New South Wales Inquests, 1794; 10 June 2008

SYD1794

Bench of Magistrates, Minutes of Proceedings Fe®B817 Jan 1792, State Records
N.S.W., SZ765

Murder of a Native Boy

Bench of Magistrates

Collins J.A.,17 October 1794

[375] Examination of the persons supposed teehaurdered a Native Boy at the
Hawkesbury, and the Evidence against them.

ALEXANDER WILSON says that Robert Forrester informed him that fk diet
a native Boy, and that he was induced to it fromtives of humanity. The Boy
having been previously thrown into the River by tleghbouring settlers, with his
hands so tied, that it was impossible he could steithe opposite side.

ROBERT FORRESTER says that a large party of natives having appeatete
back of his Farm he alarmed his neighbours and weinto observe them. That in the
road to the natives they met a Native Boy who thayposed was coming in for the
purpose of discovering what arms they had. That thade him a prisoner; tied his
hands behind his back [376] and delivered hiniidtCHAEL DOYLE to take to his
[?].

That he was soon after alarmed by a cry froml&othat the boy was escaped and
had jumped into the River. That he and/YFIELD immediately ran to the river and
saw the boy swimming. That he then was prevailedtmshoot the boy by the
importunities and testacies of all around. Thatlibg should get back to the natives
and induce them to an attack by discovering thexe mo more than one musket in the
whole neighbourhood. That the boy was not ill edatvith his knowledge in any
other manner than he was declared, and that thardgen of Wilson as far as it
varies from this is false.

ROGER TWYFIELD corroborates the foregoing.

Parramatta and .. [378] Murder of aidaBoy, 1794[?] 17 Oct

Respecting the Murder Of a Native Boy

Source: Historical Records of N.S.W., Vol. 2

[329] From the Hawkesbury were received accowtish corroborated the opinion
that the settlers there merited the attacks whiehevirom time to time made upon
them by the natives. It was now said that soméneithad seized a native boy, and,
after tying him hand and foot, had dragged him sduemes through a fire, or over a
place covered with hot ashes, until his back wasadliully scorched, and in that state
threw him into the river, where they shot at arlte®#ihim. Such a report could not be
heard without being followed by the closest exarmmamg when it appeared that a boy
had actually been shot when in the water, from aviction of his having been
detached as a spy upon the settlers from a lardg bbnatives, and that he was
returning to them with an account of their weaknéissre being only one musket to
be found among several farms. No [330] person apge#o contradict this account,
it was admitted as a truth; but many still consédett as a tale invented to cover the
true circumstance, that a boy had been cruellywantonly murdered by them.

The presence of some person with authority wasiming absolutely necessary
among those settlers, who, finding themselves fréean bondage, instantly
conceived that they were above all restrictionsgd,abeing without internal
regulations, irregularities of the worst kind midpe expected to happen.
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SYD1797

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction Minutes of Proceedings, 1788-1815, State Records
N.S.W, 5/1147B

R. v. Millar

R. v. Bevan

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction

Atkins J.A., 9 or 10 October 1797

[353] WILLIAM MILLAR and THOMASBEVAN:

Were brought before the Court for that they not having the fear of God before their
Eyes but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the desire on or about the
sxth day of October in the Thirty fourth year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord
George the Third now King of Great Britain &c. with force and arms on the North-
shore in county aforesaid in and upon a Native commonly known by the name of
TOM ROWLEY in the peace of God and our said Lord the King then and there
being feloniously, willfully and of their malice afore thought did make an assault. And
that the said William Millar a certain Gun value 70L then and there charged with
Gunpowder and pistol balls of slugs, which given he the said William Millar then and
there had and hold to against and upon the said Native then there feloniously, willfully
and of his Malice aforethought did shoot and discharge, and that the said Millar with
the pistol balls or dugs aforesaid out of the Gun aforesaid then and there by the force
of the gunpowder shot and sent forth as aforesaid the afore said Native in and upon
the right thigh of him the aforesaid Native then and there with the pistol balls or dugs
aforesaid out of the Gun aforesaid by the said William Millar aforesaid shot
discharged and sent forth felonioudly, willfully and of his malice afore they did strike,
penetrate and wound, giving to the said Native one mortal wound , of which wound he
languished and languishing did die and that the aforesaid Thomas Bevan then and
there [354] felonioudly, willfully and of his malice before thought was present aiding,
helping aletting, comforting assisting and maintaining the said William Millar the
felony and murderer aforesaid in manner and form aforesaid to do and commit against
the peace of Out Sovereign Lord the King his Crown and dignity.

Acquitted for want of Evidence.
Decisions of the Superior Courts of New South Wales, 1788-1899; Published by the
Division of Law Macquarie University
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SYD1799

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction Minutes of Proceegbn 1798 - 1800, State Records
N.S.W, X905 - 68, 90

R. v. Hewitt

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction

Dore J.A...1 February 1799

[68] THOMASHEWITT charged with the wilful murder WILLIE CUTHIE (a
native) was put to the Bar and arraigned on thetments.

Plea “Not Guilty”.

No Prosecutor appearing and the native widothefdeceased being incapacitated
from giving such Testimony as could be admissiblé.aw to affect the Life of the
Prisoner he was by the Court.

Acquitted.

But being further charged with being an incabig Rogue and vagabond and
pleading Not Guilty.

THOMAS SMYTH, the Provost Marshall being sworn, deposeth tlatérily
believes the prisoner to be a reputed Rogue andbagl and an idle, disorderly
Person without any visible way of getting his Ligjrbeing frequently at large and
found guilty of flagrant cuts of vagrancy in the ads.

EDWARD COLLINS, a District Constable, being also sworn deposkd#i he’s
well known the Prisoner. That he is frequentlyaagé and wandering abroad in the
woods, and inhabiting and associating with the veati contrary to order and
regulations and that he had no visible means oft@aance.

Sentenced to receive 300 Lashes in public aadiate when the greatest number of
natives can be assembled together to witness histituent after which he is to work
in the Gaol gang for the Space of Twelve Calendantlkis from this day.

[original notes:]

[90] Thomas Hewitt to the first count of the ictthent charging him with wilful
murder. pleaded not Guilty.

The Prosecutor at the hearing and the nativeowidf the Deceased not being
Capacitated to give sufficient Testimony to reable fife of the delinquent or
substantiate the Count laid in the said Indictmiestwas by the Court hereupon —
Acquitted.

Source: Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, Minutes &froceedings, State Records
N.S.W., 5/1121

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, Minutes of Procemgl, State Records N.S.W., X905,
pp 323, 329-362 (and see pages 298-320) [1]
R. v. Powell and others
Court of Criminal Judicature
Dore J.A.,15-16 October 1799. [1]
[323] His Majesty’s Territory called New South Wele

At a Court of Criminal Judicature haid®t Sydney in and for this Territory by
virtue of a Precept under the hand and Seal ofAeellency John Hunter Esquire
Captain General and Governor in Chief in and ovir Majesty's Territory Called
New South Wales on Monday the fourteenth day obBat in the Year of our Lord
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One thousand seven hundred and ninety and ninghEofrial of such Offenders as
should severally and respectively be brought betfogesaid Court.

Present,

The Judge Advocate

Captain Henry Waterhouse Captain ~ John McArthur
Lieutenant John Shortland Lieutenant NesKdllar
Lieutenant Matthew Flinders  Lieutenant ThomasiBs

The Precept being read and the Couyt8worn the following Prisoners were
put to the Bar and severally and respectively Aimad on the several Indictments
preferred against them Namely —

... Edward Powell, Simon Freebody, Jamescalfe, William Timms, and
William Butler, for wantonly killing two of the Nates ... now appear to Traverse—
[329] The King v Powell — Freebody, Metcalf — Timnasid Butler

}For wantonly killing two Native Men dhis Territory.

The prisoners being put to the Bar.

Thomas Rickerby, being Sworn, Deposkth on the 19th day of September
last Mary Archer came to him and asked him [330hef had heard of two Native
Boys having been killed. He answered he had noernwdhe replied that such had
been Killed the night before, and enquiring of lieshe Knew who had Killed them
she answered Yes, That John Pearson had tolddteEdiwvard Powell, the Constable,
Simon Freebody, James Metcalfe, William Butler, \afih Timms, Thomas Samburn
and Bishop Thompson were all together when theyewated, but that Sanburn,
Thompson and Pearson had nothing to do with thedemuiThat in Consequence of
this Information, the Witness, being Chief Constaai the Hawkesbury, went up to
Powell's with two more Constables with him namelgvl Browne and John Soare.
That Powell was from home, but in his house werdckle Thompson and (he
believes Timms) and Sanburn making enquiry of tifalrey knew any thing
about the two Boys being Murdered they made answerand all that that knew
nothing about it. But that Sanburn said they wesedacently buried as any of the
white people that were killed by the Natives. Thénass asked said Sanburn if he
would shew him where they were buried, who told him That on leaving Powell's
house he met with Powell of whom he made the likguey about the Murder, who
said he knew nothing about it, he had killed nofithem nor did he know who had.
That Powell refused to inform the Witness whereghiel bodies were buried but on a
Search he discovered and with assistance dug tipeama left the Bodies laying on
the Ground while he went up to the Commanding @©ffiat the Hawkesbury,
Lieutenant Hobby, who went with Mr. Braithwaite atite witness, and the Bodies
were examined when the Hands of both the said Baye tied behind them and a
wound through the Body of the smallest of themfagven by a Cutlass and second
wound on or about the hip as if given also by al@st The other [331] Appeared to
have been shot through the body by a Musket Balltaat one side of his head and
down his face appeared to have been much Cut bytlasS. Powell the Constable
being sent for he was examined and in the firsaimse denied knowing any thing of
the matter but on being further Interrogated sadéll informed that he thought it
was the Governor’s orders to Kill the natives whitsey found them. That Lieutenant
Hobby then told said Powell he had given no suaters nor did he believe the
Governor had given any to that effect. Powell theswered that it was done at the
request of Sarah Hodgskinson the widow of one Hkidgwho had been Killed by
the natives about three weeks before that timet e Witness went to the said
widow and asked if it had been her Request who arevit was. That the Bodies



New South Wales Inquests, 1799; 10 June 2008 3

were then buried and five persons taken into Cyshedleupon, when Powell one of
the Prisoners asked the witness how many he hacklagpled and on being told
replied there were eight of them and they wouldea alike.

Questions proposed by the Court to\Wisess.

You are Chief Constable at the Hawkegbu

Yes.

Have you Known the natives to have bé&mublesome in Committing
depredations and murders about the Hawkesbury?

Yes he has heard of such things halveen done.

Have you not known that after such @géss Parties have been sent in pursuit
of them.

Yes.

Have not the Parties so sent out ofédied some of the natives they were
sent in pursuit of.

He has understood they have.

[332] Have you never known the natiteshave been seized after having
Committed Robberies or perpetrated murder andtsdréad Quarters.

Yes. | remember one Charles who wasesared.

Do you Know what was done with thatvet

Set at liberty. | understand so.

Do you know for what Offence that nativas Committed.

Yes. | heard for Spearing one Goodall.

Do you know from your own Knowledge anly from Common Report that
Charles was the Native who Speared Goodall.

From Common Report.

Did you not hear from Report likewibat it was not him.

Yes. | heard it was not him but thawses in Company with those who did it.

Did you ever hear of the two [deceasediives in question having been
troublesome in parties Committing depredations orders.

Has heard the Youngest Boy was detdntstkaling Corn and was shot at and
wounded, and that the eldest was he heard concabmda Killing a Man upon the
Race ground but that he believes the said two emthave since lived in habits of
friendly Intercourse with the Settlers.

[333] Do you not know that after théimas have committed depredations and
even murders that they have been received intbdbees of the Settlers.

Yes they have.

Isabella Ramsay being duly sworn Defiogkeat about the time the above
natives were killed she believes the Evening ofdlmme day the three natives came
into her dwelling house at the Hawkesbury with tiesket of Thomas Hodskinson
who had been lately killed by the natives in theod® and delivered up said Musket.
That Freebody and another Person then came intdhdbee of the Witness and
questioned the natives as to what manner said Hodgs had been killed. They in
the best manner they could explained he was kiledhe sake of the victuals he had
with him and that there were three of them in théirg of him. That the night
preceeding [sic] the murder three other nativeptshth him. That they passed part
of the next day together and toward the eveningereadlre and eat, after which the
said Hodgskinson and Wimbolt laid them down undher Covering of Blankets that
the said three other natives afterwards secured th® Muskets and ut said
Hodgskinson and Wimbolt to death with their Waddihat said Freebody and his
Companiion having left the house the former shaafter returned accompanied by
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Powell. That soon after the biggest of the natiyetsup for a drink of water towhom
Powell said you shall have no water here you halledka Good fellow and you shall
not live long. John Pearson a neighbour then canvehen the same native got up a
second time for a drink of water, when Freebodyeghvn some water, and Powell
said they should be killed for they have killed artlty good fellow and it will be a
pity to see them go away alive. Butler soon afeanan to the house of the witness
with a bright Cutlass and asked if the natives wibege saying what sentence shall
we pass on these blackfellows. | will pass sentengself. They shall be hanged.
Metcalf came into the house of Witness [334] witveral others, who said we will
not Kill them we will carry them out as the mearidinding the natives who Killed
Hodgskinson. Powell then enquired of the Witnesshé had any Ropes, being
answered no, said that it was pity they should psces he understood it was the
Governors and Commanding Officers orders that th&éves should be killed
whenever they could be met. Said Powell then die&utler to go to his house and
bring some Rope. Who went and returned with oneeRsgying he could find no
more there. When Powell himself went and brouglvim other Ropes, and the hands
of all the three of the Natives were tied behindnth and all the people who had by
this time assembled at her house in great numbdo®k out the said Natives. And in
about a quarter of an hour after they had leftitvese the Witness heard the report of
two Muskets being fired.

Question from the Prisoners to thisna/gs.

Relate to the Court in what mannerrtagves were armed when they Came to
your House.

They had each got a Spear, a WomarnabaaWaddy and Hodgskinson's
Firelock. That one of them having a Coat MetcaMibich being pulled off a
Tomahawk was thereunder Concealed up his arm.

Question from Prisoner Metcalf.

Did | not tell you when | brought thatives in with Hodgskinson’s piece that
the said three natives had acknowledged sleepitigadgskinson in the woods the
night before he was Killed.

| recollect something of your sayingtthhey had slept with him either the
night he was Killed or the night before but she wasnuch frightened that she cannot
Recollect.

Did not Jonas Archer inform you thag #ldest of the deceased Natives was
concerned in the murder of the Man on the Racergtou

Yes | have heard him and several otbayshe same.

[335] Question by Powell.

When | came in and found you alone wWiité natives in your house did you
not tell me that you was glad to see me for you iwdsar for your Life.

Yes | was glad to see you come in it other mean with you for | was in
fear for myself and children.

Why did you stand so much in fear & tfatives, have you ever sustained any
Loss of Injury by them.

We have been Robbed by the nativedroat their general Inhuman behavior
she was the more afraid of them, and from hearfribeodepredations they frequently
Committed.

David Browned being Sworn.

Deposeth to have seen the Bodies oddiedeceased Natives which appeared
to him to have been murdered and he was orderedkéoCare of them until they were
buried. That the witness lives at the Hawkesbud/the Natives are a very dangerous
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set of People and not to be trusted and after a ghas them all he has got they
would not scruple to Kill him. That about two Yeago he was bringing water for his
stock when one of the natives threw a Spear atwinch struck him in the Throat,
that in pursuing said native three others came higslwrendered it necessary for the
witness to return to his home. That the next daSettler was killed as he was
informed. He the witness also Knows of many Rolg#seand Murders by the natives
Committed.

Thomas Lambourne being sworn Depodethabout Three weeks ago he was
at work on the farm of Edward Powell when Jamescilébne of the prisoners came
to him with a Firelock on his Shoulder and told hi had been alarmed by three
natives on Forrester’'s farm where he was workingiclv natives had a [336] musket
with them, who delivered the musket to said Metedifo Carried the same home.
That the witness then went to Forrester’s house, s#lling before described of
Isabella Ramsay where the witness found three emidi whom he asked if there
were not more of them, who answered there was and@hlled Major Worgan out
upon the Ground. That the witness went down to dnu stopped with him about an
hour, and returned to Forrester’'s House about amten in the Evening when the
people were coming out of said house with threévesit that hearing a Caution of
take Care or you'll be shot, the witness left thémd standing behind a Tree for his
own security he heard the Report of two musketadéred, that he went up to the
place from whence said Report came ha saw twoemtaying dead being two of the
three he had before seen in the hose as abovédaad.the people talked about
Burying them but that he then departed and wenttathis Business.

Question by the Prisoner Metcalf.

Did not Jonas Archer tell you that #ldest native killed was Concerned in
the murder of the Man upon the Race ground.

Yes he did.

By the Court.

What number of Persons do you thinkenessembled on the above occasion
when you saw the two natives dead.

There were more than the Prisonerstetimight be Ten, | cannot speak
certain.

[337] questions by the Court.

Name any of those that were then pitesen

Answer. | cannot.

Where [sic] you not present at the tilme two murdered natives were buried.

No | was not.

When you went to the hose of Ramsaysawvd the three natives, did you go
alone.

Yes | did.

This witness having grossly prevaridaite his Evidence before the Court and
having departed from the Examination to which he ®&orn before the Committing
Magistrates whereby he connived at being admittedyK Evidence, and verifying
no part thereof The Court do Order the said Thotremsbourne to be taken into
Custody and Stand Committed for the next Criminali®@ to answer such Charges as
shall then be preferred against him.

John Pearson being sworn deposeth [BsatWednesday was a month he
called in at the house of Isabella Ramsay wherotied three natives of whom he
made enquiry who had killed Hodgskinson who infodrifee witness that Terribandy,
Major White and others whose names he recollects (idhat Terribandy is the
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reputed brother of the eldest native that was H)lland one of the said natives on
being asked by the Witness what they did there sesg had brought in the Gun of
the deceased Hodgskinson and had given it up tecaifeThat Freebody and Powell
then came in when the Woman expressed herselitigggdhad come as she was very
much [338] Frightened at the natives being thet@tThe woman and her Children
were all at Supper at this time when Timms, Budled Metcalf with Thompson and
he believes Lambourne came to said House. Thaeimé¢aring of the Witness Butler
(who he thinks had a Cutlass in his hand) Called“ahere are these natives, leave
them tome I'll soon settle them”. Butler then asked Rope, but none being in the
house Powell said if you will go over the way yoill find two Ropes upon the Dogs.
Butler then went out and returned with some Rofé&® witness went out to Cut
some weed and on his return into the house sathtbee natives with their hands tied
behind them and some Rope round their Necks. Tieasdid Natives were then taken
out by several Persons namely Timms, Butler, Métdateebody, Powell and
Thompson. That the witness remained in the housgenhe was accustomed to sleep
and to Keep the woman Company. That about a quaftan hour afterwards he
heard the Report of two Guns fired, soon after WwtacPerson he believes to have
been Timms returned to the house and made enduiry $pade with which he went
away. That the witness retired to rest immediatdtgrwards as also did the woman
and he heard no more of them. The witness furtlegoses that one of the said
Natives in the pulling off a Coat dropt a Tomahawtkich had been secreted in the
sleeve there up his Arm.

At Three o’Clock the Court adjournediumomorrow Morning at Ten in the
forenoon.

[339] Wednesday 16th October 1799. Theairt met at Ten o'Clock pursuant
to Adjournment.

Rex versus Powell and others} Continued

Lieutenant Thomas Hobby New South Walssps being duly Sworn
deposeth that he was Commanding Officer at the Idaliry when Thomas
Rickerby Chief Constable there applied to him refpg a murder Committed on teh
Body of two Natives, requesting that the witnessuldogo with him to view the
Bodies which he accordingly did and in the wayhe place where they were the
witness met with Mr Roberty Braithwaite who he akke accompany him and they
proceeded together with said Rickerby, and vieviiedobdies of two Male Natives on
the younger of which they discovered one wound tisaileft Breast, and another in
or about his back which appeared to the Witneskatee been wounds made by a
Cutlass. On the other Native near the Jaw the ivasdhearly severed from the Body.
That the hands of both said natives were tied ldebmthe back of each of them.

The witness sent for Powell one of Bissoners and examined him respecting
the said Murders who denied fro some time any kadgg thereof, but said Powell
acknowledged he was present but did not Kill thd Blatives. That Metcalf was also
questioned by the witness who answered him toikeedffect as Powell had done.
That on the return home of the witness he met Feelbnother of the Prisoners who
he also examined but does not recollect partioulaHat he said. The witness further
deposeth that Powell told him that he understoodais the Commanding Officers
orders also the Governors that all the Natives lshbe killed. The witness replied he
had never given such Orders nor did he believeGbeernor had given any to that
Effect, and that Powell said it was done at thégasion of the Widow Hodgskinson.

[340] Question by Powell
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What orders did you give to a partysofdiers who went out to bury the Body
of Thomas Hodgskinson who had been killed by thevds.

My orders to the Soldiers were to go with the Men who were going out to
bury the Bodies of Hodgskinson and Wimbolt (who evenurdered by the natives
about two months since) “That if they fell in widmy Natives on the Road either
going or returning to fire in upon them.” And myas®n was that having been
morning informed that the said Hodskinson and Wilhbad been most inhumanly
murdered by being dreadfully beaten and Mangled, innconsequence of Serjeant
Goodal being badly speared by the natives diresti@eeived from his Excellency
Governor Hunter who he consulted on this Occasto8yaney, he returned to the
Hawkesbury with Orders to act discretionally agaihe Natives. [Alternative version
in margin:] of Serjeant Goodals having been baglgased by the natives, he waited
on the Governor to receive his directions who @esihim to Act discretionally
against the Natives, that he then signified to &mvernor his Intention that if the
Natives should commit any more depredations to send Party to kill five or six of
them

Question by the Court. What were yoaasbns for giving such Orders and by
what authority did you give them.

Answer. About two months since or tla@uts | was informed by different
people that it was the intention of the native€tme down in numbers from the Blue
mountains to the Hawkesbury and to murder some hef white People and
particularly some of the Soldiers. That a day oo @&fter receiving this Information
one Smallsalts came to the Witness and informedthah on the day before he had
been attacked by the natives on the Road betweearRatta and the Hawkesbury
and that had he not been armed with a loaded maskea Brace of Pistols he should
have [341] been murdered as the Natives hove ohem8pears at him. The witness
then came down to Sydney and waited on the Govenading him acquainted with
these circumstances. That the day following Andi¢awmpson a Constable from the
Hawkesbury came down to Sydney and informed thaesg that Serjeant Goodall a
Marine settler on the Road between Parramatta lamdHawkesbury who being at
work on his own Grounds was attacked by severavemiand dreadfully wounded
inasmuch that he could not be expected to Live. Witeess again waited on the
Governor with this Information who appeared mucéptiiased at the Conduct of the
natives. The witness who had been subpoenaed dov8ydney on a Trial, then
observed to the Governor that the sooner he redutmehe Hawkesbury he thought
the better. The Governor was of the same opiniohewWthe witness asked the
Governor on what was best to be done if the natom#inued to Commit such
enormities, who answered that something must bee.d@n which the witness
signified to the Governor his Intention that if thatives should still continue their
violent outrages of sending out a Party of the tslil to kill five or six of them
wherever they were to be found. Whereupon the wiineceived the Governor’s
directions to act discretionally against the natiged he left it entirely to the witness.
That the next morning he left Sydney and returnredhe Hawkesbury where he
arrived on the second day. About Ten o’Clock on Ewening of the Day of my
arrival there Corporal Farrell called upon him witie Information that he knew
where to take the natives that had wounded Serf@aatial who was then reported to
be Dead. The witness then ordered said Corpoitaka Soldier with him and go in
pursuit of them immediately, and desired the natireght not be fired upon unless
they made resistance, in which Case to bring threiead or alive or words to that
Effect. The next morning said Corporal [342] reedrbringing with him a Native
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called Charley which native the witness sent dowtlen a Guard to the Governor. On
the return of said Guard the Corporal and one efptivate Soldiers namely Henry
Lambe came to the witness and informed him thatstieé Native was according to
Orders taken before the Governor, who expresseddtiinm the hearing of the Guard
of Soldiers that he could not take upon himselpumish the native in Cool blood but
that the Commanding Officer at the Hawkesbury sthdnaive punished him upon the
Spot where he was taken.

By the Court.

Do you know that the native you orderied be sent into Sydney was
concerned in the wounding of Goodall.

| received Information from Corporalrfal that said Native was concerned.
That | then went to the Native who denied woundswpdal but that he was present
and offered to take me or any other person as lldveend to the Native, who did,
known by the appellation Major White, which | deeld from supposing that this
offer was made only to afford him an opportunityriake his escape.

Did the settlers make any represemat@you on the discharge of the said
Charley the native.

Yes, many of them said they were nd¢ $a their Houses neither did they
consider the Crops secure upon their Grounds atds#id Native was a great Savage
and had been concerned in murdering a Person oRabe Ground and supposed to
have been concerned in other Murders.

[343] Question. When you sent a Paftgaldiers out in pursuit of the natives
were they accompanied by Settlers or any otherig¢ien of Persons.

Yes they were and | believe by several.

Did you when you gave orders to thetyPty go out and shoot any of the
natives they should meet with consider these orebdending to the Settlers or others
that accompanied the Party.

Yes | did upon that Excursion only.

Are you positive that your orders wesee explicit as that the whole Party
understood they were only to attack the Nativedstvbin that Excursion.

The orders | delivered to the Serjeaste, but it's possible they might be
misunderstood.

Do you know that any of the prisonemwvnarraigned were present on the
above Party.

| do not positively known but have r@aso suppose they were from a remark
made to me by Metcalf that had | seen the bodid4oafgskinson and Wimbolt that |
should have thought nothing of the natives being@uadeath.

You mention a Resolution of the Natitescome down in numbers and Kkill
several white people, particularly Soldiers. Hawau yany Knowledge why they
formed such a Resolution.

Yes. | have heard it was in consequerica native woman and Child being
put to death by a Soldier called Cooper.

Did you hear by Report or do you Kndwattsaid Cooper was the Person who
put said Woman and Child to death.

[344] Answer. | heard it from Report kly Braithwaite.

Question. Do you know that any violehes ever been offered to the Natives
or injury done them by the white me, without pressoviolence committed by the
Natives upon the white People.

No | do not Know of any violence commmit on the Natives at the
Hawkesbury or elsewhere without provocation beivgig
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Since you have resided at the Hawkaspray how many white people have
been Killed by the Natives.

Two killed, one wounded so as to beé flef dead, one attacked and repeated
Thefts.

How many Natives have been Killed byte/feople.

Two since my Command at the Hawkesbviz, Two Months.

Robert Braithwaite Gentleman being Swdeposeth — That on or about the
20th. September last, he accompanied LieutenantmiioHobby and Thomas
Rickerby to the bodies of two male natives who badn put to death. That the hands
of both were tied behind them. The wounds uporYihenger of them were one about
the right Loin and another about the Left Breasicilappeared to the witness to have
been given by a Cutlass. And upon the other of thelarge wound appeared about
his Chin and the appearance of a Musket ball walrait his right breast. That being
informed Powell one of the Prisoners was Concerineilling said Natives the
Witness examined him who denied any knowledge diereut on being further
pressed by the Witness who had Killed the Boy, Rloareswered it was so dark he
could not see the Person. Being asked the liketigmeas to the death of the other
Native said Powell's Reply was the same in efferttie former. The witness
observing that it was a very cruel way of Killifgetn even had they been detected in
Committing [345] any Act of Depredation. Powell lied had the witness seen the
Bodies of Hodgskinson and Wimbolt how they had heendered by the Natives that
he would not have thought it so inhuman and Pofwether informed the Witness
that the said natives were killed at the desirthefWidow Hodgskinson.

Question by the Court. How long have yesided at the Hawkesbury.

About Twelve months.

Since your residence there how manyevpheople have been killed by the
Natives
| recollect four men to have been killed and Gobbleing very desperately wounded
by them and that a several of them of the witnesses attacked by several natives
one of which he shot in his own defence after bétdpbed of a Kangaroo he had
Killed.

Pray how many natives have been killed by New whéeple since you have lived at
the Hawkesbury

About Five including the one killed by my Servant.

What is the state of security or danger of thelesstof the Hawkesbury with respect
to the Natives.

I conceive the property of the Sellers on the friamns to be and safely secure in
popular situations. Those of the back farms and/alblee Creek in remote situations
are exposed to great danger from the natives antities the persons of the people
are insecure both on these farms and when theybmdgavelling on the Roads and
the witness know the several [346] single pers@wetbeen attacked on the Road by
the natives although such persons have been armed.

David White being Sworn Deposeth That on the Evgnihe above two natives in
Question were said to be Killed he heard some @estivying out and heard the report
of a Musket and in about two thirds of a minutemftards he heard a second report of
a Musket fired that in Consequence thereof he wdentn to the spot pem whence he
heard such shots and calling in all the house afdwi Hodgskinson who was not at
home at the time he waited when the said woman danaecompanied by Simon
Freebody and Mr Timms when the two latter inforntileel witness they had that two
natives were killed, Simon Freebody told the wis#sat that Powell had fired at a
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native that Butler was holding by a Rope but rotrsineck but let him escape and
that one other native the said Simon Freebody oetlto have killed himself by
thrusting a Cutlass into him and the third nativeowvas held by Timms Metcalf shot
through the Body.

Question by the Prisoner Powell.

Was the witness at home when he heard the Natimes @

Yes | was

At Half past Two o’clock the Court adjourned umtimorrow morning Morning

Ten o’clock.

[347] Thursday seventeen

October 1799: at Ten o’clock the Court met pursuardgdjournment, and proceeded
on the trial of Freebody and others.

Continuation.

Jonas Archer being duly Sworn deposeth that abeuiveeks ago a native called
Yellowgowy came to the house of the witness wheeddkim who of the native had
Killed Thomas Hodgskinson and Wimbo when the sativa answered a native
called Major White had killed him and mentioned ti@ne also of one other native
which the witness does not remember and descrthmghanner in which said murder
was Committed said that said White and other nadRue their Davels (a sought of
spear) into said Hodgskinson and Wimbo the nexttdaylder of the two natives that
were killed (as in Formen Evidence named) caméeontitness who told said Native
that him who told the said native that said nativVhite the native had got the Gun
belonging to deceased Hodgskinson, and desiredchgo and get it. That the witness
went to the widow of the said Hodgskinson and tedd that she would get the Gun in
a few days, and the said Native Boy accordinglyhaswitness Hath been informed
brought in the said Gun.

Question by Court. Did you understand from the WatYfellowgowy that the native
Major White attended the deceased Hodgskinson aintb@/as friends in the woods.
Yes.

Yellowgowy said that White met the deceased Hodgski and Wimbo in the woods
and asked them if they had got any Pheasants baswered No they made a fire and
sat and the native made another being Evening aBootdown which the natives
invited them to do disclosing [348] they would g¥teasants the next day that in the
night the said Natives put them to death as befated.

What was the reasond you suppose that the saicesgiut them to death.

Possibly for the sake of their provisions or beeawdmbo had the daughter of the
Comrade of said White living with him.

Do you mean to say the said natives daughter watfp detained by Wimbo.

No.

| know she might have let him had she Chaused.

Did you go out with Party who went to Bury the beslpf the deceased Hodgskinson
and Wimbo and in what state did you find them.

Yes | did go out, and saw said two Bodies nakeceiem) by wood and both were
speared in the Bodies and otherwise mangled tHeatl® provisions and Arms and
Blankets were taken from them.

Did you Personally know this native Called Major k&h

Yes | knew him well and he was under engagemeattompany me in the woods at
the time he killed Hodgskinson and Wimbo.

Did you Know of what tribe the two natives who wéiked belonged.
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| have often seen them with Major White and hedwels one of them did belong to
the tribe indeed they have often been together pfarm

[349] Was the deceased Hodgskinson on friendlydexith the Natives.

Yes | think he was he always has seen him treat &iadly by harbouring them and
feeding Reece in his House.

Do you know what orders the soldiers had and did fgel yourself authorised to do
when out on that the excursion to bury the deceakaénamed.

I know not what orders the soldiers had in Paréicbiut understood it was to Kill any
natives the Party could meet with and that was mgriion.

Did you understand the orders to kill the nativesento be enforced after the above
expedition.

Yes | did nor should I have thought myself doingng by killing any of the natives
afterwards.

What do you know of the Character of the two Natitleat were Killed and of the one
who ran away.

The one who ran away stole fouls from me and oréhefdeceased stole Corn from
my Barn and that the other being the eldest hebkas informed was informed was
Concerned in murdering informed the witness thatlhibther had murdered a man
upon the Race ground.

Do you know how many white men have been Killedtlmy natives during the time
that you have lived at the Hawkesbury.

[350] I have five or six Years at the Hawkesburd ao the best of my Recollection
Twelve white Persons have been put to death bgahiees.

How many natives do you recall being Killed by iNaite Persons.

About Twenty to the best of my recollection.

Are not the settlers or their Men in the habitdaking the women from the natives
and that the native men are presented taking theay @ahrough fear of their fire
army.

In two Instances | remember lately but cannot sagther they were women were
detained by force but they were taken away agé#mesinclination of their native men
and | know that said two women were Comon to thet¥hen from Choice.

Here the Evidence Closed on the part of the Crown.

The prisoners produced a Defence in writing at Wiie following is a Copy_

William Fuller the first witness Called on the paftthe Prisoners being duly Sworn
says that he lives resides at Richmond a free mdriges by his labor about three
That sometime before Wimbo the deceased went ingavbods the witness lent him
a Blanket [351] and one of the Blacks little Jemome of the natives the eldest [?]
that were Killed with several other native men av@men the Gin or wife of said
Jemmy had us which woman who severally came tt¢lise of the witness and had
wrapped round her a blanket which he well knew dctile same he had lent to the
said Wimbo and the witness was desirous of takirg gaid Blanket which was
refused and the woman and other natives all rary édan the house and the Blanket
yet remains among the natives.

By the [?]

of the prisoners: Did you see this Blanket in tlesgession of the natives before the
said Hodgskinson and Wimbo two natives were sailthige been killed.

Yes | did but | cannot say as to the time but thatas about a fortnight before the
said Hodgskinson and Wimbo were known to have kélenl by the natives.
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Was you with the Party of soldiers and others wlemtwout in pursuit of the natives
and to Bury the two Bodies of Hodgskinson and Wimbo
Yes | was.
Were any of the Prisoners of that Party.
Yes two Metcalf and Freebody.
How far did you Consider yourself at liberty to @gainst Natives if you met with
any.
To shoot them if | could.
[352] supose any natives should have come into faun after the above expedition
would you have shot them.
If I had seen any | suspected to have been Contemnthe number murder of said
Hodges and Wimbo | certainly should.
William Goodall being Sworn. Deposeth that aboxtveeeks ago he was working on
his Grounds when a Party of natives about twelvaumber came and without the
smallest provocation alarmed him by a desperatelativith their spears and also
brutally beat him with their waddies after woundinghe breast and in two places on
his back with three spears and had not the witresssfrom them they would have
killed him on the spot. That among their numbematives he knows one who is
called Charley. That on the witness making his @soaith a spear sticking in his
Back the said natives pursued him even to the dbbis house. That the said Charley
was afterwards apprehended at the Hawkesbury aefahe Prisoners who had thus
wantonly attacked the witness and was escortegdoey by a Party of soldiers as a
prisoner to his Excellency the Governor and whenBxcellency (as the witness was
informed by the Corpl of the Guard) examined saidar®y who was released
liberated without any punishment.
Before the prisoners at the Bar were brought talTid you think yourself at liberty
to retaliate on the natives for the Injury you madeived
Yes | did
What is your Opinion now since these prisoners Hsaen put on the Trial.
| wish to be informed after this attack on my lifew | am in future to act.
[353] Did you not serve in the detachment at thevkésbury as a Sergeant in the
Military.
Yes | did upwards of two Years and that | was dasghd two years ago last April
since which | have lived as a free Settler.
Do you recollect during your Service at the Hawkegbnatives committing any
murders Robberies or other outrages
| do several some | particularly well remember
What steps were taken to punish such natives
There were Parties of soldiers frequently sent toukill the natives but being the
senior Sergeant sent there | had the Care of tke$Sand did not go out with any
detachments myself.
From whom did you receive your orders from timeirtee at the Hawkesbury
| received my orders in unity from Captain John Mit@r at Parramatta, and which
were issued in consequence of a number of murdenst ghat time committed by the
natives.
Do you not know that the like orders have beenrafepeated by the Offices
Commanding detachments at the Hawkesbury
Yes | do

Was you not Sent to the Hawkesburyttierexpress purpose of defending the
settlers from the attacks of the Natives in consega of the Representations from the
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Settlers that they use they were in danger of bemgdered by the natives.
| was
[354] Have you any knowledge of why the Naviesckga you in Plan.

Nine
Peter Farcell Corporal in the New South Wales Cdmpiag duly Sworn Deposeth.
That on the 7th day of last month about nine olclaicnight the witness was in the
Barracks at the Hawkesbury when Joseph Phelpglersetme in and reported there
was a Party of natives near his farm who were kntavhave been present at the
spearing of Goodall and that said Phelps told tlieess he came in for the purpose
of informing their Commanding Officer there of bgimnder some alarm for his
property he requested a Party might be sent odtive them away. The witness then
waited on Sergeant Thomas Hobby the Commanding@ffvho told him to take a
soldier with him and the said Phelps who was alsoed with a Firelock and they
went to the house of one John Burne where the sstaed his Party apprehended two
natives the one called young Charley and the athked Cappy from the Character
the witness had heard of the former he just sechiradand with the other native bids
them both away on our return to the Barracks thiee&appy effected his Escape in
which the witness fired at him and has since beésrmed wounded him. Charley
was brought into the Barracks and the next daywlieess was ordered to hold
himself in readiness escort to a party to Sydneth waid Charley with a Party to
Sydney by his Commanding with a letter from Liewdby to his Excellency which
he also diluted that his Excellency made enquirthefwitness Corporal of the Guard
who he [355] Hodges there, the witness answeratljttivas a native who was known
to have been at the Spearing of Goodall and remgitseveral other barbarous
depredations. Well says the Governor what am btevith him why did not your own
commanding Officer at Hawkesbury do something whitin. The witness answered
his Excellency he supposed it was from a wish tkev@more public example of this
Native. The God. replies it was not in his powegiee orders for the hanging all the
shooting of such Ignorant Crealurey who could netnbade sensible of what they
might be guilty of therefore could not be treatedading to our Laws. The witness
then requested to know what was to be done inGhae when the Governor told the
witness that immediate relations should be madierspot or words to that effect as
that was the only mode he could think upon. Thates®ystanders observed that was
impossible for the natives took advantage the teme place. Then replied his
Excellency as soon as they can be catched. Ther@mvthen admonished the said
native Charley as to his future Conduct and ordesed Native to be discharged and
as the witness is informed ordered said Charlepetdaken up to Mr Cumming at
Parramatta with where he has lived. The witnessrmetl to the Hawkesbury and
made report verbally to his Commanding Officer dfatvhad been done which he
publicly also repeated among the settlers. Theasgrfurther says that the Governor
ordered said native under the Care of Mark Floddetdtaken up to Mr Cummins with
upon he had long lived as said to be further adsiheul
The Court at Half past Three o'clock
adjourned until ten o'clock tomorrow
Ten o’Clock
[356] Friday 18' October 1799
The met at Ten o’clock pursuant to Adjournment
Rex v Powell &c } Prisoner Defence Continued
John Tarlington being sworn Deposeth _ That withfiew days before the man upon
the Race ground was killed but he cannot speciytiine in Plan the witness who
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resides near Toongabbie about two hours walk frben riatives resort about the
Hawkesbury and the Creek on Sunday morn: two metiiges came to his House one
of them called little Charley and the other McNamahe witness welcomed them
into his house and the freeman his servant aldo & Master shook hands with said
Natives who left their Spears outside the house, asked for Bread which the
witness gave them they then asked for meat whielwilness said bye bye as it was
then dressing. Having suspicion of more nativesingrthe witness went out to lock
and saw four coming toward the house walking twd @&avo abreast one the witness
knew to be called Major White and one other Lule@Geho was the youngest of the
two Natives since killed said to be killed by pneos the other two he knew also to be
called Terrlbandy and Jemmy the latter the eld¢h@ftwo natives killed as aforesaid.
The witness also welcomed the said four natives hit house at which time the meat
and cabbage was taking up, which the witness shamegshg them and gave them
more than they could Eat as they left apart. Lubar@®y getting up for some water
stepped out of the door who the witness followedde what he was about when he
saw more natives twelve of Fifteen approaching towiis house. The witness
welcomed them into the house also and they left Bygears at the door same as the
others had done [357] His wife and Freeman Sergawé to them the remainder of
the meal and victuals that had been left. Thatktlofethe former natives namely Geo:
Jemy and Charley asked the witness for Melons wiai them to the Melon bed
leaving the other natives in the house with hiseveihd freeman and whilst said three
natives were eating Melons on the bed in the gavdesre they grew native Jemmy
went some little distance from the melon ground ahdoting out something in the
native dialect which the witness did not understabdut Twenty or Thirty natives
thereupon immediately Came out of the Bush andiesélthe witness friendly. That
the natives then in the house hearing the voicebeMelon bed Came out to join
them and the freeman servant to the witness follb#tem out, when the natives
dispersed themselves about the Ground some taking @hers Melons. The witness
hearing a voice saw a white man who came to himthey saluted each other the
strange white man asking the witness if his name meat John Tarlington to which he
replied yes and your name is Nicholas Redman iml ot mistaken, | suppose
continued the witness you want to see Joseph Molmy said yes then said the
witness he will be here presently soon after saisedh Molony came up to the
witness before he went to his acquaintance sayrtge witness "John what brought
all of these natives here". That the natives treking for more bread and none being
in the house the wife of the witness went out tosgene accompanied by Charley the
native in a few minutes after her leaving the hatsenative Terribandy threw a spear
at the witness freeman Joseph Collins which wourmi@dso desperately that he died
in a few days after they then attacked the witreess wounded him in three places
with spears besides beating him with waddies. Tibawvas fortunate [358] enough to
escape and saved his life by concealing himseHl inss that the youngest of the
natives called Lule Geo: said to be put to deathth®y prisoners threw a spear
wantonly through his arm and a wound he receivdddgrside was given him by Jemy
the other native said also to be killed by theqmers. That Nick Redman was next
barbarously murdered and mangled and Joseph Melasyalso severely wounded in
endeavouring to escape. That the said natives thlandered the house and
displacement of his stock and every kind of propée had. That when the witness
thought they were gone he came from his concealarahtwent in quest of his wife
who he found had been severely beaten by Charley.
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Pty the Court } Were the two natives supposed t&ilked by the prisoners concerned
in the murder of N Redman

Yes they were

How long is it since the murders happened

About 18 months ago

How old do you suppose the native called Lule Geight then be

About the 11 or 12 years of Age but | cannot spealny certainty they are so
deceiving in their age, Jemmy appeared to be 1% gears old.

Have you heard of any other Inquiries committedshid Charley upon the white
people since

| heard of Goodall being wounded by said Charley

How did you hear said Charley had wounded Goodall

By Report

[359] Henry Baldwin being duly Sworn

Question by the prisoners

Relate what Inquiries you have received from the hatives said to have been killed
by the Prisoners

Answer: | detected them with others stealing myrCand | have frequently been
Robbed by Men and Natives

William Bladey duly Sworn. Deposeth that about sizeks ago he was out Duck
shooting and met a native Called Major White and oalled the young Jemmy the
latter is said to have been killed by the prisonarsl a third native name unknown
they all came up to the witness and were armed 3pimars. White enquired of him if
he had got any Ducks who answered no and asked/daii¢ why the natives were
angry with the white men who replied that they wangry with the white men and
particularly with the Soldiers, when White shewediratention of throwing a spear at
the witness which he poised towards him, who thavewtepped back and Guarded
himself against a Tree, when he discovered anéthdy of natives making up to him
the first of whom he well knew to be called MajooWyan, of whom he asked why
the natives why the natives were angry with himwlitmess. When Worgan Replied
they were not angry with him for he was a very géeltbw but that the Soldiers were
very bad. The foremen Party now joined the latted #hey all went off a little
distance from the witness seemingly to consultttegyeafter which the native Charley
returned to the witness and asked him if he wasgghome who through fear said no,
the said natives than all departed together. Tleess soon after went home where
he was informed by his wife the same natives seenin number and many of
whom she knew and described to her Husband hade®loaihd plundered the house
of the witness of every thing and they thought prap take away with them

Question by the Court} Do you know the reason wing hatives are so very angry
with the white men and the Soldiers

Ans: No _ accept by Report | have heard of a natiwenan and child being killed by
a Soldier but do not know the reason why they vger&illed.

Question proposed by Prisoners to Lieut Neil Mc#relbne of the members of the
Court.

Pray Sir when you Commanded at the Hawkesbury witrs did you issue against
the natives for committing depredations on thel&wstt

To destroy them wherever they were to be met witkraheir being guilty of
Outrages except such native Children who were docaésd among the Settlers.
Was that Order ever Countermanded since

Not during my Comand at the Hawkesbury not sindiédbest of my knowledge
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By the Co Cap:

McArthur } By what authority did you givaase Orders

By verbal orders | received from the Governor. | recollect receiving any in
writing to that effect

By Lieut Shortland

When you was Relieved at the Hawkesbury did yowdeidnose Orders with the
Office who Relieved you

I informed him generally how | conducted the Comand

By Lt Flinders

From your never Contradicting the Orders to destreyNatives in Form. Did you
consider the Orders for the destroying them toinaatin force.

Certainly _ otherwise | should have countermandwemnt but it was understood the
natives were not to be injured except in Retaliafrr any Outrage they might have
recently committed

[361] John Francis Molloy being duly Sworn _ Depbstnat there being no regular
Surgeon at the Hawkesbury he was appointed td hete in that capacity and that he
knows in the Course of his practice for Four Yeard a half Twenty six white people
have been killed by the natives and thirteen wodratethe banks of the Hawkesbury
and that several of them were killed and wounde@nwtiefending their property
against the Attacks of the Natives.

The prisoners addressed the Court and statedngmatiiad no other Evidence to call
but as such as would tend to Corroborate what laddy been produced relating to
the general offensive conduct of the Natives thHegrdéfore declined troubling the
Court with the examination of any further witnedtha@ugh there are many at hand
ready to come forward.

The Court being cleared to deliberate on the Veraliti being Reopened the several
Prisoners were put to the Bar and informed thatGbart disapproving of the killing
the Natives Find them severally Guilty sev: y

Of Killing two Natives

But reserve this Case by special Verdict until skase of his Majesty’s Ministries is
known upon the subject the prisoners will therefbee enlarged producing two
sureties to be bound in one hundred pounds eacthantselves individually in £200
each Personally to appear to abide by such Desisisnhis Majesties Ministers at
home may think fit to make on the Case so Resewlag&dforesaid. The Court
disapproving the Conduct of Powell as a Constablerder him to be suspended.

At half past Three o’Clock the Court disposed.

[362]Captain Henry Waterhouse That thesqrers are severally Guilty of
Murdering two Natives without provocation on thertpaf the natives. Captain
Waterhouse adds that by his opinion he means nafféct their Lives because it is
the first instance of such an Offence being brougtiore a Criminal Court and
therefore the prisoners were not aware of the cpresges of the Law.

Lieut John Shortland That the pmims are severally Guilty killing two
natives in a deliberate manner without any provonadn the part of the natives at the
moment.

Lieut Matthew Flinders That the prisoners are salerGuilty of wilfully and
Inhumanly killing two unresisting natives who waret in any Act of Hostility or
depredation

Captain John McArthur

Lieut Neil McKellar

Lieut Thomas Davies
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The Judge Advocate } That the prisoners arersflyeésuilty of Killing two Natives
Opinion as to the Sentence -

The Judge Advocate The Case Speétalserved
Captain Henry Waterhouse Corporal Punishment
Lieut John Shortland Corporal Phmignt
Captain John McArthur The Case Speciabgerved
Lieut Matthew Flinders Corporal Punishment

Lieut Neil McKellar The Case Syl Reserved
Lieut Thomas Davies The Case Splgdreserved
Note

[1] The record of this case appears in two placethé Minutes of Proceedings, in
different handwriting. The version we have chosentains the full text. The other
version omits a large part of the evidence, appigreine to a copying mistake made
in 1799. Apart from the omission of some of thedewice in the second version, the
two are very similar, with only minor difference$ expression. Occasionally we
consulted both versions to help in resolving protden the handwriting. One or two
words in brackets are taken from the other texiclkarify the meaning of the
transcribed text.

Source: Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, Minutes &froceedings, State Records
N.S.W., 5/1121
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SYD1804

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/66, 3 Jun 1804/2c
On Thursday .... Same day a male infant fell intoedl at the upper end of Chapel
Row, and was some minutes after taken out lifeless.
3 Jun 1804/3a On Tuesday last a child fiteen Msmild was drowned in a duck
pond at Parramatta, into which it had accidentallign.

On Wednesday another child little better thatwelvemonth old, also fell into a
well on the Rocks, but having been providentiaéers to fall in, was saved, but with
extreme difficulty. 3b Editorial comment on fatal accidentsin wells.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, II/70, 1 Jul 1804/3a
On Wednesday last an infant about two years oldtaleen to the General Hospital in
the most dismal plight that can be imagined, owinga severe scald. The little
creature had to all appearances plunged headlom@ ipail or kettle of boiling water,
as the head, neck, and breast exhibited a shoskiegjacle.

On Wednesday lassTAFFORD LETT, a carpenter, fell from the roof of a
building, and was severely bruised.
1 Jul 1804/3c EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES:STAFFORD
LETT, for purloining shingles that belonged to Governingas sentenced to the gaol
gang till further orders; ....

SYDNEY GAZETTE, II/72; 15 Jul 1804/2a

MURDER. Early on Sunday Morning last the bodySSEEPHEN BOYLIN [alias
STEPHEN DOYLEN] [buried as BOILING 10 JUL] was found immersed in water
in a cavity nearly at the Northern extremity of tRecks, and when taken out a
quantity of blood gushed from an aperture on tghtriemple, which being examined
by JOHN HARRIS, Esqg. Surgeon of the New South Wélesps, was declared to
have proceeded from a heavy blow with a pointettunsent. The violence of the
stroke had been such as to occasion a fissureeoskilil; and which Mr. HARRIS
had no doubt had been the cause of the unfortunates death. At nine in the
evening an Inquest assembled on the body beforewthe testimony of a number of
witnesses were taken, and at half-past nine at nighJury found a VerdictWilful
Murder against several persons taken into custody onicsasp Two weeks before
his death, the deceased arrived from Wreck RetfdrMarcia; and it was supposed,
had gone in quest of an acquaintance who formedided near the spot where the
body was found: - It was conveyed to the Generalgital, and interred on Tuesday.
15 Jul 1804/3a,b and ¢ Account of the Trial: Asmd, TIMOTHY REARDON,
THOMASLYNCH andMARGARET MACKNIGHT; witnessesDANIEL MAKAY,
Gaoler,JOHN WINTER, Night WatchmanWILLIAM BLUE, a resident, and his co-
habitantELIZABETH WILLIAMS. THOMAS JAMIESON appeared as a character
witness. All acquitted.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, II/73, 22 Jul 1804/2c & 3a

About a fortnight since a fine boy between two #mete years old, strayed from his
father’s farm at Prospect, and was supposed to toavel his way to the house of a
neighbouring settler, as he had frequently gonereein which conjecture the mother
of the child remained undistressed until the follogvday, when being given to
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understand the infant had not been seen by angheeushed into the bush attended
by several friends and neighbours, and about tmites distant from the house near
to a pool of water, found the scattered remairth@foy, whose body had apparently
become a prey to native dogs, and was more thadé&adured.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, Il/75, 5 Aug 1804/3c

The report that prevailed about Parramatta, andtigh we were misled, stating that
the unfortunate infant that strayed from Prospect been partly devoured by native
dogs, was unfounded; but we are extremely sorfigdam that the only fallability of
that account consisted in the circumstances afeitggh: The body of the little creature
having been last week found at the verge of a pondhe neighbourhood of
Toongabbee, where it had doubtless perished thravagih and fatigue.

5 Aug 1804/3b Some days since a child was sevdretgt at Parramatta, by the
explosion of some gunpowder, which accidentallyktéioe in a loft in which the
infant was diverting itself.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, Il/79, 2 Sep 1804/3a

On Wednesday last a labouring man who was emplayddlling on Livingston’s
Hill, near Parramatta, was unfortunately killed &ytree which fell in a direction
probably contrary to the poor man’s expectation.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/80, 9 Sep 1804/2b

NORFOLK ISLAND. A settler of the name @HARLES WOOD was unfortunately
killed by the fall of a tree upon his ground, byiethhe was crushed. He was a young
man of extreme good character, and was univertattgnted by all who knew him.
Being of the Masonic Order, his funeral was onéhefmost respectful that had been
witnessed for a length of time, being followed bynamerous procession of the
fraternity.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/82, 23 Sep 1804/2a
Infant eaten by a pig; also 2b editorial commedhild burnt not fatal Parramatta.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/85, 14 Oct 1804/4a

The following lamentable circumstance occurred lastek in the district of
Hawkesbury:- A fine boy, the eldest son of MDPHN HOWORTH of that place,
was employed in tending his father’s flock; andhe course of the unfortunate day
alluded to was bit in the left arm by a large blaoleke. Growing sick and faint soon
after, the poor little fellow went home, to chilitv horror the hearts of his afflicted
parents, who had to witness his almost immediasodlition.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/86, 21 Oct 1804/2a
and 3b as above with editorial comments; 3b bodyands. Also: On Monday last a
sawyer expired suddenly at the Hawkesbury, whilpleyed in his profession.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/87, 28 Oct 1804/2c

Yesterday se’nnight between the hours of 11 anatli®on the dead body of Mrs.
MARY NICHOLLS, wife of Mr. ISAAC NICHOLLS, was perceived floating on the
water nearGoat Island, and picked up by two labourers employed in gastng.
She was brought to the Hospital Wharf; was remdweeller house, from which she
had absented herself about two in the morning; amdnquest was held upon the
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body, whose Verdict was, “Accidental Death, by mba” - She had visited the
house of an intimate acquaintance the precedinguieye when an extravagant
conduct left no doubt of a mental derangement.riggi22 Oct.]

On Sunday night last the wife [ANN] @GHOMAS BOXLEY, of the Brickfields,
was suddenly seized with violent pain in the stdmamnd observing to her husband
that she thought she was struck with death, regddsis endeavouring to procure
medical assistance; but expired in a few minutess.afBuried 23 Oct.]

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 11/93, 9 Dec 1804/2b
ACCIDENT. On Tuesday last a shocking accidemqpesmed at the yard ¢SAAC
NICHOLLS near the Hospital Wharf, by whidWILLIAM COLLINS, a labouring
servant of the Crown, was crushed to death. Mchdll's men being engaged in
roling a log of immense size and weight onto asedi sawpit, and requiring
assistance, the deceased voluntarily tenderedichis when the piece of timber was
raised about breast high, the weight became toesske to be supported without
ropes or parbuckles; these Mr. Nicholls was himgelfe into the house to procure,
but in the mean time the people were overpowenad véth irresistible force thrown
backwards. The above unfortunate man fell at titeoln of the skids, the log resting
on his head and breast, the former of which wadreadfully fractured, as to occasion
his instantaneous death. Three others were shglgkioruised; Mr Nicholl's
domestic servant having been jammed across the &oid thighs between one of the
ends and a stancheon; another, that had falleratietiee log during its rapid descent,
was also excessively hurt; and a third miraculoeslgaped a fate equally dreadful
with that of the deceased; having received a sem@néusion on the left eye and the
whole side of his face, owing to its rolling exagctbver his head, which very
fortunately escaped resting, on a small billet teatived his neck. [Buried 6 Dec.]
The only relative that Collins ever had in tleeictry was an old man of the name of
CORDUROQY, an uncle, who also met a violent death, havingnbkilled by the
natives during one of their former excesses at3viryth’'s farm.
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[1/98:

13 Jan 1805/2a ACCIDENT. A shocking accidentpeaged at Richmond
Hill, to Mr. FAITHFUL, settler at that place, the consequences of whiish it
apprehended, will be fatal to him. In examining @i his ricks from which the
end of a pitchfork projected, it unfortunately gsed his notice, and he fell
upon it, the prongs entering the lower part of tle#ly, and passing upwards
through his right side.

[1/200:

27 Jan 1805/3c Last Thursday a chMIARTHA MAY] about four years old
was so dreadfully burnt at Parramatta, in consetpi@i her clothes taking
fire, as to occasion the death of the unhappy infaiter five hours
inconceivable torture.

[1/103:

17 Feb 1805/2b SARAH BIDDLESTONE [buried 11 Feb as SARAH
BIGGLESTONE], a poor woman, was on Sunday last delivered \adrg fine
infant, but unhappily expired shortly after. It svéhe will of Providence,
however, that the infant should survive the melahcleircumstances of its
birth; and every necessary attention is paid to ltiee survivor, who
unconscious of its own affliction, prefers a clatm public liberality and
protection.

3a mention of a tombstone for the snake bite child

/117:

26 May 1805/3a During the night of Wednesday ksfine boy, son of
KATHARINE KENING, on the Rocks died without previous ailment, hgvin
gone to bed apparently in good health.

[1/118:

2 Jun 1805/2b & ¢ ACCIDENTAL DEATH. On Wednesdsg/nnight WM
STUBBS, a settler on the river Hawkesbury, was unfortelyatrowned in
crossing that river in a canoe; a second personagasmpanying him, and
when in about the center the vehicle unexpecteglyeyy and the above
unfortunate man depending on his ability to swim shwore, advised his
companion not to quit the boat, as it would be gardrift on the banks. He
did so, and saved his life, and Mr. Stubbs, afeey wearly gaining the shore,
unfortunately became entangled among a clutteeeds, from which unable to
extricate himself, it was his fate to perish in gresence of his children, who
witnessed the melancholy disaster from the banke dccident is the more
afflicting, as the deceased leaves a widow andeldegnily to deplore his
untimely fate; the circumstances that led to wistl heighten the calamity.
The house was the day before surrounded by nativegich appearance Mrs.
Stubbs being excessively alarmed, she fled towdrelsiver side, and would
have precipitated herself into the stream, had rsbie been prevented by
assurances from one of the natives that she anfaets should not be harmed.
They afterwards gutted the house of its whole aasteand retreated with the
plunder, and as soon as the deceased was madenéeduaith what had
happened, were closely pursued towards the Mowthut in vain, as no
single article of the property was recovered. A$ a requisite to comfort
remained to the family, Mrs. Stubbs set out thghinfor Parramatta, in order



to procure a few requisites more immediately watand during her absence
the unfortunate event of her husband’s death tdadep

In addition to the Ilamentable circumstances thahd to multiply
embarrassment upon the above unfortunate family, haee feelingly to
mention, that within the space of twelve monthsythave been four times
bitterly distressed by hostile natives, who haveitter time stripped them of
domestic comforts or “swept theields before them.” The poor child who
sadly witnessed the dying struggles of an unfoteinzarent is a fine boy,
nearly eight years old; and eldest of four helptaghans in the dispensation of
the Divine Will left to deplore a father’s loss.oFpoignant afflictions, happy
for the fortunate, Heaven still provides by bestawits bounties upon some
among the many, who by the most delightful applticagive testimony, that all
Mankind are not insensible of what they owe Prowde and when distress
like this presents her claim to sensibility, genestp step forward to discharge
the debt.
2 Jun 1805/3b On Monday night 1a&tM JOHNSON [buried as SAMUEL
JOHNSON on 28 May], a seaman belonging to the Americap Slavorite,
died suddenly on shore, owing to the fracture bload-vessel, occasioned by
a cough.
2 Jun 1805/4c Yesterday at 12 o’clock an accowd received of a dead
body being floated up by the tide at Double Bayrnéfolloomoolla; in
consequence of which the Provost Marshall as Corovess directed to
investigate the causes of death. A Jury was acgycsummoned, and went
by water to the spot; when, from the putrid stdtéhe body, which was naked,
it was concluded the deceased had perished acaligeaind a Verdict to that
effect was accordingly returned.
111/120:
16 Jun 1805/2b & ¢ On Tuesday a Coroner’s Inquest held on the body of
THOMAS DICK, who had been absent from his house near thelHguoand
from some part of Sunday night. The body was foydesearch in Cockle
Bay on Tuesday, owing to a dog belonging to theesdsed hovering about the
spot where his unfortunate master lay, covered Hey tide at low water.
Besides several bruises about the body, the detdwst received a blow,
apparently with an axe helve or similar implement,the back of the head by
which the skull was laid open. Several personevesamined by the Coroner,
and after an investigation of many hours, the Jatyrned a Verdict - Wilful
Murder, against some person or persons unknowne pidor man got his
livelihood by tending horned cattle for severalvate inhabitants, and being
careful of his little earnings was conjectured ®gmssessed on money, which
he carried about him, and which it is concludenhskited his murderers to the
abominable act. [Buried 12 June.]
16 Jun 1805/4a A person (whose name upon souseaio occasion it might
at present be considered imprudent to make pubiic) some circumstances
rather interesting, apprehended in consequendeediurder of Thomas Dick,
whose melancholy fate is made mention of in theségage of this paper,
was liberated upon the condition of his re-appegavitien called upon, Much
to the credit of the persons who sat upon the Gatsrinquest, they have
generally and individually exerted themselves oh @i the Police, to bring to
light the circumstances attending this horriblenseection, which, though they



at present appear to be enveloped in mystery, itvil§ sincerely hoped, be
ultimately unravelled to the confusion and ignomirfiyhe perfidious offenders.
Horror increases on the reflection, that the uniappect of their barbarity
was old, feeble, and defenceless; a useful membsoaety because he was
industrious, harmless, and inoffensive. A hat, sigpposed to belong to the
deceased, was found between his residence andaite \where the body lay,
but no owner to it has yet been traced; he wasessed of a metal watch,
which he usually wore, as it was useful to his @ation; and this was taken
from him, with every other article of the most linfj value. The body was
interred the following day at the expence of a fafnhis friends in a decent
manner; and humble although his circumstances gitinia latter part of his life
had been, yet report declares him to have beeergfrespectable parents, his
friends residing in the City of Edinburgh, of whiclh was himself a native.
1/124:

14 Jul 1805/4a On Friday last the following dissing accident occurred
upon the Rocks; ... a fine boy nearly four yearsage, son oESTHER
SMITH, was between 8 and 9 in the morning left in thaseowith another
about the same age; and playing near the fire wpposed to have been
pushed into it. The screams of the infant browgpassenger to its assistance,
who found the whole of its clothes consumed, amdpbor child burnt in a
most dreadful manner from head to foot. A MediGantleman from the
General Hospital immediately attending, used ewgrtion to alleviate its
anguish, which the unfortunate little sufferer emdl with extraordinary
patience until four yesterday morning when its ag®rceased for ever......
Many accidents of this kind have taken place, keiten was a more doleful
spectacle witnessed than the above; and pitybtitisome mode of prevention
could be generally adopted; as it is almost mi@esiithat events of this kind
are not still more frequent than they are.

[11/125:

21 Jul 1805/2a Last Wednesday a free labourersavmame was [JOHN]
GREENWAY fell over Toongabbee Bridge, and was stdted. He was said
to be extremely intoxicated when the accident hapge [Buried 20 July.]
/127:

4 Aug 1805/2a Last Friday G. BLAXCELL Esg. as @uer, convened an
inquest upon the body of MHUMPHREY EVANS Settler of Seven Hills,
who died the evening before in consequence of & gteking him in its fall,
The Jury returned a verdict of accidental deatfhe deceased leaves a widow
and two children to bemoan his unexpected losswasluniversally respected
throughout his neighbourhood. On the Inquest jteaped, that at four in the
afternoon of the preceding day he had gone ogrdcure paling for a stye;
but not returning when expected, his wife expressadh anxiety, and at dusk
dispatched a man in search of him, but he returwitigout any tidings of his
master, his mistress directed him to accompanydret,after a long research
discovered the unfortunate object of her anxietiswatched, and across his
breast a heavy oak tree which he himself had fgliRuried 3 Aug.]

111/130:

25 Aug 1805/1c On Friday morninfDPHN RANDALL [ALIAS SAMUEL
SANDALL], a labouring man, was found dead of an apople&y Rarramatta.
Buried 25 Aug.]



25 Aug 1805/2a On Wednesd@xMUEL BLAKELY was crushed to death
by the wheel of a timber carriage, which overs&he unfortunate man was
employed at the carriage; and taken suddenly hihse to ride in. When at
Goose Farm one of the wheels was stopped suddgalstump, and the oxen
still going forward the carriage tilted, the poetldw was thrown out, and the
wheel pitched on his head and breast. He livedesminutes after, and then
expired in excruciating pain. The same day an ésgjwvas summoned by G.
BLAXCELL Esq. Coroner; and the day following thedyowas interred by an

acquaintance in a manner that reflects credit sofiendship and liberality.

The deceased was a native Rifmingham where he left a small family to
whom it was his intention shortly to return. H@snduct was appropriate and
obtained to him respect and confidence. [Buried\@§.]

/131:

1 Sep 1805/2a On Thursday evening report was nmat@wvn that a man

named WM [also JOHN] BRACKEN lay dead at a farm near town; in
consequence of which a Coroner’s Inquest was sumdiand took a review
of the body between 8 and 9 in the evening; - t¥emdict declared the demise
to have proceeded from a long bodily illness. Dhely was directed to be
removed to the General Hospital, from whence therinent took place on

Friday. The deceased was a free man, and had siomebefore been

employed in the charge of stock; but in consequericeevere illness quitting

his situation, at length fell victim to a severeselytery.

The name of the man mentioned last week to haem found dead of an
apoplexy near Parramatta W8ANDAL not RANDALL, as stated in the
account. He had in the forenoon gone into thehoifos fuel; and in the
afternoon was discovered by two persons led thithgn a similar errand,
who at going observed a dog attentively stationed garticular spot; and
upon their return again observing the animal, erathand found the body.
1/133:

15 Sep 1805/2a On Friday morning last a Coronagaest was held upon the
body of an infant that had died during the nighipmosed to be overlaid -
verdict Accidental Death. ELIZA MITCHELL, buried 12 Sep.]

11/134:

22 Sep 1805/3aWILLIAM MILLER was taken into custody on Wednesday
last at Hawkesbury for the Wilful Murder &RIDGET HORAN, by cleaving
her head open with a hoe. Shortly after the pesieh of the barbarous act,
the prisoner rendered himself to the custody obrstable, was taken before
THOMAS ARNDELL, Esg. and by that Gentleman comnditte the county
gaol, wherein he was lodged on Friday;

BENCH OF MAGISTRATES. Saturday, Sept. 2NILLIAM MILLER, for
the wilful murder ofBRIDGET HORAN, was likewise brought before the
Bench, and did not hesitate to declare the fact.

[11/135:

29 Sepl805/2a COURT OF CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. @rriday
morning, the Court assembled, and proceeded totriak of WILLIAM
MILLER, labourer, for theNILFUL MURDER of BRIDGET KEAN, in the
afternoon of the 18th of September, at Hawkesbyhen commanded to



plead to the indictment the prisoner answered “Nailty of the crime
wilfully;” and evidence was then called.

SIMON LUDDITT deposed, that about 2 in the afternoon of the alolay
he observed the prisoner running towards him iatgnaste; that he asked him
if any thing was amiss? & was answerd@s: | have killed Biddy, & am going
to deliver myself up;that the deponent offered to and did accompanyttim
the Green Hills, where he declared his crime to Mrdrew Thompson, chief
constable who, joined by the residentiary Magistratent to the place where
the deceased lay, and sought in vain for the bady thhe prisoner, then in
charge, arrived and instantly put a period to #sarch by discovery with its
unfortunate object, a spectacle the most shockirag; upon approaching the
body, a hoe was found within a few inches of thadhdragments of which
were then adhering to it, and the dreadful instminneuch stained with blood,
the prisoner having previously confessed that hitthaied the eye of the hoe
within the head. The deponent to an interrogatonyer said, that he was by
trade a smith, and that he had himself made thiemgnt for the prisoner and
knew it to be his property.

Other evidence corroborating the foregoing begjage through, the prisoner
was called upon for whatsoever he might have tamck in his defence; but
contented himself with saying, that what he hadedprnoceeded not from
malevolent pre-intention, but from an unbridled nemwary rage.

The Court cleared, and after a short delibematurned a VerdidgBuilty.

The JUDGE ADVOCATE expatiated on the heinous amdbdr@us nature of
the offence, and enjoined the criminal to devote liftle interval allowed him
for repentance to the only hope that remained hohsuing for remission of
his transgressions when arrived at that great mabuefore which, even upon
his own acknowledgement, he had iniquitously semtuafortunate fellow-
creature, from her sex naturally helpless and iabfgpof resisting an inhuman
assault for which not even the smallest provocahtiae appeared, with all her
crimes on her head! The Sentence of Condemnatesntiaen passed: and the
prisoner returned to close confinement.

111/136:

6 Oct 1805/2a On Monday morning the sentencéefaw was executed on
the criminal condemned the Friday before for theestéble crime of murder,
and after the body had remained the usual timeeswlgdl, it was given for
dissection. The unhappy criminal had from theainsf resigning himself to
justice behaved in a manner becoming his situatod, in his latter moments
appeared to have sincerely benefitted from a tepemtance. It would appear
also, that from the fatal moment which consigned to the terrible reproach
of conscience, he entertained no other wish thaatome for his offence by
yielding blood for blood: the emotion that choakesl utterance at the bar of
justice; his acquiescence and passive acknowledgofehe facts upon which
he was condemned, and his resignation at the appfethe awful crisis that
was to usher him into eternity, were combined stitgony that life was no
longer desirable, and no more to be endured whenpitus duties of the
Minister were ended, he ascended the vehicle plaoedeceive him, and
without speaking, was launched off. However byuabridled and horrible
impulse this unfortunate man may have been hurinéol the blackest of
crimes, yet his conduct prior to the event wasdau uniformly commendable;



his age was 23 years; and by his account of hintselfivas a native of
Derbyshire, and of honest and reputable parentage.

[11/140:

3 Nov 1805/2b A fine boy seven years of age, SGHQMAS] of CHAS.
COOPER, was drowned on Tuesday at Parramatta while gathiBuried 30
Oct.]

1/141:

10 Nov 1805/1c A fine boy 18 months old, sotC&THARINE BRANNAN
of Parramatta, was on Thursday last so dreadfoliyded, that the life of the
little unfortunate was utterly despaired of, nohstanding every aid afforded
by the resident Medical Gentleman. The acciderg iwaconsequence of a
large culinary vessel of boiling water being left the floor uncovered, into
which the ill-fated infant unhappily stumbled. Bably BARNABY
BRANNON buried 16 Feb 1806.]

10 Nov 1805/2a  On Tuesday evening a small boavhich four men
imprudently attempted to cross George’s River, sankbout the center, and
two of the people name®ELL andRACEY were unfortunately drowned.
111/143:

24 Nov 1805/1c Confession, later retracted, oftiseder ofTHOS DICK by
aMATTHEW LEE.

24 Nov 1805/2a On Wednesday the infant soGATHARINE BRANNAN
died in extreme anguish at Parramatta, owing tevere scald of which we
before unfortunately had occasion to take notice.

[11/145:

8 Dec 1805/1b A fine boy between three and foaryeIld died on Sunday
night last, in consequence of his getting accessatdottle of spirits
unperceived, of which he drank so great a quamtityto throw him into
immediate stupor, which was succeeded by violemtvaigions; and after
continuing in this doleful condition upwards of tvdays, fell a victim to the
imprudence of those who permitted the liquor toammwvithin his reach.

8 Dec 1895/1c On Thursday a Coroner’s Inquestralsled at Hawkesbury
on the body of WILLIAM YARDLEY, a settler down the river, whose death
was occasioned by the following melancholy circiamses: A considerable
time after himself and family were in bed on Wedtasnight, the house took
fire, and burned with such rapidity as o rendeirtbscape difficult: he succeed
nevertheless, with his wife’s assistance, in snagclnis children from the
flames, and then unhappily returned to save samte dloathing, but the roof
faling in, he perished in the attempt. The bodyh® deceased presented a
ghastly spectacle to the jurors, whose verdict aggsopriate to the event.
1/147:

22 Dec 1805/2b An infant 9 months old was on Téiaysscalded in a dreadful
manner in the Back Row East, owing to a large Vexseoiling water being
set by its cradle, into which the little creaturédhappily pitched headforemost.
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1/147:

19 Jan 1806/ ?? Discovery of the skeletodAWMES HUGHES (absconded
15 Feb 1803); “Hughes was an able active man; kmelivn inlreland for his
abominable depravities; and it is hoped, etc.”

11/152:

2 Feb 1806/2b On the afternoon of Thursday 23dthk youngest son
[JOHN] of WM WALL was taken lifeless out of a hole of water in ttreaam
leading to the tanks between Serjt. Major's and’'sPRow; all the resident
Medical Gentlemen immediately attended, and adofitednode prescribed by
the Humane Society with an earnestness that refle@hor to their feelings,
but unhappily without success. Mr M’'MILLAN Surgeo His Majesty’s ship
Buffalo, assisted in the general endeavour to predtesuscitation, and
continued his labours until a late hour, but regmn was irrecoverably lost.
[Buried 24 Jan.]

11/153:

16 Feb 1806/?? St Philips Br. Child, fa and moeeJiast & three orphans? 5
skeletons found at Combe Down, Bristol. From tiépapers. !HHHITHHIITTTI
1/154:

23 Feb 1806/2b  On Friday se’nnigh®HN MILLER, a labouring man,
dropped dead suddenly on a farm at Richmond Hill.

[11/156:

9 Mar 1806/2a From the observations of personddees in the
neighbourhood of the late unfortunaté YARDLEY, who was supposed to
have perished in the flames by which his habitati@s consumed, a suspicion
arose that he was destroyed by human hands, arttise afterwards set on
fire intentionally to conceal the wilful murder. nQhe first disclosures of the
suspicion every probable means of determining reweomptly resorted to by
Thomas Arndell, Esg. Magistrate at the Green Hilleo with the active aid
and perseverance of Mr Thompson, chief constablehie district, collected
such information as at the present juncture tafyuste strong presumption of
his inhuman murder: in which we are shocked toeské wife was implicated
on strong suspicion, and after undergoing a longmaxation before Mr
Arndell, was committed to the county gaol yesterdaynnight A Bench of
Magistrates was yesterday convened, before whoorthef investigation of
this lamentable affair took place; when one pricgr@umstance in establishing
the fact upon evidence appeared, that when thelataati remains of the
deceased were found among the ruins, the head edom@ned uninjured by
the flames; that the appearance of blood was dttilme visible about the
lower part of the face, which was very reasonatiijbaited to a violent blow
from a part of the building falling in upon him: tothhat in consequence of the
subsequent suspicion, the interred remains werentap and more minutely
examined; when a handkerchief tied firmly about tiead being unbound,
discovered to the astonished spectators a larggtzastly aperture in the skull,
which might indeed have been attributed to the almause, did not the cavity
appear to have been filled with cloths, and covevitd a bandage, as was also
the hair of the deceased, which was very much esfawith blood - A man



servant to the deceased, also in custody, pleadedita; but was, with the
woman, remanded for further examination.

1/157:

16 Mar 1806/4b MARY YARDLEY and her servanHENRY MURRAY
underwent another examination for the suspecteddenurof the late
unfortunatéWILLIAM YARDLEY.

JOHN CAMPBELL, a settler at the next farm to that of the deadase
appeared to answer to the Bench such interrogatamdative to this
unfortunate transaction as should be thought napess His deposition
comprehended a narrative of all the circumstantiesnding it; the deponent
was the first that rendered assistance in extihgwsthe fire; he had, at the
hazard of his own life, attempted to get the deseamit of the house, hoping
that he might yet be saved; but upon the first hoforind the body almost
consumed, and desisted from any further attempiydseafterwards present at
the Inquest taken on the body, and saw the hanikéround the head, which
he proposed taking off, owing to some little cusibyi being excited by the
appearance of blood under the nose: but was vehignmaposed by all his
brother jurors, who concluded that to gratify sk i curiousity could have no
other end than to increase the horror of the splectaHis evidence with
respect to Murray principally went to prove a @slito his master; and on
being questioned as to the conduct and generalrhepiat of Mary Yardley
during the time, he said he conceived it becomag] that she appeared
sensibly affected. The Medical Gentlemen corredponthe opinion of its
being a premeditated and deliberate murder; andVihgistracy take every
possible pains to discover its authors. - Bothgoess were remanded.

I\V/158:

23 Mar 1806/2b ACCIDENTS. A Coroner’s Inquesseasbled on Thursday
last on the body of an infant daughteAETITIA ] of WM O’NEAL on the
Rocks, whose death was occasioned by her fallimganwvell the night before,
behind her father's house. The child was five yezld, and in the frequent
habit of taking water from the well by means ofesa¥ steps descending into it;
from which it is supposed she slipped in by somevgus accident, and never
afterwards recovered sufficient breath to give slightest alarm. She was a
remarkably fine and promising child; the admiratafithe neighbours, and the
delight of her inconsolable parents, whose XXXXXXafe inconceivably
heightened by the recollection, that timely consitlen might have removed
the danger, and saved the little cherub from ameaht destiny. [Buried 21
Mar.]

A young lad about 15 years of age, who
arrived a prisoner in the Tillicherry, was last Wiedday drowned at Parramatta
while bathing.

IV/159:

30 Mar 1806/2 a,b & c HAWKESBURY [Floods] Mar..27

Five persons are known at present to have logt lihes: one of whom was a
labourer at Richmond; the others at Chalker’s farm, WALTER SCOTT, a
shoemaker, who has left a large family to deploise destiny, & JAMES
BURNS, with two woman, one the wife ®ENJAMIN COOLEN, the other
the wife of J COWAN. Three of these unfortunate persons had takereshelt
at Chalker’'s house, there hoping safety but alas! iighest & the lowest



situations seemed alike devoted, and security washere to be found.
CHALKER was in turn compelled to fly for safety; and takio his boat with
a boy five years of age, and the above three,thydaident the boat upset, and
they instantly perished. The child was the firgieot of Chalker’s care, as an
endeavour to save either of the others must haleel,fand been at the same
time fatal to himself, as the distance he had tmswas little short of a mile.
The child at his desire threw his arms about heknand instead of giving way
to horror endeavoured to embarrass his preservéitlasas possible and
occasionally to chear him with the assurance, thay were almost out of
danger.

I\V/160:

6 Apr 1806/2a Accounts were received on Thursufaye death oJOHN
CHAPMAN MORRIS and WILLIAM GREEN, the former a settler and the
latter a carpenter; who were drowned owing to aldmat upsetting in which
they were rowing about the river in hopes of discg some of their own and
their neighbours lost property that might have suniSeveral persons who
were spectators of their toil anxiously enquiredhiéy could swim, as no
confidence could be placed in their wretched vehiclto which, in the event
they owed their untimely dissolution.

6 Apr 1806/2b  On Monday last an inquest was takanthe body of
ROBERT KENCH a marine on board His Majesty’s ship Buffalo,wned in
consequence of his having accidentally fallen ovarh the Tuesday night
preceding; the body not floating until Sunday lagten it appeared along side,
nearly perpendicularly to the spot where he wentrdo- Verdict Accidental
Death.

6 Apr 1806/3a Long report of drownilPHN CHAPMAN MORRIS and
WILLIAM GREEN.

6 Apr 1806/4a & b MARY YARDLEY, who was confined and underwent
many examinations in consequence of some inexpicaibcumstances that
attended the deeth of her late unfortunate hushaad,liberated by order of
the Bench, as from the strictest enquiry no proadl tbeen adduced to
constitute grounds of prosecution.

IV/161:

13 Apr 1806/2c Last Sunday se’nnight the remainshe late unfortunate
WILLIAM GREEN and JOHN CHAPMAN MORRIS were interred at the
Green Hills. The body of the latter was found pineceding evening near the
spot he went down at, clinging to the branch tteat bccasioned the disaster
which had terminated in his death:- the body ofe@reias on Sunday morning
found by his brother near the same spot, whithewhe lead by a strong
suspicion that they might not have been separaieahy very coonsiderable
distance.

IV/162:

20 Apr 1806/2c A report prevailed on Monday o tfeath of a man of the
name of THOMAS JONES who was said to have been drowned between
Hawkesbury and Toongabbee. - This report was witfaundation.

20 Apr 1806/4c Advert: Letters of Adminstrationastate of John Chapman
Morris.

IV/163:

27 Apr 1806/3b Re Wiliam Green’s family.



Yesterday se’nnight twely of GEO. ROWwas found in a
pond of water at the Race Course, where it wascggapto have lain eight
days, which had elapsed since the departure ofi¢beased from one of the
lower farms on the River Hawkesbury: he set ouhorseback in the morning,
and the same day the horse returned without him.

On FridaW[ILLIAM] LANE , clerk to the Deputy
Commissary at Parramatta, was seized with an apgpéed died suddenly.
[Buried 27 Apr.]
IV/164:
4 May 1806/1a & b On FridaANTHONY SIZE [buried 4 May], stock
keeper at Prospect, was found barbarously murderedyy whom has not yet
been ascertained. The only accounts we are y®issession of state that two
men passing near his hut with a cart, heard tharngrof the unfortunate man,
and proceeding towards the place from whence tbgyed, found him still
alive, with his head leaning on a stump, and waltein his own blood. They
endeavoured to get from him some information thightriead to the detection
of the horrible atrocity; but could obtain no otlaswer than that it was a
white man. They placed him in the cart, and toiok into Parramatta, where
he was received into the General Hospital;, but & lbng since breathed his
last. The body was examined by Mr Wenthworth amdwWeham; who found
the head dreadfully mangled, and the skull fractunemany places. He had to
all appearance received several blows on the hetdtle edge of an axe,
which had penetrated several inches; both the @wedwere broke, as if with
the eye of an axe, and a blow of the same kind dmtwthe eyes had
occasioned the ghastly and fatal fracture. Heegmtesl one of the most
distressing spectacles that can be conceived;yaactbnsiderable time before
persons who were well acquainted with the deceased living, could
recognise the body. The poor man’'s hut was stdippkeevery article of
bedding, and wearing apparel, and all the prowsibe was at the time
possessed of: - the body was interred yesterdayeaery means will be taken
to bring the perpetrators of this horrible murdecondign punishment.

What could be the inducement to the commissiathe crime no person can
conceive, as the unfortunate man was in possesswoought that could excite
the envy of the most humbly circumstanced in Bfed was remarkable at the
same time for the harmlessness of his dispositimhnaeekness of his manners.
It was supposed, from the consideration of the @o@sbcircumstances, more
probable that the deceased unhappily perishedebgahds of natives, than that
any white man however vitiated in his mind or deprhin courses, would thus
wantonly embue his hands in the blood of a poor andffending fellow
creature.

4 May 1806/3c  On Friday niglELIZABETH HAYLAND , a poor woman
who laboured under one of the severest dispensabibprovidence, the loss of
sight, was burnt in a most dreadful manner by kehes taking fire as she sat
alone by the fire side. The unfortunate womaniveseevery assistance from
the General Hospital that can be afforded her/itilet hope can be entertained
of her long surviving the dreadful accident.

4 May 1806/4a Shortly before the Estramina leét River Derwent, two men
unfortunately perished by a whale boat upsettingwhich they were



transporting four valuable kangaroo dogs to theosjp side, neither of which
ever reached the shore.
I\V/165:
11 May 1806/3b ELIZABETH HAYLAND , the poor blind woman who was
last week shockingly burnt in consequence of heatbls taking fire, departed
this life on Sunday morning, after enduring for mahours the most
excructiating torture.

The murder MNTHONY SIZE, the stockman at
Prospect, there is much reason to believe wasteffdiy the natives, from the
circumstances of several spears and a cap or two wothem being found in
his hut.
I\V/166:
18 May 1806/2b The names of the two men who enBstramina’s arrival
from Hobart Town were stated to have been lostassing the river in a boat,
were CHARLES STAPLESand JAMES FREDERICK, both free-men from
this city.
IV/173:
6 Jul 1806/3a Last week an Inquest was takeraatkdsbury on the body of
WILLIAM JOYCE, labourer to Mr A Thompson, of that settlement,osd
fate it was to be killed by the fall of a piecetiofiber from a timber carriage.
IV/174:
12 Jul 1806/2b & ¢ On Monday [aSAMUEL PERKINS [aged 33; buried 9
Jul.], a private in the New South Wales Corps, dieddenly in one of the
passage boats, in a few minutes after quitting Rheramatta wharf. The
deceased had that morning complained of an ailnmerthe breast and on
stepping into the boat threw himself upon one efttiwarts, keeping his right
hand closely pressed against the part he complahedne of the boatmen
requested him to go aft; but receiving no ansveerkéd intently upon the poor
man, whose face was covered with a violent perspirawhich alarming the
boatman and passengers, they all went to his assest but found him
breathless.
IV/175:
20 Jul 1806/3c Yesterday se’nnight a fine boyy bl MORGAN, settler at
Concord, was unfortunately drowned, owing to a eampsetting in which he
was crossing an arm of the Parramatta River. A wiamwas in the canoe at
the same time, saved his own life with difficultin Inquest was taken on the
body the day following: whose verdict was dictabydhe unfortunate event.
IV/178:
10 Aug 1806/2b MURDER.- On Sunday morning last boely of DAVID
FREIGHT [buried 5 Aug.], servant to Mr Skinner of Pitt’'s Rpwas found by
the side of the road near Duck River Bridge in@adfully mangled state, with
a bundle, which he carried from Sydney the evebmigre, cinched under his
arm, and a knife laying by his side, which from #@&ppearance had been
instrumental to the murder. The unfortunate mas sa@totally disfigured by
the wounds he received on the head and face, asonm¢ recognised until
Monday; when from a description of the clothes tiwy wore, he was
identified by his master.



On Tuesday evenitegt WILLIAM M'CRELY , a
private in the New South Wales Corps, shot himtdelbugh the head and
shortly after expired.

10 Aug 1806/2c Two men were last week appreherddthrramattaon
suspicion of the inhuman murderDavid Freighton Saturday night or Sunday
morning last. On Wednesday morning they undenaenExamination before
the Magistrates; in the course of which nothingesppd that could pointedly
tend to criminate either of the parties. - They evowever remanded for
another Examination.

1\V/180:

24 Aug 1806/6b FRANCIS BARK [@ BURKE] late from Norfolk Island,
was last week duly committed from Parramatta orpisis of the wilful
murder of the late unfortunat@AVID FREIGHT , who was some days since
found barbarously murdered near Duck River Bridge.

I\V/181:

31 Aug 1806/2b On Monday last at noon an Inquest taken (under the
directon of Wm GORE, Esq. Coroner), on the body $ARAH
ARMSTRONG [buried 26 Aug.], a poor woman, who having some ksee
before laboured under a severe dysentery, diechtbating in the open street,
on her way homeward. - Verdi@geath by the Visitation of God.

31 Aug 1806/3b & ¢ SATURDAY, AUG. 30. MURDER.FRANCIS
BURKE was indicted for the murder &AVID FREIGHT on the Parramatta
road, on the evening of the 2d of August instaearrio Duck River Bridge.

Mr Surgeon MILEHAM gave testimony, that on tret & the month he was
called upon to examine the body of the deceasetifoamd two sever incisions
on the head, which had to all appearance been midHean axe or similar
implement; and that the jaw bone was fractured iegopl by the blow of a
club; which several wounds he pronounced withogithion to have been the
cause of death.

31 Augl806/4c On Wednesday eveniigOMAS DERRY dropped down
suddenly, while grinding a little wheat for his owse at a steel mill, and in a
very short time expired. - Verdi€eath by the Visitation of GodBuried
30 Aug.]

1\V/183:

14 Sep 1806/2b & ¢ Last Tuesday se’'nnight thieviahg very melancholy
circumstance occurred at Portland Head. - A serwsBMES DUNN, being
employed in falling timber close to his master'siée, a tree of inmense size
fell upon it, and renting it asunder, killed twadichildren as they lay in bed,
besides maiming the mother in a most dreadful nramseshe sat by the
bedside. Dunn had himself providentially got otibed an instant before, or
must have inevitably shared the fate of his unfoate children, one of whom
was a girl aged ten years, and the other a bogw&rs - An Inquest was taken
on the bodies, and under some peculiar circumssdRiceéHARD MORGAN,
the servant, was committed to custody.

On Thursday a Bench of Magistrates was convengidye whom the above
Richard Morganwas accused by his master, James Dunn, with haciegl in
all respects contrary to his orders in cutting dalatree whereby the death of
his ill fated children had been occasioned. Frasridstimony it appeared, that
in consequence of some improper conduct he had risssitated to lodge a



complaint against his said servant, who under fptgences had quitted his
emply while in arrear of work seven weeks, and wasefore ordered to
return; that the evening previous to the melanchingumstances above recited
he had instructed him to cut an ealtlimt and several other trees, and the he
himself would assist in felling them; but that befaay-light he had, expressly
contary to his orders, felled a tree, by the dioecof which nothing less could
have been imagined that the more than probablepaxtn of which whole
family at such a time in the morning. - The testiyof others who witnessed
the distressing spectacle shortly after the eveuwt taken place expressed a
thorough disapprobation of a man, whose neglehtsaiaster’s orders, if such
only it could be termed, might nevertheless be watsas proceeding from a
malignity of disposition from whence the most disass consequences had
followed. - The Bench, taking all the circumstanitee consideration, thought
it incumbent upon them to order a heavy corporalgiument to be inflicted on
the offender; who was therefore sentenced to red&@ lashes, one half to be
inflicted at Sydney, and the remainder at Hawkegband afterwards to be
sent to another settlement.

1\V/184:

21 Sep 1806/2c On Monday last a Coroner’s Inqass¢mbled on board the
Alexander, on the body adOHN LUKER, mariner, whose death was in
consequence of his having gone below and therenfadisleep during a
fumigation for the purpose of destroying vermin. nagher of the ship’s
company who had been equally incautious, was atpthet of death, but
providentially saved.

On Thursday morning the body of a seam#@HN COLE bur 16th or
JOHN STEVENSON bur 19th belonging to the Albion, who had been some
days missing, was discovered floating alongsidéhe same day an Inquest was
taken on the body; whose Verdict, as in the fomgocase also, was
Accidental Death.

IV/191:

9 Nov 1806/1c On Tuesday last the wifeT(fOMAS BROWN in Chapel
Row, fell into the fire in a hysteric fit and wasirht in a most dreadfully
shocking manner. The unfortunate woman was resftoetdimmediate death
by the return of her husband, and aid that hasveddor her an accumulation
of torture which must paralise the imagination b tspectator, without
affording any hope of her long surviving the disast

9 Nov 1806/1a During the night of yesterday sighiha man of the name of
[T] WHITTINGTON was shot by a centinel at Parramatta, while ermeag
to cross the river. He had been hailed repeatedfig, before fired at; but
persevering in his resolution to escape, met wikdte. - A Coroner’s Inquest
was taken on the body, whose verdict was Justfiloimicide. [Bur 3 Nov.]

9 Nov 1806/2a The unfortunate woman [BROWN] nemed in the first
page to have been so severely burnt expired thisingbbetween 12 and 1. In
so doleful a case the mind finds some relief inréféection that her tortures
have not been very much protracted; and no lesstbe hope that her state of
corporeal insensibility was such as in a great omeato favour the idea, that
her sufferings were much less acute than might beea conjectured.

IV/193:



23 Nov 1806/2b DEATHS. On Thursday nigf@HARLOTTE WALKER
[Bur 24 Nov.] died in the Brickfields of an apopjexut in consequence of
unpleasant rumours being circulated relative tocit@imstances of her death,
her husband was apprehended and kept in custodyesterday liberated by
the verdict of a Coroner’s Inquest.

Between 5 and 6 yesterday evening two fine bbgonging toTHOMAS
EVESTAFF in Pitt's Row were taken lifeless out of a neighbouring wélg t
length of time they had remained in which was ied®inate. The ill-fated
infants, the eldest of whomJQHN] was above 3 years, & the youngest
[WILLIAM ] about two years old, had found their way unpemextiinto the
yard in which the well was, & the cover being uig@d and decayed, yielding
to the slightest pressure, unhappily presentedheounconscious babes a fatal
and untimely vortex. The sensation produced byniedéancholy event was
recorded in the countenances of all that visitedgtene of anguish, with the
kind balsam of condolence to render less insupplertthe distresses of the
parents on so severe a trial.

V/194:

30 Nov 1806/2a EDWARD MUNDAY, [bur 30 Nov] a private in the New
South Wales Corps, was indicted for kiliig WHITTINGTON, while the
prisoner was centinel on the Terrace at Parranidtaacks, on the night of
November 1, when upon the evidence it appearedvthat he did was in the
execution of his duty, and he was acquitted acogtgli

JOHN GRIFFITHS, watchman at the stock farm dOHN M'ARTHUR,
Esq. was tried for kilingSIMEON DONELLY, also a watchman (the
particulars of which were before detailed) and &btegh [192 1c & 2a]

I\V/195:

7 Dec 1806/2a On Friday last a fine boy, 6 yedrage, was unfortunately
found drowned in the Hawkesbury River, oppositethe house of David

Brown, settler on the banks. He was the sohMfDONALD, and was left in

a decked boat moored off, while the boatmen wenslwre; but returning
shortly after, found the child’s cloaths upon tleekl and himself unfortunately
missing.

Last Monday a fine infant two years old, belowgio THOMAS HUSSEY,
Settler at the Branch, unfortunately fell into & tof boiling wort, and was
scalded to death.

On Friday a blacksmith nam&ALSALL [Bur asWARSELL @ 35 on 7
Dec.] was seized with an apoplexy at Parramatthdad suddenly.

The European belonging to the Atlantic whosetidgst was to fall by
lightning some days since, was by birth an Englammhis name was
GEORGE MITCHELL, and was of parents highly reputable in London.
I\V/198:

28 Dec 1806/2b  On Sunday lastiLLIAM DONOVAN [also buried as
DENNIS DONNOVAN, convict, on 23 Dec.] was unfortunately drowned in
the Cove, in diving there after an iron pot losinfr one of the vessels, for
which piece of service he was to have received s body was got up the
same day, and an inquest taken, whose verdict ecadeatal death.
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SYDNEY GAZETTE, 1V/201, 18 Jan 1807/1b

On Sunday last the body of an unfortunate woman ksl been barbarously
murdered was found in a ditch at Parramatta, witheet nearly covering her. From
the appearance of the body it was evident thap#rpetrators had endeavoured to
conceal their guilt by attempting to consume théappy object of their depravity;
but failing therein, were afterwards instigatedanyavenging spirit thus to dispose of
the corps that the foul crime of murder might not unpunished. Upon surgical
inspection several wounds were discovered on thd;hehile the attempt to consume
the body had so totally disfigured it that it coulolt be recognized for many hours; till
at length it proved to be that MARY SMITH a decent inoffensive woman who had
followed the avocation of an instructress on thelBield Hill, and had been induced
the day before to visit Parramatta in the hopeecbvering a property she had been
robbed of some months before, without recoursegallmeasures.JOHN KENNY
was the same day apprehended on suspicion; and @iy committed by the
Coroner’s Inquest, was received in the county gaoTuesday.

18 Jan 1807/2a Court of Criminal Conviction: Netwf trial: JOHN KENNY.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, IV/202, 25 Jan 1807/ 2a,b & c.

Long account of the trial; Pursuant to his senteheeculprit was executed yesterday;
and the body having remained the usual time suggkgnas sent to Parramatta to be
hung in chains.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, 1V/210, 21 Mar 1807/1c
On Tuesday an infant daughterSXRAH THOMAS unfortunately fell into the water
at Lane Cove, and was drowned. - The day aftemgudst was taken on the body,
whose verdict wasccidental Death.

On Friday the infant son of MBHELLY was scalded in so dreadful a manner as to
endanger the life of the unfortunate little creafurow about three years old.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, IV/212, 5 Apr 1807/2a

On Sunday last an affray took place at Prospeathich JAMES CORE received a
fatal blow on the head with a stick. Several pBsswere apprehended in
consequence, and committed to the gaol at Parrmmatt

SYDNEY GAZETTE, IV/214, 19 Apr 1807/2b
On Monday Mr.BROWN, a midshipman on board th@ornwallis, shot himself
through the head in a fit of insanity, and immeelyatexpired. An inquest was the
same day held on the body, whose verdict was g¢éseriof the unhappy state of
mind under which the young Gentleman unfortunatddpured.

On Thursday a labouring man who was employed brick ground at the Green
Hills, Hawkesbury, was smothered by a quantityastle unfortunately falling on him;
and a servant of Mr. PALMER’S was yesterday drowineithe South Creek.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/215, 7 Jun 1807/2a, b & c
Long account trial for murder of James Core.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/216, 14 Jun 1807/1c
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On the night of Tuesday lassEORGE LEGG was unfortunately drowned off

Howe’s Point near the heads, in consequence obdéd upsetting, in which were

several natives, who the next morning came in whih tidings of the melancholy

event. From their account it appeared, that thathes being very boisterous, the
boat’s sail jibed unexpectedly, and that the unifoate man wearing two great coats
at the time, was thereby prevented from saving &lifioyy swimming.

On Wednesday evening the murder of a male infastdiscovered in the following
manner:- A young man in charge of a gentleman'sshohad the day before
perceived what he considered to be the shell cfganfloating in the privy; and the
day following his attention was more minutely attesl by a second appearance of the
same kind, which induced him from mere motivesuwfasity to inspect more closely
into the reality of what he saw; when dreadful étate, these appearances proved to
be the little naked elbows of an unfortunate inmbcerhom he naturally conjectured
to have been devoted at the very moment of itd lista short existence, by one
whose duty it was to have cherished and presetvedhe little body being taken
from the loathsome place of its concealment, amdstwas summoned on Thursday
morning, whose verdict was wilful murder against thother of the babe. At this
very period a young woman whose nam8ERMON, was at the house on a friendly
visit, and in a dangerous state of illness. Onshepicion fell. - Several Gentlemen of
the Faculty inspected the body, and declared that d¢hild, which had every
appearance of having been a fine infant, was blora.aThe suspected woman was
then visited by one of the Gentlemen, in whose gmes she acknowledged herself
the wretched parent, and made a confession ofuir lgut such was her dangerous
state of illness as to prevent her immediate rexhéw prison; wherefore it was
determined that she should remain where she wab sufticiently recovered to
undergo the necessary forms essential to the dnestice.

From her incautious conduct it would scarcelytheught she had any wish to
preserve her own life; the morning after her deltyevhich had taken place between
7 and 8 in the evening, she rose at an early rand,went bare headed and thinly
cloathed to a surgeon, from whom she received soedicine, saying she laboured
under a severe dysentery. - From this she conttact®ld, and was confined to a bed
of anguish, in which the excruciating pang of bgdiffliction must have been slight
when compared with the dreadful sensation whichnhied endured from conscious
guilt of the most abominable of crimes, the drebdetection, and the fear not only of
the punishment, but of the infamy and detestati@t tmust forever accompany her
memory. In this state she continued until two @&l yesterday morning; when she
expired.

The remains of this depraved woman who confelsesklf the murderess of a poor
infant, were interred last night at the place cé@xion, amid the shouts and revilings
of a number of spectators who expressed a regaetsstie had not survived to atone
for her monstrous offence by a public executiofrem the first institution of the
Colony to the present moment such a crime has rimfere disgraced humanity; and
may so fatal and horrible a resolution never merébpired in the female bosom.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/217, 21 Jun 1807/2b

On Sunday last a human hand was found in the béllyshark which was taken near
the place at which the late unfortun&@&ORGE LEGG was drowned a few days
before.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/219, 5 Jul 1807/2b
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Last Friday se’nnight a labouring maAENRY ABBOTT] was killed at Hawkesbury
by discharging a damaged musket; the breech oftwiteav, and dreadfully shattered
his head.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/220, 12 Jul 1807/2b

The name of the man who was unhappily killed somgsdince at Hawkesbury by
the breech of a musket which he himself dischargggsHENRY ABBOTT , and
was servant to Mr. Crostley at Richmond. The amidvas no less shocking than
remarkable. He took up the piece to fire at a ¢rawd was seen to fall as soon as the
explosion was made. A messenger was dispatchéket@reen Hills for surgical
assistance; and Mr. Surgeon Mason arrived with wdnd dispatch. The head of the
unfortunate man was dreadfully shattered; the brpenetrated thpericraneum and
lodged in the brain; where it lay buried for upwsauaf two hours, during which the
poor man was never heard to utter a groan: bub@s &8s it was extracted he spoke
collectedly, and enquiredhether there was any hope? but his case admitted none.
He spoke several times after with much precisibentrapidly recited the greater part
of the multiplication table; and at the expiratimifour hours expired.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/221, 19 July 1807/2b

The natives report their having seen the body miaa amongst the shoals in Botany
Bay, about 12 feet under water, supposed to bebtuy of the lateGEORGE
LEGG, who was unfortunately drowned near that placaravieeks since.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/222, 26 July 1807/2b

On Thursday last such of the remains of the GEORGE LEGG as could be found,
were interred at the place of burial, his widowihgwemployed persons to search for
the body at and about the place where the deceasednfortunately drowned.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/223, 2 Aug 1807/2b

On Friday morning died of the adder pois&iRANCIS M'NAMARA , Servant to
Mr. SPARROW on the Rocks; the circumstances attending which aery
remarkable. The poor man went into the woods wibloy on Wednesday to procure
a load of wood; and while cutting a tree the bogeslied a small snake between the
feet of the deceased, who did not appear alarm#teatircumstance, and was soon
after seized with a dimness of sight and swimmmghe head, which however, soon
went off again. Upon his return home he complainet] but supped and went to
bed, saying he was much fatigued. Early on Thyrsdarning, his master being
alarmed by the boy coming out of the room in wtitisdé deceased slept, went thither,
and beheld him in a state of speechless stupotingeaternately his head and right
heel, upon which was distinctly visible the punetwccasioned by the fang teeth,
upon opening which nothing particular was obsemabHe remained until nearly
daybreak on Friday morning, when his speech imil§i returned to him, and shortly
afterwards he expired.

SYDNEY GAZETTE, V/224, 9 Aug 1807/2a

The unfortunate man who last week died from the bfta snake was buried by his
master in a style of decency which argued the wairthe deceased, of whose fidelity
too much cannot be said. The reptile that hadctefl the mortal wound had been
killed on the spot, and was afterwards broughtyinhe boy. It was a white viper, not
exceeding 18 inches in length; one of the fang®apgul relaxed, the other firm, from
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which it is supposed, as only a single puncture dppeared in the heel of the
deceased, that the latter still retained its undishied deadly charge.
2a WILLIAM PARKHURST, unreadable.



