
Homicides of Adults in Maryland, 1757-1762PRIVATE 

Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1757]






CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Joseph Helmer
VICTIM(s):
John Clark

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  9/1757:  Provincial Court.

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1757-9.  Liber B. T. No. 3, v. 43

SE 9/1757 (1-268)


MANSLAUGHTER (1):  Joseph Helmer m. John Clark.  True bill.



No witnesses, bonds, etc. mentioned, & no trial.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Joseph Helmer 
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Clark
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1757, Oct. 3




Ann Arundel Co.
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Richard Nicholson 
VICTIM(s):
John Hopper

Cause of death:  [phys]  “with both his Fists in and upon the Face head and Stomach” of JH.  “several Mortal Bruises” “instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  4/1758:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG of manslaughter.  To be burnt in the brawn of the left thumb with a letter M.  
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1757-9.  Liber B. T. No. 3, v. 43

SE 4/1758 (269-526)


MURDER (269):  Richard Nicholson, true bill

293-4:  RN of Ann Arundel Co., planter – malice forethought – 10/3/1757 at Ann Arundel Co. a. John Hopper – “with both his Fists in and upon the Face head and Stomach” of JH.  “several Mortal Bruises” “instantly died.”  True bill.  Witnesses:  Elizabeth Nicholson, John Nicholson, Aaron Rawlings, Richard Disney, John Short, Joseph Brewer, Margaret Hunter, and Jane Hunter.  pNG.  fG of manslaughter.  To be burnt in the brawn of the left thumb with a letter M.  Ordered to give security for the fees of several officers – Zachariah Jacobs, Hugh Jones, and John Nicholson of Ann Arundel Co., securities.

Sworn to grand jury (270-1):  Samuel Chapman, Elizabeth Nicholson, John Nicholson, Aaron Rawlings, Richard Disney, John Short, Joseph Brewer, Margaret Hunter, and Jane Hunter vs. RN

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  463n227

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Richard Nicholson 
Ethnicity:

[Scots]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


ANN ARUNDEL
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Hopper
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


 [1759]






CT
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Mathew Dugan [Duigan]
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  9/1759:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1759-60.  Liber B. T. No. 5 v. 44

SE 9/1759 (207-498)


MURDER (207):  Mathew Dugan [Duigan], Billa Vera

Sworn to Grand Jury 208:  Biddingfield Hands, Esq., & George Garnett agst. MD.  217:  Sarah Milward and John Tuckwell.

Attendance 208:  Sarah Milsard & John Tuckwell:  2 days at court & 6 days travel:  256 l.t. each.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Mathew Dugan [Duigan]
Ethnicity:

[Irish]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1759, Aug. 24




BALTIMORE
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
George Street 
VICTIM(s):
Humphry Sims

Cause of death:  [phys]  did “throw into the Waters of Patapsco River” “suffocated and drowned” “Instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  9/1759:  Provincial Court
Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  Appeal:  “the Indictment aforesaid is not sufficient in Law for the Court to proceed to Judgment.”  Court’s decision:  “the Judgment aforesaid is not sufficient in Law for the Court here to proceed to Judgment on the Verdict and Premises aforesaid.  It is therefore considered by the same Court that the said George Street of and from the Judgment and premises aforesaid go thereof without day [sic] and so forth.”

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1759-60.  Liber B. T. No. 5 v. 44

SE 9/1759 (207-498)


MURDER (207):  George Street, Billa Vera

213-15:  GS of Baltimore Co., mariner – malice aforethought – 8/24/1759 at Baltimore Co. m. Humphry Sims – with his hands – did “throw into the Waters of Patapsco River” “suffocated and drowned” “Instantly died.”  Witnesses:  Basil Smith, Jonathan Smith.  pNG.  fG.  Appeal:  “the Indictment aforesaid is not sufficient in Law for the Court to proceed to Judgment.”  Court’s decision:  “the Judgment aforesaid is not sufficient in Law for the Court here to proceed to Judgment on the Verdict and Premises aforesaid.  It is therefore considered by the same Court that the said George Street of and from the Judgment and premises aforesaid go thereof without day [sic] and so forth.”

215:  Attendance: Basil Smith & John Smith agst. GS:  1 day at trial & 4 days travel:  160 l.t. each.

216:  Basil Smith (Nathaniel Rumney of Ann Arundel Co., surety):  bond to appear to testify against GS.  50 l.  Discharged.

217:  Sworn to grand jury agst. GS:  Basil Smith, John Smith
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  302n217

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

George Street
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

mariner
Town:


BALTIMORE
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Humphry Sims
Ethnicity:

[Scots]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1759, Sept. 4




QUEEN ANNE
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John Bourke
VICTIM(s):
Hannah Bourke (his wife)

Cause of death:  [blunt]  “wooden Club” – 18” long, 2” wide – “upon the Right Side of the Head . . . one mortal wound” 3” long & 2” deep- “instantly died.” 

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  9/1759:  Provincial Court
Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang in Queen Anne’s Co.

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1759-60.  Liber B. T. No. 5 v. 44

SE 9/1759 (207-498)


MURDER (207):  John Bourke, Billa Vera

212-13:  JB of Queen Ann’s Co., planter, malice aforethought, 9/4/1759 at Queen Anne’s Co.:  on Hannah Bourke (his wife) – “wooden Club” – 18” long, 2” wide – “upon the Right Side of the Head . . . one mortal wound” 3” long & 2” deep- “instantly died.”  Witnesses:  Thomas Barnett, Joseph Deford, James Ewings, Richard Reynolds, William Bourke.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang in Queen Anne’s Co.

213:  Attendance:  Thomas Barnett, Joseph Deford, James Ewings [sp?], Richard Reynolds, William Bourke:  3 days in court, 6 days travel:  288 l.t. each.

217:  Sworn to grand jury:  Thomas Barnett, Joseph Deford, John Ewen, Richard Reynolds, Mary Reynolds, William Bourke

Newspapers:
Other sources:  

Commission Records, 1726-86: 139

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provincial Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  460n211

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Bourke
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Hannah
Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


QUEEN ANNE
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Hannah Bourke
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. John
Children:



Occupation:

plantation mistress
Town:


QUEEN ANNE
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1760]




CHA

INQ

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  ___ m. Joseph Grant


Weapon:  whip


Circumstances:  beaten by master


Inquest:  found “fresh marks of Violence such as Several Stripes on his back & hands and one of his thighs and one Strip on his face.”  Cause of death:  the beatings from his master and “weakness.”  No evidence that the master “had any Intention of killing” him, so not charged with murder.


Indictment?  no


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Charles County Court. Court Records (C658), Maryland State Archives.  Libs. I3, fols. 537, 541, T3, fols. 590, 593, W3, fols. 94, 601.  Charles County Register of Wills. Wills (C681), Maryland State Archives.  Lib. AC4, fols. 230-3. 

Lee, Jean B. (1994) The Price of Nationhood: The American Revolution in Charles County. New York: W. W. Norton: 67.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

master [planter]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Joseph Grant

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

indentured servant

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1760, Feb. 28




BALTIMORE
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Henry Rutter
VICTIM(s):
Thomas Roberts

Cause of death:  [handgun]  With a handgun “charged with Gunpowder and Leaden Shott . . . had and held for the preservation and Defence of his Life.”  Shot TR in the left side of the belly – 1 mortal wound, 2” wide & 6” deep.  “Instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   self-defense:  TR made an assault on HR.  HR “fled” into the house of Jacob Leaff, from which “without manifest danger of his Life could not Escape.”  So HR shot TR.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  homicide

Term of court:  4/1760:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pG.  Discharged on paying fees.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1759-60.  Liber B. T. No. 5 v. 44

SE 4/1760 (499-804)


HOMICIDE (499):  Henry Rutter (son of Richard):  tb.

521-2:  Thomas Roberts of Baltimore Co., mariner, on 2/28/1760 at Baltimore Co.. made an assault on Henry Rutter (son of Richard) of Baltimore Co., planter.  HR “fled” into the house of Jacob Leaff, from which “without manifest danger of his Life could not Escape.”  With a handgun “charged with Gunpowder and Leaden Shott . . . had and held for the preservation and Defence of his Life.”  Shot TR in the left side of the belly – 1 mortal wound, 2” wide & 6” deep.  “Instantly died.”  Witnesses:  William Row, Isaac Israel.  Tb.  pG.  Discharged on paying fees ( Jacob Leafe of Baltimore Co., planter, his surety).

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  466n237.
Census:  
Genealogy:  


Henry Rutter (son of Richard)
Suspect:  

Henry Rutter
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


Baltimore Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Thomas Roberts
Ethnicity:

[Welsh]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

mariner
Town:


Baltimore Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1760, Mar. 31




BALTIMORE
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  1

SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Lancaster
VICTIM(s):
Christopher Maccune

Cause of death:  [blunt]  “Wooden Club” on “the upper Part of the Head,” 1 mortal wound, 3” wide, 1” deep.  Died on 4/1.  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  4/1760:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1759-60.  Liber B. T. No. 5 v. 44

SE 4/1760 (499-804)


MANSLAUGHTER (499):  Thomas Lancaster:  tb.

522-3:  TL of Baltimore Co., planter, 3/31/1760 at Baltimore Co. a. Christopher Maccune – “feloniously and in the fury of his Mind” – “Wooden Club” on “the upper Part of the Head,” 1 mortal wound, 3” wide, 1” deep.  Died on 4/1.  “feloniously and in the fury of his mind did Kill and Slay.”  Witnesses:  Bartholomew Cruse, John Walker.  Tb.  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged on paying fees (Rev. Alexander Landrum of Baltimore Co., security).

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  463n226

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Thomas Lancaster 
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


Baltimore Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Christopher Maccune
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1760, Aug. 16




Ann Arundel Co.
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
William Rodwell 
VICTIM(s):
Jonas Dawson

Cause of death:  [phys]  “with both the Hands . . . in and upon the left Breast”  “striking and beating” several mortal bruises.  “instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  9/1760:  Provincial Court.

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  Feloniously “kill and slay.”  “prays the Benefit of the Clergy.”  To be burnt in brawn of left thumb with an M.  Then discharged paying fees.
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1759-60.  Liber B. T. No. 5 v. 44

SE 9/1760 (805-901)


MANSLAUGHTER (805):  William Rodwell.  Tb.

818-20:  WR of Ann Arundel Co., laborer, 8/16/1760 a. Jonas Dawson – “with both the Hands . . . in and upon the left Breast”  “striking and beating” several mortal bruises.  “instantly died.”  Tb.  Witnesses:  John Gray, Walter Little.  pNG.  fG.  Feloniously “kill and slay.”  “prays the Benefit of the Clergy.”  To be burnt in brawn of left thumb with an M.  Then discharged paying fees (John Rodwell & Noah Robinson of Ann Arundel co., planters, sureties).

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  300n212

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Rodwell 
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Ann Arundel Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Jonas Dawson
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1761]






CT
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Govane
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  bnf for murder [presented, but not indicted]

Term of court:  4/1761:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1760-1.  Liber D. D. No. 1, v. 45

SE 4/1761 (183-471)


MURDER (183):  George Govane.  Presentment.  [no indictment noted]

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

George Govane
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1761, Apr. 7




St. Mary's

P


NOTE:  copied to child homicide file

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM / SUI

Rela:    HHLD MISTRESS, CHILD (MISTRESS'S SON), and SLAVE

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

HOM:  a male slave m. a female slave, Mrs. John Booth (his mistress), and ___ Booth (his mistress's son) [and aik on a male slave child]


Weapon:  [sharp] maul, axe


Circumstances:  at plantation


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:
#319:  CG, 5/16/1761:  HOM in MD:  dtl Annapolis, 4/16:  Th, 4/7, at Plantation of Mr. John Booth, St. Mary's Co.  JB had but just left Home to settle accounts with the sheriff, when a negro man whom he had bought last summer attacked a negro wench, beat her head "to Pieces with a Maul, and would have killed a Negro Boy, but he saved himself by running; when he had kill'd the Negro Woman, he went into the House, and Murder'd his Mistress, beating her Head to Pieces, and with an Ax split the Head of a little Boy" (3), his master's son, as he lay sleeping in bed.  "He immediately went away, and is supposed to have put an End to his own wretched Life.  Mrs. Booth, and the Negro Wench were both advanced in their Pregnancy."

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Booth

Town:


St. Mary's

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Booth

Town:


St. Mary's

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___ Booth

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. John Booth

Children:

at least one

Occupation:

plantation mistress

Town:


St. Mary's

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

___ Booth

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


3

Literate:

n

Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


St. Mary's

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 4:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:

s
Children:

n
Occupation:

slave of John Booth

Town:


St. Mary's

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1761, Aug. 1




Prince George’s County
CT

NOTE:  should the victim be classified as a child or as an adult?   Chose adult.

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER
Motive:  
[ABUSE / DISCIPLINE]
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Samuel Pottenger
VICTIM(s):
“a Negro Boy called Nate [sp?]”

Cause of death:  [blunt]  hit him in the left eye with a wooden club, 2” wide, 1” deep, “instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  9/1763:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1763.  Liber D. D. No. 4, v. 48

SE 9/1763 (132-530)

MURDER (146-7):  Samuel Pottenger of Prince George’s County, planter, malice aforethought, 8/1/1761 at Prince George’s County a. “a Negro Boy called Nate [sp?], a slave of him,” hit him in the left eye with a wooden club, 2” wide, 1” deep, “instantly died.”  Witnesses:  Rachel McC____, Mary Cooke, Benjamin Cooke, Benjamin Ray, John Pottenger, J___ Pottenger, William Brachaus [sp?].  True Bill.  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged on paying fees (Henry Childs of Ann Arundel Co., planter, surety).

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Samuel Pottenger 
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


Prince George’s County
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Nate [sp?]
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


[adult?]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of SP
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1762, Mar. 30




Ann Arundel Co.
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK [NONDOM or HHLD]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Coffee 
VICTIM(s):
Alexander Elder

Cause of death:  [blunt]  “on the Ground then and there did throw” – and while AE was on ground, C hit him on the right side of the neck with a wooden log.  “instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  4/1762:  Provincial Court
Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang in Ann Arundel Co.  Valued at 45 l. 

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1761-2.  Liber D. D. No. 2, v. 46

SE 4/1762 (  - 333)


MURDER (97-8):  Negro Coffee.  Tb.

Negroe Coffee of Ann Arundel Co., laborer [a slave], malice aforethought, 3/30/1762 at Ann Arundel Co. a. Alexander Elder – “on the Ground then and there did throw” – and while AE was on ground, C hit him on the right side of the neck with a wooden log.  “instantly died.”  Witnesses:  Henry Griffith, Olandas [sp?] Griffith, Henry Hall.  Tb.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang in Ann Arundel Co.  Valued at 45 l. 

Newspapers:
Other sources:  

Archives of Maryland 32: 36.  The death warrant.

Ellefson, Clinton Ashley (1963) The County Courts and the Provinical Court in Maryland, 1733-1763. Ph.D. thesis: University of Maryland:  462n219

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Coffee
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:


Ann Arundel Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Alexander Elder
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1762, Apr.




Fredericktown, FRE

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unknown person m. Uriah Wirt


Weapon:  pistol shot to shoulder.  d. 2 hrs.


Circumstances:  Man on horseback stopped UW & his son on the road south of Frederick Town.  Demanded their money, “and almost at the same Instant, fired his Pistol at the old Man, thee Bullet went in at his shoulder . . . of which he died in about Two Hours.”


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Rice, James Douglas (1994) Crime and Punishment in Frederick County and Maryland, 1748-1837: A Study in Culture, Society, and Law. Ph.D dissertation: University of Maryland at College Park: 115.
Newspaper:  


Maryland Gazette, 4/22/1762: 3.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Uriah Wirt

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1762]






CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Michael Peck [sp?]
VICTIM(s):
Gerry [George?] Fox [sp?]

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  9/1762:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1761-2.  Liber D. D. No. 2, v. 46

SE 9/1762 (334-551)

MURDER (334-5):  Michael Peck [sp?] for murder of Gerry [George?] Fox [sp?].  Presentment & indictment.  No trial this term.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Michael Peck [sp?]
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Gerry [George?] Fox [sp?]
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1762, Sept. 1




Baltimore Co.
CT
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John Adams alias Aggleson
VICTIM(s):
John Allen

Cause of death:  [sharp]  with an axe – to the left side of the head.  1 mortal wound 2” wide & 2” deep.  “instantly died.”  

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  9/1762:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1761-2.  Liber D. D. No. 2, v. 46

SE 9/1762 (334-551)

MURDER (334-5):  John Adams alias Aggleson for murder of John Allen.  Presentment & indictment.

369-70:  JA of Baltimore Co., laborer, malice aforethought, 9/1/1762 at Baltimore Co. a. John Allen – with an axe – to the left side of the head.  1 mortal wound 2” wide & 2” deep.  “instantly died.”  Witnesses:  Joseph Roberts, Mary Roberts, Elizabeth Wood [or Ward].  Tb.  pNG.  fNG.  Discharged.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Adams alias Aggleson
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

laborer
Town:


Baltimore Co.
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Allen
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1762]






CT
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Lee, Jr.
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  9/1763:  Provincial Court

Court proceedings:  con’t
Legal records:  
Provincial Court Judgments, 1763.  Liber D. D. No. 4, v. 48

SE 9/1763 (132-530)


MANSLAUGHTER (132):  James Lee, Jr..  Tb.

138:  Sworn to grand jury:  Henry Cuddy & Joseph Brownly & Corbin Lee agst. James Lee, Jr.


138:  Summons to Corbin Lee & William Jones to testify against JL

151-2:  Bond:  James Lee, Jr., 100 l. to appear at the April term, 1764, of the provincial court (Samuel Lee and Bernard Presto, surties).  //  As witnesses against James Lee, Jr.:  Joseph Brownly, 100 l. to appear; Henry Cuddy (Joseph Brownly, surety), 50 l. to appear.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

James Lee, Jr.
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








