salperton, fell into the River, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

  The following inquests have lately been taken before W Joyner, Esq. Coroner:  At Nibley, in the parish of Westerleigh, on the body of JOHN HEWETT, servant to Mr ANSTY, who, owing to the darkness of the night, fell into a stone quarry on Yate Common, and was killed on the spot.  At Elberton, near Thornbury, on the body of BETTY FREAME, widow, aged 82 years, burnt to death by her clothes taking fire in the absence of her family.  At St Briavell’s, on the body of T PERKINS, bargeman, found drowned in the River Wye, near Biggswear.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.  At Gatcombe, on the body of JAMES JONES, bargeman, found dead in a privy.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the visitation of God.

Feb 22.  INQUESTS.   A few days since, an inquest was taken at Bibury, before Wm Trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, on view of the body of JOHN TURNER, a child about five years of age, who was killed by the falling of the bed of a large cart which had been placed to lean against a wall, whilst at play with several other children, none of whom, however, received any injury.  Verdict, Accidental Death.   And, on Monday last, an inquest was taken at the same place, on the body of JOSEPH  BROWNETT, a poor man,  who fell down dead in the road, whilst returning home with a burden of fuel on his back.  Verdict, Sudden Death.

Feb 29.  On Monday last an inquest was taken before Wm Trigg, Gent. one of theCoroners for this county, on view of the body of THOMAS FAULK, sawyer, who fell from the towing path into the 

Thames and Severn Canal, whilst on his road home late on Saturday night, and was drowned.  He has left a wife and family of children.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   A few days since, as Mr STEPHEN KIDWELL, a respectable farmer of Wick & Abson, in this county, was returning from Bristol in a taxed cart, he fell out whilst endeavouring to pass a waggon on the road, and sustained so violent an injury that he only survived till Monday.  He has left a wife and seven children to lament the fatal accident.

   On Saturday se’nnight, as JOSEPH WINSTONE,  aged 16, was at work at some new buildings at Moorend, near Bristol, he unfortunately fell off a plank, a distance of 21 feet, and was killed on the spot.

Mar 7.  On Friday an inquest was taken at Chapel Honeybourne, before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of a youth who was killed by the kick of a horse.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Mar 14.  On Tuesday morning, a milk woman, of the name of COOKE, whilst serving a customer in Bolt lane, in this city, fell down in an apopllectic fit, and expired immediately.

   Last week, the following inquests were taken before Wm Trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county: On Tuesday, at Culkerton, in the parish of Rodmarton, on view of the body of JAMES HORSEMAN, labourer, who hanged himself in a barn at that place.  Verdict, Lunacy. And, on

1808.   Friday, at Painswick, on the body of GEORGE EDWARDS, a boy, who was killed by a waggon going over his body.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Tuesday two French prisoners were committed to our County Gaol, for trial at the approaching Assizes, charged, on the Coroner’s Inquest, with killing and slaying two of their fellow prisoners, in a ferocious affray at Stapleton.

Mar 21.  On Friday, JANE MANDER was committed to our County Gaol, charged on suspicion of murdering her bastard child, at Moreton in Marsh.   ... [DUEL] And a true bill for wilful murder was found against Lieuts. HEAZLE and SARGEANT, the principal and Second in the unfortunate duel at Stroud, in which the much lamented Lieut. DELMONT was killed; but neither of them have yet been apprehended.

   Yesterday se’nnight an inquest was taken before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of THOMAS SMITH TAYLOR, of Kempsford, who, coming home late at night, in going upstairs he fell down, and was found dead in the morning, his skull being fractured by the fall.  Verdict, Accidental Death. 

Mar 28.  On Monday last, a melancholy affray happened at Ross.  JAMES BUTLER and JAMES ANDREWS, two pattern ring makers, (the former about 40, and the latter 18 years of age,) who had 

been drinking together in a public house, quarrelled, when they agreed to fight, and for this purpose retired to an adjoining field.  They had not exchanged many blows, however, before ANDREWS  struck his antagonist with such violence under the ear, that he fell, and almost instantly expired!  The Coroner’s inquest returned a verdict of Manslaughter against ANDREWS, upon which he surrendered himself for trial at Hereford Assizes, and was acquitted.

Apr 4.  On Friday died, in consequence of a fall from his horse, WALTER WELSH, Esq. of Arle, in this county.

Apr 11.  We are much concerned to state, that yesterday se’nnight died, at Newnham, in this county, aged 58, greatly lamented by her numerous friends and acquaintances, Mrs MATTHEWS, wife of Mr JOHN MATTHEWS, attorney, of that place.  Her death was occasioned by her cloaths taking fire, whilst alone in a room above stairs on the preceding day; and, although every assistance was immediately given, by several of the family, who heard her screams, she was so dreadfully burnt, as to survive the melancholy accident only about twenty four hours.  Mr MATTHEWS, and one of his clerks, who ran to the spot on the first alarm, were much burnt in their endeavours to extinguish the flames; but, we are happy to announce, they are both in a fair way of recovery; and Mr MATTHEWS, in other respects, sustains this awful trial with exemplary resignation.

   On Wednesday, as Mr JAMES MERRETT, of Purton, in this county, was returning from Wickwar fair, on passing Dimery bridge, he unfortunately fell into the current, and was drowned.

Apr 18.  The following melancholy accidents occurred near Chepstow, on Saturday se’nnight.  EDWARD DAVIS, paper maker, working at the mill belonging to Mrs SARAH HOLLIS, of Mounton, was unfortunately caught by the water wheel, and crushed to death before any person discovered him; his head was almost torn off, asnd the body mangled in a most dreadful manner: he has left a wife and four children.  Late on the same evening, as JAS BEVAN, butcher, of Redwick, and his wife, were returning home from Chepstow market, with a horse and cart, in going over Undy bridge, but a short distance from their house, they fell into the water, and were both drowned: it is supposed they had fallen asleep in the cart through fatigue, and the horse being left to himself overturned the cart, under which the bodies were found the next morning.  The woman was nearly ready to lie-in; they have left four infants, two of which are twins of fourteen months old.

Apr 25.  On Wednesday an Inquest was held at Thornbury, before Wm Joyner, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county, on view of the body of JAMES LAMBURN [or LAMBERT], a boy about fifteen years of age, servant to Mr THOMAS PEARCE, of Buckover, who was killed the preceding day by the wheels of a cart going over his head and body, occasioned by the horses taking fright; by which he was so much bruised, that he expired almost immediately.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Apr 25.  Wednesday evening last, a child about two years of age, of the name of RICHARDS, in Orange street, Bristol, during the absence of its mother, was burnt to death.  The little infant had been some time unwell, and was left sitting in a chair by the fire, from which some sticks fell out, and communicated to its clothes.  It was quite dead on the mother’s return.

May 2.  JOSEPH LOCKYER??

May 16.  On Thursday last died, aged 60, JOHN MATTHEWS, Esq. an eminent solicitor, of Newnham, in this county -  after a most lamentable and painful illness, occasioned by the injury he sustained in endeavouring to extinguish the flames which caused the death of Mrs MATTHEWS, as mentioned in our paper of the 11th ult.

Jun 6.  On Wednesday last, THOMAS SPICER, sawyer, of the parish of Westerleigh, in this county, died by suffocation, in consequence of drinking a large quantity of spirituous liquors.  The Coroner’s Jury found a verdict of felo de se; and the body was in consequence buried in the public highway.

   On Thursday, the body of a man unknown was found dead and floating in the river Severn, near Littleton; he appeared to be about 30 years of age, was five feet six or seven inches high, stout made; and wore a blue jacket and trowsers.

Jun 13.  On Saturday se’nnight a dreadful,accident happened at St Vincent’s Rock, near Bristol: an overhanging cliff fell upon one of the workmen, and literally dashed him to pieces!

Jun 20.  A shocking accident happened at Cirencester, on Monday; as a fine child of Mr HOWES’ , surgeon, was standing, with a servant maid, near the Butter market, a waggon passed along, which she could not avoid, owing to a heap of stones lying in the way; when the wheel went over the head of the child, and killed her on the spot!  The servant was severely hurt.

Jun 27.  On Tuesday, an inquest was taken before W Joyner, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of JOHN PRICKETT, servant in husbandry to Mr LEWIS, of the parish of Tidenham, in this county, killed by the accidental discharge of a gun loaded with shot, which he had taken up, the charge entering the left side of the mouth, and passing through the head.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Jul 4.  The following inquests have lately been taken, before W Trigg, Gent. one og the Coroners for this county: At Willersley, on view of the body of JOHN WILLIS, an infant, killed by a gate falling upon him.  At Minchinhampton, on the body of a young gentleman found drowned in the Thames and Severn Canal.  And, at Cirencester, on the body of THOMAS HAINES, a child about 

four years of age, killed by a chaise wheel passing over his body whilst at play.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

Jul 11.  The following inquests were last week taken before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, viz.  On Monday, at Great Rissington, on view of the body of ESTHER HICKS, drowned by falling into a well whilst at play.  On Tuesday, at Welford, near Stratford upon Avon, on the body of ISAAC POTTER, who was drowned in the Avon, whilst attempting to swim with a bundle fastened to his body.  And, on Wednesday, at Sevenhampton, on the body of JOHN MILLS, a child, who was killed by a gate falling upon him.  The verdict in each case was Accidental Death.

Jul 25.  INQUESTS.   The following Inquests have been taken before Wm Trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  A few days since, at Greete, near Winchcombe, on view of the body of Mr WM ARKELL, only son of Mr ARKELL, of Brockhampton, who was thrown from a poney he was riding, when, his foot becoming entangled in the stirrup, he was dragged a considerable distance, and so dreadfully bruised, that he died on the spot.  On Tuesday, at Minchinhampton, on the body of JOSHUA HANCOCK, a youth, who was drowned by getting beyond his depth, whilst bathing in a pool of water: his brother would have shared the same fate, had not a young man who could swim rescued him from drowning.  Verdict in both cases, Accidental Death.   On Wednesday,

at Horsley, on the body of JAMES ELLIOTT, who was found dead in a barn, where he had been threshing, and, it is supposed, expired in a fit.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the visitation of God.

Aug 8.  DIED.  On the 27th ult. aged 71, Mr WM OKEY, of Badgeworth, in this county; a respectable and truly honest man, whose death is sincerely regretted by a numerous train of relations and friends.

INQUESTS.  The following  inquests were last week taken before Wm Joyner, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  At Alvestone, on view of the body of WILLIAM REESE , (servant to Mr JOHN ADAMS, ) who, wilst at work grinding malt, dropped down and instantly expired.  Verdict, Sudden death by the visitation of God.   And, at Dursley, on the body of  a lad, named REUBEN BIRD, who received so violent a kick on the lower part of his belly, from one of the horses belonging to the manufactory of Messrs WALLINGTON, at that place, as to occasion his death the following day.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   ??? Boat Accident.

   On Saturday se’nnight an inquest was taken at Painswick, before W Trigg, Gent. Coroner, and a respectable jury, on view of the body of Mr WEBB, nurseryman, who, previous to his dissolution, had stated before witnesses, that his then melancholy situation had been occasioned by the ill usage of some person unknown.  He had been attending in this city, a few days before, as a juror at the Sessions; and, during his stay, had lived so fully, and exerted himself so much in walking home, as 

to excite violent action in the system, which settled on his lungs, and ultimately occasioned his death.  The jury, after a minute investigation, returned a verdict, Died of disease accelerated by intemperance and violent exertion; which removes every suspicion of certain aspersions, tending to injure the character of a person of respectability, who had been with Mr WEBB at Gloucester.

Aug 15.  On Saturday se’nnight, a party of young men, consisting of Messrs PENNY, WALTER, and MILLER, clerks in the Customs house, with Mr GRANGER, and ROBERT GEORGE,  took a boat from Bristol, and sailed on a voyage of pleasure, down Kingroad into the Channel.  When off Walton Bay, a sudden gust of wind upset the boat, which sunk, and left them to the mercy of the waves.  Mr WALTER,  after a desperate struggle, succeeded in extricating a punt, that was attached to the boat, and therebyy saved himself, MILLER, and GRANGER; but his efforts in favour of PENNY and the boatman, were unfortunately of no effect.  They sunk and were drowned.  PENNY, who was a dutiful and affectionate son, has left behind him a fond and disconsolate mother, and the boatman a wife and two children dependent on him for support.

Aug 22.  Tuesday evening, as Mr JOHNSON  and Mr EVANS, coach makers, Hotwells road, Bristol, were returning in a chaise from the New Passage, where they had dined, the latter fell from his seat, and expired before any medical assistance could be procured.  An inquest was held on the body on Friday, when a verdict was given of Suffocation.

INQUESTS.  The following inquests have been taken before W Trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county: On Saturday se’nnight, at Coln St Aldwyyn’s, on view of the body of WM TUFFLEY, a child, who died in a wheat field.  Verdict, Sudden Death.  Om Monday last, at Sdtandish, on the body of THOMAS HAYNES, who, whilst thatching a rick, fell to the ground, and sustained so much injury, that he died in a few hours; and, on Wednesday, at Rodborough, on the body of SAMUEL SMITH, who was drowned  in the Thames and Severn Canal.  Verdict, in the last two cases, Accidental Death.

   A few days since an inquest was taken, at Slimbridge, before Wm Joyner, Esq. Coroner, on view of the body of KEZIAH WORKMAN, whose death was occasioned by taking a large quantity of sublimate of mercury.  This poor unfortunate creature was pregnant, and, with the intention of procuring abortion, had been induced to swallow the fatal dose.  Verdict, felo de se; and the body was accordingly buried near the crossroad, in Slimbridge field.

Sep 19.  INQUESTS.  The following inquests were taken a few days since, before Wm Trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  At Woodchester, on view of the bosy of ROBERT LUSTY, a youth, who, whilst walking on some rails, fell upon a post, and struck the region of his stomach with such violence, that he could only exclaim, “O Lord! I shall die!” and instantly expired.  At Miserdine, on the body of a child named JOHN BALL, who, whilst attempting to 

climb a gate, for the purpose of getting upon a waggon to ride, fell to the ground, when the wheel passing over his body, he was killed on the spot.  Verdict in both cases, Accidental Death.  At Stroud, on the body of REBECCA PAYTON, who was found dead; and, at Westcott, on the body of the Rev. MILES TOMB  [or LOMB?] , Curate of that parish; who, being for some time deranged in his intellects, got up in the night, and went to the churchyard, where he was found dead in the morning, suspended on the gate by one arm.  It is supposed he had slipped down the bank, and caught by the gate in the agonies of death.  Verdict in both cases, Sudden Death.

Sep 26.  INQUESTS.  An inquest was held at Dursley, on Tuesday last, before W Joyner, Esq. Coroner, on the body of J FLETCHER, cloth worker, who was literally cut asunder, and killed on the spot, by falling between the cogs of the wheels of the machinery belonging to the manufactory of Messrs S and G ADEY: Verdict, Accidental Death.

Oct 17.   On Wednesday was committed to our County Gaol, by Thomas Blunt, Gent. Coroner, ANN CRAIG, charged with the wilful murder of a new born female bastard child.  And on Friday was committed, by Chas. Sandiford and Rd Wetherell, Clerks, JANE CRAIG, charged on suspicion of having been concerned with ANN CRAIG in the aforesaid murder.

INQUESTS.  An inquest was lately held at Stow on the Wold, before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of HERODIAS PERROTT, a travelling woman, who was killed by  the falling of a tree under which she had taken shelter; another inquest was also lately held, by the same coroner, at the Golden Valley, on the body of  JONATHAN FRANKLIN, an old man of nearly 90 years of age, who being almost blind, fell into a mill pond and was drowned.  Verdict, in both cases, Accidental Death.

Nov 14.  On Friday JAMES CLUTTERBUCK, a waggoner in the employ of Mr HERBERT, in this city, unfortunately fell from the shafts of a waggon, at Staunton, on the road leading to Ledbury; when the wheels passing over his body, he was killed on the spot.

Nov 21.  INQUESTS.   The following inquests have been taken before Wm trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  On Monday last, on view of the body of Mr WM  BYRON, a travelling linen draper, who was returning from Chalford to Tetbury on horseback, the preceding evening, at eleven o’clock; when his horse, which was blind of one eye, ran so violently against the tail of a waggon, which had been very imprudently left on the side of the road, near Avening, that the animal received a blow which divided the scalp, and threw Mr BYRON against the waggon with great force, cut his forehead, and he was otherwise so dreadfully bruised and injured, that he died instantly.  On Wednesday, at Painswick, on the body of SAMUEL STEEL, an infant about two years of age, whose clothes caught fire, when left with another child; and he was so much burnt 

about the arm, chest, and back, that he languished and died in consequence thereof.   And, same day, at Stroud, on the body of JOHN FLETCHER, a youth about 14, who was thrown from a horse a short time since, and received a violent concussion of the brain, which occasioned his death. Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

Nov 28.  On Tuesday last an inquest was held before D Willey, Esq. on view of the body of Mrs ANN RANDALL, a widow, who, on the Saturday preceding, fell down and expired in her own house, in the Southgate street, in this city.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   ??? Braydon; Mrs SMITH, aged 45, burnt?

Dec 5.  On Friday an inquest was taken at Painswick, before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of JOHN WOOD, a child about 4 years old, who died from being burnt about the back and arms, occasioned by his clothes having caught fire.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   Monday evening a man of the name of HUNT, dropped down dead in Cherry alley, Bristol .

Dec 5.  On Saturday se’nnight a melancholy accident happened on the River Severn.  WM NEALE, butcher, of Berkeley, WM WEBB, of Framilode, and JOHN HILL,  of Hill, took a boat at Berkeley Pill, to go down the river; onn hoisting the sail, at Shrapnell’s Point, a sudden squall of wind came on, which upset the boat, and NEALE and WEBB were unfortunately drowned.

Dec 12.  On Friday last, an inquest was taken at Fairford, before Wm Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of R OLDACRE, who, being subject to fits, fell into a ditch nearly full of water, whilst on his return home with a bundle of faggots on his head, and, unable to extricate himself, was suffocated.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

DIED.   Mr J CLARK, sadler, of Ross: whilst at work he was suddenly taken ill, and expired immediately without uttering a word.

Dec 19.  On Saturday se’nnight a woman was found at Woodmancote, near Cheltenham, by one of Mr DELABERE’s servants, with her throat cut from ear to ear!  Near the body a razor was discovered, with which it is supposed she had perpetrated the horrid act.

INQUESTS.  On Monday, at Oldland, in this county, before Wm Joyner, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of S SELMAN, servant to Mr LEWTON, killed by falling from the shafts of a waggon.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  And, on Wednesday, at Wick and Abson, on the body of JAS FEW, gardener to RICH IVYLEAFE, Esq. found dead in a field on Monday.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the Visitation of God.

Dec 26.  The following inquests were last week taken,  before W Trigg, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  On Tuesday last, at Cirencester, on view of the body of JOHN WITHAM, a boy about 12 years of age, who fell into the bason of the collateral branch of theThames and Severn Canal, and was drowned.  On Thursday, at the Golden Valley, Chalford, on the body of CHAS SYSAM, a child about four years of age, whose cloaths caught fire, and he was in consequence burnt to death.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   On Wednesday, at Woodmancvote, Bishops Cleeve, on the body of JANE LAWRENCE, aged 23, found dead on the preceding Sunday, in a field near her own dwelling, with her throat cut in a shocking manner, and a razor lying near the spot.  It appeared, that she was pregnant, by a person of the same village, with whom she had lived in habits of intimacy, and to whom she was some time since to have been married, a ring and a licence having been discovered  in her pocket.  It could only be conjectured, that the disappointment of her expectations, and her being abandoned by her mother on account of her imprudent conduct, had impelled her to the desperate act of self-destruction, and the Jury, after a patient investigation, returned a verdict of Lunacy.

