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NZ Inquests
[From the New South Wales, Australia, newspapers]
MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/887, 01/01/1853

NEW ZEALAND.  -  We are in receipt of Auckland papers to the 4th December, and Wellington to the 24th November.

ANOTHER FATAL BOAT ACCIDENT AMONG THE CREW OF H.M.S. “FANTOME.”   -  We are deeply grieved to record another boat accident at Porirua attended with a melancholy loss of life; another boat belonging to H.M.S. Fantome has been upset and two men drowned.  The captain’s boat not having returned to the vessel owing to the accident, the particulars of which were given in our last number, it was deemed advisable to send a boat on shore to ascertain the cause of detention and to render such assistance as might be required.  Accordingly on Sunday afternoon, between three and four o’clock, Mr. POLKINGHORNE, the master, left the Fantome in a whaleboat manned by four men, and pulled for Porirua harbour; he had safely passed over the bar and was within a hundred yards of the shore when the boat was struck by a roller and filled with water; they attempted to bale her out, when another wave struck her, a third swept the steer oar from the grasp of the steersman, upset the boat, and all hands were immersed in the sea.  Three of the men attempted to make for the shore, two of them were unfortunately drowned; the third was saved by one of the crew of the Captain’s boat (who was on the shore and witnesses the accident,) bravely rushing into the surd, and at the risk of his own life rescuing him from the fate of his companions.  Mr. Polkinghorne and the other man clung to the boat, but it was drifting away, and they would have been inevitably lost but for the intrepid exertions of a settler named TANDY living at Porirua, who on being informed of the accident put off in a small dingy, and at considerable risk succeeded in saving them.   Mr. Polkinghorne was insensible when taken from the boat, and it was some time before he recovered. Captain GENNYS was apprehensive of any untoward accident in the event of a boat being sent off from the vessel, and had stationed men on the hill to warn them from landing, but they were not seen by the boat’s crew, and the weather was too rough to allow of their being heard.  With great exertion he had a boat carried across the strip of land to Titai Bay, which was safely launched and put off to the Fantome to inform them of what had happened, and prevent the possibility of the recurrence of a similar catastrophe.  The first accident originated, as we are informed, in a humane desire on the part of Captain Gennys to afford medical assistance at Porirua.  On landing the mails on Tuesday, he found a settler greatly in need of medical advice, and kindly promised to bring the doctor the next day to see him.  In the performance of his promise his boat was upset, and Dr. BENT and four men met a watery grave.  None of the bodies have, up to the latest information we have from Porirua, been recovered.  Lieutenant Colonel M’CLEVERTY, and Dr. PRENDERGAST of the 65th regiment, rode out to Porirua on Monday with the view of affording such assistance as might be necessary. Wellington Spectator, Nov. 17

MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/899, 12/02/1853

NEW ZEALAND

We have received Auckland papers to the 31st December.

FATAL ACCIDENT.  -  We regret we have to record the untimely death of an old and much respected colonist, Mr. DANIEL LORRIGAN, who was unfortunately killed by a fall from his horse on Tuesday afternoon.  Mr. Lorrigan set out for his farm at One Tree Hill, on the Otahuhu road, in the course of the afternoon; and his horse having taken fright, he was violently thrown; several of the ribs on the left side were fractured, and both the heart and the lungs severely injured.  Poor Lorrigan speedily sank after reaching home.  A verdict of “accidental death” was returned.  Southern Cross, December 13.

MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/901, 19/02/1853

NEW ZEALAND.  -  We have received Wellington papers to the 29th January.

A BOY KILLED BY A TREE FALLING.  -  An inquest was held in the Hutt district by Dr. FITZGERALD, coroner, on the body of HENRY JAMES EDWARDS, a little boy who was killed by the fall of a tree.  It appeared that the deceased and another child were playing together on the 13th inst., near an old rotten tree, which suddenly fell and struck deceased on the head, completely smashing his skull; the other child was also struck and was much injured.  Verdict, accidental death.  Spectator, Jan. 26

FIRE.  -  On Monday, the 3rd instant, a fire broke out in the house of Mr. KELLY, at Wairarapa, which was speedily burnt to the ground; we regret very much to learn that a child of one of the men on Mr. Kelly’s station was in the house at the time, and was burnt to death.  The fire was supposed to have been caused by some defect in the chimney.  Spectator, 18th January

REMARKABLE ACCIDENT.  -  An inquisition was taken before the Coroner and jury at Lyttelton, on Monday last, on the body of a poor lad named DANIEL CHILDS, who met his death by a singular accident on the previous afternoon.  Running along the hill side just below the Summer Road, he put his foot on a portion of loose rock of considerable size, which rolled over, throwing him before it on his back, and passed over his head, causing extensive fracture of the skull, and of the cervical vertebrae.  His companions, lads of about his own age, carried him up to the road, and Mr. GODLEY and Captain SIMEON coming up at the time, carried him at once to the hospital, where he was found to be quite dead.  Verdict – accidental death.  Lyttelton Times, Dec. 25
MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/920, 27/04/1853

HUNTER RIVER DISTRICT NEWS

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

The ship William, from San Francisco, for this port, with a large number of passengers, had put into Auckland to refit, having lost her topmast in a heavy gale, and being also short of provisions.  -  A young man named BENJAMIN LEELAND, belonging to the Whitby, was drowned at Kiapara.
MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/928, 25/05/1853

COLONIAL NEWS

NEW ZEALAND

We have received Auckland papers to the 4th May, and Wellington to the 27th April, a few days later than our previous advice.

    A case of murder has just been discovered near Auckland.  RICHARD RATHBONE, a shoemaker, lived by himself in a small house a mile and a half from Auckland.  On the morning of the 29th April smoke was observed issuing from his house by his nearest neighbour, but nothing was seen of him that day, nor the following morning.  Two of his neighbours then went to the house, and on going through the rooms they found Rathbone lying dead on his bed, the lower part of his body greatly burnt, and the bed and floor burnt under him, while chests of drawers were placed round him as if to feed the fire.  On examination it was found that he had received two heavy cuts on the head as if from a tomahawk, and several stabs, one of which in the lower jaw had severed part of the carotid artery, and caused great loss of blood and death; while about his shoulders and arms were numerous bruises and cuts as if he had defended himself desperately.  He was known to keep a sword in his house, and to dread robbery, and the sword and his watch were missing.  The jury, at the inquest, returned a verdict of wilful murder against some person unknown.

WRECK OF A WHALER.  -  The Resolution, from Chatham Islands, has brought intelligence of the wreck of the American whaler Antarctic, of New Bedford, E. Bradbury, jun., master, which latter vessel parted from her anchors during a heavy gale on the morning of the 26th March, and went ashore on the Waitangi beach.  All hands were saved with the exception of the chief mate, F. MACY, of Nashua, New Hampshire, who was unfortunately drowned in the surf by the upsetting of the boat while attempting to land.  We understand that another of the hands has since been drowned in the river.  The vessel, when she was wrecked, had a considerable amount of oil on board, which has been saved.  Two of the crew are passengers by the Resolution.  Wellington Spectator, April 27

MELANCHOLY CIRCUMSTANCE.  -  Mr. T. SMITH, brewer, of Nelson, has this week met his death under the following painful circumstances.  On Wednesday lasdt, about four o’clock in the afternoon, Mr. Smith was in his hop garden, and the women engaged in hop picking having threatened to put him in one of the bins, he laid himself down on the ground, when four of his women lifted him into the bin, but while one of them was engaged in throwing hops on his face, her companions tumbled her in upon Mr. Smith, and, falling upon him heavily, she struck him in the lower part of the stomach, and caused an internal contusion.  The deceased then went home and sent for medical assistance, but deplorable to relate, he died yesterday [morning?] [part missing, crease in paper] nine o’clock.  An inquest sat last evening on the body, but no serious blame seems to be attached to any of the parties.  The serious turn which the accident took may in part be attributed to the stout full habit of the deceased.  Mr. Smith was a man much respected here, and was one of the most enterprising of our settlers.  Nelson Examiner 

DEATH OF MR. DILLON.  -  The Necromancer, which arrived yesterday morning from Nelson, has brought the melancholy intelligence of the death of the Hon. C.A. DILLON, who was unfortunately drowned in crossing the river on returning from the Wairau on the 16th instant.  Mr. Dillon, who had his son with him, was in company with Mr. MORSE, and he himself was fording the river by the side of Mr. PASLEY, and appears to have lost his footing and to have been carried away by the force of the stream.  Mr. Pasley in attempting to assist him was also, with his horse, carried down the river, and with difficulty escaped.  Every effort was made to recover the body, which was found by Mr. DUPPA and brought into Nelson.  The funeral was appointed to take place on the 24th April.  Mr. Dillon was one of the earliest and most respected of the settlers at nelson, and a most active and zealous colonist, and his loss is deeply and sincerely lamented.  He has left a widow and numerous family.  Wellington Spectator

MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/935, 18/06/1853

NEW ZEALAND

Our papers from Auckland are to the 17th May.

 LAMENTABLE OCCURRENCE.  -  It is with feelings of sincere and heartfelt sorrow that we have this morning to record the wreck of the catamaran yacht, Flying Dutchman, and the premature death (by drowning) of her late unfortunate owner, Lieut. CHARLES THOMAS HUTCHINSON, R.E.  This much is known – bu we greatly fear there is more of misery and misfortune yet to be told; since, according to the best information that we have been able to obtain, there are at least two soldiers of the Sappers and Miners, and two gentlemen missing, who are supposed to have accompanied Lieutenant Hutchinson on his last and fatal cruise.  The following are the facts as elucidated in evidence:-  ANNA, a native woman, through the interpretation of CHARLES BROWN, a corporal in the Auckland Police, deposed that in consequence of a statement of Mr. \CARRUTH that on Saturday last he had looked through his spy glass, and thought he had perceived a boat capsized, (although he could not be sure whether it was a boat or a log) she and her husband set out after breakfast of the following (Sunday) morning to discover the truth.  They were accompanied by two other natives, and proceeded along the beach on the east side of the north shore.  One of the natives named MIHAKA, found a waistcoat, cap, and a likeness of a female on the beach.  Her husband also discovered a small boat or punt, two oars, a bucket, and a candle.  From that spot they proceeded further northwards; until in going round Rocky Point, they had to walk more inland on account of the tide, when Anna looked down and beheld the deceased lying dead among the rocks – the face was bruised, and the body was lying upon the belly, the head bring turned towards the sea.  When Anna discovered the body she called to her husband and told him what she had seen.  They turned back and acquainted Messrs. POYNTON, McCOY, STEWART, POWELL, and another native, who all returned to the body, when four natives conveyed it to the Roman Catholic College.  A native, named AHERE, found a pair of trowsers with 17s. in a black purse in one of the pockets.  This was at a spot a little further north than where the body was discovered.  The body was perfectly naked when Anna first saw it.  Mr. STEWART, Lieut. BALNEAVIS, 58th regt., and Sergeant PORTER of the Sappers and Miners, were severally examined, but their testimony threw no additional light on the case; sufficient evidence being before the jury to enable them to arrive at the unanimous verdict which was immediately recorded – found drowned – Southern Cross, May 17

MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/942, 13/07/1853

NEW ZEALAND.

We have received Wellington papers to the 11th June.

SUICIDE OF A SERGEANT.  -  Yesterday an inquest was held before Dr. FITZGERALD, coroner, on the body of Sergeant ELLIS, of the 65th regt., paymaster’s sergeant, who had committed suicide by hanging himself.  The deceased was found in a stable, near the paymaster’s office, suspended by his neckcloth, which he had fastened to a gimblet he had previously driven into a piece of timber.  The body was warm when discovered, but life was extinct.  The deceased was unmarried.  Verdict, temporary insanity.  Spectator, June 1

MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/951, 13/08/1853

NEW ZEALAND

We are in receipt of Auckland papers to the 16th July.

DREADFUL HOMICIDE AT HOWICK

It is our painful duty to record that this usually peaceful village has been the scene of a tragedy of the most appalling character, being no less than the killing of a wife by her own husband.  The name of the victim was MARY MOORE, and there can be no doubt that the wounds, which, in a short time issued in her death, were inflicted by the hand of her husband, WILLIAM MOORE, a pensioner.  The only point which appears open to question is the sanity of the wretched perpetrator of the deed; but on this we do not deem it within our province to offer any opinion, as, doubtless, it will hereafter receive the fullest investigation.  After the examination of several witnesses, who were present when deceased died, the jury returned as their verdict – “That Mary Moore came to her death by wounds inflicted on her person by her husband, William Moore, on the morning of the 25th June, 1853, and of which wounds she died at Howick on the night of the 26th June, 1853.”  New Zealander, July 9 

MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/969, 15/10/1853

NEW ZEALAND

We are in receipt of Auckland journals to the 17th September.

FATAL ACCIDENT.  -  An accident, resulting in the death, by drowning, of one of the seamen of H.M.S. Calliope, took place in Official Bay, on Saturday evening.  As far as we have been able to learn, a party of seamen were returning to the frigate, when one of them, having dropped his bundle overboard, stepped on, or leant over, the gunwhale to recover it, by which means the boat was capsized, and the poor fellow was drowned.  The body was recovered within a few hours of the melancholy casualty, and was yesterday interred with martial honours, being escorted to the grave by a numerous cortege of seaman of the frigate to which the deceased so recently belonged.  Southern Cross, Sept. 6
MAITLAND MERCURY, 11/972, 26/10/1853

AUCKLAND – CALAMITOUS SHIPWRECK.  -  It is with deep regret we have to state that the barque Helena, belonging to Mr. MACNAMARA, of Sydney, was totally wrecked in Waitakare Bay, between Manukau and Kaipara, on the night of Friday, the 16th instant, on which disastrous occasion her commander Captain JOHN BROWN –  well known to many of our fellow citizens whilst in command of the brig Nina, his chief officer, and five of his ship’s company, unfortunately perished.  New Zealander, Sept. 24

