
Homicides of Adults in Maryland, 1725-1756PRIVATE 

MGAZ:  


have read Jan. 1749 through 1/29/1756 and have spot-checked 1756.  The reports on crime are excellent, 1751-55, but poor in 1756 (war news) and poor 1749-50 (the editor's interest in crime was growing, but had not yet become systematic).

NOTE:  checked the BGAZ notes:  all articles on MD homicides in these years were copied directly from the Maryland GAZETTE.  No additional stories found.
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1729, [Mar.]




PG

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM:  1 adult and 2 children

Rela:    HHLD MISTRESS and MISTRESS'S CHILDREN by SLAVE

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. slave m. Mrs. ___ Adridge and two of her children


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fled.  Captured.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

BNL 5/12/1729 (Th):  HOM in MARYLAND:  dtl Annapolis, 4/7:  few days ago, a negro man belonging to one Adridge in Prince George's Co., "without any Provocation, barbarously Murder'd his Mistress, and two of her Children, whilst his Master was absent; After which, he took Two Guns out of the House, with all the Powder & Shot he could find, and made his Escape.  He was speedily pursued by his Master and his Neighbours, for several Days, and at last was taken, after an obstinate Resistance of the Negro, who in the Fray shot his Master through the Hand.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Mr. and Mrs. Adridge

Town:


PG

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___ Adridge

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m

Children:

yes, at least two

Occupation:

slaveowner

Town:


PG

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___ Adridge

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:




Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


PG

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

___ Adridge

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:




Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


PG

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1729, [Mar.]




Baltimore, BAL

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. slave m. Mr. Aquila Hall (his master)


Weapon:  gunshot


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  pG.  DEATH.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

BNL 5/12/1729 (Th):  HOM in MARYLAND:  dtl Annapolis, 4/7:  We hear from Baltemore Assizes, That the Negro who shot his Master, Mr. Aquila Hall, pleaded Guilty upon his Trial, and received Sentence of Death."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Mr. Aquila Hall

Town:


Baltimore

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mr. Aquila Hall

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slaveowner, gentleman

Town:


Baltimore

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1732, Nov. 22




SOMERSET
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  12

SUSPECT(s):
Andrew Rathburn
VICTIM(s):
Henry Fitzwater

Cause of death:  [phys]  Threw him “prostrate” on the ground & beat him with his feet and his right hand.  Mortal bruises on his breast.  Languished until 12/4/1732, when he died.  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, malice forethought

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 5/1733
Court proceedings:  fNG.  Discharged on payment of officers.  Jailed until he posts bond to do so.

Legal records:  
PCJ, 1732-3.  Liber W. G. no. 3, v. 25


SE 5/1733 (120-189)

182-3:  MURDER:  Andrew Rathburn of Somerset Co., laborer, malice forethought, 11/22/1732 at Somerset Co. a. Henry Fitzwater.  Threw him “prostrate” on the ground & beat him with his feet and his right hand.  Mortal bruises on his breast.  Languished until 12/4/1732, when he died.  Witnesses:  Coroner’s Inquisition, John Follows, Littleton Townshend, Mary Porter, Ainsley Townshend, Margaret Poole, Alexander Glass, Dr. Thomas Donwood, Patrick Connolly, Jno. Higginbotham, Catherine Dyal, John Maggan, __ Fitzpatrick Steward [not all legible].  fNG.  Discharged on payment of officers.  Jailed until he posts bond to do so.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Andrew Rathburn
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Somerset Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Henry Fitzwater
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1737




BALTIMORE
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Williams et al.

VICTIM(s):
Laughlin Malous

Cause of death:  [phys]  burned / arson

Circumstances:   George Williams:  the rioters from Pennsylvania who burned the house of Capt. Thomas Cressap in Baltimore Co. & feloniously killed & murdered Laughlin Malous.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  none noted

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 5/1737

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
PCJ 1735-7. Liber E. I. no. 2, v. 27


SE 5/1737 (379-509)

473-5:  ARSON / MURDER:  George Williams:  the rioters from Pennsylvania who burned the house of Capt. Thomas Cressap in Baltimore Co. & feloniously killed & murdered Laughlin Malous.  Governor of PA involved as well.  A political case – nothing on the details of the killing – look up elsewhere.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

George Williams and fellow rioters from Pennsylvania
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Pennsylvania
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Laughlin Malous
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1739






Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  slave woman m. 


Weapon:  ax


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder

Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Her head was to remain on display “Until she be Rotten.”
Legal Records:  


Land, Aubrey C. (1968) The Dulanys of Maryland. Baltimore: 
Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1740, July 10




St. Paul’s Parish, PRINCE GEORGE
CT
Class of death:   possible / possible CAS GUN / possible self-defense
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
2pm
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John Smith
VICTIM(s):
William Stuart
Cause of death:  [shotgun]  with a gun charged with “Several Leaden Shot & Bullets” on the right shoulder – 1 mortal wound, 2 fingers wide & 3 fingers deep.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   at St. Paul’s Parish

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, malice forethought:  Ignoramus.  

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 10/1741
Court proceedings:  Posted bond to pay costs & fees, Francis Warning & Thomas Holliday of PG Co., gentlemen, securities.

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1739-41. Liber E. I. v. 6, v. 30


SE 10/1741 (565-625)

580-1:  MURDER:  John Smith of Prince George Co., planter, malice forethought, 7/10/1740 at St. Paul’s Parish in PG Co., 2pm, William Stuart with a gun charged with “Several Leaden Shot & Bullets” on the right shoulder – 1 mortal wound, 2 fingers wide & 3 fingers deep.  Died instantly.  Witness:  Mrs. Mary Ashwich [?] Brooke.  Ignoramus.  Posted bond to pay costs & fees, Francis Warning & Thomas Holliday of PG Co., gentlemen, securities.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Smith
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


of Prince George Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

William Stuart
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1742, Feb. 8




CALVERT
CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVES

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECTS:  Negro Charles, Negro Seymour, Negro Bon, Negro Caesar, Negro Moll, Negro Marlborough, Negro Cooper slaves of Jeremiah Pattison (5 committed the murder, 2 slaves of J.P. aided and abetted)

VICTIM:  Jeremiah Pattison (their master)

Weapon:  strangled.  “upon his Bed lying & being prostrate did strangle and suffocate.”  Died instantly.  

Circumstances:  Proprietor in the Mansion House of JP, their master

Inquest:  


Indictment?  5 for murder, “feloniously and traitorously,” malice forethought; 2 for assisting in the murder


Term?:   4/1742:  Prov. Ct.


Court proceedings:  Negro Charles pG, the others pNG.  All fG.  DEATH.  To hang.  Then “to have their several heads severed from the Bodies & each of their Bodies to be divided into four quartes & their Several Heads & quarters set up in the most publick places of Calvert County.”
Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1742-4.  “Liber E. I. No. 7, v. 30a


SE 4/1742 (27th year) (1-117)

19-20:  HOM MASTER by SLAVES:  Negro Charles, Negro Seymour, Negro Bon, Negro Caesar, Negro Moll, Negro Marlborough, Negro Cooper of Calvert Co., slaves of the late Jeremiah Pattison, deceased, 2/8/26th year of the Lord Proprietor in the Mansion House of JP, their master, malice forethought, “feloniously and traitorously,” “upon his Bed lying & being prostrate did strangle and suffocate.”  Died instantly.  Witnesses:  Levin Gale, Esq., Mr. [or Wm] Travers, & the confessions.  Negro Charles pG, the others pNG.  All fG.  DEATH.  To hang.  Then “to have their several heads severed from the Bodies & each of their Bodies to be divided into four quartes & their Several Heads & quarters set up in the most publick places of Calvert County.”  


Provincial Court Judgments, Liber E. I. 7: 19-20.


Commission records, 1726-86: 56.

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  308n255

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Negro Charles, Negro Seymour, Negro Bon, Negro Caesar, Negro Moll,




Negro Marlborough, Negro Cooper
Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:




Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slaves of Jeremiah Pattison

Town:


Calvert Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Jeremiah Pattison

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

planter

Town:


Calvert Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1743, May 5




CECIL
CT

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
10pm
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT:  Alexander Taylor

VICTIM:  Hester Taylor (his wife)


Weapon:  [phys]  with a “pocket Handkerchief . . . about the Neck of her . . . did put hasted and bind . . . did Choak and Strangle.”  Died instantly.  

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder, malice forethought

Term?:  10/1743 Prov. Ct.


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  Death.  To hang.
Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1742-4.  “Liber E. I. No. 7, v. 30a


SE 10/1743 (29th year) (illeg - 

312-13:  MURDER:  HOM WIFE by HUSBAND:  Alexander Taylor of Cecil Co., planter, malice forethought, 5/5/1743 10pm at Cecil Co. a. Hester Taylor (his wife) with a “pocket Handkerchief . . . about the Neck of her . . . did put hasted and bind . . . did Choak and Strangle.”  Died instantly.  Witnesses:  Nathaniel Carr, Samuel Macknown, Ann Dickson, Elizabeth Thompson, Robet Gambell, William Taylor.  True bill.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang.


Provincial Court Judgments, Liber E. I. 7: 298, 312-13.


Commission Records, 1726-86: 65-6.

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  460n210

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Alexander Taylor

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Hester

Children:




Occupation:

planter
Town:


Cecil Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Hester Taylor

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Alexander

Children:




Occupation:

planter’s wife
Town:


Cecil Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1743, July 27




PRINCE GEORGE
CT
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Robert Roach
VICTIM(s):
Tead Fennell
Cause of death:  [blunt]  with a staff – “Divers Mortal wounds” on the head.  Died instantly.


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, malice forethought:  Ignoramus.  

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 


Court proceedings:  Discharged.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1742-4.  “Liber E. I. No. 7, v. 30a


SE 10/1743 (29th year) (illeg - 

318:  MURDER:  Robert Roach of Prince Georges Co., innholder, malice forethought, 7/27/1743 at PG Co. a. Tead Fennell with a staff – “Divers Mortal wounds” on the head.  Died instantly.  Witnesses:  Mr. Arthur Lee, Charles Stewart, Edward Butler.  Ignoramus.  Discharged.



309:  BOND:  50 l. to appear, Casar Grice & Thomas Dorset, sureties.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Robert Roach
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

innholder
Town:


Prince Georges Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Tead Fennell
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1744, Mar. 26




Chaplico Hundred, ST. MARYS
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
6pm
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
James Briscoe
VICTIM(s):
Thomas Morris
Cause of death:  [sharp]  with a sword – 1 mortal wound in the left part of the breast, 4” long & 3” deep, died instantly.

Circumstances:   at Chaplico Hundred

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter, “feloniously”

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 4/1744

Court proceedings:  pG.  Pled benefit of clergy  Branded with a T in the thumb.  Posted bond for payment of fees, Philip King of St. M. Co., Esquire, surety.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1742-4.  “Liber E. I. No. 7, v. 30a


SE 4/1744 (29th year) (illeg – 634)


MURDER:  James Briscoe:  true bills for murder and for manslaughter.

Provincial Court Judgments, 1744-8.  Liber E. I. no. 9, v. 31.  SE 9/1745:  461-2:  tried for MANSLAUGHTER:  James Briscoe of St. Mary’s Co., planter, feloniously, 3/26/1744 at 6 pm at Chaplico Hundred in St. M Co. a. Thomas Morris [?] with a sword – 1 mortal wound in the left part of the breast, 4” long & 3” deep, died instantly.  Witnesses:  John Malaghan, George Hendrey, James Stevens, Anthony Sims.  True bill.  pG.  Pled benefit of clergy  Branded with a T in the thumb.  Posted bond for payment of fees, Philip King of St. M. Co., Esquire, surety.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

James Briscoe
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:

planter
Occupation:



Town:


St. Mary’s Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Thomas Morris [?]
Ethnicity:

[Welsh]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1744, June 25




WORCESTER
CT
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Parker Selby (and Matthew Selby incited, aided, and abetted)
VICTIM(s):
Tom
Cause of death:  [blunt]  with an oaken staff –1 mortal wou nd on the right part of the head, 2” long & 2” deep.  Instantly died.  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  PS:  murder, malice forethought:  Ignoramus.  

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 9/1744

Court proceedings:  Discharged.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1742-4.  “Liber E. I. No. 7, v. 30a


SE 9/1744 (30th year) (635-735)

635-6, 663-4:  MURDER:  Parker Selby of Worcester Co., planter, malice forethought, 6/25/1744 at W Co. a. Negro Tom, the slave of Philip Selby of W. Co. with an oaken staff –1 mortal wou nd on the right part of the head, 2” long & 2” deep.  Instantly died.  Matthew Selby of W. Co., planter, incited, aided, and abetted.  No list of witnesses.  Ignoramus.  Discharged.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Parker Selby (and Matthew Selby incited, aided, and abetted)
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


Worcester Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Negro Tom
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Philip Selby
Town:


Worcester Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1744




[BALTIMORE]
CT

Class of death:   uncertain
Class of crime:   possible HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Edward Holland
VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 

Court proceedings:  “being Committed heretofore to the Sheriff of Baltimore County’s Custody on Suspition of Murder” appears and nothing appearing against him.”  Discharged, paying fees.  Could not post bond for payment, so committed to jail.

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1742-4.  “Liber E. I. No. 7, v. 30a


SE 9/1744 (30th year) (635-735)

636:  MURDER:  Edward Holland “being Committed heretofore to the Sheriff of Baltimore County’s Custody on Suspition of Murder” appears and nothing appearing against him.”  Discharged, paying fees.  Could not post bond for payment, so committed to jail.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Edward Holland

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1744, Oct. 14




BALTIMORE
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
11am
Days until death:  63

SUSPECT(s):
James Barrett
VICTIM(s):
John Cain
Cause of death:  JC did not have any weapon drawn “nor having first stricken” JB.  Assaulted with a knife – to the left side of the breast, “one Deadly wound” 4” long & 4” deep.  Languished & died on 12/16/1744.

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Prov. Ct., 4/1745

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1744-8 [sic – only 1744-5].  Liber E. I. no. 9, v. 31


SE 4/1745 (30th year) (215-440)

216, 234-6:  MURDER:  James Barrett.  Gjp.  JB of Baltimore Co., laborer, feloniously did kill and murder, 10/14/1744 11am at B Co. a. John Cain, who did not have any weapon drawn “nor having first stricken” JB.  A. with a knife – to the left side of the breast, “one Deadly wound” 4” long & 4” deep.  Languished & died on 12/16/1744.  Witnesses:  Dr. Robert Holliday, James Sanders, Joh  Perry.  True bill.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

James Barrett
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Baltimore Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Cain
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1745]




TALBOT
CT

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(S):  Cato


VICTIM(S):  Augustine Noland


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:   / 1745, Talbot C.C.


Court proceedings:  fG.  Death.  Governor Blades ordered that the sentence be carried out.
Legal Records:  

Commission Records, 1726-86: 70


Talbot County Court Judgments, Liber J. L. 9: 11-14

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  308n255

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Cato

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Augstine Noland

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1745, Dec. 24




Talbot Co.
CT
Class of death:   possible HOM / probable CAS GUN
Class of crime:   HOM MANSL
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
4pm
Days until death:  4

SUSPECT(s):
Peter Hunt, Jr.
VICTIM(s):
John Nuttel

Cause of death:  [musket] gun filled with “several leaden Shott” – shot in the right eye.  2 fingers wide, 1 finger deep – died 4 days later.  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  bnf for manslaughter

Term of court:  4/1746:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1745-8, v. 33. Liber E. I. No. 10, v. 2.

SE 4/1746 term

MURDER:  Peter Hunt, Jr., for Murder – “Ignoramus” – grand jury presentments

Indictment:  Manslaughter:  PH, Jr., of Talbot Co., planter, 12/24/1745 in Talbot Co., 4pm, assaulted John Nuttel – gun filled with “several leaden Shott” – shot in the right eye.  2 fingers wide, 1 finger deep – died 4 days later.  “feloniously did kill” – Ignoramus.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Peter Hunt, Jr.

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter

Town:


Talbot Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Nuttel

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


 [1746, Apr.]




KENT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [HHLD MASTER by SERVANTS]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  James Horney, Hector Grant, and Esther Anderson m. Richard Waters


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:   / 1746:  special Kent C.C.


Court proceedings:  fG.  Death.  JH & HG hanged, EA burned.  Reported that they died penitent & that they acknowledged their guilt & the justice of their punishment.
Legal Records:  

Maryland Gazette 5/6 & 20/1746

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  645n5

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

James Horney

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m


Age:


adult


Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[servant]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Hector Grant

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m


Age:


adult


Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[servant]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Esther Anderson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult


Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[servant]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Richard Waters

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m


Age:


adult


Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[master / planter]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1746, Oct. 26




Prince George Co.

CT

Class of death:   certain

Class of crime:   HOM

Relationship:      NONDOM or HHLD SLAVE by MASTER
Motive:  
   UNK

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Lamb (aided and abetted by James Nowland)

VICTIM(s):
Nary (a slave)


Cause of death:  [sharp] with a knife to his left breast – 2” deep & 1” wide.  Died instantly.  


Circumstances:   in “the Cornfield”


Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, malice aforethought


Term of court: 4/1747:  Provincial Court
Court proceedings:  TL:  pG.  Ordered that TL “be taken from the Barr of this Court to the Prison from whence he came and from thence to the Gallows the Common place of Execution of Malefactors of Prince Georges County and there to be hanged by his Neck until his Body by dead.”  //  JN:  pNG.  Tried & fNG.  Discharged, but ordered to post bond of 50 l. to keep the peace for 1 year.

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1745-8, v. 32.  Liber E. I. No. 10, v. 1.

SE 4/1747 term

MURDER:  494:  Thomas Lamb of Prince George Co. (planter), aided and assisted by James Nowland of Prince George County (planter) on 10/26/1746 at Prince George County on a mulatto slave named Nary in “the Cornfield” with a knife to his left breast – 2” deep & 1” wide.  Died instantly.  Indicted for murder, malice aforethought.

TL:  pG.  Ordered that TL “be taken from the Barr of this Court to the Prison from whence he came and from thence to the Gallows the Common place of Execution of Maleafctors of Prince Georges County and there to be hanged by his Neck until his Body by dead.”

JN:  pNG.  Tried & fNG.  Discharged, but ordered to post bond of 50 l. to keep the peace for 1 year.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

Thomas Lamb

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter 

Town:


Prince George Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

James Nowland 

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter

Town:


Prince George County

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Nary

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:


[Prince George Co.]

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1746, Nov. 6




All Hallows Parish, Worcester Co.
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
ESCAPE from INDENTURED SERVITUDE after seizure by privateer
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0
SUSPECT(s):  John Joseph (aka Jack), Michael Brillo (aka Michael Britt, “otherwise called Toney), Juan Dicravrlerois (aka John Ravilea), and Scipio
VICTIM(s):
Jabesh Landers
Cause of death:  [sharp] knife on– wound in the right side of the neck just above the collar, 3” wide & 6” deep.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   the suspects had been sailors on a French vessel, but they were captured by a privateer and sold as “slaves” [indentured servants?  Convict servants?] in Philadelphia.  They escaped from their masters and evidently killed JL when they were trying to seize the sloop on which he was a sailor, so they could escape.  JL resisted, so one of the suspects killed him.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, malice aforethought

Term of court:  5/1747 at a Special Court of Oyer and Terminer in Worcester Co. at Snowhill Town.

Court proceedings:  10/1747:  Provincial Court:  discharged on the indictment, but remanded to custody [for reasons not stated]
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1745-8, v. 32.  Liber E. I. No. 10, v. 1.



SE 10/1747


MURDER, malice aforethought (page # illegible):  at a Special Court of Oyer and Terminer held in Worcester Co. at Snowhill Town on 5/4/1747 (33rd year).  John Joseph (aka Jack, of All Hallows Parish, Worcester County, laborer) on 11/6/1746 in All Hallows Parish, Worcester County, with a knife on Jabesh Landers – wound in the right side of the neck just above the collar, 3” wide & 6” deep.  Died instantly.


Issue:  “it is Questioned whether the said John Joseph being an alien Enemie of our Sovereign Lord the King as is alledged,” whether the court has jurisdiction.  Con’t for several months until the matter was decided.  JJ says he was born across the sea and is a subject of the King of France.  Ordered that the jury be comprised of one half aliens & one half citizens.  Had a difficult time finding enough alien jurors.  


pNG.  The jurors “find that John Joseph als. Jack the Prisoner was taken by an English Privateer Named the New George” on 9/1/1745 “on the high Seas on Board of a French or Spanish Ship and that at the time of such taking he was a Freeman and Subject of the King of Spain or French King both Enemys of our Lord the King at the time of such taking and still Enemies of our said Lord the King, that the said John Joseph was after such taking carried in the said Privateer a Prisoner to Philadelphia . . . and there Sold by the Master and Owners of the said Privateer to George Odell [O’Hill?  sp?]as a Slave without any Adjudication of him . . . by any Court of Admiralty, that the said prisoner in order to regain his Liberty” on 11/1/1746 “Escaped from Philadelphia ande came to Synnapuxon: in Worcester County.  And on 119/1746, “by a Sloop the Property of one John Morris a Subject of our Sovereign Lord the King and a certain Paul West and the said Jabesh Landers . . . on Board the said Vessel and having Charge thereof and the said Paul West then being in the forecastle and the said Jabesh Landers in the Cabbin of the said Vessel after Night of the Day on the Indictment afsd specified the afsd John Joseph with one Michael Brillo, Juan Dicravrlerois (aka John Ravilea), and Scipio also alien Enemies and with Intent with Force and arms to take away the said Vessel on Board the said Vessel did forceably enter and that immediately afterwards the said Jabesh Landers in the Indictment afsd Named and then being in the Cabbin of the said Vessel and the said Paul West in the Forecastle thereof as afsd the said Paul did hear the said Jabesh Cry out upon the Deck of the said Vessel and was mortally wounded” as stated in the indictment “and that at the time of the said wounding and killing the said Paul West was barred down in the Forecastle of the said Vessel.”


Ergo:  the court brings charged against John Joseph, Michael Brillo, Juan Dicravrlerois, and Scipio.


John Joseph is therefore acquitted of the indictment, but returned to the custody of the jailor to face charged.  [CONFUSING:  but appears that the original indictment must be altered, because of the complicity of Scipio and the other Frenchmen]


Another indictment:  of Michael Brillo of All Hallows Parish, Worcester County, laborer, aka Michael Britt, “otherwise called Toney . . . Laborer, the Slave of a Certain John Jewel” of Pennsylvania, murdered Jabesh Landers with a knife on 11/8/1746.  SAME from there, including his acquittal and his return to the custody of the jailor.

Another indictment:  of Juan Dicravrlerois (aka John Ravilea) of All Hallows Parish, Worcester County, laborer, “the Slave of a Certain Andrew Favel [sp?] ” of Pennsylvania, murdered Jabesh Landers with a knife on 11/8/1746.  SAME from there, including his acquittal and his return to the custody of the jailor.

Another indictment:  of Scipio of All Hallows Parish, Worcester County, laborer, “the Slave of a Certain George Odell [sp?] ” of Pennsylvania, murdered Jabesh Landers with a knife on 11/8/1746.  SAME from there, including his claim to being a subject of the King of France, his acquittal, and his return to the custody of the jailor.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

John Joseph (aka Jack)
Ethnicity:

French subject [and probably French ethnicity]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

indentured or convict servant; had been a sailor on a French vessel
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

Michael Brillo (aka Michael Britt, “otherwise called Toney)

Ethnicity:

French subject [and probably French ethnicity]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

indentured or convict servant; had been a sailor on a French vessel
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 3:  

Juan Dicravrlerois (aka John Ravilea)

Ethnicity:

French subject [and probably Spanish ethnicity]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

indentured or convict servant; had been a sailor on a French vessel
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 4:  

Scipio

Ethnicity:

French subject [and probably African]

Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

indentured or convict servant; had been a sailor on a French vessel
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Jabesh Landers
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

sailor on a sloop owned by John Morris
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1747, March 13




Baltimore County
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    RELATIVE SON by FATHER
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  2

SUSPECT(s):
William Appleby 
VICTIM(s):
James Appleby (the son of WA)
  


Cause of death:  [blunt] with a stick “all over the Body” “several Mortal Storkes and Bruises” – died 3/15.

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder, malice aforethought

Term of court:  5/1748:  Provincial Court
Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  Remanded to jail until his finds sureties for his payment of costs.

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1745-8, v. 32.  Liber E. I. No. 10, v. 1.


SE 5/1748
MURDER, malice aforethought:  William Appleby of Baltimore Co., laborer, on 3/13/1747 at Baltimore County on James Appleby (the son of WA) with a stick “all over the Body” “several Mortal Storkes and Bruises” – died 3/15.  pNG.  fNG.  Remanded to jail until his finds sureties for his payment of costs.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  


JA:  son of WA
Suspect:  

William Appleby
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:

at least 1 son
Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Baltimore Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

James Appleby
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1747, [Sept.]




CHA

P

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL -- religion

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  unknown man m. unknown man


Weapon:  knife.  d. soon after.

Circumstances:  argument about religion, probably Catholic versus Protestant.  Note:  it occurred soon after tensions rose high in Maryland (and in Charles County in particular) after the Jacobean rising of 1745-6 in Scotland.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Lee, Jean B. (1994) The Price of Nationhood: The American Revolution in Charles County. New York: W. W. Norton:  79, and 74-82 passim on historical context.
Newspaper:
Maryland Gazette, 9/15/1747:  “We hear from Charles County, that as two Men were lately debating about Religion, they got to such a heat of Passion, that one of them stabb’d the other, of which would he died soon after.”

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1749, Apr.




Annapolis, ANN

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  WRESTLING or FIGHT at TAVERN

Intox?:  yes, assailant [and prob. victim as well]

Day of week:


Holiday?:

election day

Time of day:
night

Days to death:  [7]


HOM:  unk. man m. Vincent Stewart


Weapon:  blows, falls


Circumstances:  a drunken man "made sport" with the victim and threw victim about at a tavern on election night


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MG 4/19/1749:  HOM MANSL in MD, dtl Annapolis:  "The Night after our County Election, at a Tavern in this Town, some Persons being more merry than wise, and not considering that Golden Rule of Doing to others as they would they should do unto them, made themselves Sport with Mr. Vincent Stewart, one of the Company (who had been a little too free with Liqour), by throwing and tumbling him about, whereby he got very much hurt and bruised; and last Week he died.  The Coroner has had an Inquest on his Body, which is adjourned for some Days.  It is a very melancholy Affair, as he has left a sorrowful Wife and six helpless Children."


MG 5/3/1749:  Public notice, 5/2, by John Wright, surgeon to the ship Ranger, lately lying in the South River at Annapolis, who was sent for on 4/12 by Robert Stewart, brother to Vincent Stewart, who lay ill at that time & died the next day.  As JW is returning for England, he wishes to make it clear that "the Deceased came by his Death by means of those Falls and Bruises he had so received."  Upset that "there is a Report spread, to the Prejudice of the Subscriber, that he should say that the Deceased died of a Pleurisy."  JW "utterly denies that he ever said or mentioned to any person whatsoever, that the Deceased died of a Pleurisy, or any other common Ailment or Distemper."

Census:  

Genealogy:
VS:  brother of Robert Stewart

Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Vincent Stewart

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m

Children:

6 children

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1749, Nov. 18




Mary Ann Parish, CEC

P

CT

NOTE:  assumed that the 12/1749 article is about the same case.  Note too that another person, Mary Baker, may have been involved, per 1751 article, and that robbery may have been a possible motive.


DAY of WEEK:  check

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:   HHLD MASTER by INDENTURED SERVANT [and poss DOM HUSBAND by WIFE]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0

HOM:  Enos Carty (perhaps aided and abetted Margaret Mahaffy, the wife of the deceased) m. Hugh Mahaffy, Jr. (his master)


Weapon:  [blunt] with a bar of iron “upon the Right part of his head” 2” long & 1” deep.  “then and there Instantly Died.”  

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  EC and MM:  yes, murder, malice aforethought

Term?:  2/1750


Court proceedings:  EC:  fG.  Death.  Hanged 3/14.  MM:  fNG.  4/1750t:  Provincial Court:  second hearing on MM in light of admissions by EC:  bnf.  Discharged.
Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1750-1. Liber E. I. No. 13, v. 36.  SE 4/1750


MURDER (1):  Margaret Mahaffey – “endorsed ignoramus”

Summons (4):  Hugh Mahaffy, Philip Tanner, Junr., Timothy Roberts, William Wallace, Augustine Pennington, Thomas Murphey, James Alexander, Robert Smith, William Henry, Joseph Drannan, John Price, Joseph Tanner, Thomas Mason, Elizabeth Tanner, June Thompson, Thomas Molly, Elizabeth Longville, Mary Hutchinson, James Hutchinson, Mary Baker, John Hamilton, Jane Smith, and Mary McCoy severally sworn to Grant Jury on Bill of Indictment against Margaret Mahaffey.  
Commitment (4):  Margaret Mahaffey committed to the Custody of the Sheriff of Ann Arundel town by there to remain until or[dered] who being present took Charge of her accordingly.

Attendance (4):  “Hugh Mahaffy, Philip Tanner, Junr., Timothy Roberts, William Wallace, Augustine Pennington, Thomas Murphey, Doctor James Alexander, Robert Smith, William Henry, Joseph Drannan, John Price, Joseph Tanner, Elizabeth Tanner, June Thompson, Thomas Molly, Elizabeth Longville, Mary Hutchinson, James Hutchinson, Mary Baker, John Hamilton, Jane Smith, and Mary McCoy severally made Oath to three days Attendance each as Evidences for his Lordship against Margaret Mahaffey which with eight days Itinerant Charges from Cecil County at thirty two Pounds of Tobacco per day comes to three hundred & fifty two Pounds of Tobacco each.”
Attendance (4):  “Richard Thompson, James Gardiner, James Buchanan, Thomas Holmes, William McKewn, Mary Russell, Mary Holmes & John Russell Severally make Oath to three days Attendance each as Evidences for Margaret Mahaffey against his Lordship which with eight days Itinerant Charged from Cecil County at thirty two Pounds of Tobacco per day comes to three hundred and fifty two Pounds of Tobacco each.”

Recognizance (11-13):  Hugh Mahaffy, Philip Tanner, Junr., Timothy Roberts, William Wallace, Augustine Pennington, Thomas Murphey, Doctor James Alexander, Robert Smith, Willliam Henry, Joseph Drannan, John Price, Joseph Tanner:  bound for 100 £ each to give evidence against MM.  Called & appeared, “Thereupon they from their respective Recognizances afs. Severally are discharged.”  Ditto James McCracken (surety for William Henry), Robert Smith (security for Joseph Drannan), John Smith (surety for John Price), Robert Smith (surety for Joseph Tanner), Philip Tanner, Jr. (surety for Elizabeth Tanner), John Price (surety for Jane Thompson), Capt. John Smith (surety for his servant Thomas Molly), William Cochran (surety for Mary Hutchinson), William Cochran (surety for James Hutchinson), Timothy Roberts (surety for Mary Baker), Hugh Mahaffey (surety for John Hamilton), Robert Smith (surety for Jane Smith), John McCoy (surety for Mary McCoy):  50 £ bond.
Trial (14):  Indictment against MM, with of HM (blacksmith):  on 11/18/1749 at Mary Ann Parish, Cecil County, malice aforethought, with a bar of iron “upon the Right part of his head” 2” long & 1” deep.  “then and there Instantly Died.”  “Ignoramus”  “Discharged”
Newspaper:

MG 12/27/1749:  HOM MASTER by SERVANT in MD:  "We hear a Commission is issued for holding a Special Court in Cecil County, for the Tryal of a Man committed to Prison there for the Murder of his Master."


MG 1/24/1750:  HOM HUSBAND/MASTER by WIFE & SERVANT in MD:  "We hear from Cecil County, that a Woman is in Goal there, on Suspicion of being concerned with her Servant Man in the Murder of her Husband."


MG 2/14/1750:  "We hear from Cecil County, that the Servant Man (formerly mentioned in this Paper) for the Murder of his Master, has been tried and condemned; but the Woman (his Mistress) is acquitted."

MG 3/7/1750:  "We are informed, that a Death Warrant is issued for the Execution (on Wednesday next) of the Servant, lately mentioned in two former Gazettes, for the Murder of his Master in Cecil County:  And that another Special Commission is appointed for trying, a second Time, the Widow of the Deceased; it being still suspected, that she (tho' lately acquitted) was too much concerned in that barbarous Affair."

MG 3/28/1750:  On 3/14, Enos Carty was executed in Cecil Co. for "being concerning" in the murder of his late master, Hugh Mahaffy, Jr.  "He confessed some Things after his Condemnation, which Circumstances proved true; and which had he declared before, might have saved his Life.


Margaret Mahaffy, Widow of the Deceased," is now in jail in Cecil Co., her 2nd trial scheduled for 4/5 "for the Murder of her late Husband; having been found Guilty by the last Grand Jury, who had under their Examination upwards of fifty Witnesses."

MG 4/18/1750:  "This Day, after the Examination of a great Number of Evidences from Cecil County, by the Grand Jury of the Provincial Court, against Margaret Mahaffy, for the supposed Murder of her Husband, they return'd the Bill Ignoramus, and she is acquitted."

MGAZ 3/6/1751:  HOM in MD:  a special commission of Oyer & Terminer sent to Cecil Co. to try "one Person, as yet unknown, for being concerned in the Murder of Hugh Mahaffy above a Year ago, for which Enos Carty was Executed, and in which his (Mahaffy's) dear and loving Wife, has more than once been suspected to have been concerned.  It seems one Mary Baker, on whom Mahaffy's Sleeve Buttons and Pocket Book were found, has lately made a Confession before two Magistrates, of what she knows of that horrid Murder."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Enos Carty

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

indentured servant

Town:


CEC

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Margaret Mahaffy

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Hugh Jr., blacksmith
Children:




Occupation:

[poss plantation mistress]

Town:


CEC

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Hugh Mahaffy, Jr.

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Margaret

Children:




Occupation:

blacksmith
Town:


CEC

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1749, Dec.




Annapolis

P

Class:   do not count

Crime:   FALSE REPORT of HOM / LEGAL CHIARIVARI

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. servant woman alleged to have m. unk. servant woman


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  on board the ship Thames Frigate, Capt. Dobbins master, riding off Annapolis


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MG 1/3/1750:  FALSE REPORT of HOM of SERVANT by SERVANT in MD:  "Upon an Information taken before Mr. Thomas Jennings, dated the 13th of December last, of one Dorothy Gale, a Transport in the Thames Frigate, Capt. Dobbins, a Report prevailed, that one of the Servant Women killed another, while the Ship lay off Annapolis; and that the Deceased was privately buried, by the Order of Capt. Dobbins.  It is therefore a Piece of Justice done to the said Master, as well as the Public, to observe, that Capt. Darby Lex, a Magistrate, examined upon Oath the Officers and Ship's Company, took the Declaration of several of the Servants, and found the Report to be Intirely groundless, and without Foundation; (these being the express Words in his Letter of John Brice, Esq., of Annapolis, dated December 20.)



[It is not to be doubted, that the taking Notice of such a Report will appear needless to such Persons as are acquainted with Capt. Dobbins, in whom strict Discipline and Humanity are so equally temper'd, in his Behaviour towards those unfortunate Wretches, and he is known to be a Gentleman of so much Honour, that had such an Accident happened within the Compass of his Knowledge, he would have been the first to have brought the Offender to Justice.]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:

indentured servant

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:

indentured servant

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1750, [Mar.]



Matapony Hundred, WOR

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person m. Daniel Sturges


Weapon:  gunshot


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MG 4/25/1750:  HOM in MD:  "Some few Weeks ago, one Daniel Sturges, at Matapony Hundred in Worcester County, was shot dead, by a Person unknown."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Daniel Sturges

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1750, [Apr.]


Upper Marlborough, PG

P


NOTE:  assumed adult victim

Class:   probably

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. slave m. 


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MG 4/29/1750:  HOM / ARSON in MD:  "On Friday Night last, the public Prison of Prince George's County, in Upper Marlborough, was burnt down; and is supposed to have been fired by a Negro who was committed for Murder, and who by that means made his Escape.  The Lives of several Prisoners for Debt were much Endangered."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave

Town:


[PG]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1750, Aug. 17




Choptank Parish, Dorchester Co.
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
b/w 9pm & 10pm
Days until death:  2

SUSPECT(s):
Mingo (free black)
VICTIM(s):
Cesar (slave of John Eccleston)

Cause of death:  [blunt] “with a certain Stick called a Mill Stick of Hickory about the length of four feet and in Circumference five Inches . . . one Mortal Wound on the head.”  Languished until 8/19 & died.

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  9/1751:  Provincial Court.  pG.  “prays the benefit of his Clergy.”  “to be burnt in the brawn of the Thumb of the left hand with the Letter M.”
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1750-1. Liber E. I. No. 13, v. 36.

SE 9/1751 (797-900)

MANSLAUGHTER (797):  Negro Mingo for Manslaughter Endorsed a true Bill.

834-5:  Indictment of Negro Mingo of Dorchester Co., laborer on 8/17/1750 at Choptank Parish in Dorchester Co. b/w 9pm & 10pm m. Negro Cesar, slave of John Eccleston – “with a certain Stick called a Mill Stick of Hickory about the length of four feet and in Circumference five Inches . . . one Mortal Wound on the head.”  Languished until 8/19 & died at Great Choptank Parish.  “feloniously and Voluntarily did kill.”  pG.  “prays the benefit of his Clergy.”  “to be burnt in the brawn of the Thumb of the left hand with the Letter M.”  Sheriff of Ann Arundel Co. to carry out the judgment.

798:  Sworn to the grand jury:  William Murrray, William Fitzgerald, William Mufford.

799:  Attendance:  William Mufford & Fitzgerald (servants of John Eeusston [?] (8 days from Dorchester Co., 252 l..t each) 

818:  Bond:  100 £ for William Fitzgerald and William Mufford (John Eccleston, surety)

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  301n213

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Mingo 
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer / free black
Town:


Dorchester Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Cesar
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of John Eccleston
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1750, Aug. 18




CECIL
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Patrick Ryley
VICTIM(s):
Benjamin Jones

Cause of death:  [phys] “with his feet . . . upon the Privy members” of BJ “did Strike and Kick giving” BJ ”in and upon the Privy Members . . . Several Mortal Wounds and Bruises.”  “Instantly Dyed.”

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  9/1750:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  9/1750:  pNG.  fG.  “Prays the Benefit of his Clergy.”  Granted.  To “be burnt in the brawn of the Thumb of the left hand with the Letter M.”
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1750-1. Liber E. I. No. 13, v. 36.

SE 9/1750 (36th year) (203-463)

(203):  MANSLAUGHTER:  against Patrick Ryley for killing Benjamin Jones Endorsed Billa Vera

204:  Reese Thomas sworn to Grand Jury on Indictment against Patrick Ryly.  (212):  50 £ bond for RT to appear against PR (John Smith, surety).  Appeared – recognizance discharged.

214-15:  PR of Cecil County, Planter, on 8/18/1750 on Benjamin Jones of Cecil County:  “with his feet . . . upon the Privy members” of BJ “did Strike and Kick giving” BJ ”in and upon the Privy Members . . . Several Mortal Wounds and Bruises.”  “Instantly Dyed.”  “feloniously did Kill.”  pNG.  Henry Darnall, Esq., for the prosecution.  fG.  “Prays the Benefit of his Clergy.”  Granted.  To “be burnt in the brawn of the Thumb of the left hand with the Letter M.”

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Patrick Ryley
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


CECIL
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Benjamin Jones
Ethnicity:

[Welsh]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


CECIL
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1750, Dec.




CEC

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVE

Motive:  runaway trying to elude capture

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Joe (a mulatto slave of Mr. Edward Taylor) m. Mr. Edward Taylor (his master)


Weapon:  gunshot


Circumstances:  ranaway from his master & was pursued by his master and another man.  Shot his master to elude capture.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  1/1751


Court proceedings:  pG, then retracted plea.  fG.  DEATH.  Sentenced to have his right hand cut off, then to be hanged, to have his head severed from his body & his body quartered & his head and quarters "to be fix'd up in the most public Parts of the County.  Carried out on 2/1.

Legal Records:  
Rice, James Douglas (1994) Crime and Punishment in Frederick County and Maryland, 1748-1837: A Study in Culture, Society, and Law. Ph.D dissertation: University of Maryland at College Park: 249-51.

Newspaper:

MG 12/19/1750:  HOM in MD MASTER by SLAVE:  "The beginning of this Month, a Murder was committed in Cecil County, by a Mulatto Man.  He had run away from his Master, Mr. Edward Taylor, and was pursu'd by him and another Man, who overtook and were just going to take him, but he having a loaded Gun, shot his Master dead on the Spot.  He was afterwards taken and put into Prison, but is since broke out.  This Mulatto is Brother to him who was hang'd some Years ago for shooting Mr. Aquilla Hall, in Baltimore County."


MGAZ, 1/2/1751 (W):  HOM in MD:  Cecil Co., "the Mulatto Man Joe, who murder'd his Master Mr. Edward Taylor, is again apprehended, and in that County Goal.  A special Commission is gone up, appointing Col. Colvill, Mr. Veazy, Mr. Nathaniel Baker, Mr. Baxter, and Mr. Rock, to hold a Court of Oyer and Terminer, for his Trial."  //  MGAZ 1/30/1751: 3:  Joe, who "shot" his master "some time ago," pG, but withdrew that plea, & pNG, even though the fact was "fully prov'd."  The jury "had no Difficulty in finding him Guilty."  Sentenced to have his right hand cut off, then to be hanged, to have his head severed from his body & his body quartered & his head and quarters "to be fix'd up in the most public Parts of the County; which Sentence is to be executed" 2/1.  //  MGAZ 2/13/1751: 3:  executed on 2/1 as per sentence.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Joe

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Mr. Edward Taylor

Town:


CEC

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mr. Edward Taylor

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slaveowner, gentleman

Town:


CEC

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1750, [Dec.]




PG

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  prob QUARREL or FIGHT

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [42]


HOM:  unk. man m. Mr. William Sim (a merchant)


Weapon:  physical:  "ill treatment"


Circumstances:  [near Nottingham.]


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 2/6/1751:  HOM MANSL in MD:  M night last in Prince George's Co., near Nottingham, Mr. William Sim, merchant died.  "much regretted by all who knew him . . . has left a very good Character.  His Death is supposed to have been occasioned by some ill Treatment he met with from one ____ _____ about 6 Weeks ago."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


[PG]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mr. William Sim

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

merchant

Town:


PG

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1750, Dec. 21




Great Choptank Parish, DOR

P

CT
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    WORK EMPLOYEE by EMPLOYEE
Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
4pm
Days to death:  15

HOM:  John McMichael (a Portugese sailor) m. Nathan Wordly (another Portugese sailor)


Weapon:  [sharp] stabbed in the back.  d. soon after.  The knife went in above 4 inches, "and very near the poor Man's Heart."  with a knife – “one Mortal Wound on the Back under the right Shoulder” 3” deep, ¼” wide.  “did Languish” until 1/5/1751, when he died.  

Circumstances:  surprised and stabbed the victim on a vessel in the Bay


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  2/1751, special O&T court at Cambridge, DOR


Court proceedings:  2/1751:  fG.  9/1751:  Provincial Court:  pNG.  fNG
Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1750-1. Liber E. I. No. 13, v. 36.

SE 4/1751 (36th year) (465-796)

470:  MURDER:  John Mackmical “committed to the Custody of the Sheriff of Dorchester County until the next Provincial Court to Answer unto a Bill of Indictment against him found for Murder who being present took Charge of him accordingly.”

Bond (481-2):  20 £ bond for Dr. Joseph Ennalls.  Bond renewed for next term.

467:  Jailed:  John MacMichael and Negro Sharper committed to custody of Sheriff of Ann Arundel Co.

SE 9/1751 (797-900)


MURDER John McMichael

827-8:  Indictment of John Mackmical of Great Choptank Parish, Dorchester Co., mariner, 12/21/1750 at 4pm in that parish & county a. Nathan Wordly of same county, mariner – with a knife – “one Mortal Wound on the Back under the right Shoulder” 3” deep, ¼” wide.  “did Languish” until 1/5/1751, when he died.  Malice aforethought.  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged.

798:  Summons:  Thomas Wilkinson, Joseph Ennals, James Petoikin [??] [Petersham?]



801:  Sworn to Grand Jury:  Thomas Wilkinson

804, 808:  Attendance:  Dr. Joseph Ennalls (8 days from Dorcester Co., 592 l.t.), Thomas Wilkinson (5 days from Queen Anne Co., 288 l.t.)-



815:  Bond:  Joseph Ennals 20 £ bond.

Newspapers:

MGAZ 1/30/1751:  HOM in MD:  a Portugese sailor on a vessel "on the other side of the Bay stabb'd one of his brother Seamen in the Back as he was stooping down, in a most base and cowardly manner, so that he soon after died.  A special Commission is issued for his Trial."  //  MGAZ 2/20:  at Cambridge in Dorchester Co., special court of O&T, last week, John McMichael, a Portugese sailor, fG.  The knife went in above 4 inches, "and very near the poor Man's Heart."

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused 1:  

John McMichael

Ethnicity:

Portugese

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

sailor / mariner
Town:


transient / Great Choptank Parish, DOR
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Nathan Wordly
Ethnicity:

Portugese

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

sailor / mariner
Town:


transient / Great Choptank Parish, DOR
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, Feb. 20




CEC

P

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD OVERSEER by CONVICT SERVANT

Motive:  RUNAWAY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
b/w 10am & 11am

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Daniel [aka David] Sullivan (a runaway convict servant) [aided and abetted by John Sulivane, Daniel Macginnes, and Rachel Piles] m. Donald McKennie (an overseer for Mr. Digg)


Weapon:  [blunt] with a “Club” – Mortal Wound “on the back part of his head” 1” deep & 4” wide.  “Instantly Died.”


Circumstances:  near a Mine Bank along a road.  DM went to Cecil Co. with his master to capture a runaway convict servant.


Inquest:  verdict:  willful murder


Indictment?  DS:  murder, malice aforethought.  JS, DM, & RP:  bnf for accessory to murder

Term?:  4/1751:  Provincial Court


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 4/17.

Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1750-1. Liber E. I. No. 13, v. 36.

SE 4/1751 (36th year) (465-796)

465:  MURDER:  David alias Daniel Sulivane for the murder of Donald McKenne Endorsed Billa Vera.

491-2:  Indictment of David otherwise called Daniel Sulivane of Prince Georges Co., laborer, 2/20/1750 b/w 10am & 11am a. Donald Mackennie of Prince Georges Co. with a “Club” – Mortal Wound “on the back part of his head” 1” deep & 4” wide.  “Instantly Died.”  Malice aforethought.  William Digges, Justice, also a witness against DS.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang in Ann Arundel Co.

Summons (466, 470):  William Perkins, John Enos, Jr. Hannah Hughes, Joseph Bankson of Baltimore Co. to testify against David alias Daniel Sulivane.  And to Sheriff of Ann Arundel Co. for Samuel Soumaien [?], John Dow [Dew?], George Barnes, and Thomas Catterell to testify against DS.

Jailed (46):  David alias Daniel Sullivane and John Hart of Cecil County committed to custody of sheriff of Ann Arundel County.

Sworn (470):  William Govane “sworn to the Grand Jury against David alias Daniel Sullivane.”

Attendance (470):  Joseph Wood (8 days from Cecil Co., 480 l.t.), John Latham, Justice (5 days, 160 l.t.)

Bonds (481):  50 £ bond for John Latham, Joseph Wood.

SE 9/1751 (797-900)

ACCESSORIES to MURDER (797):  “Daniel McGennis and Rachel Piles for being accessarys to a Murder Endorsed we are Ignorant.”  bnf

835-6:  David otherwise called Daniel Sulivane late of Prince George Co., laborer, on 2/20/1750 b/w k10am & 11am a. Donald Mackennie of Prince Georges Co., laborer, with a “Club” – Mortal Wound “on the back part of his head” 1” deep & 4” wide.  “Instantly Died.”  Malice aforethought.  “And that a certain John Sulivane of Baltimore County Planter Daniel Macginnes of the same County Labourer and Rachel Piles of the same County Spinster” on 2/20/1750 “and at divers days and times before the Felony and Murder afsd . . . Maliciously and Feloniously Consulted Commmanded Procured Incited and Abetted” DS.  Ignoramus.

800:  Sworn to Grand Jury:  John Galo, Terrence Collings on Bill of Indictment against John Sulivane, Daniel McGinnis, and Rachel Piles.

809-10:  “Ordered that if Capt. John Sulivane who is now discharged from an Indictment for being accessory to a Murder shall be seen either in Annapolis or in Ann Arundel County after the space of two days or in Baltimore County five days after such two days or in any other part of the Province seven days after the expiration of the afsd five days may be taen up and Committed unless he give good and sufficient security for his good behaviour during his residence within this Province.”

Newspaper:

HOM ESCAPE:  a captured runaway convict servant m. an overseer for William Digges.


MGAZ 4/3/1751:  VGaz,  5/ 2/1751:31  Murder by convict servant in Baltimore Co., Maryland:  dtl Annapolis, 4/3:  "Last Friday as a Gentleman was riding near a Mine Bank in Baltimore County, he heard the Growling of some Dogs just out of the Road, upon which he rode aside to see what was the Matter, where he was much surprized to find them eating the Carcase of a Man, which was naked, and appeared as if it had either been buried in Clay, or lain in a Puddle of Water.  The Coroner immediately summon'd a jury of Inquest, who brought in their Verdict Wilful Murder, The Person murdered is suppos'd to be an Overseer of Mr. William Digges, who went up to Cecil County about the Middle of February to fetch down a convict Servant, who had run away from his Master, and was taken up there and confined in Prison; and brought him down as far as Baltimore Town on Shrove Tuesday, where they lod'g that Night, and the next Morning set out from thence to proceed homeward:  And it is suppos'd that he lost his Way, and got into the Mine Bank Road, where the Villain murder'd and stripp'd him.  It was remark'd that the Overseer, all the Way on the Road, treated his Prisoner with great Humanity.  We since hear, that the Murderer is taken up and committed again to Goal in Cecil County; but we fear it is not true."


MGAZ 4/10/1751:  the murdered man proved to be, as was supposed, Donald McKennie [of Baltimore Co.], Mr. Digg's overseer.  The suspect:  Daniel Sullivan, an Irish convict, who was taken up in Cecil Co.  Now brought to town & is in Annapolis jail for his trial.


MGAZ 4/17/1751:  David, aka Daniel Sullivan (23), who had been twice convicted "into this Country" tried & fG.  m. DM on 2/20.  Executed today in Annapolis with Steadman & afterard hung in chains near where the crime was committed.  He confessed "and said he died a Roman Catholic; but spoke very little at the Gallows."


MGAZ 5/1/1751:  several persons have been taken up & jailed on suspicion of being concerned in the murder of DM, for which Sullivan has already been executed.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Suspect 1:  

Daniel Sullivan

Ethnicity:

Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


23

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:

convict servant / laborer

Town:


fugitive, runaway / PRINCE GEORGE

Birthplace:



Religion:

Catholic

Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

John Sulivane

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Planter

Town:


Baltimore County

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 3:  

Daniel Macginnes

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Labourer

Town:


Baltimore County

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 4:  

Rachel Piles

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
s

Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Baltimore County

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 1:  

Donald McKennie

Ethnicity:

[Scots-Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

overseer for Mr. Digg

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, Feb. 27




Annapolis, ANN

P

CT
DATE:  indictment says 2/27; newspaper says 2/17; another newspaper says Th last week from 3/6

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
b/w 9pm & 10pm
Days to death:  0

HOM:  John Steadman m. Mary Steadman (his wife)


Weapon:  beaten.  //  ) “with his hands Fists and Feet . . . did Beat Kick and Mortally Bruise.”  “Instantly Died.”  

Circumstances:  found dead in bed in her home.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  4/1751:  Provinical Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 4/17.  //  “had not Goods or chattels Land or Tenement at the time of his Committing the said Murder or at any time since to their Knowledg.”
Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1750-1. Liber E. I. No. 13, v. 36.

SE 4/1751 (36th year) (465-796)

465:  MURDER:  John Steadman for the murder of his wife “Endorsed Billa Vera.”

486-7:  JS of Ann Arundel Co., stone cutter, on 2/27/1750 b/w 9pm & 10pm a. Mary Steadman (his wife) “with his hands Fists and Feet . . . did Beat Kick and Mortally Bruise.”  “Instantly Died.”  Malice aforethought.  pNG.  fG.  “had not Goods or chattels Land or Tenement at the time of his Committing the said Murder or at any time since to their Knowledg.”  DEATH.  To be hanged in Ann Arundel Co.

Summons (466-9):  Richard Tootle, Ann Asby, Alexander Hamilton of Ann Arundel County & John Rawlings & Sarah Evitts [sp?] & John Thackrel & Constance Kirby, Ephraim Harris, George Atkinson, Mary Anderson, Ann Middleton to testify against JS.  Col. Edward Lloyd, Margaret Rawlings, Sarah Weeden, Margaret Brigdon, John Inch and Andrew Buchanan, John Campbell to testify for JS.  

Sworn (466):  Richard Burrows [sp?], Margaret Rawling, Margaret Bridgdon, Richard Tootle, and Sarah Woodson sworn to Grand Jury on Indictment against John Steadman.

Attendance (471):  Ephraim Harrison, John Thackrel, Joseph Berry, and Constant Kirby (2 days each, 64 l.t. each).  Sarah Weeden, Ann Ashley, John Parsons, Margaret Rawling, and Margaret Brigden (4 days eacy, 178 l.t. each).  John Rawlings (3 days, 96 l.t.).  

Bonds (477):  25 £ bond for Margaret Rawlings & Sarah Weeden (John Rawlings, surety), Margaret Brigden (Tobias Brigden, surety).  50 £ bond for Robert French (Alexander Hamilton, surety)

Newspaper:

MGAZ 3/6/1751:  HOM WIFE in MD:  Th morning last, at Annapolis, Mary Steedman, "who was well in Health the Day before, was found Dead in her Bed, with many Bruises on her Body."  Inquest verdict:  willful murder.  Her husband apprehended & jailed.  MGAZ 4/17:  John Steadman, a Scotchman (54) tried last F for murder of his wife on 2/17.  "Her Body was much bruised in many Places, in particular on her Throat, where it was prov'd there were the Marks of a Man's Thumb, and Finger, and on her Breast the Mark of a Man's Hand, and other Parts much hurt.  He confess'd at the Bar, that she died in his Arms, but said she died in a Fit.  There were twenty Evidencs against him, which prov'd many as strong Circumstances in the Nature of the Thing could admit, and the Jury found no Difficulty in bringing him in Guilty.  And he was this Day executed, but denied the fact to the last Minute; and was afterwards hung in Chains on a Gibbet near this City."

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Accused 1:  

John Steadman

Ethnicity:

Scots

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


54

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Mary

Children:




Occupation:

stone cutter
Town:


Annapolis, ANN ARUNDEL
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mary Steadman

Ethnicity:

[Scots]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. John

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Annapolis, ANN ARUNDEL
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, Feb. 20



Chesapeake Bay, St. Mary's Co.

P

CT
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
b/w 5pm & 6pm
Days to death:  0


HOM:  George Wilson (aka Newton) and ___ (aka Jones) [convict laborers] m. Capt. William Smith, Bazaleel Foster, and Cuffee


Weapon:  WS:  “with both his Hands … did Seize Strike and Strangle” & “did throw overboard into the River . . . whereby he was Drowned.”  //  newspaper article:  says all that their throats cut.

Circumstances:  on board the schooner in the Potomac River

Inquest:  


Indictment?  GW:  yes, murder, malice aforethought

Term?:  9/1751: Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  GW:  fG.  DEATH.  5/1752:  2nd trial.  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 6/1752.  Accomplice escaped.

Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1751-3. Liber E. I. No. 14, v. 37


SE 4/1752 (215-556)


MURDER 216:  George Wilson.  True bill.

Indictment 237-8:  GW of St. Mary’s Co., mariner on 2/20/1750 b/w 5pm & 6pm on board a sloop in Potomack River at St. Mary’s Co. m. William Smith of St. Mary’s Co., mariner – “with both his Hands … did Seize Strike and Strangle” & “did throw overboard into the River . . . whereby he was Drowned.”  Malice aforethought.  MG:  fG.  DEATH.  To hang in Ann Arundel Co.

Summons (224):  Walter Hanson to testify against GW (Sheriff of Ann Arundel Co. to summon him).

Attendance (224):  Stanton [sp?] Edwards (5 days from St. Marys Co., 544 l.t.).  

SE 9/1751 (797-900)

ESCAPE of MURDERERS

800:  “Summons Ordered and Issued against Robert Crosley Sheriff of St. Marys County . . . to Shew Cause why an Information shall not be exhibited against him for Negligently Suffering two Prisoners Committed to his Custody on Suspicion of Murder to escape out of his Gaol and Ordered that in Case they or either of them be retaken that the said Sheriff immediately have his or their Body or Bodys before this Court and the Coroners of St. Marys County afst make return to the Court here of the Summons afsd. Thus Endorsed.”

Newspapers:

HOM ROBBERY:  George Wilson and ____ (convict laborers, using the aliases of Newton & Jones) m. Capt. William Smith, Bazaleel Foster, and negro Cuffee.


MGAZ 2/27/1751:  MD in MD:  on last F, a schooner "which will carry about 1000 bushels of Grain, came into Clement's Bay in St. Mary's County, and two Men came from her in a small Boat or Canoe, and as soon as they landed push'd her off again, and walk'd up the Road.  The People thereabouts, seeing Nobody in the Vssel, went on board the next Day, and found no Soul there.  By the Management of the two Men who left her, it is supposed that they have murdered the Master and Crew, or else run away with the Vessel; but the former seems most probable, as there were some small Spots of Blood on the Deck, and on some Cloaths which were found in her, and as she is discovered to be the same Schooner which us'd to Trade into that Part from Cherry Point in Virginia, one ____ Smith formerly Master.  She had on board a considerable Quantity of Chocolate, about a dozen Bottles of Spanish Snuff, some Barrels of Turpentine, and sundry other Goods; and a Pair of loaded Pistols lay in the Cabin.  The two Men who left her, and go by the Names of Newton and Jones, we are informed are gone towards Philadelphia and have a Pass sign'd by sundry Magistrates in this Province.  An Express from  St. Mary's is just co e up with the above Account, and we hear a Hue and Cry will be immediately sent after them."  //  MGAZ 3/20:  the men were apprehended in Philadelphia for passing a piece of eight, but were cleared & discharged.  Headed for New York, where it is hoped they will be stopped.


VGaz,  5/30/1751:22  Murder in Maryland:  "Extract of a Letter from Maryland, dated April 26.  'I believe we have every Year three or four Hundred Felons imported here from London; and if, when their Times are out, or before, they were not many of them to move away to the Northward, and elsewhere we should be over-run with them.--Some few may possibly have been transported for small Matters, or thro' false Accusations; but the most well deserve Hanging at home:  And we have now no Occasion for imported Thieves in America, as the Breed seem to thrive among us, and we are like to have enough of our own Growth.  Not only our other Servants and Negroes are corrupted and spoilt, but even our Children begin to be vitiated by them.--We hear that the Bodies of the Master and the Mate of the Schooner left some Time ago in St. Mary's by Newton and Jones, have been lately drove ashore there, about four Miles from the Place where they left her; and had both their Throats cut quite across.  One other Person is missing yet; and all three were undoubtedly murdered by those convict Miscreants; and it seems to have been done for the Sake of Forty Pistoles.  May Justice overtake them."


MDGAZ, 5/1/1751:  the schooner from Virginia left in St. Mary's Co. by two men who went north, Newton & Jones:  the body of Capt. Smith & one other have since been found "drove ashore about four Miles from that Place, with both their Throats cut."  supposed they were murdered & thrown overboard "by those two Villains for the sake of about 40 Pistoles which Capt. Smith had with him."


MDGAZ 7/17/1751:  N & J captured in Boston & sent to St. Mary's, where they are now in jail, awaiting trial.


MGAZ 8/14/1751:  N & J confessed & then both broke jail.  at large.


MGAZ 9/25/1751:  trial of George Wilson, who murdered Capt. Wilson & 2 others in a schooner last Winter.  Retaken.  Tried for breaking prison, fG.  DEATH.  His accomplice, "the greatest Rogue of the Two, if there's any Difference, is not yet retaken, and is said to be gone back to join Perkins and his Gang."  //  MDGAZ 10/30:  execution respited for a while.


MGAZ 5/7/1752:  fG in a second trial.  to be hung in chains near where he & his accomplice committed the murder.  //  MGAZ 6/11/1752:  hanged F last in St. Mary's Co.  Hung in chains on Herring Island in Potomac River, near where crime was committed.  "an Englishman," 23, "and profess'd himself a Papist."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

George Wilson [aka Newton]

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


23

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

convict servant / mariner
Town:




Birthplace:

b. England

Religion:

Catholic

Organizations:



Accused 1:  

___ [aka Jones]

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

convict servant

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Capt. William Smith

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

master of a schooner / mariner
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

Bazaleel Foster

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

mate on WS's schooner

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

Cuffee

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[slave of WS]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, [Mar.]






P

Class:   do not count

Crime:   possible HOM / prob CAS POI

Rela:   HHLD two SLAVES, MASTER, and two of MASTER'S CHILDREN by unk. person

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person may have m. a slave of Mr. Francis Liuthicum (and aik on Mr. Francis Liuthicum, on two of his children, and on another slave of FL)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 3/27/1751:  poss HOM in MD:  "Some short Time since, Mr. Francis Liuthicum [???], two of his children, & two of his negroes, "having all of them been poisoned by some Means which is yet undiscoverd, were all of them perfectly cured by negro Caesar's Medicine, publish'd in the Maryland Almanack of this Year.  One other Negro died, for the Poison had run on him till it was too late for a Cure."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:




Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Mr. Francis Liuthicum

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, Oct. 15




TAL

P

CT
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive: QUARREL INTERVENTION at COUNTY MEETING / victim took offense

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:
County Meeting

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Ebenezer Alexander m. John Campbell


Weapon:  phys / fight.  Beat him to death with his fists.  d. 15 minutes.  //  “with his Fists . . . in and upon the Stomach” of JC.  “several Mortal Wounds and Bruises” – “Instantly Dyed.” 

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  manslaughter

Term?:  4/1752:  Prov. Ct.

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG -- self-defense, had retreated from confrontation & victim kept pursuing him.

Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1751-3. Liber E. I. No. 14, v. 37


SE 4/1752 (215-556)

MANSLAUGHTER 216:  Ebenezer Alexander.  True bill.

Indictment (231-2):  EA of Talbot Co., laborer on 10/15/1751 at Talbot Co. m. John Cambell of Talbot Co.  “with his Fists . . . in and upon the Stomach” of JC.  “several Mortal Wounds and Bruises” – “Instantly Dyed.”  “Feloniously did Kill.”  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged.

Sworn (217):  John Esly, James Pickerington, and Nathan Walker sworn to the Grand Jury.

Bonds (229):  William Holon, John Esly, Thomas Whitington, John Cronoy, James Pickerington, Nathan Walker (20 L).  Ebenezer Alexander (50 L:  sureties:  Pollard Edmondson, Nicholas Glen, William Alexande, Peter Comorford, Russel Armstrong, James Milarden, Samuel Bartlett, Peter Caulk, William Richardson).

Newspaper:

MDGAZ 10/23/1751:  HOM MANSL in MD:  "During the October meeting in Talbot County, a Man wanting to quarrel with another, followed him about from Place to Place, to provoke him, and at last struck him, on which the other gave him a few Knocks, when the quarrelsome Man fell down and died on the Spot."


MDGAZ 4/23/1752:  Ebenezer Alexander of Talbot Co. tried for killing John Campbell in a fight last Oct. meeting.  Appeared from evidence that A gave C "no other Affront than by endeavouring the make Peace between two Men who Campbell wanted should fight; this so enraged him that he insisted on fighting Alexander, who prudently endeavour'd to avoid him; but the other pursuing him from Place to Place with a great deal of ill Language, and Alexander finding it impossible to get rid of him without Blows, at length engaged him; when, after a short Contest, they parted, and Campbell died about a Quarter of an Hour after."  fNG by the jury "in less than a Minute."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Ebenezer Alexander

Ethnicity:

[Scots]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Talbot Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

John Campbell

Ethnicity:

[Scots-Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Talbot Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, Nov. 20






Joppa, BAL


P

NOTE:  who is "Pat," who confessed?

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE MOTHER-IN-LAW by SON-IN-LAW

Motive:  INHERITANCE / ADULTERY

Intox?:  no

Day of week:
W

Holiday?:

n

Time of day:
2am

Days to death:  0


HOM:  John Berry, Martha Basset [aka Catcham], Mary Powell, Edward Evans, & a boy (13) m. Sarah Clark (& aik on her husband, John Clark)


Weapon:  axe, knife


Circumstances:  at victim's home


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  12/1751 at Joppa, special Court of Oyer and Terminer


Court proceedings:  JB, MB, & MP fG.  DEATH.  All hanged.  JB hung in chains.  The boy fNG.  EE pG.  "appeared very Penitent, and said he should never have been concerned in so horrid a Crime, if it had not been for the Threats and Menaces of Bery who was then his Overseer."  EE pardoned.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MDGAZ 11/27/1751:  HOM in MD:  2am W morning last, in Baltimore Co.  "this Affair was contriv'd some Time before" by John Berry, son-in-law to Clark, "who propos'd to make himself Master of Clark's Money, and then to marry and Orphan Girl, named Sarah Catcham, who had been brought up by Clark's first Wife; to set two Servants (a Man and a Woman) free; to give a little Boy (an indented Servant) a Horse and Saddle, and so to enjoy the Estate."  About a fortnight before the crime, JB "took the four last mentioned into the Woods, and having acquainted them with his Itentions, swore them all to Secrecy.  The Time appointed . . . being at hand, when Clark and his Wife were fast alseep in Bed, Martha [Basset, aka Catcham] with an Axe, and the Servant Woman with a Candle, went into the Room, and Martha gave Mrs. Clark several Blows on the Head with the Axe, which split her Scull in a terrible Manner, and kill'd her on the Spot; she then struck the Husband several Blows with it, which stunn'd him in such a Manner that they left him for dead; but afterwards preceiving some Life in him, the old Woman Servant told Pat to take a Shoemaker's Knife and cut his Throat, and make a Finish of it; she accordingly took the Knife and went towards the Bed; but her Heart failing her, the Kinfe fell out of her Hand.  After this, they all cried out Murder, and a neighbouring Woman coming in, went to the Bed Side inthe Dark, and feeling of Mrs. Clark's Head, her Fingers went quite into one of the Wounds in her Scull; whereupon she called to the Husband, and with some Difficulty awaked him; who sitting up in the Bed, put his Hand to his Face, which was all over Blood, and the Skin and Flesh hanging down over one of his Cheeks, and cried out, Lord have Mercy upon me, what is the Matter with me?  Why, says the Woman, Your Servants have murder'd your Wife by your Side, and almost murder'd you."  "made a great Lamentation" when he saw his wife dead.  The woman immediately charged the servant woman & Martha with the murder, for Berry & the servant man "were gone out to call for Help, designing to lay the Murder on Persons unknown."  Some people coming in, they seized the Old Woman and Pat, and bound them, on which Pat confessed.  Confined in Joppa Goal, together with Berry, the other man, & the boy (13).  "it is not to be doubted but they will all receive the Punishment due for so horrid a Crime."


MGAZ 12/18:  special court to be held today in Joppa, Baltimore Co.


MGAZ 12/25:  special court of Oyer & Terminer at Joppa in Balt. Co.  MB pG.  JB & MP fG.  the boy fNG.  EE pG "appeared very Penitent, and said he should never have been concerned in so horrid a Crime, if it had not been for the Threats and Menaces of Bery who was then his Overseer."  All four sentenced to DEATH.  to be executed soon.  //  MGAZ 1/2:  MB, JB, & MP to hang 1/10.  EE pardoned.  //  MGAZ 1/16 & 23/1752:  MB & MP hanged last F.  The execution of JB was deferred until yesterday, when he was hanged at Soldier's Delight & his body hung in chains at the place where he contrived the crime.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

John Berry

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
widowed

Children:

at least 1 adopted orphan daughter, Sarah Catcham

Occupation:

overseer

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Martha [aka Sarah] Basset [aka Catcham]

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

servant

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Mary Powell

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

servant

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 4:  

Edward Evans

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

servant

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 5:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


13

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

indentured servant

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Sarah Clark

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. John

Children:

yes, at least one daught.

Occupation:

housewife / plantation mistress

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

John Clark

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Sarah

Children:

yes, at least one daught.

Occupation:

planter

Town:


BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1752, [Mar.]




BAL

P


CHECK:  a very vague report.  Counted here only for consistency.

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM:  2 adults

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL at ELECTION

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:
Election Day

Time of day:


Days to death:  [7+]


HOM:  unk. persons m. two unknown men


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 4/23/1752:  HOM MANSL [it seems] in MD:  Baltimore Co., "two Men, who got hurt at the late Election there, are since dead of their Wounds."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

[m]

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

[m]

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

[m]

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1752, Aug. 19
FRE

P

CT
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  6

HOM:  Terence Conner m. James Boyles


Weapon:  knife – “several Mortal Wounds and Bruises upon the hand and Right Arm” 6” long, 3” deep.  “did Languish” & died on 8/25.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  9/1752:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Executed.

Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1751-3. Liber E. I. No. 14, v. 37


SE 9/1752 (557-764)

MURDER 557:  Terrence Conner.  True bill.

583-4:  Indictment of TC of Frederick Co., laborer, 8/19/1752 at Fredrick Co. m. James Boyle of Frederick Co. – knife – “several Mortal Wounds and Bruises upon the hand and Right Arm” 6” long, 3” deep.  “did Languish” & died on 8/25.  Malice aforethought.  pNG.  fG.  

Summons 558-9:  Daniel Dealy, Philip Dorchly, Benjamin Hawkins, and Richard Smith & wife, Alethea Dailey of Frederick Co. & Alexander Hamilton to testify “for” Terrence Conner


NOTE:  confusing.  Who testified for or against TC?

Sworn 561:  to the Grand Jury:  Nathaniel Wickham, Jr., Elizabeth Buttrum [aka Butler], Michael Delany, William Roberts

Attendance 566:  Richard Smith, Actridge Smith (his wife), and Benjamin Hawkins “Witnesses for his Lordship against” TC (4 days form Frederick Co., 192 l.t. each).  Elizabeth Buttrum, William Roberts, & Michael Delany (9 days, 516 l.t. each, testified for his Lordship).  Daniel Dealy, a witness for TC—320 l.t.  

Bonds 575-6:  Michael Delany 100 L. (Uncle Uncles [??] surety), Elizabeth Buttrum 50 L (William Roberts, surety), William Roberts 50 L.

Newspapers:

MGAZ 9/28/1752:  HOM in MD:  yesterday, Terence Conner tried for the murder of James Boyles in Frederick Co. in August last.  fG.  //  MGAZ 10/5:  DEATH.  //  MGAZ 10/26:  executed on F last.  b. Ireland, Catholic.  Attended in the Cart at the gallows by a priest, who conversed with him "in Whispers for a short Time, and then left him.  He behaved with Composure and Decency."

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Accused 1:  

Terence Conner

Ethnicity:

Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

laborer
Town:


FRE
Birthplace:

b. Ireland

Religion:

Catholic

Organizations:



Victim 1:  

James Boyles

Ethnicity:

[Scots]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


FRE
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1753, Jan. 7 & 8




Christ Church Parish, CAL

P

CT
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  21

HOM:  George Cook m. Althea Cook


Weapon:  [blunt / phys] “with staves & Horsewips” “divers stripes wounds and brusies upon the head Back Sides and Belly.”  And burns.  Died 1/30.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, malice aforethought

Term?:  4/1753: Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.
Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1751-3. Liber E. I. No. 14, v. 37


SE 4/1753 (766-892)

MURDER 766:  George Cook [aka Cooke], true bill.

Indictment & trial 797-9:  GC of Christ Church Parish, Calvert Co., “being a Person of an Inhuman Cruel and savage Disposition” – 1/7/1753 m. Alethea Cook (his wife).  “with staves & Horsewips” “divers stripes wounds and brusies upon the head Back Sides and Belly” – “she Languished and grew Sick and Weak.”  And on 1/8/1753 in the parish & county “by means of the Jurors afsd unknown was greatly Bruised in and upon the Lower parts of her Body and Thighs of her the said Alethea, of which said Burning the said Alethea Goerge Cook then and there had notice, and of which said Stripes Wounds Bruises and Burning the said Alethea might well have Recovered if the said George according to the Duties of a husband her the said Alethea had Comforted assisted sustained and cherished.”  But GC, “regardless of the Sufferings” of his wife, refused her “Necessary Medicines Victuals Nourishment or assistance” -- & he refused to allow others to care for her, so her wounds “became altogether Incurable.”  Languished from 1/8 to 1/30, when she died..  Malice aforethought.  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged.

Summons 768, 770, 771:  James Edmondson of Prince George’s Co., Samuel Hanson of Charles Co., Sarah Cross of Calvert Co., John Cooke of Ann Arundell Co. to testify for GC.  James Duke and Esther Duke of Calvert Co. & ___ [illegible] Duke to testify against GC.

Attachment 770:  of Contempt against George Newton of Calvert Co. for failing to appear as a witness against GC.-

Attendance 773:  Young Parran [sp?], John Manning, and Thomas Manning (13 days from Calvert Co., 384 l.t. – appeared for GC).  Susanna Daw, Rhody Hillhouse, William Hillhouse, James McClain, John Johnston, Robert Gardiner, Mary Sedgwick, Margaret Sharpless, Elizabeth Dixon, Isabelle Addison, David Slater (13 days, 416 l.t. each, appeared against GC).  George Newton (5 days from Calvert Co., 130 l.t., against GC).  John Gray (8 days, 384 l.t., againstw GC).  796:  Charles Goo_ham also appeared as a witness at the trial.  

773:  Bench Warrant:  against GC to answer “such things as shall be Objected against him.”

774:  Bond:  George Cook 200 L. to keep the peace for 12 months “but for want thereof he is Committed to the Sheriff of Calvert County.”

792:  Bond:  George Cook, Jr. 220 L. (George Scott and William Sharpless, securities) – to testify against George Cooke.  Appeared.  Discharged.  796:  He appeared as a witness.

Newspaper:

MGAZ 2/1/1753:  HOM WIFE by HUSBAND in MD:  T last, Mrs. Alethea Cook, "a Gentlewoman of an excellent Character, and formerly the Wife of the late worthy Mr. Walter Smith," d. "of several Wounds and Burns which she had received."  Her last marriage was to a man "whose Cloth and station in Life ought to have rendered him exemplary for Virtue and Piety; but his horrid Usage and unparalell'd Barbarity to his Wife (which Decency forbids even to relate) is supposed to have been the Cause of her Death."  Jailed.  to be tried.


MGAZ 4/26:  tried on 4/18.  "a very crowded Audience, and a great many Evidences," 12 hr. trial, "But --- the Evidence being chiefly presumptive," fNG.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___ Cook

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Althea

Children:




Occupation:

gentleman

Town:


CAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Althea Cook

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

widow of Walter Smith; remarried

Children:




Occupation:

housewife

Town:


CAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1753, [Apr.]




near Annapolis, ANN

P

Class:   uncertain examination

Crime:   poss HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unknown persons suspected of m. John Reynolds


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  suspected foul play & sent for further evidence; no verdict yet.


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MDGAZ 4/26/1753:  POSS HOM in MD:  F last, the body of a man found driven on shore near a point in the town of Annapolis.  Coroner summoned an inquest:  the body of John Reynolds, a tailor, "who was supposed to have been run away:  And as the Jury were apprehensive he had had some foul Play, they have sent for Evidences, and have not yet determin'd on a Verdict."

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

John Reynolds

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

indentured servant / tailor

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1753, [July]




Chester River, KEN or QA

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    WORK CREWMAN by CREWMAN

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. man suspected of m. unk. man


Weapon:  drowned


Circumstances:  fight on board ship & tumbled overboard


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MDGAZ 7/26/1753:  HOM MANSL in MD:  a few days ago, two men on board a ship in Chester River, "engaging in a Quarrel, tumbled both over, and were drowned."  Bodies taken up & buried in the same grave, "where they lie peaceably together."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[sailor]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[sailor]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1753, [Oct.]




Baltimore, BAL

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  JEALOUSY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  John Barrett m. ___ Barrett


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  confessed.  Blamed his wife's "incontinency."


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  11/1753


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged.  Hung in chains.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MDGAZ 11/8/1753:  HOM WIFE by HUSBAND in MD:  hear from Baltimore Town, that some short time ago, a woman, the wife of one [John] Barrett, "was barbarously murdered there; and that he, and several others," supposed to be concerned in it, are in Joppa jail & will soon be tried by a Special Court.


MDGAZ 11/15:  John Barrett fG.  DEATH.


MDGAZ 12/6:  executed, body hung in chains on a gibbet "as high as Haman's Gallows," near Balt. town.  "He acknowledged the Justice of his Sentence; and laid the Cause of it to his Wife's Incontinency."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

John Barrett

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Baltimore, BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___ Barrett

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. John

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Baltimore, BAL

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1753, Dec.




Queen Anne's Co.

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:
n

Time of day:


Days to death:  3


HOM:  unk. men m. Thomas Watts


Weapon:  burned


Circumstances:  at a shooting match at a private Tippling House on Chester River


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 1/31/1754; BGAZ, 3/19/1754 (T):  HOM in MD:  Annapolis, dtl 1/10 [sic?]:  an amazing case of brutality toward a retarded man.  "We hear from Queen Anne's County, that on a Monday, a few Weeks ago, at a private Tippling House on Chester River, a Number of People met on a Shooting Match, which they turn'd into a drinking Match, and held it until the Thursday; during which Time, they detain'd one Thomas Watts, a young simple Man, of whom they made (what they call'd Diversion) by pulling, pushing, and tumbling him about, and playing many foolish, mad and devilish Tricks with him by which he was much bruised and hurt; and being much stupified he fell into the Chimney Corner, when they swept the Soot upon his Face, and then flung Water upon him; one of the Company, when he fell upon the Hearth with his bare Knees, put a Fire Brand between them, which burnt him in a terrible Manner, when he had neither Strength nor Sense to get from it, or push it from him.  When they had, Devil like, taken Pleasure in Tormenting, for near 3 Days, there came in one Man, who took him away, & carried him home to his Mother, where he died almost as soon as they could lay him in his Bed, his Body being all over Wounds, Bruises and Burns.  The Coroner's Inquest had three Meethings (and the Magistrates were very industrious to find out the hellish Authors) but their Determination we have not yet heard."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

[m]

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas Watts

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:

handicapped; mentally retarded

Town:


Queen Anne's Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, Feb.




BAL

P


NOTE:  a suspicious case.  Clearly an assault took place.

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  BOXING MATCH / QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  ___ Butler m. unk. man


Weapon:  phys


Circumstances:  boxing match.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  no


Term?:  4/1754


Court proceedings:  "honourably acquitted."

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 2/28/1754:  CAS BOXING in MD:  last Sat., Absalom Butler jailed in Balt. Co. jail for murder of a person near "the Temporary Line" some time since, who died by blows of his fist, or other wounds, received in boxing.


MGAZ 4/11/1754:  jailed for causing the death of a man who died "soon after a Fisty-Cuff Engagement between them."  At the last assize court in Balt. Co., "last week, there did not appear sufficient Evidence to the Grand Jury to find a Bill against him; it appearing that the Man died of a Pleurisy; and Mr. Butler was honourably acquitted."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___ Butler

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, Feb.




KEN

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER

Motive:  ABUSE / PUNISHMENT

Intox?:  yes, both

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [3]


HOM:  Thomas Cartwright m. unk. man (his servant)


Weapon:  beat [phys]


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  verdict:  murder


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fled

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 2/28/1754:  BGAZ, 4/2/1754 (T):  HOM SERVANT by MASTER in MD:  dtl Annapolis, 2/28:  Kent County, Thomas Cartwright a few days ago beat a servant of his "so barbarously that he died a short Time after."  Coroner's Inquest:  wilful murder.  "but Cartwright is absconded.  It is said they were both much in Liquor, and that Cartwright, when drunk, was of a morose, quarrelsome Disposition."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Cartwright

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[planter]

Town:


Kent Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of Thomas Cartwright

Town:


Kent Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, [Mar.]




near Annapolis, ANN

P

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    WORK CAPTAIN by CREW

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  John Wright, John Smith, and Toney (crewmen) m. William Curtis (their captain)


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  A sloop [the Hopewell] of about 45 tons, Wm. Curtis, master, belonging to Mr. Creagh, sailed from Annapolis some weeks ago to load on the Eastern Shore.  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  7/1754


Court proceedings:  JW pG.  T fG.  DEATH.  Executed.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 3/28/1754:  HOM CAPTAIN by CREW in MD:  a sloop [the Hopewell] of about 45 tons, Wm. Curtis, master, belonging to Mr. Creagh, sailed from Annapolis some weeks ago to load on the Eastern Shore.  "we have an Account that the Crew, consisting of two White Men, and a Mullatto, have run away with the Vessel and Cargo, and 'tis supposed they have murdered the Master; one of the Men having been seen with the Master's Cloaths on.  A Boat well mann'd and arm'd sailed from hence last Sunday in quest of them, but are not yet returned."


MGAZ 6/20/1754:  John Wright, John Smith, and Toney, the "Three Villains" who ran away with Mr. Creagh's sloop after murdering the master, W. C., about the middle of March, "are all brought in" to Virginia from South Carolina and in irons on board a man of war.  The White Man, and Negro, "whom they afterwards decoyed on board, are likewise brought back."  The sloop is secured in Charlestown harbor.


MGAZ 7/18/1754:  Th last, JW, JS, & T brought up from Virginia & jailed in "our Prison" at Annapolis, "where they are well loaded with Irons."  to be tried at a Special Court to be appointed "for that Purpose."  JW pG.  Toney fG after a short trial.  Yesterday at 10am they were both hanged at the gallows just without "our City Gate & their bodies afterwards hung in Irons, 10 yards "asunder on Two Gibbets at Hackets Point."  JS, "who was principally concerned in the Murder, and is said to be the first Contriver of it, inform'd against the other Two in South Carolina, and being recommended to his Excellency our Governor from thence, for Mercy, received his Pardon."


MGAZ 8/8:  F last, Special Court of O&T to try John Wright & mullatto Toney, who were indicted for murder.  [sic?  check notes:  wrong dates somewhere]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

John Wright

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

sailor

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

John Smith

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

sailor

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Toney

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of WC

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

William Curtis

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

ship captain, master of HOPEWELL

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, Mar.




STM

P


NOTE:  see also the related case in the child homicide file

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  SEXUAL ASSAULT

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  "mulatto fellow" m. ___ Vessels


Weapon:  strangled & other wounds & bruises


Circumstances:  at victim's house at head of Clement's Bay


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  4/1754


Court proceedings:  pG to rape & murder.  DEATH.  Executed.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 4/4/1754:  HOMS in MD:  [2 separate cases]  St. Mary's Co., a few weeks ago, widow Vessels (30 to 35 yrs. old) found murdered at her house near the head of Clement's Bay, supposed to have been strangled, "but had many other Wounds and Bruises about her."  Also in St. Mary's Co., a fortnight ago, a young girl (11 or 12) near head of Clement's Bay, "being sent on an Errand, was found murder'd in the Woods; her Body had been cut with a Penknife, and otherwise us'd in such an inhuman and barbarous Manner, as Decency forbids to mention:  A Mulatto Fellow, of a vile Character, was found washing himself at a Run of Water, not far from the poor Girl's Body, and a Garter, fellow to that on one of his Legs, was found lying by her, and he is taken up and committed to the Goal of that County, as the supposed vile Perpetrator of one (if not both) of those two horrid Murders."


MGAZ 4/25:  the "Mulatto Fellow" fG at St. Mary's Co. assizes of m. the young girl.  DEATH.  "but what Death he is to suffer we have not yet heard."


MGAZ 5/9:  executed F last.  pG to the rape & murder & "afterwards confessed to the Priest, his murdering the Widow Wessells last Fall."  Hanged near the place where he murdered the child & "afterwards in Irons, near the House where he murder'd the Widow."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[free black]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___ Vessels

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


[32]

Literate:




Marital Status:

widow

Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, Aug.




Dorchester Co.

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD OVERSEER by MASTER

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Richard Cooper m. Hugh Meredith


Weapon:  stabbed with a pegging awl


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder.


Term?:  Special Court of Oyer & Terminer, Dorch. Co.


Court proceedings:  jailed.  pNG.  fG of mansl.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 9/5/1754:  BGAZ, 9/24/1754 (T):  HOM in MD:  dtl Annapolis, 9/5:  a few weeks ago, Richard Cooper, an old man (80) jailed in Dorchester Co. for m. of Hugh Meredith, "his Overseer, by stabbing him with a Pegging Awl."


MGAZ 9/19:  the trail did not come on at Dorchester Co. Assizes, "for Want of a material Evidence."  A Special Court is ordered in that county for his trial, "to be soon held."  RC sgtabbed HM, "whom he had employed as an Overseer."


MGAZ 10/17:  trial and verdict.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Richard Cooper 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


80

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

planter

Town:


Dorchester Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Hugh Meredith

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

overseer for RC

Town:


Dorchester Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, Aug. 27




Dorchester Co.

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVE

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [4]


HOM:  a slave of John Reed a. John Reed


Weapon:  beat Reed on the skull with a lathing hammer. 


Circumstances:  JR d. a few days after he was wounded.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  assailant fled & was later killed

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 9/5/1754:  BGAZ 9/24/1754 (T):  dtl Annapolis, 9/5:  a "Negro Fellow" belonging to John Reed, of Dorchester County, who was a kind Master, on his being found Fault with for some Misdemeanour, fell upon his Master with a Lathing Hammer, and cut and wounded him on the Top of the Scull, almost cut one of his Ears to Pieces, and mangled him terribly about the Mouth, so that it was tho't he could not possibly recover:  After he had done this Mischief, he ran away, and kept out of sight till Wednesday Night, when he went to the House of Thomas Hackett, an elderly Man, who he knew kept a Gun in the House, and knock'd at the Door, and on their asking Who's there?  He answered, The Devil; but the Mistress of the House got up and open'd the Door, and he having a sharp Stick about 4 Feet long made a stab at her Throat, but struck her on the Collar Bone, and hurt her much, after which he pull'd her out and was endeavouring to murder her, but her Husband got up and fired at him with small Shot, and hurt him slightly in the Hip; he then quited the Woman, and fell upon the old Man, and was just about to cut his Throat, when his Daughter very luckily came to his Assistance with an Iron Hominy Pestle, and with one Blow kill'd the Negro on the Spot."


MGAZ 9/19:  John Reed, died of his wounds a few days afterwards.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Reed

Town:


Dorchester Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Reed

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

planter

Town:


Dorchester Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1754, Aug. 31




Dorchester Co.

P
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM SLAVE by WHITE

Motive:  OUTLAWED SLAVE

Intox?:  

Day of week:
W

Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  a daughter of Thomas Cooper m. a slave of John Reed


Weapon:  blow to the head with an iron hominy pestle.  d. inst.


Circumstances:  preventing the slave from killing her family.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  justified, self-defense

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

BGAZ 9/24/1754 (T):  dtl Annapolis, 9/5:  a "Negro Fellow" belonging to John Reed, of Dorchester County, who was a kind Master, on his being found Fault with for some Misdemeanour, fell upon his Master with a Lathing Hammer, and cut and wounded him on the Top of the Scull, almost cut one opf his Ears to Pieces, and mangled him terribly about the Mouth, so that it was tho't he could not possibly recover:  After he had done this Mischief, he ran away, and kept out of sight till Wednesday Night, when he went to the House of Thomas Hackett, an elderly Man, who he knew kept a Gun in the House, and knock'd at the Door, and on their asking Who's there?  He answered, The Devil; but the Mistress of the House got up and open'd the Door, and he having a sharp Stick about 4 Feet long made a stab at her Throat, but struck her on the Collar Bone, and hurt her much, after which he pull'd her out and was endeavouring to murder her, but her Husband got up and fired at him with small Shot, and hurt him slightly in the Hip; he then quited the Woman, and fell upon the old Man, and was just about to cut his Throat, when his Daughter very luckily came to his Assistance with an Iron Hominy Pestle, and with one Blow kill'd the Negro on the Spot."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Dorchester Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Reed

Town:


Dorchester Co.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1755, Feb.


ANN

P

CT
Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD OVERSEER by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Joe m. Richard Price


Weapon:  hit in back of head with an axe

Circumstances:  in the lower part of the county


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  3/1755, Anne Arundel C.C.

Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Executed.

Legal Records:  

Anne Arundel Court Judgments Liber I. S. B. 3: 95, 102

Newspaper:

MGAZ 2/27/1755:  HOM OVERSEER by SLAVE:  slave jailed in Annapolis M last  "on a strong Suspicion of having murdered his Overseer."  //  MGAZ 3/13:  fG last Th at our Co. Ct. for murdering his overseer, one Price, a few weeks ago, "in the lower part of this County."  //  MGAZ 3/20:  executed yesterday at the lower part of his county, near where the murder was committed, & his body hung in chains.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Joe
Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of James Weems
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Richard Price

Ethnicity:

[Welsh]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

overseer

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1755, Apr. 2




CHA

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVES and SERVANT

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Stratton, Jemmy, and Toney suspected of m. Mr. Jeremiah Chase


Weapon:  poi


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  6/1755


Court proceedings:  all three fG.  DEATH.  Executed.

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 5/8/1755:  HOM MASTER by SERVANT:  a white servant man & several negroes jailed in Charles Co. on suspicion of having poisoned their late master, Mr. Jeremiah Chase, whose death "we lately mentioned.  It is said that the White Man has confessed the Fact."  //  MGAZ 4/10/1755:  on 4/2, "died suddenly," at a gentleman's house, as he was on his journey for the Baltimore Assizes, Mr. Jeremiah Chase of Charles Co., "a Practitioner of the Law, and at the last General Election chosen one of the Representaties for St. Mary's County; a Gentleman remarkable for his Faithfulness to his Clients, and whose Death is greatly regretted."  MGAZ 6/26:  special court in Charles Co., one white man [William Stratton], a negro wench [Jemmy], & a negro doctor [Toney], all fG of poisoning Mr. J. C.  "And another Negro Wench was likewise found Guilty for intending to poison her Master, which fell in the Way of two Negro Children, who eat it, and both died.  Death Warrants are gone down for all of them; and those three condemned for poisoning mr. Chase are to be hang'd in Chains.  At the same Court, a Negro Wench, for giving false Evidence, suffer'd Moses's Law, and had both her Ears cut off."  //  MGAZ 7/3:  the 4 malefactors in Chas. Co. to be executed tomorrow, 7/4.  MGAZ 7/10:  Last Friday, WS, T, & J all executed at Port Tobacco, Chas. Co., & their bnodies all hung in chains the same day in different parts of the county.  At the same time, on the same gallows, Negro Jack executed for attempting to murder his master, Mr. Francis Clements; & Negro Dick, for house breaking.  


#16:  CG 7/26/1755:  HOM in MD:  dtl Annapolis, 6/26:  Special court in Charles Co., a white man, a negro "Wench, and a Negro Doctor" were tried & fG of poisoning Mr. Jeremiah Chase, whose Death "we mentioned some Time ago."  Another "Negro Wench" was likewise fG of intending to poison her master, "which fell in the Way of two Negro Children, who ate it, and both died.  Death Warrants are gone down for all of them; and those three condemned for poisoning Mr. Chase, are to be hanged in Chains.


At the same Court, a Negro Wench, for giving false Evidence, suffered Moses's Law, and had both her Ears cut off."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Stratton

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

indentured servant of JC

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Jemmy

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of JC

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Toney

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of JC; "negro doctor"

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mr. Jeremiah Chase

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

lawyer, gentleman

Town:


STM

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

representative to legislature

1755, Sept.




Queen Anne Town, PG

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL of sorts

Intox?:  prob. all

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:
no

Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. man m. Benjamin Jones


Weapon:  phys


Circumstances:  drunk, making sport, BJ was tripped


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 9/18/1755:  HOM in MD:  F evening last, some people at Queen Anne Town in prince George's Co., "having drank too much, got to making Sport, or running their Rig, (as it's term'd) with one of their Company, by tripping his Heels, and throwing him down on a Floor, till they gave him a Fall which kill'd him.  The Person kill'd was Benjamin Jones" (w & 2 small ch).

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Benjamin Jones

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m

Children:

2 ch.

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1755, Sept.




BAL

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  FEUD to stop theft of peaches

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  Samuel Norwood m. unk. man


Weapon:  stick.  d. soon after.


Circumstances:  a sailor came ashore & stole peaches.  The overseer of the plantation beat him to death.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 9/18/1755:  HOM in MD:  few days ago, in Baltimore Co., a sailor belonging to Capt. Slade's ship went to a plantation to get some peaches, where Samuel Norwood was overseer, "who coming into the Orchard while he was gathering them, took up a Stick, and beat and bruised him so much that he died soon after."

Census:  

Genealogy:  
Accused 1:  

Samuel Norwood

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

overseer of plantation

Town:


Kent Island

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

sailor belonging to Capt. Slade's ship

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1756, Jan.




FRE

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SERVANT

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. man suspected of m. unk. man


Weapon:  knife


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed

Legal Records:  
Newspaper:

MGAZ 1/8/1756:  HOM MASTER by SERVANT:  Frederick Co., a servant man jailed "on a strong Presumption of having murder'd his Master; who was found dead, with his Throat terribly cut and mangled, soon after some Quarrel between them."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

indentured servant

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

planter

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1756, Mar. 30




Baltimore Co.
CT

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM MANSL
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  John Wilmot m. Robert Green


Weapon:  [blunt] hit on the left side of his head near the temple with a wooden staff.  2” long, 1” deep.  D. inst.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  4/1756, Baltimore C.C. // 5/1756:  Provincial Court
Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG manslaughter.  JG moved for an arrest of judgment.  Released on 400 l. bond.  Motion denied.  Prays benefit of clergy.  “To be branded on Brawn of his left thumb with the letter M.”  Pardoned by the Lord Proprietor.

Legal Records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1756.  Liber B. T. No. 1, v. 40

SE 5/1756 (1-270)

11-14:  MURDER:  John Wilmot of Baltimore Co., planter, 3/30/1756, 10am at Baltimore Co. a. Robert Green – malice forethought – with a “Wooden Staff” – one mortal wound “upon the left side of his Head near his Temple” 2” long & 1” deep.  “instantly died.”  True bill.  Witnesses:  William Burton, Hester [?] Burton, William Hall, John Lynch Wilkinson, Edward Hart.  pNG.  fG of “feloniously killing” RG [i.e., fG manslaughter]


JG moved for an arrest of judgment.  Released on 400 l. bond (Nicholas Rewelon Gay & Labran Hicks of Baltimore Co., sureties).  Motion denied.  Prays benefit of clergy.  To be branded on Brawn of his left thumb with the letter M.  Pardoned by the Lord Proprietor.

Newspapers:
Other Sources:

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  467n238

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

John Wilmot

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

planter
Town:


BALT
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Robert Green

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1756]




BALTIMORE
CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM or HHLD WHITE by SLAVE]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Zeato m. David Erwin

Weapon:  kneed, kicked, and beat him to death

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder

Term?:  11/1756 Baltimore C.C.

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal Records:  
Baltimore County Court Judgments, Liber B. B., No. C: 301, 317-18
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  462n221

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:  
Accused 1:  

Zeato

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of James Maxwell

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

David Erwin

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1756, Nov. 10 




Ann Arundel Co.

CT

Class of death:   certain

Class of crime:   HOM

Relationship:    [NONDOM]

Motive:  
UNK

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  1


SUSPECT(s):
Richard Clark

VICTIM(s):
Benjamin White


Cause of death:  [handgun]  “a Certain Hand Gun . . . Charged with Gun powder and Leaden Shott” in the forepart of the left thigh, 1 mortal wound 3” wide & 6” deep.  Died 11/11.  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder


Term of court:  9/1757:  Provincial Court.


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1757-9.  Liber B. T. No. 3, v. 43

SE 9/1757 (1-268)


MURDER (1):  Richard Clark.  True bill.

Trial 14-15:  RC of Ann Arundel Co., laborer, malice aforethought, 11/10/1756 at Ann Arundel Co. a. Benjamin White – “a Certain Hand Gun . . . Charged with Gun powder and Leaden Shott” in the forepart of the left thigh, 1 mortal wound 3” wide & 6” deep.  Died 11/11.  Witnesses:  Vachel Howard, Ruth Williams, Mathew Robinson, Benjamin Williams, Edward Gaither, and Joseph Penn.  True bill.  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged.

Summons (2):   to sheriff of Ann Arundel Co. for Vachel Howard, Ruth Williams, Benjamin Williams, Edward Gaither, and Joseph Penn vs. RC.

Attachment of contempt (3):  against Martha Donaldson of Ann Arundel Co., spinster, for not appearing as evidence against RC.  Summoned to the 4/1758 term of the court.

Sworn to grand jury (4):  Vachel Howard, Ruth Williams, Mathew Robinson, Benjamin Williams, Edward Gaither, and Joseph Penn.



Bonds (11):  Vachel Howard, Ruth Williams, 50 l. (discharged).

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Richard Clark

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer

Town:


ANN ARUNDEL

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Benjamin White

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s











Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








