
Homicides of Adults in New Hampshire, 1775-1797PRIVATE 

Gaps

Cheshire Co.:  gap b/w 9/1774t & 10/1778t.  3.5 years

Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Legal records:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1775, June 26  




Hudson, HIL

CT






(Nottingham West)

INQ

HIST


DATE:  6/25 in town history

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD GUARDIAN'S SON by TOWN PAUPER

Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Day of week:
M

Holiday?



Days to death:  0


HOM:  Rowland Rideout m. Samuel Davis [aka Ensign Nathaniel Davis]


Weapon:  axe


Circumstances:  one blow to the back of the head.  inst.  "insane":  Davis was building a water hedge at the shore of the Merrimack river, on the line between his father's land and Cummings' farm, 60 rods north of Taylor's Falls bridge.  RR was probably assisting in the work at the time of the murder.


Inquest:  i.d. 6/27/1775.  Verdict:  axe blow from RR.


Indictment:  murder

Term:  9/1776


Court proceedings:   pNG  fNG

Source:  

Hil. Co. SCJ, 1:  94-95.


Webster, History of Hudson, 389

Newspaper:  

Genealogy:

Libby, nothing.


RR:  a town charge.  3/6/1775, the town voted N. Davis 4s. per week to keep Roland Rideout.  In 1779, the voted 30 l. 3s. to remove RR to Wilton.

Accused:  

Rowland Rideout

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

town charge; farm laborer

Town:


Hudson

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Davis

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


18

Literate:




Marital Status:

[s]

Children:

[no]

Occupation:

yeoman  [farm laborer for his parents]

Town:


Hudson  (lived on his father's farm)

Birthplace:

b. Hudson

1775, Dec. 25  




Chester, ROC

CT

INQ

HIST

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Day of week:
M

Holiday?
Christmas

Days to death:  38


HOM:  John Patten m. Thomas Sherley


Weapon:  scythe


Circumstances:  hit in the head with the heel of a scythe at Capt. Underhill's tavern.  d. 2/1/1776 at Londonderry.


Inquest:  i.d. 2/1/1776, Samuel Allison, cor.  Verdict:  death caused by scythe wound to the skull.


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  9/1776t:  ind. for murder.  pNG  fG of mansl.  pled benefit of clergy.  burned on left hand with letter "T"

Source:  
Roc. Co. SCJ, H:  277-8

Roc. CO. CF:  A:  3730


Benjamin Chase, History of Old Chester From 1719 to 1869 (Auburn, 1869), 590-1.  "He and Patten met at Capt. Underhill's tavern and had some altercation.  Patten had an old scythe in his hand which he was carrying to a blacksmith, and probably without any intention of inflicting any serious injury, struck Shirley with the tang of the scythe, making a wound in his head.  The wound was not considered serious at first. . . .  Shirley went to Londonderry, to Dr. Wood, for treatment, and died there . . . ."  MP was convicted of mansl. & sentenced to be branded.  "He had a surgeon in attendance to apply some remedy, but it was so slightly done that he thought his services needless."

Testimony:

John Underhill [signed]:  "he see a Difference Betwen Thomas Sharlo and John Patton at his house who saith that the 25 of Decmr that the said Sherlo and said Patton had a Differance Betwen them and the said Sharloe struck said Patton with a stick about the bignes of an ox goad then said Sharlo and Patton got up to there feet and I see the said Sharlo stoven or fall Down Upon the flour and then I said to Patton you have killed the man then said Sherlo got up to his feet and said to Patton you are a murding fellow then patton said to Sharlo it is no matter if you have lost some of your Bad Blood as well as your Bad temper said the said Patton said Before he went away that he was sorrey that he struck him the said Sharlo."

Genealogy:

Libby, nothing.


Benjamin Chase, History of Old Chester From 1719 to 1869 (Auburn, 1869).  



124:  in 1771, John Patten and others (including Thomas Sharley & several others Sharleys) petitioned for the creation of a new Presbyterian parish called "Long Meadows."  Wished to estab. their own church, hire a minister, etc.  126:  in 1773, TS signs another petition to that effect.



130:  in 1775, both may have been appted. members of the town's Committee of Safety to support the Revol.  [can't tell if Deacon TS or TS was on the committee]


John Carroll Chase, History of Chester, New Hampshire (Derry, 1926).


John Patten:  BC:  pp. 573-4, 622 [2nd child of Deacon Robert Patten, who came from Edinburgh (or Boston) in 1724].  JP:  (b. in Boston in late 1720s, after 1725; m. in 1753 to Jean Karr, & remarried after her death, & had 7 children.  He d. 3/3/1812).  BC, p. 253 (town constable in 1772, warned 16 persons out of Long Meadows parish); BC, p. 277 (on the payroll of Capt. Stephen Dearborn's company, Thomas Stickney's regiment, in Gen. Stark's brigade, & joined Northern Continental Army, 7/19 - 9/18/1777).  JCC, p. 94:  church warden, 1768.  JCC p. 96:  collector of tithes for the support of the Presbyterian church, 1757 & 1772.  


Thomas Sherley:  BC, 590-1 & JCC, p. 419:  son of James Shirley, Sr. (who was b. Ireland, Scots by ethnicity) Thomas and his half-brothers (John, & Capt. James) migrated with their father from Ireland to Chester in the 1720s.  TS had 5 sons & 1 daught. (the 2nd oldest b. circa 1740).  BC p. 283:  taught school in 1759.



JCC, p. 248 (in 1750, Thomas Sherley sells James Wilson part of a sawmill, called "Nutt's mill standing on Cohas Brook," now in Auburn).


NOTE:  Deacon Thomas Sherley (b. 1728, d. 1808):  JCC, p. 161 (grandfather of James Sherley.  JS b. Goffstown, 1794; grad. Dartmouth College, 1818; teacher & lawyer).  BC, p. 589:  son of John Shirley [one of James Shirley's 3 sons who migrated with him to Chester in the 1720s].

Accused:  

John Patten

Ethnicity:

Scots

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[48]

Literate:

yes

Marital Status:  
m

Children:

7 ch.

Occupation:

yeoman  [farmer; owned the family homestead]

Town:


Chester

Birthplace:

b. Boston, Mass.

Religion:

Presbyterian

Organizations:

Comm. of Safety; Revol. War soldier

Victim:  

Thomas Sherley

Ethnicity:

Scots-Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[62]

Literate:

yes

Marital Status:

m

Children:

5 s. & 1 d.

Occupation:

yeoman
[farmer]

Town:


Chester

Birthplace:

b. Ireland

Religion:


Presbyterian

Organizations:

possibly on the Comm. of Safety

1779, Sept. 7  





Portsmouth, ROC

CT

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / IO

Rela:    POLITICAL OFFICER  by DESERTER
Motive:  RESISTING ARREST

Intox?:  

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  John Howe m. Nehemiah Rowell


Weapon:  bayonet


Circumstances:  "smite & stab with a Bayonet" to the breast.  d. 4 hours.  NR "an Officer belonging to a company commanded by Col. Samuel Sherburne in endeavoring to secure John How who had quitted his Ranks in said company."  Nearly opposite the house of NSG [?] in Portsmouth, JH "turned upon" NR & thrust the bayonet into him, killing him.  [road]


Inquest:  i.d. 9/8/1779, John Fabyan, cor.  at house of Nathaniel Sheafe Griffith.


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  9/1779t:  ind. for murder.  pNG  fG of mansl.  pled benefit of clergy.  Branded with "T" on the hand.

Source:  

Roc. Co. SCJ:  H:  396-7.


Roc. Co. CF:  4258

Newspaper:  

Census:  

1776C:  Nehemiah Rowell of Portsmouth (p. 113), signed Assoc. Test.  //  no John Howe [a George Howe, p. 117, signed, in Ports]


1790C:  John How of Ports [1WM >15, 2WM < 16, 2WF]

Genealogy:
Accused:  

John Howe

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

tailor / militia soldier

Town:


Portsmouth

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Nehemiah Rowell

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

an officer in Col. Samuel Sherburne's company

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1788, Feb. 1  




Campbell's Gore, HIL

CT

INQ

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD WARD by GUARDIAN [SERVANT by MASTER]

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  4


HOM:  Jonathan Swett m. Lois Huntress


Weapon:  hammer


Circumstances:  many blows to the top of the forehead, at the house of JS.  Witnesses:  Assa Dresser, Elijah Green, John Roche, John Roch, Jr., Harvey Bagly [all signed]; Joseph Green [X], Prizale Sticney [X -- her mark].


Inquest:  i.d. 2/11/1788, William Forsaith, cor.


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  5/1788t:  ind. for murder.  pNG  10/1788t:  fNG  

Source:  

Hil. Co. SCJ, 2:  233, 258-9


Hil. Co. CF:  Box 543021:  inquest.

Testimony:

John Roch, Jr.  [1790C:  1, 0, 5]:  "About the last of January I was Choping to Mr. Sweet and he came out with his team to me he told me Louis [Lois] was froze and when I came home to Dinner She Sho'd me her hands and the[y] appair to be froze and She went out Doors.  Mr Sweet told his Wife to go and se[e] to her."


   Query by the foreman:  "Did you se[e] Mr Sweet or his Wife apply any thing to take out the frost.  Answer no."


Prisazle Sticney:  "About the first of November I was at Mr Roches house Mr Sweet came ther[e] and ask if his runaway was there.  I askt him what runaway.  He said Loas.  I said Perhaps She is gon[e] in the woods and the wild Beasts May kill her.  Mr Sweet says if could git a leg or an arm I would be satisfied and farther he said that he would not think it a Sin to kill such a Creature no more than a Sheep."


Henry Bagley:  [1790C:  1, 3, 1]:  "He was at Mr Sweet the Thursday before Loas Hunters Died about noon he came into the house She lay on the bed groaning askt Mrs Sweet what was the Matter with her.  She answered  Loas got a fall and Complaind of her Back and I came back in the evening Loas was Siting on a block in the Corner with her head on her hand.  Mr Sweet to her to lift up her head.  Miss Sweet said Loas was better and had been out of Doars and the Children had got her to sing a Song to them."


Assa [Asa] Dreaser:  [1790C:  1, 2, 6]:  "on Friday Morning of the first of February inst I came to Mr Jonathan Sweets and in a Short time Locas Hunter Departed this life in my Presents and Mr Sweet said that She had a fall on the harth and I saw sumthing in her mouth that seemed to keep her Mouth apart."


Elijah Green:  About the lst of Nov., LH "came into My house and Complained that Jonathan Sweet where She lived had abused her and bate her with a Stick and Shoed sum Scaars on her arm and hand and wisht he would Show her the way to Newington."


John Roach:  [1790C:  Roch:  2, 0, 0]:  about 1st of Nov., Js "came to my house and askt me if his runaway was here and said that Loas was runaway and I Reply'd She Might be gon to the woods and the wild Creaters Might Devour her, Mr Sweet sayd if he could get a leg or an arm he would be satisfied and also askt me if I thought it would be any sin to kill such a Creatur, I said it would.  Mr Sweet reply'd that he would think it no harm more than to kill a sheep if it was not for Lying Vilant hands on her."


Joseph Green:  sometime in Jan. was at Js's house "and heard Mr Sweet that Loies fell in the fier & if his wife had not pulled her out she would been burned - and further said it was a pitey they had not been at the Barn."

Newspaper:  

Census:  

1790C:  Jonah Sweet in Campbell's Gore [3, 2, 3]

   Jonathan Sweet in C's Gore [1, 3, 4]

   all Huntresses in Rockingham Co.

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Jonathan Swett 

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[m]

Children:

[yes]

Occupation:



Town:


Campbell's Gore

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Lois Huntress

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


[adult, or at least late teenage]

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

no

Occupation:

ward and/or servant of Jonathan Swett

Town:


Campbell's Gore

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1788, Feb. 4  





New Durham, STR

CT

HIST

P

TRACT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / M-2

Rela:     TAVERN CUSTOMER by CUSTOMER
Motive:  QUARREL -- THIRD PARTY intervening

Intox?:  both prob. intox.

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Elisha Thomas m. Capt. Peter Brown [Drown]


Weapon:  knife


Circumstances:  Quarrel & fight in a tavern:  rocks, kicking, tripping, etc..  ET & another man were drunk.  Capt. Brown intervened & tried to separate the two men, & was stabbed in the belly by ET between navel & stomach, 4" long & 6" deep.  d. 14 hrs.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  4/1788t:  ind. for murder.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Executed 6/3/1788.  ET expressed his deep regret at what had happened, but was still sentenced to death.  A few days before his execution, ET tried to escape by climbing up the big flue in the chimney, but failed to get free.  Was allowed to attend church on Sundays, under guard, at the First Parish Meeting house.  Large crowd (6,000) at the execution.


NOTE:  one night while ET's wife & their youngest child were travelling to Dover to see ET in prison, their house burned.  All but the oldest of the five children left at home perished in the flames.

Tract:


Ritz 5.01 (2)


The Last Words and Dying Speech of Elisha Thomas (broadside, American Antiquarian Society)

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 174.


Str. Co. SCJ, 1:  432-3.  No suits in v.1 of Sup. or Inf. court records.


John Scales, History of Strafford County, New Hampshire (Chicago, IL:  Richmond-Arnold Pub. Co., 1914), 64-5.

Newspaper:  


Massachusetts Spy, 6/19/1788


Boston Gazette, 2/18/1788:  "A number of persons had assembled at Mr. Randall's tavern, upon business; among others present were, Col. Tash, Capt. Peter Drown, a son of Col. Tash's, and an Elisha Thomas (formerly of Durham, but late a resident in the above tow.)  Thomas had got into a dispute with one of the persons present, and having taken a stone into his fist, was dealing his blows with a great deal of avidity, when Capt. Drown, pained at a sight so inhuman, slipped in between them, and taking Thomas at one side of the room, endeavoured, bu soft words, to cool down his resentment, and to dissuade him from persevering in a conduct so alarming.  But alas, what was the consequence! -- O virtue, where was they shild!  Justice, where was thy arm! -- At this instant, when this good man was acting the part of a mediator, Thomas drew a knife, and plunged it into his breast. -- The wound was mortal. -- Capt. Drown survived it but a few hours, and then expired.  Thus fell, in the cause of humanity, Capt. Drown, in the meridian of his days:  a most amiable and deserving man, esteemed and admired by his acquaintance, revered and respected by his friends.



As soon as Thomas had committed the horrid deed, he put himself in a posture of defence, and threatened instant death to any person who should dare to approach him. -- A son of Col. Tash's endeavoured to seize on him, but receving several wounds, he was obliged to desist.  Thomas made his escape, but was apprehended and committed to the goal in Dover, on Wednesday evening.



Thomas had received several favours from Capt. Drown, was greatly indebted to him for his assiduity in procuring him a pension for the loss of his thumb, while in the late continental army."  //  CJNH, 2/27/1788:  dtl POrts, 2/8:  ditto.


[CC 2/18]  [NHG 4/23] [NHG 5/6:  escape attempt on night of 4/30.  "by the help of some friends, procured a pair of pincers," with which he took off his irons.  Crawled up chimney "as far as he thought prudent, and with the pincers began to pick a hole through large enough to make his escape."  But by the time he broke through it was morning, & he had to give up.

Census:  


1776C:  Elisha Thomas in Newmarket, ROC [p. 102, non-signer, without explanation].  Peter Brown in Temple, HIL [p. 151, signed] -- [[prob. not the right ones]]


1790C:  no Brown or Thomas in New Durham town or gore

Genealogy:


Wentworth:  nothing.

Accused:  

Elisha Thomas

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


42

Literate:




Marital Status:  
married

Children:

6 children

Occupation:

husbandman 

Town:


New Durham

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

Revol. War veteran

Victim:  

Peter Brown

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[40]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

gentleman

Town:


New Durham

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

had been an officer in Revol. army

1790






Barnstead, BEL

P

HIST

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM / SKELETON / SUSPICIOUS

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person m. unk. man


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  road


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  fled

Source:  

Jeremiah P. Jewett, History of Barnstead (Lowell, Mass.:  Marden and Rowell, 1872), 196.  1790:  "A murder is surmised, a stranger is missing, his horse feeds by the way-side near John Drew's barn, but the rider is lost, and never found."


Jeremiah P. Jewett, History of Barnstead (Lowell, Mass.:  Marden and Rowell, 1872), 198.  [NOTE:  on p. 197, the bones are reported as discovered near Centre Barnstead in 1815]


"About the year 1812, while farmers were at work on the highway extending its width, they plowed up a skeleton.  A man had obviously been buried there not long previously by a murderer, who had sought concealment in that thicket by the wayside.


This event caused much excitement, the bones were not re-buried, but were taken to the porch of the Parade Church, and being deposited under its stairs, remained there for indentification for many months.  They served in the mean time as a common bugbear to the people of the neighborhood, impressing them with tragical adventures and bloody deeds. . . .


In the course of a year or two this skeleton was obtained by a lady from abroad whose husband had disappeared mysteriously at about the time of the supposed murder, and who had never returned."

Newspaper:  

DOVER SUN 11/12/1814:  "The bones of a large man, supposed to have been murdered upwards of twenty years ago, were found in Barnstead last week, buried in a very obscure place, with one side of the Cranium fractured and one arm broken.  May the judgment of God follow the guilty! "  Concord Gazette
Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

unk. person

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

unk. person

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


transient (stranger)

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1792






Westmoreland, CHE

P

Class:   do not count

Crime:   FALSE REPORT of HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL / REVENGE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  6 Indian men from Nova Scotia m.  Mr. [Moses?] Brown, who m. 2 of the Indian men Scotia in self-defense before they could murder him.  3 deaths.


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

Rutland Herald, 8/13/1792:  INDIANS:  HOM IN NH:  report from Westmoreland, NH, that 6 Indians fr. Nova Scotia, lurking about that & adjacent towns for some time.  Few days since entered a house & inquired after a Mr. Brown.  Suspected to be relations of Indians who had fallen by hand of Brown 14 years ago during war.  Now seeking revenge.  He was away from home when they inquired after him.  Brown urged to be on guard, but said "That he was enough for a dozen Indians."  Found a few days later dead in his brick yard, with two Indians lying near him.  Others not heard of since.


NHG 10/4/1792:  Mr. Brown declares in an advertisement that he "YET LIVES."  "That there were Indians lurking in the neighbouring woods at the time when the report was current, I believe (he says) is a mtter of truth; and possibly myself may have been their object, but of this we have no certainty:  that they did not deprive me of life, is a positive fact."  BGAZ 10/1.

Census:  


1790C [* = in Cheshire Co., 1800C]:  many Browns in Westmoreland:  Aaron [* 1 2 4], Amos [* 2 4 2], David [* 1 0 1], Ephraim 2nd [* 1 2 1], Joseph [* 4 0 7], Moses [2 1 1], Nehemiah [* 2 5 1], Timothy [* 1 2 2].  [[could be Moses -- but there are so many Browns, & so many names probably being passed down to children, that that is far from certain.]]

Genealogy:

Town History:

History of Westmoreland, NH, 1741-1970 (1976):  nothing in the history or genealogy.  NHStLib.

Accused 1 [& victim]:  ___
Ethnicity:



Race:


Indian

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Nova Scotia

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2 [& victim]:  ___
Ethnicity:



Race:


Indian

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Nova Scotia

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

[Moses] Brown

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

[m]

Children:

[yes, two]

Occupation:



Town:


Westmoreland

[hhld]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1793, Jan. 28  




Lee, STR

P

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  9


HOM:  Joseph Rendall [Randall] & Lemuel Chesley m. Hale Stephens


Weapon:  bite


Circumstances:  JR & LC assaulted HS, & LC bit HS's finger, which became severely infected.  HS died on 2/6/1793.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  4/1793t:  ind. for mansl.  9/1793t:  pNG  fNG


NOTE:  Thomas Rendall [Randall 1790C:  2 3 3] appelant v. Joseph Rendall, dft., both of Lee.  CIVIL.  11/18/1789:  a cow was alledgedly appropriated by JR.  damages & costs assessed to JR.

Source:  

Str. Co. SCJ, 2:  259, 313-314

Newspaper:
NH Sentinel (Keene), 10/2/1793.  fNG.  dtl Dover, 9/14.

Census:  

1790C:  Joseph Randall [2 2 1].  Many Randalls

   Hale Stevens [1 2 3].  Many Stevens.

no Lemuel Chesley, but Joseph [1 2 2], Daniel [2 0 2], & Hannah [1 2 2]

Genealogy:

Wentworth:  nothing

Accused 1:  

Joseph Rendall

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[m]

Children:

[yes, several]

Occupation:

husbandman

hhld

Town:


Lee

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Lemuel Chesley

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

husbandman

no hhld

Town:


Lee

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Hale Stephens

Ethnicity:

[nb English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

[m]

Children:

 [yes, several]

Occupation:

blacksmith

hhld

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1793, Sept. 14  




Brookline, HIL

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM / MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM killed by THIRD-PARTY
Motive:  JUSTIFIED / preventing SEXUAL ASSAULT 
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Mr. ___ [James?] Dicky m. unm man


Weapon:  foot


Circumstances:  the victim was raping a woman.  Mr. Dicky heard the cries of the victim, interfered, threw the rapist on his back & pressed his foot on his chest with such violence that he killed him instantly.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  none  [justified]

Source:  
Newspaper:

Farmer's Museum, 10/4/1793:  dtl Keene, 9/25:  in Raby [Brookline], NH, an attempted rape.  "owing to the shrieks of the unhappy woman," Mr. Dicky ran to her aid, "who immediately thre the perpetrator of this horrid deep upon his back, and putting his foot on his breast, pressed with such violence, as put an immediate period to his existence."  [Keene Sentinel, 9/25/1793:  same article, except that it said the rape was committed.]


Cheshire Journal (Keene):  checked 9/25-10/16/1793.  nothing.

Newspaper:  

Census:  


1790C:  James Dukey [1 3 2] in Raby.  Many Dickeys, all in Hillsboro Co.  [[prob. Scots-Irish]]

Genealogy:

Accused:  

Mr. ___ [James?] Dicky

Ethnicity:

[Scots-Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[m]

Children:

[yes]

Occupation:



Town:


Brookline

[hhld]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  




Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

[m]

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








