Preliminary Codebook for Spreadsheets

on Violent Crimes and Violent Deaths

(May 2002 version)

The EXCEL spreadsheets of violent crimes and violent deaths are coded in the same way as text files of violent crimes and violent deaths, with the following exceptions.  Not all variables from the text files have been entered as yet in the spreadsheets, because so many variables are almost always blank for the early nineteenth century.  Those fields will be included in future versions of the spreadsheets.

Missing or Unknown Data


In numerical columns


-7


In text columns


 u



State


The “state” variable uses the ICPSR code for each state.



Connecticut


1



Maine



2



Massachusetts


3



New Hampshire

4



Rhode Island


5



Vermont


6

County


The “county” variable uses two or three letter abbreviations for the counties in each state.  For Vermont and New Hampshire, the variable describes the county in which a town was located in 1840 and after, when the states’ final county boundaries were fixed.  Prior to 1840, the text files indicate the county in which a town was located at the time the crime or death occurred.  During the American Revolution, Vermont had only four counties and New Hampshire five, but the “county” variable divides Vermont into fourteen counties and New Hampshire into ten counties according to today’s county boundaries.  The purpose is to allow researchers to analyze data according to the census divisions that have been used through most of nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Source


b

located both in court records and in non-court records

c
located only in court records (court records, docket books, case files, inquests, reward notices, etc.)

p
located only in non-court records (newspapers, town histories, diaries, letters, pamphlets, etc.)

inq
inquests (recode to “c” for capture-recapture analysis)

hist
town history (record to “p” for capture-recapture analysis)

Class


The “class” variable is the same in the spreadsheets as in the text files, except that the class names are abbreviated in the spreadsheets.



cer

certain



poss

possible



prob

probable



uncer

uncertain

Cases classified as “do not count” in the text files are not entered in the spreadsheets.

Category


household

not related, same household


nondomestic

not related, different household


relative


related


third party

third party in a marital dispute

Victim


adult


age 16 and older


child


child ages 1 through 15


child by child

child murdered by a child


infant


older than 1 day, younger than 1 year


neonate

newborn child, 1 day old

Victim and Assailant Race


b

black


i

Indian


m

mulatto


w

white

Assailant Gender


This category is used to describe the number and the gender of the assailants involved in the assault.  If only one person was involved in the assault, they are coded as “m” or “f”—that is, male or female.  If five men and 2 women were involved in the assault, they are coded as “5m2f.”  If at least five men were involved in the assault, they are coded as “5m+”—indicating that an unknown number of men (but more than five) were involved in the assault.

Indicted?


If the assailant was indicted, the charge for which the person was indicted appears in this column.  Otherwise, the codes are:


no

not indicted

fled
successful flight to escape prosecution, so no indictment was brought


u

unknown whether an indictment was brought

Note that persons who were not indicted on the grounds of insanity are classified as “no” in the “Indicted?” column and as “insane” in the “Verdict” column.

