
Homicides of Adults in Botetourt County, VirginiaPRIVATE 

From Lewis Preston Summers, Annals of Southwest Virginia, 1769-1800 (Abingdon, Va., 1929; reprinted Baltimore:  Genealogical Publishing Co., 1970).  2 parts.  OHS R975.57 Su64a 1970.  

Annals

Part 1:  Botetourt Co., Minutes of County Court, Feb., 1770- Jan. 1800 (58-484)






ROCKBRIDGE

Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1772, Aug.





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Mathews [?] m. James McEleroy.


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 8/6/1772.  EXAM COURT:  pNG.  fNG.  disch.

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 4/1772 - 8/1772:  87.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

William Matthews

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

James McEleroy

Ethnicity:

Scots-Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1773, March





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   uncertain examination

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  James Byrnsides m. John Morehead


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 4/3/1773:  EXAM COURT:  FELONY:  HOM:  James Byrnsides suspected of feloniously murdering John Morehead.  "The proceedings in this case appearing to be irregular and contrary to law, the prosecution is dismissed and it is ordered that the prisoner be discharged out of custody and set at liberty."

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 1772-1776:  162.  Summers, Annals, 183.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

James Byrnsides 

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Morehead


Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1774, Oct.





Botetourt Co.

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MISTRESS by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Susanna Brusine (a colored servant woman, property of Archibald Kyle) m. Margaret Kyle (wife of AK)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 10/4/1774  EXAM COURT:  FELONY:  HOM:  Susanna Brusine, a colored servant woman, property of Archibald Kyle, on suspicion of her feloniously murdering Margaret Kyle, the wife of AK.  pNG.  Witnesses examined.  fG.  "and that she would to be tried for the same in the General Court."  James Curray [Cuncy in Summers, Annals], John Jackson, & Samuel Adams post 100 l. bonds to appear as witnesses.  [[Appears from this record that she was a free woman of color who was indentured to AK.  This is the only entry on her in the index.]]

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 1772-6:  592-3.  [Summers, Annals, 234-5]

Newspaper:  


General Court [assumed the same person]:  HOM:  Susannah Frazier m. ___.  Ind. for murder.  fG.  Death.  Exec.


VGaz, 10/20/1774 PD: 23  (& Pi 23) Mansl. acquittal in Williamsburg, VA:  dtl Wmsb:  Sat, M, T, & W last, Gen. Ct.:  HOM:  Susannah Frazier, from Botetourt, for murder, guilty, death.  [VGaz,  1/14/1775  D: 23 (& Pi 33, 1/12/1775):  Susannah Brazier executed for murder.]

Census:
Genealogy:  

Accused:  

Susanna Brusine 

Ethnicity:



Race:


colored

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:




Occupation:

indentured servant of Archibald Kyle

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Margaret Kyle

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

wife of Archibald Kyle

Children:




Occupation:

[poss plantation mistress]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1779, April





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Charles McFaden m. his negro man slave.  


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 4/10/1779.  EXAM COURT:  FELONY:  HOM:  Charles McFaden suspected of murdering his negro man slave.  pNG.  witnesses.  "he is not guilty of the said murder."  Acquitted.  disch.

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 1776-1780:  201.  Summers, Annals, 284.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Charles McFaden

Ethnicity:

Scots-Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave owner [poss planter]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  


___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Chas. McFaden

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1781, May





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Samuel Snowden m. ___


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 5/10/1781:  EXAM COURT:  FELONY:  MURDER:  Samuel Snowden suspected of murder.  pNG.  Wit.  fG.  to be tried at General Court, remanded to jail.  Wit. bound:  Wm Horton, Patrick Brynon, Peter Corlin, & Thomas Ferguson, Jr.

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 1780-1784:  101-2.  [Summers, Annals, 342]

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Samuel Snowden

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


u

Gender:




Age:


ad

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1790, Dec. 31





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:  1am

Days to death:  


HOM:  James Holland m. James Scott


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 1/7/1790:  EXAM COURT:  for FELONIOUSLY KILLING.  fG of "murder."  To be tried at next District Court.  Jailed.  Wit. bound for commonwealth:  Robert Elliott, Morning Pigg, Hugh McCafferty, James Matten Early, & Thomas Wade.

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 1788-1792 [259-260].

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

James Holland

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

James Scott

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1793, Jan.





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   CAS GUN

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  John Kesler m. Elizabeth Campbell


Weapon:  gun


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 1/12/1793:  EXAM COURT:  FELONY:  "John Kesler, charged with feloniously shooting and wounding Elizabeth Campbell, of which wound she died, was tried and found not guilty."

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB 1793-1797:  4.  Summers, Annals, 452.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

John Kessler

Ethnicity:

German

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Elizabeth Campbell

Ethnicity:

Scots-Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1798, May





Botetourt Co.

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Charles (a negro man slave of John Pitzer) m. Francis Allen


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 5/15/1798:  O&T:  pNG.  fNG "But the Court are of opinion that he is Guilty of man slaughter."  Burnt in left hand and discharged.

Legal records:  

Bote. Co. COB, 1797-1800:  207.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Charles

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Pitzer

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Francis Allen

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1801, Jan. 1





Botetourt Co.

Class:   

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Holiday:  Y

Days to death:  2


HOM:  Jack (a negro man slave of John Davis, farmer) m. Cyrus (a negro man slave in the possession of John Davis, but property of Robert Brownfield of South Carolina)


Weapon:  large stick to the head, 1 mortal wound, 1" broad & .25" deep.  d. 1/3.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 1/13/1801:  O&T:  charged with premeditated murder, malice aforethought.  fNG.  disch.

Legal records:  
Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Jack

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Davis, farmer

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Cyrus


Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:
slave of Robert Brownfield of South Carolina, in possession of John Davis, farmer

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:






Suspect(s








