
Homicides of Adults in Connecticut, 1771-1797PRIVATE 
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Race:
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Age:




Phys char:



Literate:
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Birthplace:
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Organizations:



Personal history:  


1771, Dec. 7




Bethany, NH

P

CT

INQ

FILE

TRACT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL / TAVERN

Intox?:  yes, assailant

Day of week:
Sat

Holiday?:



Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  5


HOM:  Moses Paul m. Mr. Moses Cook


Weapon:  club, flat iron, frac. skull.  mortal wound on the left side of the head.  d. night of 12/12


Circumstances:  just outside Clark's tavern, after MP had been expelled for disorderly conduct upon having been refused further service because he was drunk -- MP had sworn revenge on "someone" from the house for having been thrown out, and MC left the tavern first after MP had been expelled.  See Hearn for story.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, malice aforethought.


Term?:  12/1771:  New Haven


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG by jury.  DEATH.  Executed 9/2/1772.  Thousands attended.

Source:  
Tract:

Ritz 5.04 (3)

New Haven Sup. Ct. 12/1771t:  20: 309-310.


Ct. Crimes and Misd. 5: 362-4.  Petition to the General Assembly on 5/1772:  on the incident.  Says that Cook beat MP cruelly and that MP struck back in the heat of passion and in self-defence.  His own words then "were but empty sounds."  //  Petition from MP:  his appeal claims that the indictment was inaccurate for saying that MC was murdered on Dec. 7, when he was in fact only assaulted then & died later.  Prays for new trial or for postponement of his execution so that "he may have a longer space for repentance."  Not granted a new trial, but granted a stay of execution to prepare for death.

Source A:  NHSC Files, Papers by Subject, Inquests, 1712‑98, A‑Z, Dr. 322, at CSL.

Inquest return:  Dec. 13, 1771, at New Haven: body of Moses Cook of Waterbury, dead at Mr David Clark's, innkeeper in NH, parish of Bethany:  was attacked with flat iron on evening of 12/7 head wounded, brains spilled out, languished at Clark's til death on the 12th. 

Source B: Superior Court Records, vol. 20: 309‑310, at CSL


Dec. 1771 term, at New Haven:

Indictnment of Moses Paul, Indian, a transient person:  for not having the fear of God before his Eeyes, but being moved and Seduced by the Instigation of the Devil:  on 12/7/1771 at New Haven with force & arms made an assault on Moses Cook of Waterbury.  He feloniously willfully and of his Malice forthought did strike and wound MC with a Flat Iron which he had in his right hand and gavce MC a mortal Wound on the left side of his head whereby the skull of MC was fractured, of which wound the sd MC Languished unitl 12 Dec when he died.


Grand Jurors say Murder  [billa vera]


Arraigned, the deft pleaded NG.  Jury found him Guilty

Court's sentence:  to go from the Goal to the Place of Execution and there by hanged up by the Neck between the Heavens and the Earth untill he shall be Dead.


[No Execution date mentioned]

Source C:  Connecticut Archives [a microfilm collection], Crimes and Misdemeanors, Ser. 1, vol. 5: 362‑64   (Dayton has some xeroxs)

1) the Gr Jury indictment [see above]

2) Petition to the May 1772 General Assembly at Hartford (see Dayton's XEROX of pp. 1‑2):

"The humble and importunate Memorial of Moses Paul, a Poor distressed Indian, Prisoner, now bound in Chains & Fetters of Iron and confined in New Haven County Goal under the Solemn Sentence of Death for the Supposed Murder of Moses Cook Humbly Sheweth"  "That upon his Trial before the Honourable Superior Court, having plead Not Guilty, The Evidence against him relative to the Circumstances for the sad affair was such as served to raise a [crossed out: Violent]  [carroted: Strong] Presumption that your Memorialist did with Malice Prepense strike the said Cook with a certain Iron or piece of Iron the Fatal Blow. And your poor Ignorant Memoiralist not confessing anything upon the Trial thro' fear of its being Improved to his Disadvantage, must therefore conclude that his Sentence so far as Respects the Minds & Consciences of the Good Men his Triers was Just.  Whereas the Real Truth of the Matter is thus Viz, your Memorialist happening in at the House where the Facts were done called for a Dram and being denied, soon got angry and the more so because the said House owed him Money, and spoke unadvisedly, and behaved too unmannerly, whereupon the said Cook being then and there present Reprimanded him in a most threatning imperious manner, and with one End of a Cart Rope tied his Legs and with the other End thereof beat and bruised him, then drew him out at the Door and pitch'd him down a Steep Bank or Declivity headlong about Eight or ten Feet where he lay about a quarter of an Hour and until the said Cook with a whip in hand came and telling him to get up and 

Calling him a Drunked Dogg &c again Whipped and Beat him in a most cruel barbarous Manner whereupon your Memorialist got up and having obtained Leave went again into the House to get some part of his Cloathing which he supposed he had left there, and the said Cook following him into the House, there began again to Insult him and then and there further abused him and laying Violent / [p.2] Hands upon him again Thrust him out of Doors and as he was putting him out at the Door said to one Mr Hurlbutt (who was Standing near with a large Cane in his Hand) give me your Cane and I'll Still the Dogg.  your Petitione then being greatly exasperated and the more so as he knew not but that he had as good a Right to be there at the said House as the said Cook and also being in some measure Intoxicated with Spiritous Liquors, at that Instant in the Heat of Passion and expecting a Sudden Blow from the said Cook as he then saw him take the said Cane out of the Hands of the said Hurlbut He your Honrs Poor Memorialist did then and there with a Stick or Clubb which he then saw lying in his way and not with any Iron nor piece of Iron as was represented, STrike the said Cook before ever the Door was shut upon him, in a Sudden Heat of Passion, with an Intent to hurt, and thereby to defend himself; but not with any Intent Mortally to wound; [one line and a quarter is crossed out here‑‑hard to decipher] But this alas proved to be the fatal Blow.  And altho' Your Memorialist might upon being thus assaulted beaten and insulted as afores'd make use of some Vile, Threatning Language; yet he begs Leave to say that he had not any design of Murder in his Heart, and that his Words and Expressions at that Time, whatever they might be, were but empty Sounds without any such Meaning.  This your Hon'rs. Memorialist Begs Leave to acquaint Your Hon'rs is the Real Truth of the Case.  Nevertheless without the Gracious Interposition of this Honorable Assembly; for this, your Poor distressed Memorialist must soon; very soon be put to Death."

"And your Memorialist further begs Leave to acquaint your Hon'rs that the Circumstances of this Sad affair were Represented in this Light before the Jury of Inquest as he has since been informed he can prove by the Evidence of Caleb Beecher Esqr ‑‑ and the sd. Mr Hurlbutt; and is also Informed that some of the Petit Jury who gave their Verdict against him as for Murder shoudl have found him Guilty only of Manslaughter had they not received it from the Representations given by some of the Witnesses that your Memorialist did in fact lie in wait for the said Cook at the Door a Considerable Space of Time between the Time of his being so abused by the said Cook as afores'd ‑‑ and the time of the Fatal Blow's being given; which really was a Misrepresentation as your Memorialist could now make fully appear by the Evidence of the said Mr. Hurlbut if he might have opportunity therefor:  so that your Memorialist humbly Conceives he has not yet/ [p.3] had a Fair Trial".  Also the indictment was insufficient in Law, given the inconsistence of locating the assault on Dec. 7 and that Cook died on dec. 12, yet claims that Paul murdered Cook on Dec. 7.

Prays for a new trial, or that the Ass. grant him a reprieve or 

"postpone the Time, the dreadful time of his Execution w'ch now seems near at Hand; that he may have a longer space for Repentance..."


New Haven goal    May 12, 1772         MP's signature


[Back:  Upper house‑‑negatived


        Lower house ‑‑for a new trial, negatived

                    ‑‑whether Exec shoudl be stayed til 1rst Wed   in Sept next:  affirmed


        Upper hse ‑‑ affirms the stay

3) Bill of costs (May 1772)    doc. 364


Look up in Evans:  is there an execution sermon?

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 153-4.

Newspaper:

#218 CJNH 12/27/1771:  dtl NH:  HOM in CT:  trial in New Haven at Superior Court of Moses Paul, an Indian, for murder of Mr. Moses Cook, as has been mentioned.  Trial:  fG.  Death.  [CC, 12/17/1771, dtl NH 12/13:  "Last Saturday Evening Mr. Moses Coak, of Waterbury, being at Mr. Clark's Tavern, in Bethany, where there was an Indian named Moses Paul, who had behaved so disorderly (on Mrs. Clark's refusing to let him have a Dram) that he was turned out of doors, when he swore to be revenged on some one Person in the House; and Mr. Cook going out soon after, received from the Indian (who 'tis supposed lay in wait, near the house, in Order to put his Threat in Execution) a violent blow on his Head, with some Weapon, that broke his Scull in so terrible a Manner, that he died of the Wound last Night.  The Indian was apprehended and committed to the Goal in this Town [New Haven] last Sunday."  [CC, 12/31:  the report on the trial.  ditto.]  BNL 12/19:  ditto.


BNL 1/2/1772:  dtl NH, 12/27:  F, trial.  11am to 8pm.  fG.  DEATH.


CJNH, 6/5/1772:  Pauls' execution respited to last day of Sept.


#255 CJNH 9/4/1772:  dtl NH:  HOM / EXECUTION in CT:  last W, Moses Paul, an Indian, executed for murder in New Haven.  Sermon by Rev. Mr. Occom.  "The Criminal behaved with Decency and Steadiness, and appeared to be in the Exercise of fervent secret Prayer all the Way from the Goal to the Gallows.  A little while before he was turn'd off, he took a most affectionate Leave of his Countrymen the Indians, (many of whom were present) and exhorted them to shun those Vices to which they are so much addicted, viz. Drunkenness, Revenge, &c.  He acknowledged that he kill'd Mr. Cook, though not with a Flat-Iron, as was supposed, but with a Club.


Notwithstanding the Day was very stormy, there was a very great Concourse of People, whose Curiosity was as much excited to hear Mr. Occom preach, as to see the Execution, altho' there has not been one in this Town, since the Year 1749."  [the sermon was published]  [CC 9/8]  [CC, 6/9:  exec. postponed to Sept.]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Moses Paul 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Moses Cook

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Waterbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1772, July 28




New Fairfield, FAI

CT

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
b/w 7pm & 8pm

Days to death:  13


HOM:  Simeon Leach m. Moses Wanzer


Weapon:  struck him with a sickle, 1 mortal wound on the right side of his head b/w his right ear and the crown of his head, 8: long, 4" deep.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  bnf.  ignoramus.  Murder, malice aforethought.


Term?:  2/1773t:  Fairfield


Court proceedings:  none

Source:  

Conn. Sup. Ct. -- Fairfield Co.  2/1773t:  files.

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Simeon Leach

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


New Fairfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Moses Wanzer

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


New Fairfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1772, Oct.




Saybrook, NL

P

CT

INQ

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  [ROBBERY]

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unk. person m. James Johnson


Weapon:  three or four Wounds in his left Breast, and one through his right Arm, appearing as though he were stabbed with a round Instrument or shot with large shot, and several other Marks of Violence were found upon him [sharp]

Circumstances:  found dead in a Brook on 10/16 near the Ferry, but a few Rods out of the Road, among some Bushes, in a grove of wood.  The suspect claimed to be a deserter from a British Man of War in Boston harbor.

Inquest:  verdict:  murder


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fled
Source:  

Ct. Crimes and Misd., ser. 1, 5: 408-  .  Includes a description of the circumstances in which James Johnson was found, his wounds, etc.; the Governor's proclamation for a L. 20 reward; a description of the suspect, James Shields (about 30, dark complexion, a transient supposed to have sailed from New Haven about 2 years ago); accounts on the expenses of searchers (to Long Island, Poughkeepsey (5/10/1773 petition), Philadelphia.


unknown person m. a man of white complexion

Source:  New London Co Superior Court Files, Papers by Subject, 

Inquests: N‑Z (c. 1711‑1875), Box 135, at CSL.

Saybrook, Oct. 16, 1772:  viewing dead body of "a man of full growth and of a white complextion with brown hear found Lying in the field in the first parrish" of Saybrook near the ferrey.....we find by our best judgmt that he "was willfully murderd" having marks or signs of viol on him, including several holes like large shot hole in his brest side and arm, sum fresh blood on his right arm "he being stript Nakid Saving his Neck Cloth and Light breen Coat Laid over his Nakid body" a man of midling Stachar..."  Jurors:  Alexander Fraser et al.   Certified by Hezh Whittelsey, JP

Newspaper:

CC, 10/27/1772:  HOM in CT:  dtl Hartford:  "On the 16th Instant the Body of one James Johnson (a youngerly Man, who had lately worked at the Joiner's or Chaise maker's Trade at Norwich, and who (it is said) served an Apprenticeship in London, and since had worked at the same Trade in Say Brook) was found dead in a Brook near the Ferry, but a few Rods out of the Road, among some Bushes, with three or four Wounds in his left Breast, and one through his right Arm, appearing as though he were stabbed with a round Instrument or shot with large shot, and several other Marks of Violence were found upon him.  The Jury of Inquest returned their Verdict, That he was murdered; which was also visible to all the Spectators.--It was the Opinion of many of the Spectators, that he had been dead near a Week.  He was stripped entirely naked, and a green Coat, which he wore, spread over the Body.



The supposed Murderer, it described to be,


A transient person, a pretty well set, sturdy Fellow, had on a blue waistcoat, short close trowsers, no stockings, bushy hair, dark eyes, and a dark complexion, and went by the name of James Sheilds, or Sheels.  [said to have sailed from New Haven about 2 yrs. ago.]


His Honor the Governor has issued a Proclamation promising a reward of One Hundred Dollars, to any person who shall apprehend the Murderer, so that he may be brought to Justice."


BNL 10/29/1772:  on T, a few before the body was found, J was at Lyme, preparing to go by water to "some other Parts, having procured a Bottle of Rum, some Bread and Cheese, &c. for his Stores, and had drank so much as to be something intoxicated, he met with a transient Person, who called himself James Sheels, said he had lately run away from a Man of War [at Boston], and had sailed from New Haven in Mr. Itacca's employ, &c., and when met expressed much Joy, as having been formerly acquainted.  The said Johnson seemed much rejoiced that he had met an old Friend now in Want, and that he could yield him some Assistance.  The transient Person soon flattered said Johnson to alter his Voyage, and travel Westward with him; so they both passed the Ferry together.  The same afternoon two men were observed to be eating Bread and Cheese together at the Place where the dead Body was found.--Also, after that one Man appeared there as if putting on a Pair of Shoes.  N. B.  The Shoes of the transient Person, which were observed by some as old and much worn, where found in the weeds not far from the Corps.--No Doubt the supposed Friend was the Murderer."

#272 CJNH 1/1/1773:  dtl New York, 12/28:  HOM in CT:  some days ago James Sheels, a sailor, arrested on suspicion of murdering a man near Saybrook Ferry in Ct, recently, as advertised in the papers.  But the master & mate of a sloop, lately arrived severally making oath that Sheels shipped himself at the Island of Hispaniola on 10/25 last on board their sloop & remained on board until 12/3, so he was discharged.

#307:  CJNH, 9/3/1773 (F):  (3:3):  dtl New Haven:  HOM in CT:  "A transient Fellow is taken up at Norwich, who is suspected to be the Person that murdered James Johnson, at Say Brook in the Month of October last--He is committed to Goal."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[30]
Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:



Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:


Victim:  

James Johnson

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
young man

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:

joiner, chaise maker

Town:


Saybrook (formerly of Norwich, CT; had apprenticed in London, Eng.) 

Birthplace:

England

Religion:




Organizations:



1773, Dec. 25




Litchfield, LIT

P



CT


DATE:  ct. rec. says 12/25, newspaper 12/28

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL
Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:
Christmas
Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  29


HOM:  Alexander Thompson (assisted by Nancy Mitchell) m. Henry MacAiley


Weapon:  d. 1/23  [phys]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  yes


Indictment?  yes, both ind. for mansl.  AT did "wilfully strike & wound" HM "many Blows with his . . . fist upon the head, Neck, Armes and Breast of" HM "by means where of the Breast bone and the Right Coller bone" of HM "were fractured Separated and Deprest about half an Inch and the Solors of his Scull bone on the Right side of his head were fractured and separated of the Length of one Inch."  Mortal wound to the head & breast by AT.


Term?:  2/1774t:  Litchfield


Court proceedings:  AT:  pNG.  fG by jury.  Burn in hand with M, 30 striped, forfeited his goods, L. 23 costs.  //  NM:  pNG.  fNG.  L. 23 costs.

Source:  

Litch. Co. Sup. Ct:  21: 164-5.  Includes inquest.


Ct. Crimes and Misd., ser. 1, 6: 22


Petition of NM to the Gen. Assembly, 5/1774 -- acquitted but confined to Litch. Co. jail for nonpayment of costs.  "Melancholy" -- speaks of "the very unhappy affray that fell out upon" 25th -- 1 mo. before HM's death.  Says McC "was the aggressor . . . your memorialist a poor Helpless woman [crossed out:  "being one of the weaker vessels"] humbly implores the consideration" of the Gen. Assembly because of "her extream Poverty: & declining State of Health" to order her release.  "Whereby your Honours will make the Heart of one Widow more, to sing for Deliverance from the gloomy Horrors of a nauseous Goal:  blackening at the approach of a sweltry summer."  [Signed]  //  decision of the Assembly:  the sheriff is to dispose of her in servie for payment of costs, and if that cannot be done, to take her note and release her.


Ct. Crimes and Misd., ser. 1, 6: 70-74


Petition of AT to the Gen. Assembly, 10/1776:  regretable affray.  NW "was likewise engaged in the Affray . . . beat the Scull of sd McAuly with a Distaff and stamped on his Breast with her feet and it was the Opinion of the Surgeons who dissectd him that he died of a wound in his Head and one in his breast . . . so that it is highly probable that sd McAuleys Death was oweing to sd Nancy but there was evidence against sd" NM "only what came from McAuley which the Jury who heard the Case Judged insufficient."  No intent to kill on AT's part; did not more "than is frequently done by many in affrays of the like kind."  Good sober conduct since his trial.  "has carefully avoided all occasions of quarrelling & tho several times greatly provoaked by the ill nature & meaness of som e who would remind him of his misfortunes" -- but is maintaining his family & beginning to prosper:  has accounts & is being taken Advantage of due to disbarment."  [signed]


two bills passed:


10/1776:  AT gains the privilege of giving evidence


5/1778:  all privileges restored

Newspaper:


#331:  CJNH, 2/18/1774:  dtl NH:  HOM in CT:  "In an Affray at Litchfield, about the 28th of December last, one Alexander Thompson and a young Woman, (whose Name we have not heard) wounded on M'Caulay, about 30 Years old, by Trade a Shoe maker:  of which Wound he died about three Weeks after.  They were last Week indicted for Manslaughter before the Honorable Superior COurt at Litchfield; the young Woman was acquitted, but Thompson was found guilty, and sentenced to be whipt 30 Lashes, and to be branded on the Hand with the Letter M."  [CC 2/22]  [CC 3/1:  broke jail after receiving his punishment.]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Alexander Thompson 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:

yes

Occupation:

[lawyer]

Town:


Litchfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Nancy Mitchell 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult 
"young woman"

Literate:

y

Marital Status:

widow

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient; formerly of Canaan

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Henry MacAiley

Ethnicity:

[Scot]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


30

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

shoemaker by trade

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1774, June




Goshen, LIT

P

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
[afternoon]

Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person m. unknown elderly man


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  in the woods near Goshen


Inquest:  yes.  Verdict:  willful murder


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fled
Source:  
Newspaper:


#390:  CJNH, 4/5/1775 (W):  3:2 dtl New Haven:  HOM in CT:  INQUEST ON BODY IN CT:  2 persons hunting in woods near Goshen, Litchfield Co., found skeleton of a man, appeared elderly, dead 2 or 3 yrs.  Blue Kersey Coat, Claret colored Breeches, Yarn Stockings & castor Hat.  Very large man.  "the opinion of the Jury, that he was an aged Person; but no Information has been procured who he was, or how he came to his End."  [CC 4/10, supplement:  "It seems that some Time in the Month of June last, about 3 o'Clock in the Afternoon, the Cry of Distress and Murder was heard by a Couple of Men not far distant from this Place; The Cry was so distinctly heard, that they immediately endeavoured to look up the Person whom they supposed in Distress:  But, tho' anxious to afford Relief, they searched the Woods in vain, the Remainder of the Afternoon, not being able to make any Discovery.  On finding the above mentioned Corps; a Jury of Inquest was impannelled--Verdict, "Wilful Murder, by some Person unknown."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult  elderly, aged

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1775, Apr. 22




Westmoreland, LIT

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  FEUD over possession of a house

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Levina Hawkins m. Mr. Abial West


Weapon:  shot from a gun loaded with shot and beans.  d. .5 hr.


Circumstances:  AW was one of a group of men who had come to dispossess LH of the house she occupied that belonged to William Williams (formerly of Goshen).  LH had an old grudge against AW, and shot him.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

#396:  CJNH, 5/17/1775 (W):  6:3 dtl Hartford, 5/15:  HOM in CT?:  "Last week Levina Hawkins of Westmoreland was committed to the goal in Litchfield, for the murder of Mr. Abial West, on the 22d day of April past, at said Westmoreland."


#397:  CJNH, 5/24/1775 (W):  6:3 dtl New London, 5/19:  HOM in CT:  "A letter from a Gentleman at Westmoreland, to the Printer, dated the 4th Instant, says,--'On the 22d day of April, a murder was committed in this town by the widow Levina Hawkins, on the body of Mr. Abial West, some of the particulars are as follows,--the widow Hawkins had got the possession of a house belonging to Mr. William Williams, (formerly of Groton) and some attempts had been made to dispossess her, and on the 22d of April some people had collected themselves at the House, and among the rest this Mr. West, who came to grind an ax, and it seems she had an old grudge against him, and fired a gun loaded with some shot and beans into this head, and he died in about half an hour after."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Levina Hawkins 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
widow

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Westmoreland

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. Abial West

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Westmoreland

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1775, Dec.




Westmoreland, LIT

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Blunket, Samuel Hunter, William Skill, Isaac Dalson and others [assume 6] m. John Baker Otis (ensign) and John Bowen


Weapon:  guns


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 12/24/1775:  verdict:  that the bullets shot into the head and body of the deceased by William Blunket, Samuel Hunter, William Skill, Isaac Dalson and others, "a party with them (who had actually made an Invasion on this town by Robbing and Plundering severall Inhabitants and Driving in Others with women and Children before them) were the Real Occasion of their Deaths."


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Litchfield Co. Sup. Ct. papers by subject, box 300:  inquests.

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Blunket 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Samuel Hunter

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

William Skill

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 4:  

Isaac Dalson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

John Baker Otis (ensign)

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

John Bowen

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1776, Feb. 15




Lyme, NL

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Jacob Occuish m. Mary Occuish


Weapon:  mangled with a hatchet


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, for murder.


Term?:  3/1776t:  Norwich


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG of murder, but fG of mansl.  Branded, 39 stripes, forfeited his goods, costs.

Source:  

Conn. Sup. Ct. -- Norwich 3/1776t:  21: 367-8

Newspaper:


#437 CJNH, 2/28/1776 (W):  3:3 dtl New London, 2/23:  HOM WIFE in CT:  "Last Thursday Se'night, a most shocking Murder was committed at Niantic in Lyme, on the Body of Mary Cuish, an Indian, by her Husband Jacob Cuish, as appears partly by his own Confession.--Her Head and Shoulders were mangled in a terrible Manner with a Hatchet.  Last Saturday he was commit[t]ed to Goal in this Town.  He appears to be very penitent.  It is said they lived in the utmost Harmony, till this fatal Affair."  BGAZ 2/26:  "an Indian Man put an End to his Wife, by severing her Head from her Body.  Immediately after which, he delivered himself up to justice."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Jacob Occuish 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Mary

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Niantic in Lyme

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mary Occuish

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Jacob

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Niantic in Lyme

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1776, June 7




FAI

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD EMPLOYEE by EMPLOYER

Motive:  POLITICAL REBEL by TORY / MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:
n

Time of day:
morning

Days to death:  0


HOM:  William Prindle m. John McKenzie


Weapon:  severed JM's head with an axe, while JM was asleep


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  2/1779t:  Fairfield


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  [probably fNG by reason of insanity]
Source:  

Conn. Sup. Ct., Fairfield, 2/1779t:  22: 102

Newspaper:


CC, 6/17/1776:  dtl New York, 6/13:  HOM in CT:  "We hear from Fairfield in Connecticut, that last Friday morning the 7th instant, one William Prindle, living between Newtown and Redding, having hired to work for him, a labourer whom on conversing with, he discovered to be a friend to American rights and freedom, in opposition to parliamentary claims of power, he conceived on that account, such an aversion to the poor man, that watching an opportunity when he was fast asleep, he at one blow with a broad ax, severed his head from his body, of which he boasted to the neighbours, saying he had cut off the head of a damned whig, and wished he could serve them all so.  He was committed to Fairfield goal, but is supposed to be a little insane."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

William Prindle 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

farm laborer
Town:


Stratford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John McKenzie

Ethnicity:

[Scot]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

farm laborer

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1776, Dec. 31 




New London, NL

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  John Dennis m. William Garrick


Weapon:  struck on head with a hoe


Circumstances:  Hearn calls this "a squabble with a colleague."


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1777t:  Norwich


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang.  Executed 8/6/1777.

Source:  

Conn. Sup. Ct., Norwich 3/1777t:  21: 405.


Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 157.

Newspaper:


#483 CJNH, 1/15/1777 (W):  4:1 dtl New London, 1/10:  HOM \ MANSL in CT:  "About ten days ago some difference happening between one John Dennis of this town, and --- Perkins, belonging to the ship Oliver Cromwell, Dennis struck Perkins on the head with a hoe, which fractured his scull, and he lies dangerously ill.  Dennis is committed to jail."


#484 CJNH, 1/29/1777 (W):  2:2 dtl New London, 1/24:  MANSL in CT:  "Last Friday died here, William Garick, of the Wounds he received from John Dennis, (as lately mentioned in this Paper, wherein the deceased's Name was called Perkins, through wrong Information)."


#495 CJNH, 4/9/1777 (W):  3:1 dtl New London, 4/4:  "At the Superior Court held at Norwich last week, one John Denniss of New London was found guilty of the Murder of William Garrick, and received sentence of death."  [CC 4/7]


#513 CJNH, 8/13/1777 (W) 3:2 dtl New London, 8/8:  HOM / EXEC in CT:  "Last Wednesday was executed at Norwich, John Dennis of this town, mariner, for the murder of William Garrick, as has been mentioned in this paper:  He has left a widow and five small children."  [CC 8/11]


Norwich Packet, 8/11/1777


Connecticut Gazette (New London), 1/10 & 1/24 & 8/8/1777

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

John Dennis 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:

5 small children

Occupation:

mariner

Town:


New London

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

William Garrick

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
 "minor"

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

mariner on the ship Oliver Cromwell
Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1777, Dec. 25




New Haven, NH

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM WHIG by TORY

Motive:  POLITICAL 

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. Tories [assume 5] m. Lt. Barber


Weapon:  shot with buckshot.  d. inst.  [musket]

Circumstances:  ambush:  in company with another officer, walked out a few miles from our camp near the Saw-Pits, and on their return, a party of Tories concealed, rose and fired on them with buck shot.  [road]

Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fled
Source:  
Newspaper:


#537 CJNH, 1/28/1778 (W):  4:2 dtl New Haven:  HOM TORY v. REBEL in CT:  "On the 25th ult. Lieut. Barber, of Groton, in company with another officer, walked out a few miles from our camp near the Saw-Pits, and on their return, a party of Tories concealed, rose and fired on them with buck shot, when Lieut. Barber was shot through the body, and died immediately."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Lt. Barber

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Groton

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

Lt. in Connecticut militia or the Continental army

1778, Feb. 28




HAR

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Robert Johnson m. Reliance Tousley


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1778t:  Hartford


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  to pay costs.

Source:  

Ct. Sup. Ct., Hartford 3/1778t:  22: 12-13

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Robert Johnson 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Reliance Tousley

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Fairfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1778, Aug. 25




Stonington, NL

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM by THIRD-PARTY intervening in FIGHT

Motive:  FIGHT at TAVERN over HORSE RACE

Intox?:  [prob. all]

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  1


HOM:  Isaac Frink m. Samuel Holmes


Weapon:  the mortal wound came from the impact of a fall to the floor as both men fell together


Circumstances:  fight at dwelling house of John York, innholder


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Source:  New London County Superior Court Files, Papers by Subject: Inquests, c. 1711‑1870, A‑M, Box 134, RG 3, at CSL


Stonington, 27 Aug. 1778:

SH of Stonington now lying Dead, viewed body and had before us Sundry Wits sworn adn examined, find "that on the Evening of the 25th of Aug 1778 at the Dwellg house of John York of Sd Ston'n Inholder there Arose a Dispute Between the Deses'd & some other person Conserning a horse Rase which had been on sd 25th...and after some Blows Struck By the Desd. Isaac Frink of sd Ston'n Came Up and told the sd SH that he ought Not to Fall on a Man Smaller then himself on which a Quarrel & fight Ensued Between the sd Holms and the sd Frink Sundry Blows Struck & they Closed together and both fell on the floor of sd house & we find that the sd Des'd. SH Lived after sd fall Near 20 hours & then Died & we find that sd Dec'd had no Use of any of his Limbs after sd fall Untill he died whereupon we are of opinion & Judge that by the aforesd fall...he Receved such a fatal Blow that it Caused his Death all which we prsent to" Paul Wheeler JP

Simeon Minor, Joshua Brown, Danl Burdick, Benj Clarke, Joshua Babcock, David Wells, Henry Miner, James Miner, Joshua Burtch, John Langowrthy, Stephen Hall, Tho Langworthy


Costs on back:  incl 14 Evidences attendance, total L4.18.0

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Isaac Frink 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Holmes

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1778, Nov. 20




Wallingford, NH

P
Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:
n

Time of day:
night

Days to death:  


HOM:  ___ Cole m. Moses Tyler


Weapon:  gunshot


Circumstances:  near the house of MT


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed

Source:  
Newspaper:


#580 CJNH, 11/25/1778 (W):  3:1 dtl New Haven:  HOM IN CT:  "Last Friday night, Mr. Moses Tyler, of Wallingford, was shot dead near his house, by one Cole, said to be disordered in his mind, and is now confined in our gaol, to take his trial at the next Superior Court."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___ Cole 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Wallingford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Moses Tyler

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Wallingford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1779, June




Norwich, NL

P

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   poss. a false report of HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  TAX RESISTANCE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person m. several unk. persons [assume 2]

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  attempted rescue of 40 persons confined in jail for refusing to pay new taxes.  Several lives lost.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

F. M. Caulkins, History of Norwich, Connecticut (Norwich:  Thomas Robinson, 1845), 233-47.  No loss of life in Norwich, according to this excellent town history, based on oral tradition and archival research, including the New London Gazette.  XEROXED 240-6:  consult them if these homicides did in fact occur.  Clear that taxation & economic hardship fueled class resentments throughout the war.



--Speaks of the solidarity, patriotism, & sacrifice of the inhabitants, including their generous contributions in Jan. 1778 to "a general contribution" from the town to the army:  a low estimate of the value of the contribution was $1400 in Continental currency (the contribution was in kind:  clothing, wood, flax, and foodstuffs were included).  (236)  //  also speaks of hospitality toward French troops that on several occasions camped in the vicinity of Norwich (237-40)



--speaks of scarcity of wheat and salt during the war, & efforts to regulate prices of scarce commodities by legislation in 1777-8 (240-4)



--notes a protest of the town against economic conditions and policies in 1778.  Instructions to town representatives to the legislature:  (243-4)

1.  To use their influence to have taxes more equitable.

2.  To have bills of credit called in.

3.  Forfeited estates confiscated.

4.  The yeas and nays on all important questions published.

5.  Profane swearing punished by disability to sustain offices.



On Oct. 1, 1778, the town votes to present a memorial to the General Assembly, "praying for a just and equitable system of taxation and representation."  Extract from the memorial:  "The Poll-tax your memorialists consider at the present day, an insupportable burden on the poor, while a great part of the growing estate of the rich is by law exempt from taxation.  The present mode of representation is also objected to by your memorialists.  They believe all who pay taxes and are of sober life and conversation, ought to have a voice in all public communities, where their monies and properties are disposed of for public use."



--another formal petition soon followed, asking that all kinds of property be taxed, so that the tax burden be distributed according to a person's actual wealth.  Denounced the poll tax as a double tax on the young and the poor, who must serve their country in the armed forces and who must delay marriage because of economic hardship and the poll tax.  (244-5)

Newspaper:


#611 CJNH, 6/30/1779 (W):  3:1 dtl New York, 6/26:  TAX RESISTANCE / HOM IN CT:  "We are lately informed that a body of stubborn Jonathans lately took occasion to refuse payment of some new taxes demanded of them at Norwich, in Connecticut, whereupon forty were sent to prison; this exasperated their friends, who collected in great numbers for their rescue, in which attempt violence ensued, & several lives were lost."


NEW YORK GAZETTE and WEEKLY MERCURY [New York City:  a Tory newspaper -- speak of "the Refugees" & prints items "From REBEL PAPERS."], 6/14 - 7/5/1779:  nothing.


CT GAZETTE (New London), read 5/27 - 7/8/1779:  nothing:  no reports, arrest notices, denials.  Read just the New London column from 5/13 through 7/21.


Connecticut Gazette (New London), 7/1/1779:  item on a town meeting in New London, 6/28/1779:  "VOTED, That we approve of the rising Spirit in the City of Philadelphia, against the enormous Growth of Monopoly and Oppression, and that we will Cooperate with the other Towns in this State in every Measure to remedy that growing Evil.


VOTED, That a Committee of three Persons be appointed to correspnd with the several Towns in this County on that Subject, and desire a Meeting of a Committee from the other Towns accordingly.


Winthrop Saltonstall, Esq.


William Hilhouse, Esq.


John Deshon, Esq.


Chosen a Committee.


VOTE, That the foregoing Votes be printed in the publick News Paper."


[The same issue prints the proceedings of popular meetings in Boston and the resolves of a committee of "gentlemen" appointed to consider "resolves and regulations" that they deem necessary, concerning the "late rapid depreciation of our currency," which is blamed on "Hawkers and Monopolizers who have crept from every hole of obscurity, and daring to assume the character of merchants, are adding to the miseries of this distressed town, not only by extorting the most extravagant prices for those articles which Heaven has design'd for the comfort and support of life, but are in this way in the most effectual manner furthering the designs of our enemies, by embarrassing our finances, and distressing the families of those brave men, who despiting such dirty gains, and encountering hardships and dangers in the field for our security and welfare."  Among the resolves:


--support the regulation of prices of necessities by fixing prices.


--all who refuse to accept continental currency & who demand hard currency instead for rents or another other articles "shall not remain among us, but be transported to our enemies, as unworthy and dangerous members of society."


--ask that tradesmen and laborers lower their wage demands proportionately as prices are lowered.


The Boston committee is authorized to correspond with "the committee of the body of Philadelphia" about pursuing these remedies jointly.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  


___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1779, June




East Hartford, HAR

P

INQ

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unk. person m. unknown man


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  found in the woods, at East Hartford, near Olcott's tavern; the flesh was nearly consumed; a pair of [black leather] saddle bags were found near the body, containing some shirts, &c.


Inquest:  i.d. 10/20/1779:  verdict:  murder


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fled
Source:  

Source:  Hartford Co. Superior Court Files, [Papers by Subj?],  Inquests, 1711‑1849, RG 3, Box 100, at CSL.


Hartford, Oct. 20, 1779:  summoned for "inquest upon the remains of a dead Person found in the Parish of Orford in" Hartford, made examination into circums atteding the dead body "and the cloaths found near it," give our judgmt that the Person "came to an untimely Death by the hand of violence from some Person unknown to us."  Benajah Phelps, Allen Olcott, Silas Spencer et al.  No JP given

Newspaper:


#626 CJNH, 10/27/1779 (W):  3:1 dtl New Haven:  HOM ROBBERY in CT:  "Wednesday last, the dead body of a man was found in the woods, at East Hartford, near Olcott's tavern; the flesh was nearly consumed; a pair of [black leather] saddle bags were found near the body, containing some shirts, &c.  The body is suppos'd to be the remains of a gentleman, who was travelling from the State of Rhode Island, to Philadelphia, who has been missing since June last, about which time it is supposed he was murdered, and robb'd of his money.  We do not learn, that any discovery has been made of the perpetrator of the horrid act."  [CC, 11/9:  found 10/19 "in this town, in a thicket of bushes, at a small distance from a public road," the skeleton of man presumed murdered in June or July.  Small pistol with a brass barrel, long dark hair, silver headed whip.  etc.  Identity unknown.  SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE SAME PERSON.]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

gentleman

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1779, [July]




Stonington, NL

INQ

NOTE:  no statement of murder in the inquest, but the fact the rope was cut by persons unknown is a potential sign of foul play
Class:   uncertain
Crime:   poss HOM / poss SUI

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  [poss POLITICAL / lynching]

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person suspected of m. unk. man


Weapon:  Came to his End by Being hang'd by the neck and then Cut down into the water with the Rope about his neck"  


Circumstances:  found on Lydia's Island near Mason's Point


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Source:  New London Co Superior Court Files, Papers by Subject, 

Inquests: N‑Z (c. 1711‑1875), Box 135, at CSL.

Return of Jury summoned on 8/1/1779, to view a dead man found on Lydia's Island near Mason's Point in Stonington, sworn the same day:  having examined "Every Circumstance in  in [sic] our power we Judged that sd person Came to his End by Being hang'd by the neck and then Cut down into the water with the Rope about his neck"  Joseph Isham Jr et al.       (No Jp mentioned)


a suicide, with later cutting down of the body?

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1779, Aug. 8




Saybrook, NL

P

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  RESISTING ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun

Holiday?:

n

Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Mr. Tully m. two men


Weapon:  gunshot


Circumstances:  at dwelling house of Mr. Tully, an officer of the fort at Saybrook, who had custody of goods seized from a boat engaged in illicit trade


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

#617 CJNH, 8/25/1779 (W):  3:2-3 dtl New London, 8/18:  HOM DURING ATTEMPTED ROBBERY IN CT:  "We hear from Say Brook, that a Boat lately returning into Connecticut River, from Long Island, where she had been on an illicit Trade, was stopped by the Fort at Say-Brook, when a Quantity of Goods were taken out of the Boat, and lodged in the Custody of one Mr. Tully, an Officer of the Fort, who stored them in his Dwelling House; and on Sunday Night 8th instant, eight Men broke into the House, with a View of carrying off the Goods; on which the Officer fired on them, killed two at the first Shot, and wounded another with a Bayonet:  On this the others made off, carrying the wounded Man with them.--A Warning to this kind of Gentry."

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused:  

Mr. Tully

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Saybrook

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

an officer of the fort at Saybrook

Victim 1:   

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:   

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1780, Feb. 3




Washington, LIT

CT

P



TRACT


NOTE:  Hearn says 2/4

NOTE:  copied to child homicide file
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM:  2 adults and 3 grandchildren

Rela:    HHLD EMPLOYER & FAMILY by EMPLOYEE

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Barnett Davenport and Nicholas Davenport m. Mr. & Mrs. Caleb Mallory and their three grandchildren


Weapon:  club

Circumstances:  see Hearn for story.  In the home of the victims.

Inquest:  


Indictment?  BD:  yes, murder and arson.  ND:  yes, as accessory to murder and arson.


Term?:  4/1780t:  Litchfield


Court proceedings:  BD:  DEATH.  Executed 5/8/1780.  ND:  pNG.  fG.  Whipping & 10 years in Newgate prison and costs.

Tract:


A Brief Narrative of the Life and Confession of Barnett Davenport (pamphlet, American Antiquarian Society)

Source:  

Litch. Co. Sup. Ct. Records, 1780-9, Box 190, File D, Ct. State Archives.


Conn. Crimes & Misd. 6: 118.  Includes two petitions from ND requesting permission to enlist in the army:  both denied.

2) to Barnet Davenport case (1780):

Source:  History of Litchfield County, Connecticut, with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of its Prominent Men and Pioneers (Phila:  J.W. Lewis & Co., 1881), p. 143:


Executed May 8, 1780:  Barnet Davenport, aged 20, was executed for murder and arson in Washington.  "Residing as a laborer in the family of Caleb Mallory, he entered the sleeping-room of Mr. and Mrs. M at midnight and beat them to death with a club, and their little grandchild shared the same fate. After robbing the house and setting it on fire the murderer fled, leaving two other persons asleep who perished in the flames." (p. 143)


Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 162-4.

Newspaper:

#642 CJNH, 2/16/1780 (W):  2:2 dtl New Haven:  HOM ROBBERY IN CT:  "The following are all the particulars we have been able to collect of a most barbarous murder, committed at Washington, in this State.  On the night of the third inst. the dwelling house of Mr. Caleb Mallery, a wealthy farmer, of that town, was observed to be on fire, but standing remote from neighbours, it was not discovered until the house was nearly destroyed; and as none of the family were to be found, it was concluded at first, that they had all perished in bed, while asleep; it consisted of Mr. Mallery, his wife, their three grandchildren, and one Barnard Davenport, a youth of about 20, a native of New Milford, who had for some time been in the employ of Mr. Mallory.  On searching the rubbish, after the fire was out, the bones of Mr. Mallery, his wife, and the children, were found near the appartment where they lodged, but as the bones of Davenport, who lodged in another part, could not be found, and several other circumstances made it strongly suspected that he had murthered the family, robbed the house, and then set it on fire, to hide his villainy.  We hear he has been taken up, and committed to Litchfield County gaol, and owns he is guilty of the black crimes of having most inhumanly murthered Mr. Mallery, then Mrs. Mallery, and two of the children, while in bed, and after plundering the house, set it on fire, and that he heard the child, whom he had spared for a more painful death, calling for help, from the flames.  The mother of the children, being from home, escaped the unhappy fate of the rest of the family."  [CC, 2/15:  letter from Litchfield, 2/10:  ditto.]]  BGAZ 3/6.


#653 CJNH, 5/4/1780 (Th):  3:3 dtl New Haven:  HOM in CT:  "Last Week, Barnard Davenport, had his trial before the honorable Superior Court at Litchfield, and sentenced to be hang'd next Monday, for the Murder of Mr. Mallary, &c. as mentioned in this Paper of the 16th of February last.  His brother, who was accessary in the affair, we hear, is sentenced to be whipt, and confined ten years in New-Gate prison."  [CC, 5/9:  BD indicted at special sup. court at Litchfield on 4/25, & Nicholas Davenport indicted as being an accessory.  BD:  confessed & pG.  Death.  To hang 5/8.  ND:  pNG, fG.  10 yrs. in Newgate, 39 lashes, 1 hr on gallows.]


#655 CJNH, 5/18/1780 (Th):  3:3 dtl New Haven:  HOM IN CT / EXEC:  "Monday fe'nnight was executed at Litchfield, pursuant to his sentence, Barnard Davenport.--At the place of execution, he acknowledged his sentance to be just, and warned youth to shun those ways of wickedness, which had procured him his ignominious and untimely end.  His Brother, Nicholas Davenport, who was accessary, (agreeable to sentence) sat on the gallows at the time of the execution, and is to be confined in New-gate, as has been mentioned."

Census:  

Genealogy:

BD:  b. at New Milford 10/25/1760

Accused 1:  

Barnett Davenport

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:


m

Age:



19

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:


n

Occupation:

farm laborer

Town:


Washington

Birthplace:

New Milford

Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Nicholas Davenport

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:


m

Age:



17

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:


n

Occupation:

farm laborer

Town:


New Milford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Caleb Mallory

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:


m

Age:



adult

Literate:




Marital Status:
m

Children:


yes, grown

Occupation:

farmer -- wealthy

Town:


Washington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

Mrs. Caleb Mallory

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Caleb

Children:

yes, grown

Occupation:

farm wife -- wealthy

Town:


Washington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

___

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:




Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 4:  

___

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:




Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 5:  

___

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:




Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1780, Sept. 20




Salisbury, LIT

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
11pm

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Frank m. Pomp


Weapon:  struck with a sword, 5" wound.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  2/1781t:  Litchfield


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG of murder, but fG of mansl.  Branded with M and whipped 39 stripes on the back, adjudge all his goods forfeit, & L. 81.7.0 costs.  ex. gr.

Source:  

Ct. Sup. Ct., Litchfield 2/1781t:  22: 300-1

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Frank

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

servant and slave to Col. Samuel Blackden

Town:


Salisbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Pomp

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant and slave to Col. Elisha Shelden

Town:


Salisbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1781, May 18




HAR

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ESCAPE FROM PRISON

Intox?:  

Day of week:
Th

Holiday?:
n

Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. prisoners [assume 3] in Newgate prison m. Mr. Sheldon


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

#708 CJNH, 5/24/1781 (Th):  3:3 dtl New Haven:  HOM in CT / ESCAPE:  "Last Thursday evening [5/18] the prisoners confined in New-Gate, to the number of about 28, made their escape.  They killed one of the centries, a Mr. Shelden of Suffield, wounded one or two others, and carried off the arms belonging to the guard.  Several of the prisoners are since taken."  [CC, 5/22.   Advertisement from Roger Newbury, Brigadier-General, from Windsor, Ct:  Chadwell Parsons, Luke Morris, Wm Young, & Stephen Prentice, for CFT:  Nicholas Davenport, accessary in murder & house burning; Pelatiah Turner, for horse stealing, attempting to join the enemy, etc. David Worster, Samuel Doolittle, & Henry Worster, for illicit trade & joining the enemy; Benj. Prescott, for illicit trade; Peter Stackett, Joel Heacock, Ebenezer Hathaway, Thos Smith, & Wm Wharton, for joining the enemy; Elihu Rennals, James Derby, Heth Baldwin, Samuel Hoit, Ephraim Palmer, & James Bush, court martial.  Supposed they will "attempt to join the enemy."]  BGAZ 5/28.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. Shelden

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

sentry at Newgate prison

Town:


Suffield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1781, Sept. 6




Groton, NL

MEMOIR

NOTE:  how many victims?  Should they be included in the homicide totals?  

Class:   certain:  probably 30 to 40 adults

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM PATRIOT PRISONERS of WAR by BRITISH SOLDIERS

Motive:  POLITICAL / WAR CRIME

Intox?:  [no]

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  British officers and soldiers m. Colonel William Ledyard, Captain Allen, a number of men named Avery, Jehiel Judd, a man named Frink, another man named Alleen, two men named Miner (one a drummer & the other a fifer)

Captain Allen m. the British commander


Weapon:  swords


Circumstances:  at Fort Griswold.  Colonel William Ledyard surrendered his garrison of about 75 men to a British force that had surrounded the fort, but the British refused to accept their surrender.  An unknown number of soldiers escaped when the massacre started, but those trapped in the fort were massacred.

Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Dann, John C., ed. (1980) The Revolution Remembered: Eyewitness Accounts of the War for Independence. Chicago: University of Chicago Press: 34-9.  Narrative of Joseph Wood (b. 1762 in Scituate, RI).  Enlisted in Continental Army at age 14 to serve General Nathan Olney for 1 year.  Moved with his parents to Colchester, CT in 1778 to be farther from the war.  There he served two 1-year tours with the Connecticut militia.  He escaped the massacre with a man named Avery.

JW’s account:  “When Colonel Ledyard found that he was not able to withstand the attack upon the fort, he opened the gate to surrender.  As he did so, the British commander asked, ‘Who commands this fort?’


Colonel Ledyard answered, ‘I did, but you do now,’ and presented to the British commander his sword.


The British commander took the sword and thrust it through Colonel Ledyard.  This I heard and saw.  Upon that, Captain Allen, who was standing nearby in the act of presenting his sword to surrender, drew it back and thrust it through the British officer who had thus killed Colonel Ledyard.  Captain Allen was then immediately killed by the British.  This I also saw.  I then leaped the walls and made my escape.”

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1782, May 15




East Haddam, HAR

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER

Motive:  ABUSE / CORRECTION

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Thomas Cates m. Mehitable Lord


Weapon:  suffocated with a halter


Circumstances:  at TC's house


Inquest:  


Indictment?  ind. for mansl.  "having in his Custody & charge in his dwelling" ML "for the pretended purpose of administering Correction" to her he "unlawfuly Inhumainly and Cruelly did make fast a halter at one End thereof about her Neck - She standing on the floor in one of the Lower Rooms & made fast & tied the other End to the Timber & Chamber floor over her head" & did then so straigthen draw & tie the said halter that ML could not sit or lie down on the floor & so confined & kept her for more than 1 hr when she "grew weak and faint with long standing in that Condition and sink down with her weight in part on part on sd Halter as the same was slipped & tied on around her Neck" "whereby her Breath was stopped & She Instantly died."


Term?:  9/1782t:  Hartford


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  disfranchised & to pay costs.

Source:  

Ct. Sup. Ct., Hartford, 9/1782t:  23: 41-2.

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Cates 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


East Haddam

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mehitable Lord

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of TC

Town:


East Haddam

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1782, July 19




New London, NL

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  [two men from England] m. ___ Braughton


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:


#771 CJNH, 8/8/1782 (Th):  1:3-2:1 dtl New London, 8/7:  HOM in CT:  "Monday last, the head of a human body was found floating in the water near the light-house:  it was brought on shore, and a jury being impannelled, gave in their verdict, that the head had been severed from the body of some person unknown to them, by an ax or other sharp weapon.  There appeared to be a bruize on the side of the fore-head, and a mark in the cheek which had the appearance of having been done by a bayonet; the flesh was much bloated & the hair fell off.



One Braughton, a currier, has been missing since Friday night the 19th ult. at which time he was seen in company with two old countrymen, who, the day after the above discovery, were taken into custody, and are under examination."  [CC 8/6]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:   

___

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient / New London

Birthplace:

England

Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:   

___

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient / New London

Birthplace:

England

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Braughton

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

currier

Town:


New London

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1782, Dec. 11




Weathersfield, HAR

P

TRACT


NOTE:  copied to child homicide file

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / SUI: 1 adult & 4 children
Rela:    FAMILICIDE

Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  no
Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  William Beadle m. Lydia Beadle (his wife) and his four children


Weapon:  knife & axe.  Then shot himself.


Circumstances:  at home


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  none

Source:  
Tract:

Ritz 5.04 (8)


Thomas Fitch, A Proclamation...for the Observation of the Sabbath, [Dec. 5], 1757, Norwich     At CSL: between pp. 34 and 35, RG 5


[Famous familicide case:  see Dan Cohen article, other lit] On back, in a neat script, is a long summary of the familicide case of Elisha Witter (1781), and below that is:


[Bottom left quarter of the sheet, in the same hand as      above:]  summarizes the 1782 story of Beadle's murder of his  Family, under Deistical influence, in Weathersfield:  knife in wife and 4 children, pistol to kill self... "the Jury of Inquest were of opinion that he was of sound Mind", was buried the next day "without any Marks of Respect"

Newspaper:
CJNH, 12/19/1782:  dtl Hartford, 12/17:  HOM FAMILICIDE in CT:  at Wethersfield, CT, morning of 12/11, about sunrise.  "William Beadle, a native of South-Britain who has resided in that town nearly ten, and in America, about 20 years, who became acquainted with, and married (at Fairfield, in this State, about 14 years since) an amiable woman of a reputable family, by whom he had four lovely and promising children, one son and three daughters, whose education he superintended with great care and seeming solicitude, and was apparently an affectionate husband -- His business, which was that of a trader, declining some years since, he betook himself more to books than usual, and was unhappily fond of those esteemed Deistical; of late he rejected all Revelation, as imposition, and (as he expresses himself) "renounced all the popular religions of the world, he intended to die a proper Deist."  Having discarded all ideas of moral good and evil, he considered himself, and all the human race, as mere machines; and that he had a right to dispose of his own and the lives of his family.  In letters and papers he left addressed to sundry persons of his acquaintance, wrote a short time before his death, he declares he has had in contemplation for three years past the awful tragedy he now proceeded to act, with all imaginable deliberation and composure of mind.

   About sun-rise he sent his maid (the only person of the family who survived) with a letter to a friend in the neighbourhood, therein announcing his dreadful purpose, and declaring that before his friend should read the ltter, he and his family should enter into a happier state, and desring him to call two persons and come to his house, gently to alarm the neighbours, and advise them to be as collected in their minds and reason as he was.  . . .  All was over-He had made ready the knife, the ax and pistols, as weapons of death; the latter he made use of upon himself, the two former upon his family; these instruments he had carried with him to his bed-chamber for some weeks, under pretence of defending himself against thieves.--With the utmost secrecy, unperceived by any, he destroyed a worthy and beautiful wife, in the midst of life, and four pleasant children, sleeping in their beds, the eldest about 12 years of age, who the evening preceeding were like olive branches around his table-He closed the awful scene by destroying himself.  Some circumstances render it probable that he had given an opiate to the family before they retired to rest.

   Speaking of this catastrophe in one of his letters, he says, 'I mean to close the eyes of six persons, through perfect humanity and most endearing fondness and friendship; for never mortal father felt more of these tender ties than myself.'  Having become reduced in some degree in his circumstances, he rejected his former ideas of divine Revelation and belief of a future state of misery:  He adopted his new theoretic system which he now put in practice.

   The Jury of inquest, were of opinion, that he was of sound mind, and returned their verdict accordingly.  'Tis difficult to determine where distraction begins.  'Tis very evident he was rational on every other subject; on this no one conversed with him."

   Large funeral.  [[CC, 12/17:  on Th. the man "was buried without any masks of respect; and on Friday the unfortunate woman, with her children by her side, were interred in the grave, with every mark of respect."  "grief mingled with pity, displayed itself in every countenance, on the unusual and melancholy occasion.

   The humane and benevolent, while they execreate the deed and detest the direful principles productive of such effects, cannot fail to weep over the victims who fell a sacrifice to such mischievous error.""

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

William Beadle

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Lydia

Children:

4 ch

Occupation:

merchant

Town:


Weathersfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Lydia Beadle

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. William

Children:

4 ch

Occupation:

housewife

Town:


Weathersfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victims 2-5:  

___ Beadle

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

1 m & 3 f

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Weathersfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1785, Feb.




Stamford, FAI

INQ

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   poss HOM / poss CAS

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

HOM:  unk. person m. Candice


Weapon:  neck broken


Circumstances:  found in the road


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Source A:  Patricia L. Haslam, "'Deaths Untimely':  Fairfield Co, Conn Superior Court Inquests 1715‑1793," NEHGR (Jan. 1990), p. 46

Feb 2, 1785: Candice, a Negro woman late of Stamford, found dead in the road near the dwelling house of Mr. Wood Palmer... her death was occasioned by the hands of violence, as we found her neck broken.  

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Candice

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stamford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1785, Feb. 16




Barkhempstead, LIT

P

TRACT

CT


NOTE:  Hearn says 2/17
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:    night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Thomas Goss m. Sarah Goss


Weapon:  one stroke from an ax in the forehead and 1 or 2 strokes by the same weapon on the side of the head and through the ear, through the brain.


Circumstances:  the body found "lying in a Bed in the House of Thomas Goss."  see Hearn for story.  Said he killed her to prevent her from casting a spell on him.


Inquest:  i.d. 2/17/1785:  "we are of opinion" that SG was "wilfully murdered & slain by Thomas Goss - as by his own Confession thereof before this Jury that he did commit the Same on the night of the 16th or the morning of the 17th Feb."


Indictment?  yes, murder.


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  pNG, jG. Def pleads in arrest, presenting evidence that one juror wagered on Goss's condemnation 3 weeks before the trial: Ct. rules this not proven and insufficient.  Sentence:  DEATH by hanging.  Executed in Litchfield on 11/7/1785.

Source:  
Tract: 


Ritz 5.04 (6):  dated 1778, according to Ritz, when TG was executed.  Bristol B4,688; McDade 368.  


The Last Words and Dying Speech of Thomas Goss, in a Private Conference, Previous to His Execution. n.p., 1778.  (broadside at New York Public Library)


Richard Wheeler and George Hilton, eds., Barkhamsted Heritage (Barkhamsted Historical Society, 1975), 85, 141.

1) Conn. Superior Court Records, v. 24, 186-7:


The Grand Jurors present TG of Berkhemsted for on 2/17 last assaulted Sarah his wife, with malice aforethought wounded her with an Ax of 4sh. value, mortal wound on her temple 3 inches long and 2 inches deep of which she died, thus murder and agst Statute (as per indictment).   After the verdict, TG  "Moves in Arrest and prays this Court to order a Replader Alledging that one of the Jurors who found the Verdict Against him (viz Elisha Smith) about three Week before his Tryal Gave his Opinion that said Goss ought to be hanged and offered and lay money in a Wager that said Goss would be hanged & that in his Opinion no proof or Degree of Insanity Could legally Clear Said Goss from Condemnation on his Tryal & if he said Smith were to Judge in the Case he would Condemn Said Goss to Death of Which Said Goss was Ignorant thereof at the time of Tryal" (as on file).  Counsel for the state and the prisoner were heard on the plea, Ct rules the evidence exhibited "Does Not in Manner Support the Allegations", thus insufficient in the Law.  Proceeds to sentence--no date for execution given here.

DO--files

3) to Sarah & thomas Goss case (1785):

Source:  History of Litchfield County, Connecticut, with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of its Prominent Men and Pioneers (Phila:  J.W. Lewis & Co., 1881), p. 143:


Thomas Goss of Barkhamsted, hanged in Nov. 1785 for the murder of his wife.  "In these days he would have been acquitted on the ground of insanity.  On the plea that his wife was a witch, he split her head open with an axe.  Though at times apparently rational, he sometimes declared that he was the second Lamb of God, that he was brother of Jesus  Christ, and that he was the child born of the woman mentioned in the Revelation of St. John, "before whom the dragon stood ready to devour the child;"  he forbade his counsel to apply for a reprieve, declared the sheriff could not hang him, etc." (p. 143)

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 169-70.

Newspaper:

CJNH, 2/23/1785:  dtl Hartford, 2/22:  HOM WIFE in CT:  2/16, wife of Thomas Goss of Barkhempstead murdered by her husband.  Split open her head with a sharp ax.  "It is said that he had, some time before, attempted to shoot her, but was prevented by neighbours accidetnally coming in."  Jailed.  "They have four children left to lament the melancholy scene."  [CJNH, 8/17; BGAZ 8/29:  Superior Ct. in Litchfield.  fG.  Death.]  [CJNH, 8/31:  dtl Litchfield, 8/16:  confessed.  Claimed after the judge handed down the verdict that insanity, not malice, was the cause of his act.]  [CJNH, 11/2:  to be executed 11/9]  

[CJNH, 11/23/1785:  dtl Litchfield, 11/15:  EXECUTION:  executed.  TG claimed "that wizards and witches haunted him; which ideas it seems he had adopted, some time in October 1784; and under pretence that his wife was a witch, he at first justified his conduct in depriving her of life.--Under such infantuation, he ordered his attorney, in most peremtory language, not to apply for a reprieve to any human tribunal; alledging, that his heavenly Father had forbidden all such proceedings.--He called himself the second Lamb of God:  said he ws brother of Jesus Christ; and sometimes said he was the child, born of the woman, mentioned in the Revelation of St. John, before whom the dragon stood, ready to devour the child, &c.--To such extravagant ideas, he added, that the Sheriff could not hang him; that his heavenly Father would interpose if the attempt was made, and he be liberated; and that thirty thousand males above fifteen years of age, would be instantly killed by the shock, in North-America.--He pertinaciously adhered to such wild opinions to the last moment of his life. . . .  He declared he never murdered any person in his life, excepting his wife; and the last word he said, was, that he believed the Sheriff could not hang him."  [CC 3/1]  [CC 8/22 & 8/29 & 11/14 & 11/28]


Litchfield Weekly Monitor, 11/15/1785

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Goss

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


52

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Sarah

Children:

3 ch.

Occupation:

innkeeper

Town:


Barkhamsted

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Sarah Goss

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


[35]

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Thomas

Children:

3 ch.

Occupation:

housewife
Town:


Barkhamsted

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1787, Nov. 1




Woodbury, LIT

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   prob CAS GUN

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Thomas Hurlburt m. David Downs


Weapon:  gun filled with gunpowder & paper wadding.  struck in head a little above eyebrows.  5" deep.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, mansl.  "did feloniously kill and slay"


Term?:  2/1788t:  Litchfield


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  L. 30 fine

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records 25:  401-2

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Hurlburt 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Woodbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

David Downs

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1790




Hartford, HAR

P

Class:   do not count yet
Crime:   prob. FALSE REPORT of HOM

Rela:   MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND or RELATIVE DAUGHTER-IN-LAW by MOTHER-IN-LAW, SISTER-IN-LAW by SISTER-IN-LAW and BROTHER-IN-LAW

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. person [Arthur Norcott suspected] m. Mrs. Arthur Norcott


Weapon:  knife, throat cut


Circumstances:  found on floor of home of victim


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:


STRAFFORD [N.H.] RECORDER, 10/7/1790:  "The wife of Arthur Norcott of Hartford, was found dead in her bed, a knife sticking in the floor, and her throat cut. -- But thirty days after her death, suspicions arising that she had been murdered, the body was taken from its grave in the presence of the jury and a great number of people; an appeal was brought by the son of the deceased against his father, grandmother, aunt and one Oakman, to whom the Aunt was married . . . .  The prisoners made no defence -- and the jury found all the defendants, except Oakman Guilty.  The judgment against the aunt was respited she being pregnant -- But the father of the plaintiff and husband of the deceased, together with the grandmother were executed."


CT GAZETTE (New London), 9/17 - 10/22/1790:  read all Ct. columns:  nothing.  


nothing in Hearn or in other Ct. newspapers or in court records.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Arthur Norcott

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mrs. Arthur Norcott

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Arthur

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1792, Sept.




Tolland, TOL

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unk. person m. Samuel Johnson


Weapon:  strokes to the head  [club]


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. at Tolland, Sept. __, 1792.  JP‑Benjamin Buell, Esq.  Verdict:  "....Came to his End By Strokes on his head by Some Person Unknown to Us."


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  [fled]
Source:  

Source A:  Tolland County Superior Court Files, Box 49, RG 3, at CSL (notes by Alexis)

Newspaper:

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Johnson

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1793, June




NL

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Peter Chappel m. Philip


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:


BGAZ 7/1/1793:  dtl New London, 6/27:  last Sun, PC jailed in New London, charged with murder of Philip, a negro man, property of Jason Allen on Montville.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Peter Chappel

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


New London

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Philip

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Jason Allen of Montville

Town:


Montville

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1793, July




New Haven, CT

P

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   SUS / poss HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unk. person may have m. Sarah


Weapon:  physical, fall down a well


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  accidental death


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:


Ct. Courant 7/15/1793:  dtl New Haven, 7/10:  "Wednesday morning last, the body of Sarah ___, a free mulatto, was found in a well in this city, her skull was much fractured, and some wounds on her face.  It is uncertain by what means she came to her death.--The jury's verdict was, 'Accidental death.'"

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Sarah

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

"free mulatto"

Town:


New Haven

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1793, Dec. 25




East Hartford, HAR

CT

FILE

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL RIVAL by HUSBAND

Motive:  JEALOUSY / POSSESSIVE

Intox?:  yes, all parties

Day of week:


Holiday?:

Christmas

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Tobias Cayes [aka Toby] m. George Pinny (and aik on TC's wife)


Weapon:  with a pitchfork, beat on head, arms, breast, & sides.  languished & d. 12/25


Circumstances:  found his wife and the victim embracing one another in a barn


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, malice aforethought


Term?:  2/1794:  Hartford


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG of murder, but fG of mansl.  20 stripes, branded on hand with M, goods and chattels forfeit, & costs, & forever forbidden from giving verdicts or testimony in courts.

Source:  
Ct. Superior Ct. rec 29: 119-20


ADD to Tobias Cayes (1794)

Source:  Hartford Co. Superior Court Files, Drawer 22, at CSL.  Bundle for 2/1794.


a. Indictment, plus list of "Witnesses:  Dr. Samuel Flagg, Jonathan Bidwell, Jonathan Bidwell, Jr., Aaron McKee"

b. JP record (4 sides:   XXD, to be sent)

c. Mittimus (copy): To Wm Redfield, keeper of Goal in Middetown for Mddlesex Co:  Whereas TC an Indian man now resident in E. Hartford, was arrested and brot befor me on the presentment of Nathan Merrow a lawf Cosntable of E. Hartford, complaining that he on 25th instant  [Dec] murder Geo Pinney an INdian man, late resident in Stonington with a hayfork, many wounds, Geo langu'd til 8 in the evening and died: a Justice Ct was held by me on 12/26, hearing the wits, are of opinion TC did commit the facts alleged, to be held over to Super Ct:  Ashbel Pitkin, JP  REturn: took the body of TC and delivered him to the Mid goal and care of Wm Redfield, 12/27


d. Bill of Costs:  XXD


e. Bill of Costs, order given 9/5/1794:  feb term 1794, "Costs not taxed in favor of the State Attorneys in his Bill ..: 2 subpenas & service.....5/4


14 Witnesses, vizt Shubael Albey, Elisha Bidwell, Moses Bidwell, Zebulun Bidwell, Elisha Bidwell Jr, Isaac Bellows, Aaron Burnham, Timothy Canada, Russell Abbey, Elishas Pitkin Esq., Samuel Pitkin, James Benjamin, Levi Risley, Daniel Marsh, attendance one day each, Travel & ferriage...14/6


TOTAL: L3.15.10


f. Writ of habeas corpus, HAR Super. Ct, Feb 1794: Whereas TC is confined in MD goal charged with the crime of murder [and another DEF, Isaac Phelps, ditto for Counterfeiting]: command you to bring them bef the Ct now sitting on Wed 2/12 to their prosecutions


g. [mss. copy] Inquest on Geo Pinney: dated E. Hartf 12/26/1793:  examining GP "an Indian Man now lying Dead, at the dwelling House of Jonathan Bidwell of sd E. Hrtfd, now before us, and We find the Marks of Violence with much Blood on his Head and Face, with one of his Armes broke and it is our Opinion that the sd. George came to his End by Wilful Murder, and Malice prepence"   Jurors: Daniel Pitkin, Elisha Murrow, Joseph Goodwin, Wm Olmsted Jr., John Wyles, Elisha Bidwell, Thadon Stanley, Aaron Olmsted, Richard Goodwin, Ashbel Stanley, Geo Pitkin Jr, Theodore Pitkin"    Ashbel Pitkin, JP

h. a bill of costs--Mr. Jane's bill: 2/18/1794:


- expence of Guarding him, State Prisoner 7 nights @ 3/ per night.... L1.1.0


- "my Own time Seven days keeping" him, @ 6/..... 2.2.0


- 21 meals of Victuals    @ 6/.........0.10.6


- 1/2 the expence of a fire 7 days & nights... 0.10.6


- "Cash paid Blacksmith for fixing his Irons"     1.6


TOTAL:  L4.5.6


i. Costs taxed by Justice Pitkin

- 1793, Dec. 25th: Arresting him "for an Assault ont he Bodies of George Pinney & Sarah Cayes"... 6/ plus "Extra Expences & Keepers 24 Hours"... 19/2

- 12/26: taking him for the Murder of Geo Pinney, fees 6/



- extra expences & keepers...19/2



- attending Justices Ct...... 3/

- 12/27:  carrying TC to the MID Goal, on a mittimus, fees, Expences, Assistance & 17 miles at 2/ per mile...1.14.0


TOTAL:  4.7.4   Ashbel Pitkin, JP


j. Subpoena for WITS: dated at Hartf 2/13/1794, you are to appear on fri 2/14 at 9 in the forenoon, to testify agsint Cayes:  Mssrs Samuel Flagg, Jona Bidwell, JB Jr, Justin Easton, Ryan Miller, John Bidwell & Mrs Anna Bidwell & Aaron McKee, Dr. John Skinner, all of East Hartford

[BAck, Dep. Sheriff's return:  served on all--here he spells one "Amariah Miller"

k. Subpoena for WITS: dated 2/11/1794: to appear on 2/21 at 10 a.m. to testify agst TC:  Messrs Samuel Flagg, Jona Bidwell, JB Jr, & Sylvester Roberts, Aaron McKee, all of E. Hartf  [bACK--return by Dep Sherrif:  served on Flagg and the 2 Bidwells, 2/12]

l.  Grand jury's bill--lists the names of jurors, 1 day attendance


m.  Gaoler Wm Redfield's bill of costs:  1794, 2/12:  goal fees.....2/



- supporting him 7 weeks     1.15.0



- two laods wood and Cuting  1.00.0



- beding &c for 7 weeks        12.3



TOTAL:  L3.9.3

Newspaper:


BGAZ 1/13/1794:  dtl Hartford, 12/30:  F last, jailed in Middletown, Toby, an Indian man, who had been living in East Hartford for some time past.  On W last, Toby & his wife, "together with another Warrior, who was on a visit to them from Providence, went to a tavern in East Hartford to keep Christmas--on their return next day, the visiting Indian and Toby's Squaw being a head of Toby (all of them, it is supposed, were intoxicated) went into a barn, where, on Toby's coming, he found them 'clasp'd in each other's arms'--He immediately killed the Warrior with a pitch fork, and so wounded his squaw that htere is but little prospect of her recovery."  CC 12/30/1793:  ditto.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Tobias Cayes

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


East Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

George Pinny

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Stonington, NL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___ Cayes

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Tobias

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


East Hartford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1796, July 4




East Windsor, HAR

TRACT

P

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  yes, vic & acc

Day of week:


Holiday?:

Fourth of July

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Richard Doane m. Daniel McKiver


Weapon:  "with both his hands, Legs, and the whole weight of his Body . . . to and against the floor of the House of one Zebulon Barnet . . . did cast, throw and Depress."  & took "hold of the Garments" of DM "near his Neck to and against the floor by raising the head and Body" of DM "the back part of the Head . . . did beat bruise and Break."  several mortal wound to back of head.  d. 1.5 hr.


Circumstances:  at house of Zebulon Barnet [or Barrett].  Hearn story:  at roadside in which served men involved in the tobacco trade.  Tavern crowded & many customers were drunk.  The men had words.  D threw McI to the floor & stomped him, then grabbed him by the collar and banged his head against the stone fireplace.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, malice aforethought


Term?:  9/1796t:  Hartford


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang 12/14.  Exec. 6/10/1797 before 6000 people.

Source:  

Ct. Superior Ct rec 30:  298-9

Hartford County, Superior court Files, 9/1796 term.  RG 3, Drawer 24, CSA.

1) Ritz 6.04 (9)

2) Conn. Archives [microfilm colln], Crimes and Misdemeanors, Ser. 2, vol. 4, docs 78-84

See Xeroxes for doc. 78, 80 (a long petition), 81, 84 (first 2 pages)


doc. 79: Whereas RD a prisoner now confined in Hartf gaol in under sent of death and to be exectued on 12/14 next: resolved by the Assembly that he be respited, and the sent carried out on 6/10 next.   Passed in the lower house, 11/4/1796.  Concurred in the Upper house, with tis addiont:  that the sheriff execute the sentence of the 9/1796 Superior Ct on 6/10 betw 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Lower house concurred with this addition)


doc. 82:  Resolved by this Assembly that Thomas Y. Seymour, Esq., a member of the House be notified and directed to appear as attorney in behalf of the state on the Petn of Richard Doan.  Passed in upper hse; May session 1797, concurred by lower house


doc. 83: "Whearas Richard Doun a Prisoner now confined in Hartford County Goal is under Sent of Death" and to be executed 6/10 by order ot he Oct Assembly, Resolved that Doan be respited and no executed until 11/1 next between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.:  Passed in lower house May-June 1797, negatived in upper house.  Back:  reconsidered and concurred with in upper house (same session)


doc 84: Reasons which induced the House of Reps to commute the punishment of Doane... [first 2 pages are XXD] [p. 3:]  "public mind be perfectly satisfied of the Justice that so far as the House have t_____t, those who were present at the trial as well Lawyers as others were disappointed in the verdict of the Jury --& that the public would have been better satisfied with a verdict of guilt of Manslaughter only -- that in all cases of this kind, it is better to lean[?] on the side of mercy than of severity -- & that as the Prisoner asks to be confined for life, that it is left to comply with that request & that no evil consequence will ensue from such a decision"

Source A:  *Cemetery Inscriptions in Windsor, Conn.*  (Windsor, 1929), [publ by the Abigail Wolcott Ellsworth Chap of the DAR]


This VOL includes the "Filley Family records", a private death record for the town of Windsor, originally copied by Katherine Barker Drake of Windsor (pp. 120ff.). 


1797, June 10  "Richard Deane was hung for the murder of Daniel Mawven [Marvin]" (p. 120)


Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 184-5.

Newspaper:


BGAZ 7/25/1796:  dtl Hartford, 7/11.  RD native of Scotland, DM of Ireland.


DOVER GAZETTE 10/5/1796:  HOM in CT:  dtl Hartford, 9/19:  F last, Richard Doane tried before the Sup. Ct. in Hartford for m. of Daniel McKiver of East Windsor.  fG.  DEATH.  to be executed 12/14.  CC 9/19:  ditto.


American Weekly Mercury (Hartford), 6/12/1797.  BEST STORY.


CC 6/12/1797:  executed 6/10 in Hartford.  Gaurded by 2 companies of militia. "a large concourse of people collected from the neighboring towns" to witness the execution.  Sermon:  by Rev. Strong, "by particular desire of the unhappy prisoner."  Hosea 6:6 -- "For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God, more than burnt offerings."  RD "persisted in denying" that he had been guilty of willful murder.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Richard Doane 

Ethnicity:

Scot

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient

Birthplace:

b. Scotland [b. Ireland:  Ct. Courant]

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Daniel McKiver

Ethnicity:

Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


East Windsor

Birthplace:

b. Ireland

Religion:




Organizations:



1796, Aug. 2




Middletown, MID

CT

P

TRACT


tract says 7/26

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    RELATIVE UNK by UNK ["kinsman"]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  11


HOM:  Thomas Starr m. Samuel Cornwell (his "kinsman")


Weapon:  7 stab wounds with a penknife to the trunk of his body (to belly, left breast below rib, left side, etc.).  d. 8/13.


Circumstances:  neighbor.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, malice prepense


Term?:  12/1796t:  Middletown, MID


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Executed 6/14/1797.

Tract:


Huntington, Enoch (1797) Life and Character of Thomas Starr. Middletown, Ct: Middletown Gazette.  Evans 32293:  no surviving issue.


Huntington, Enoch (1797) A Sermon Preached at Haddam, June 14, 1797, on the Day of the Execution of Thomas Starr, Condemned for the Murder of His Kinsman, Samul Cornwell. Middletown, Ct.: Woodward.


TS:  parents, family, & "their connections were reputable."  "excelled" in writing & penmanship.  As a young man, "an approved leader" in church when psalms were sung:  "laudable proficiency" in music & psalmody.  "His manners and deportment were concilating."  "Thus promising was the young man, when an unhappy step CHANGED ALL THE COLOUR OF HIS FATE."  Contracted to marry "an amiable and only daughter" of a "worthy family," but "by ungentlemanly and capricious conduct he lost that affection of which he thought himself, in his vain confidence, too sure," and was rejected.  "Conscious, not doubt, of his ill behaviour," "stung with shame and remorse" -- withdrew "from being sociable and conversible with his friends, he shunned shociety . . . sunk by degrees into the various stages of intemperance and debauchery."  "gloomy retirement"  "aversion to the company of the virtuous and reputable, and especially of those of the fairer sex."  Misspent the Sabbath, & Sat. & Sun. evenings.  His "abandonment of moral virtuous character" led to the murder of his kinsman.  [[no more details]

Source:  

Conn. Superior Court records, 30: 347-8


Crimes and Misdemeanors, ser. 2, 4: 99-104 (Ct. St. Lib.):  Petition from Thomas Starr to the General Assembly.  Had acknowledge his guilt at the trial and had pled insanity.  Petitioner insists that he was insane.  No intent to kill:  the victim interposed himself between TS and another man, who had clenched.  TS believes the verdict should have been mansl.  Three jurors depose at the end of the petition that they had favored a manslaughter verdict.


The Gen. Assembly rejected the petition, but granted TS a stay of execution so that he could appeal for a new trial.


Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 185.

Newspaper:

Middlesex Gazette, 8/5 & 8/19/1796, 6/16/1797


CC 12/19/1796:  fG.  DEATH.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Starr 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


43

b. 4/23/1753

Literate:

yes

Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:

[unknown]

Town:


Middletown

Birthplace:

b. Middletown, CT

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Cornwell 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


25

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Middletown

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








