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                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1766


1766

Mar 3.  A few days ago died in our castle WILLIAM SUTTON, who was committed for the murder of his wife.

Mar 17.  Mysterious death at Chalford of RICHARD PARSONS, playing cards on a Sunday.

Apr 28.  On Tuesday last Mr JAMES EVANS, of the Golden Hart in this city, fell down dead as he was digging in his garden.

Jul 21.  Thursday last JOHN HARVEY and EDWARD PEIRCE were brought to our castle, charged with the wilful murder of ELIZABETH HARVEY, at Horsley, in this county.

Aug 4.  Assizes: JOHN HARVEY and EDWARD PEIRCE for the murder of ELIZABETH HARVEY; MARGARET HOWELL for the murder of her bastard child.

    Fight in city between Blacksmith and Journeyman Currier, and Blacksmith taken to Northgate.

Aug 11.  Assizes: ... and six acquitted, among which were HARVEY and PEARCE for the murder of HARVEY’s wife.

Nov 17.  On Friday last NATHANIEL CLOSE was brought to our Castle, charged upon the Coroner’s inquest with the wilful murder of SARAH VINES, of Minchinhampton, in this county.

Dec 22.  On Friday came on the trial of NATHANIEL CLOSE for the murder of SARAH VINES, near Hampton, in this county.  He was convicted upon the strongest presumptive evidence of committing the horrid fact; a murder attended with the most barbarous, the most unmanly instance of brutality that was ever heard of in any age or nation.  He is to suffer this day.

Dec 29.  On Monday last NATHANIEL CLOSE was executed pursuant to his sentence, for the murder of ANN VINES.  He persevered to the last in obstinately denying the fact.  Before he left the prison he seemed much shocked at the approach of death, and with great fervour exclaimed, The Lord have mercy on my unhappy soul1  He said, that if he had no other crimes to answer for than that for which he died, he should not have regarded his untimely end.  His body was delivered to the Surgeons for dissection. 

