Homicide rate in Sri Lanka, 1900-1990, 1995-1997

(per 100,000 persons per year)


The graph below was constructed from official statistics gathered by Archer and Gartner (1984) and by the United Nations Surveys of Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice Systems. Note that the long-term trends follow the course of political events. The rate rose sharply during World War II and the imperial crisis of the 1940s, ranging between 7.5 and 9.6 per 100,000 persons per year from 1942 through 1947. But the rate declined once independence from Great Britain was achieved in 1948. The rate rose again in the 1980s and 1990s, as the conflict between Tamil separatists and the central government led to civil war.
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