
Vermont Gun Casualties, 1783-1824PRIVATE 


Version of December, 2007

The sample worksheets on gun casualties in New Hampshire and Vermont are more preliminary than the sample text file on Vermont homicides.  They consist of cases found in newspapers or in inquests, plus a few cases found in town histories.  More cases from town histories will be added later.  Censuses and genealogies have not yet been consulted.


These preliminary files were constructed to establish a lower estimate for the accidental death rate by firearms in postrevolutionary New Hampshire and Vermont.  They have already been revised slightly from the versions that were used to calculate the preliminary firearms death rate reported in Roth (2002).

1787, [April]




Poultney, RUT

P


DATE:  T last from 5/7

Deceased:  


___ Ashley

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM / MILITIA TRAINING

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:

yes, training day

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  The charge of clay and grass hit victim in the head with "the whole charge."  inst.


Circumstances / position / location:  Musket deeply loaded with powder & wad of clay & grass rammed down so it would make a loud report.  Man tried to fire it, but the muzzle piece was depressed when it went off.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington), 5/7/1787:  CAS GUN in VT:  Poultney, son (young man) of Thomas Ashley, by acc discharge of musket, T last, at the training in that town.  Musket deeply loaded with powder & wad of clay & grass rammed down so it would make a loud report.  Man tried to fire it, but the muzzle piece was depressed when it went off.  Hit A in the head with "the whole charge."  inst.  Ed., "grieved to observe the disorderly behaviour of men at trainings."

Census:  

Genealogy:

victim:  son (young man) of Thomas Ashley

Deceased:

___ Ashley

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Poultney

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1787, Aug.




Bennington, BEN

P

Deceased:  


___ Allen

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN DOM CHILD by CHILD / PLAYING / LOADED GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  pistol.  Hit in left breast.  inst.  


Circumstances / position / location:  daughter (11) of Ichabod Allen of Bennington killed by pistol fired by her brother (6).  Parents absent.  Pistol had been loaded heavily several evenings before by an older brother to shoot an owl.  He laid the pistol of a shelf in the chamber room, where the boy found it.  The boy snapped it and played with it after climbing a chair to get it.  The girl was sitting in a sleigh box by the door, holding an infant in her arms.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington), 9/3/1787:  CAS GUN in VT:  daught (11) of Ichabod Allen of Bennington, by pistol fired by her brother (6).  Parents absent, pistol had been loaded heavy several evenings before by a young man of the family who was intent on shooting an owl.  Laid the pistol of a shelf in the chamber room, where the boy found it.  Snapped & played with it, after climbing a chair to get it.  Girl sitting in a sleigh box by the door, holding an infant in her arms.  Hit in left breast.  inst.  Point blank range.  "A solemn warning this to all parents and guardians of children not to teach them to use, or even so much as to suffer them to play with such weapons before they arrive to years of discretion."  [Connecticut Journal (New Haven), 9/12]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

___ Allen

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


11

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Bennington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1788, May




Halifax, WDH

P


DATE:  T last from 5/12

Deceased:  


John Gnault [Gault]

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM / MILITIA SALUTE

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:

yes, training day

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  Hit in skull.  inst.


Circumstances / position / location:  after Capt. John Gnault had dismissed his company of soldiers, they fired a round to honor him, when a gun improperly elevated went off.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington), 5/12/1788:  CAS GUN in VT:  Halifax, VT, T last, after Capt. John Gnault [Gault?] of that town had dismissed his company of soldiers, they fired a round to honor him, when a gun improperly elevated went off, hit Gnault in skull.  inst.  Valuable officer.  Victim of "mere carelessness and unsoldier like boyish folly"  [Connecticut Journal (New Haven) 6/4]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

John Gnault [Gault]

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Halifax

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

captain of a militia company

1790, Oct. 29




Georgia, FRA

P

Deceased:  


Francis Ferguson

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM / MILITIA SALUTE

Day of week:


Holiday?:

yes, training day

Time of day:
early morning

Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  The whole contents entered his side and broke his third and fourth ribs," d. few hrs.  


Circumstances / position / location:  at the house of a militia officer, while several men fired an honorary salute to the officer.  The third man in the salute accidentally shot the second man.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Gazette (Portsmouth) 1/13/1790:  CAS GUN in VT:  dtl Bennington, 12/7:  on 10/29, at Georgia, VT.  A day appointed for training, early in morning a # of young men went ot the house of one of their officers "to give him a morning gun; the first man fired his piece, the second man missed his fire, which being likely to render their intended salute irregular, the third immediately discharged his piece, when the whole contents entered the side of the second man, which broke his third and fourth ribs," d. few hrs.  Victim:  Francis Ferguson (21).  Left a mother & sister in Albany & a brother in Georgia [VT] "to lament his death."  "Death wilds his dart, and strikes the blow, Alike unfeeling for the high and low."

Census:  

Genealogy:

FF:  a mother and sister in Albany, VT, and a brother in Georgia, VT

Deceased:

Francis Ferguson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


21

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Georgia

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1790, Jan.




Shaftsbury, BEN

P

Deceased:  


John Welch

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM CHILD by CHILD / HUNTING / LOADING GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [3]


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  JW was shot in the body & d. few days later.  EB was shot badly in the hand.


Circumstances / position / location:  a number of small boys were hunting.  One of them, Ebenezer Bottom, was pushing a wad into his gun with his finger at the same time the victim was priming it, when the gun discharged.  


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Connecticut Journal (New Haven), 1/27/1790:  CAS GUN in VT:  dtl Middletown, CT, 1/23:  Shaftsbury, VT, a # of small boys lately hunting there, when one of them, Ebenezer Bottom, was pushing a wad into his gun with his finger at the same time another boy was priming it, discharged.  EB badly wounded in the hand & John Welch, son of Ebenezer Welch of Norwich, shot in the body & d. few days later.  "a melancholy caution to parents not to trust their children with guns till they have discretion to know how to use them."  [New Hampshire Gazette (Portsmouth) 2/10]  Boston Gazette 2/1.

Census:  

Genealogy:

JW:  son of Ebenezer Welch of Norwich

Deceased:

John Welch

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:  
n

Children:

s

Occupation:



Town:


Norwich

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1792, 




Bennington, BEN

INQ

Deceased:  


John Welch

Date of inquest:

i.d. 8/8/1792

Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:

Bennington

Location of inquest:


Class:


certain
Category:

CAS GUN UNK / UNK

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket


Circumstances / position / location:  


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   accidental discharge of a musket


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  

Old Vermont Supreme Court files (Rutland)


3074:  INQUEST:  CAS GUN, 1792


John Welch, accidental discharge of musket, i.d. 8/8/1792. at Bennington.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

John Welch

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1796, Nov.




Timmouth, RUT

P

Deceased:  


___ Spafford

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN DOM [CHILD] by CHILD / PLAYING / LOADED GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [2]


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  The charge hit the victim to inside of his thigh, close to groin.  Made a small hole in front, but tore out the back of thigh.  d. 1 to 2 days later.


Circumstances / position / location:  A boy took down a gun, blew into it, and presumed it was not loaded.  He snapped it at his little sister.  Another boy took the gun and snapped it at his brother, when it went off.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington) 1796:  11/18:  CAS GUN in VT:  in Timmouth, son of Col. Spafford.  A boy took down a gun, blew into it, & presumed it wasn't loaded.  Snapped it at his little sister, another boy took it & snapped it at his brother, when it went off.  Charge to inside of his thigh, close to groin; small hole in front, but tore back of thigh in most frightening manner.  d. 1 or 2 days later.  Brother who shot him distraught, despite consoling words from brother he had wounded.  "May survivors learn to exercise a double proportion of care"

Census:  

Genealogy:

victim:  son of Col. Spafford

Deceased:

___ Spafford

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[child]

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:



Town:


Tinmouth

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1802, May 24




Arlington, BEN

P

Deceased:  


___ Flandy

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN DOM [CHILD] by CHILD / PLAYING / LOADED GUN

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  d. short time after she was hit.


Circumstances / position / location:  a brother and sister were playing by themselves in the chamber.  The brother (11) took up a gun to play with.  It discharged as he set it down and killed his sister.  


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington) 1802:  5/31:  CAS GUN in VT:  Arlington, M 5/24, 2 ch of Jno Flandy, diverting themselves in the chamber; the boy (11), took up a gun to play with.  It discharged as he set it down, killing his sister.  d. short time after she was hit.

Census:  

Genealogy:

victim:  child of Jonathan Flandy

Deceased:

___ Flandy
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


11


Literate:




Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n


Occupation:



Town:


Arlington
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1803, June




Westminster, WDH

P

Deceased:  


___

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


do not count / possibly fatal

Category:

poss CAS GUN SELF / MILITIA TRAINING / BURST GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:

yes, training day

Time of day:


Days to death:  


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  Victim's barrel burst, driving pieces of stock & barrel through his chest. 


Circumstances / position / location:  at the close of exercises


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Farmer's Museum (Walpole, New Hampshire) 6/14/1803:  PCAS GUN in VT:  Westminster, young men at close of exercises "the other day" -- his barrel burst, driving pieces of stock & barrel through his chest.  Despaired of.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Westminster

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1803, June




Springfield, WDS

P

Deceased:  


___

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN [NONDOM] CHILD [by CHILD] / PLAYING / LOADED GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  d. 1 hr.


Circumstances / position / location:  playing with a musket loaded with powder only, no shot.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Farmer's Museum (Walpole, New Hampshire) 6/14/1803:  CAS GUN in VT:  Springfield, 2 boys amusing themselves w/ musket charged only with powder, no lead, went off.  boy d. 1 hr.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


child

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Springfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1804, Oct. 2




Pawlet, RUT

P

Deceased:  


Ephraim Sloan

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM / PLAYING

Day of week:
W

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  4


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  d. on Sat. morning.


Circumstances / position / location:  Several young men met at house of Mr. Aspinwall, where they had been sporting with muskets charged with powder only.  The deceased had fired w/ the rest.  Turner Fitch, having cocked his gun, was about to discharge his gun in the house, but was advised to forebear; he stepped to the door anyway and fired outside.  He did not see the deceased standing outside the door.  Seems the victim stepped into view just as TF fired.  Inquest:  Daniel Sikes testifies that the above account is true & that no animosity existed b/w TF & ES.  


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   accidental.  Inquest:  Ezekiel Harmon, j. p.


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington) 1804, 10/22:  CAS GUN in VT:  communication from Pawlet, 10/8:  Ephraim Sloan (24) d. Sat morning, 10/6, wound to head on 10/2 fr. musket of Turner Fitch.  Several young men met at house of Mr. Aspinwall, where they had been sporting w/ muskets charged w/ powder only.  The deceased had fired w/ the rest.  TF, having cocked his gun, was about to discharge his gun in the house, but was advised to forebear; stepped to the door & fired out.  Didn't see the deceased standing outside the door.  Seems he stepped into view just as TF fired.  Inquest:  Daniel Sikes testifies that the above account is true & that no animosity existed b/w TF & ES.  Hearing before Ezekiel Harmon, j. p.]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

Ephraim Sloan

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


24

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Pawlet

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1808, Dec. 12




Danville, CAL

P

Deceased:  


Nathaniel Morrill

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN SELF / PLAYING

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  The charge hit his right hand and entered into his thigh, down to his heel.  d. 1 hr.


Circumstances / position / location:  Victim was amusing himself with gun, for which he had just been running a ball.  The gun was charged with shot and he had put the ball into it, "for the purpose of trying how it suited."  The ball not coming out readily, so he struck the butt end against a beam overhead.  The gun discharged.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Vermont Gazette (Bennington) 1808:  1/11:  CAS GUN in VT:  in VT?  dtl Danville, 12/30:  evening of 12/12, Nathaniel (18), son Isaac Morrill of Danville, amusing self with gun, for which he had just been running a ball.  Gun charged w/ shot & he had put the ball into it, "for the purpose of trying how it suited."  Ball not coming out readily he struck the but-end agst a beam overhead, charge through his right hand & into thigh, down to his heel.  d. 1 hr.

Census:  

Genealogy:

NM:  son Isaac Morrill

Deceased:

Nathaniel Morrill

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


18

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Danville

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1815, Oct. 




Fairfield, FRA

CT

P

Deceased:

Dr. Norman Barber

Date of inquest: 
i.d. 10/23/1815

Coroner or j.p.:


Town of inquest:


Location of inquest:  

Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM by CHILD / HUNTING squirrels

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket shot to neck by Calvin Wright of Fairfield ("a boy")


Circumstances / position / location:  on squirrel hunt, by careless discharge of gun backwards by a boy lying on his shoulder.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   accidental


Indictment?:  yes, for mansl.  no court action

Legal records:  

Inquest, Franklin Co. Sup Ct. records, 3: 244


no town history at V.H.S.

Newspaper:

Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, New Hampshire) 1815:  12/9:  CAS GUN in VT:  in Vermont, Dr. Norman Barber, on squirrel hunt, by careless discharge of gun backwards by a boy lying on his shoulder.

Census:  


1810C:  Fairfield



Abner Wright (p. 304):  M 10,10,45  F 16,45  Cloth: 80:30



Erastus Wright (p. 299): M 10,10,16,26  F 0,0,0,16,26



Norman Barber (p. 299):  M 16,16,26  F 26,45

Genealogy:
Deceased:

Dr. Norman Barber

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

physician

Town:


Fairfield

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1816, July 4




Hinesburg, CHI

P

Deceased:  


Isaac Hurlbutt

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM / FIRING HOLIDAY SALUTES

Day of week:


Holiday?:

yes, Fourth of July

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  pistol.  inst.


Circumstances / position / location:  at a July 4th celebration in Hinesburg, fired salutes with pistols.  No problem at the time, but later, as company about to retire, one of the pistols, held by Isaac Odle of Ferrisburg,  accidentally discharged.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, New Hampshire) 1816:  7/20:  CAS GUN in VT:  July 4th celebration in Hinesburg, fired salutes with pistols.  No problem at the time, but later, as company about to retire, one of the pistols, held by Isaac Odle of Ferrisburg,  accidentally discharged.  Isaac Hurlbutt killed inst.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

Isaac Hurlbutt

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Hinesbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1819, Feb.




Castleton, RUT

P

Deceased:  


Hiram Cheney

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN DOM / UNK / LOADED GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


Weapon / means / injuries:  gun [prob. musket]


Circumstances / position / location:  loaded gun in hands of his son


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Patriot (Concord) 1819:  2/16:  CAS GUN in VT:  Castleton, by loaded gun in hands of his son, Hiram Cheney.  [Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, New Hampshire)ab, 2/14]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

Hiram Cheney

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:

yes, at least one son

Occupation:

Castleton

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1820, May




Athens, WDH

P

Deceased:  


Asa Davis

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN UNK / UNK

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


Weapon / means / injuries:  gun


Circumstances / position / location:  accidental discharge


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Patriot (Concord) 1820:  5/23:  CAS GUN in VT:  Athens, VT, Asa Davis (22) acc discharged of gun.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

Asa Davis

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


22

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Athens

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1820, Nov.




Montpelier, WAS

P

Deceased:  


Thomas Davis

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN CHILD by SELF / HUNTING

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  struck in his bowels. d. 12 hrs.


Circumstances / position / location:  A hunting match had been formed by the lads of the village.  They had enjoyed the sport but a short time, when TD's gun, as he drew it through a fence, went off.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Patriot (Concord) 1820:  11/21:  CAS/GUN in VT:  Montpelier, VT, Master Thos Davis (15).  Hunting match had been formed by lads of village.  Enjoyed the sport but a short time, when, trying to draw his gun through a fence, it went off, in his bowels.  d. 12 hrs in great distress.  [Farmer's Cabinet (Amherst, New Hampshire) 11/25]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Deceased:

Thomas Davis

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


15

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Montpelier

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1821, Dec. 23




Thetford, ORA

P

Deceased:  


Benjamin Chamberlain

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN DOM CHILD / PLAYING / LOADED GUN

Day of week:
Th

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  Discharged into his bowels, k. inst.


Circumstances / position / location:  John (9) & Benjamin (7) Chamberlain were playing with a loaded musket while their was mother absent.  Benj seized the muzzle.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Patriot (Concord) 1821, 1/25:  CAS/GUN in VT:  Th, 12/23, John (9) & Benj (7) Chamberlain, sons of widow Eliz. of Thetford, VT, playing w/ loaded musket while mother absent.  Benj seized muzzle, discharged into his bowels, k. inst.


Strafford Register (Dover, New Hampshire) 4/17/1821:  CAS GUN in VT:  Benj. Chamberlain (7), discharged of loaded gun that he & his brother were playing with.


Rutland Herald (Vermont) 5/1/1821:  CAS GUN in VT:  ORA:  in Theftford, Benjamin Chamberlain (7), acc. discharge of a loaded gun which he & his brother "were playing with!"

Census:  

Genealogy:

John (9) & Benj (7) Chamberlain:  sons of widow Elizabeth Chamberlain

Deceased:

Benjamin Chamberlain

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


7

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Thetford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1822, April 1




Putney, WDH

P

Deceased:  


Mary Minvera Lovell

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM CHILD / PLAYING / LOADED GUN

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  2


Weapon / means / injuries:  gun.  The charge entered her hip.  d. 48 hrs.  


Circumstances / position / location:  shot by young man who snapped a gun presented towards her, not thinking it loaded.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Patriot (Concord) 1822, 4/22:  CAS GUN in VT:  WDH:  Putney, VT, shot by young man who snapped a gun presented towards her, not thinking it loaded, Mary Minvera Lovell (11), daught Capt Frink Lovell.  Entered hip; d. 48 hrs.  Rutland Herald (Vermont) 4/24/1822:  "sprightly child".  d. on 4/3.  "uncommon fortitude during her suffering."  Said, when amputation was proposed, "Dear mother, I shall live my appointed time, and do let me go all together."  VT INTELLIGENCER

Census:  

Genealogy:

MML:  daughter of Captain and Mrs. Frink Lovell

Deceased:

Mary Minvera Lovell

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


11

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Putney

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1822, Oct.




Wells, RUT

P

Deceased:  


Wells Francis

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM CHILD / HUNTING

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  The whole contents entered the abdomen of the victim.  d. soon after.  


Circumstances / position / location:  the gun of one of the company would not fire, when another lad stepped up and said, he would make it go off.  He placed his own gun which was loaded and primed, close to the pan of the other, and snapped it, not thinking, probably, that his own gun was loaded.  It however went off with the other.  The victim was standing in a crowd when hit.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

Rutland Herald (Vermont) 10/28/1822:  CAS GUN in VT:  RUT:  Wells, a son (10) of Jared Francis, Esq. of Wells.  Another person "suddenly sent into eternity, by the misuse of firearms.  There had been . . . some amusement amongst the young lads in hunting, and the gun of one of the company would not fire, when another lad stepped up and said, he would make it go off.  He placed his own gun which was loaded and primed, close to the pan of the other, and snapped it, not thinking, probablyh, that his own gun was loaded.  It however went off with the other, and the whole contents entered the abdomen of the promising young lad . . . who was standing in a crowd."  d. soon after.  His father, a member of the legislature, was absent attending the session at the time.

Census:  

Genealogy:

WR:  a son of Jared Francis, Esq. of Wells.  

Deceased:

Wells Francis

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


10

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Wells

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1823, Nov. 15 




Bennington, BEN

P

Deceased:  


Lewis K. Upham

Date of inquest:



Coroner or j.p.:



Town of inquest:



Location of inquest:


Class:


probable
Category:

CAS GUN NONDOM / HUNTING

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


Weapon / means / injuries:  musket.  The ball passed through his body.  d. 30 or 40 minutes after he was shot.  


Circumstances / position / location:  with a small hunting party on Green Mountain, east of Bennington Village, on 11/15.  Shot accidently by a friend.


Summons:  


Verdict / cause of death:   Inquest:  accidental discharge of a gun.  


Indictment?:  

Legal records:  
Newspaper:

New Hampshire Patriot (Concord) 1823, 12/1:  CAS GUN in VT:  BEN:  Bennington, VT, Lewis K Upham (28) by acc discharge of gun while on hunting party.  [Rutland Herald (Vermont) 12/2/1823].  fr. Bennington GAZETTE.  with a small hunting party on Green Mountain, east of Bennington Village, on 11/15.  Testimony:  Mr. Upham d. 30 or 40 minutes after he was shot.  Ball passed through his body.  Told his friend who shot him:  "You have killed me; you are not to blame; it is an accident; don't let it trouble you."  "He spoke of his family, but conversed very little" before he died.  Inquest:  acc. disch. of gun.  w & several ch.; his parents' only son.

Census:  

Genealogy:

LKU:  his parents' only son

Deceased:

Lewis K. Upham

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


28

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:

several ch

Occupation:



Town:


Bennington

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



