
Homicides and Suspicious Deaths of Adults in Vermont, 1749-1774PRIVATE 

Class of death:   

Class of crime:   


Relationship:    


Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1755]




Williamstown, ORA

HIST

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   poss HOM or WAR (from tradition)

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  GENOCIDE / ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
English hunters from Charlestown, NH

VICTIM(s):
6 Indian hunters


SUSPECT(s):
an Indian hunter

VICTIM(s):  1 English hunter from Charlestown, NH


Weapon:  guns, knives, hatchets


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  none

Legal records:  

Newspaper:  

Other sources:  

Abby Maria Hemenway, Vermont Historical Gazetteer (Burlington: A. M. Hemenway, 1871), 2: 1140.


Williamstown:  HOMICIDE:  From tradition.  A hunting party of 7 Indians, returning from a hunting expedition, were persuaded to stay overnight at the lodge of several white hunters from Charlestown, NH, 1 mi. below where the village now stands.  6 of the Indians were murdered (the 7th having failed to come into the camp) & their furs were stolen.  "For many years afterwards individual Indians were seen lurking in the vicinity of these hunters, and, at last, the body of one was found in an old well, where it was supposed it had been thrust by the surviving Indian who had thus satisfied his revenge for his murdered comrades."


NOTE:  Saunderson (1876) History of Charlestown, NH, pp. 1-120 has been read:  nothing on this or any other homicides.  Only war deaths, 1746-8 and 1754-60.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  
English hunters from Charlestown, NH / Indian hunters [probably Abenaki or St. Francis Indians]

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  
6 Indian hunters  [probably Abenaki or St. Francis Indians] / 1 English hunter from Charlestown, NH

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1755]




Newbury, ORA

HIST

Class:   uncertain

Crime:  poss HOM or WAR (from tradition) / uncertain in the tradition whether the man was murdered or killed in an act of war

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
unknown person

VICTIM(s):
an English officer


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal records:  

Newspaper:  

Other sources:  

Frederic P. Wells, History of Newbury, Vermont (St. Johnsbury: Caledonian Co., 1902), 44:  "Mr. Perry has also handed down the legend that an English officer was once murdered upon a rock by the river just above the outlet of Harriman's brook."  [The story is told in the context of the 1750s and of the French and Indian War.]

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


unknown

Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

officer in the British army

Town:




Birthplace:

England

Religion:




Organizations:



[1755]




Brookfield, ORA

HIST


UNCERTAIN:  the provenance of the story.  Count if more specifics are available.

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   HOM de-facto LYNCHING (from tradition)

Rela:    NONDOM of a SPY/TRAITOR by SETTLERS

Motive:  POLITICAL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


SUSPECT(s):
a posse of English settlers

VICTIM(s):
___ Ayer

Weapon:  hanged


Circumstances:  allegedly hanged for treason at Ayer's Brook, in sw part of Brookfield


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal records:  

Newspaper:  

Other sources:  

Abby Maria Hemenway, Vermont Historical Gazetteer (Burlington:  A. M. Hemenway, 1871), 2:  854-5:  Oral tradition:  "During the French and Indian war, it is supposed, a man named Ayer, who had before run away from New England, became, through the violence of his hatred of the settlers of Vermont, a guide to the French and Indians in their predatory excursions in this part of the country.  He was, at last, pursued and overtaken by a party of English, in the valley of this stream [Ayer's Brook].  After a short trial by an extemporized court-martial, his captors proceeded to execute him, after the manner of hanging dogs at the present day--by tying a rope to his neck, making the other end fast to a tree, bent down for the purpose, and then suffering the tree to return to its natural position.  This is supposed to have occurred near the site of the saw-mill owned, for many years, by Mr. Abraham Smith, and its date was, probably, about 1755."

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Ayer

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1759]




Wallingford, RUT

HIST

Class:   do not count

Crime:   SUSPICIOUS / SKELETON -- poss WAR, NAT, CAS GUN, HOM

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
unknown person

VICTIM(s):
unk. soldier


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  unknown person may have murdered a soldier

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal records:  

Newspaper:  

Other sources:  

Walter Thorpe, History of Wallingford, Vermont (Rutland: Tuttle Co., 1911), 184.  An "old story" among the older inhabitants:  skeleton of a man found in sw corner of a public school yard in the town.  "The bones had long laid where they were found.  Beside them was a rusty gun barrel, the wooden stock of which had decayed.  The body was thought to be that of a soldier of the French and Indian wars.  Who he was or how he came to his death, whether by treachery of a comrade, by open foe or lurking savage, by disease or as a prey to wild beasts was never known.  It was Wallingford's mystery."

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[soldier]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1773





[Newbury], ORA

CT





(then Gloucester Co., NY)

HIST

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Richard Chamberlain Jr.

VICTIM(s):
unknown man


Weapon:  gun [musket]


Circumstances:  at a training held at Col. Robert Johnston's "he shot a man who tried to take a gun away from him, and was branded 'M' on the forehead."


Inquest:  


Indictment:  yes, for murder


Term:  9/1773 at Newbury


Court proceedings:  fG of mansl.  Branded with "M" on the forehead.

Legal records:  


Gloucester County Court Records” (1926) Proceedings of the Vermont Historical Society for the Years 1923, 1924, 1925. Bellows Falls:  P. H. Gobie Press: 141-192.  On p. 169.

Newspaper:  

Other sources:  

Frederic P. Wells, History of Newbury, Vermont (St. Johnsbury:  Caledonian Co., 1902), 501, 510.

Census:  


Jay Mack Holbrook, Vermont Census, 1771, 17.


E. B. O'Callaghan, Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the State of New York (Albany:  Weed, Parsons and Co., 1853-1887), 15 v.


4: 709:  RC a resident of Newbury, Glouc. Co., 1771


4: 823:  RC & RC Jr. were among the petitioners in 1773 from Cumberland & Gloucester Co.

Genealogy:


Frederic P. Wells, History of Newbury, Vermont (St. Johnsbury:  Caledonian Co., 1902), 501, 510.  For genealogical information, see 10, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 31, 37, 41, 67, 68, 69, 72, 306, 308


Richard Chamberlain (b. Oxford, Mass., 7/9/1714 - m. Abigail).  Removed to Northfield.  Was in Capt. Phinehas Stevens' Co. of 60 men at Charlestown, NH during the siege in 1747.  In Capt. Selah Barnard's Co., Col. William William's regiment for the invasion of Canada from 3/13 to 12/13/1758, with his son, Abial.  Came to Newbury in 6/1762, where he settled on Musquash Meadow & kept the ferry.  Was in the company of the Minutemen in 1775.  "a man of substance and held in esteem, and in the town and church records is always spoken of as Mr. Chamberlain."  Probably a member of the First Church.  Held many minor offices, man of substance, the oldest man in the settlement.  d. 1784.  13 ch., 1736 to 1761.  


Richard Chamberlain, Jr.:  b. 11/2/1755.  Served in the Revol. War. in the Continental Service (282)

Accused:  

Richard Chamberlain, Jr.

Ethnicity:

nb English

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


18

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

no

Occupation:

farm laborer; ferryman [for his father]

Town:


Newbury

Birthplace:

b. Hinsdale or Charlestown, NH

Religion:




Organizations:

militia man

Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Newbury

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

militia man

Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








