
Homicides of Adults in Westmoreland County, VirginiaPRIVATE 

John Frederick Dorman, Westmoreland County, Virginia, Order Book, 1675/6-1688/9 (6 parts)

SE 10/8/1679 (164)


SUSPICIOUS / concern about poss. HOM / do not count:  Richard Eaton, svt to Capt. Jno. Quigley "on complaint" of JQ "about another servantt as supposed dead, being not to be found, was by the warrant of Mr. Wm: Horton, justice, comitted and proclamation being made and no one apapearring in behalfe of Capt. Quigley to prosecute, Eaton was cleared."






WESTMORELAND
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1664, [Feb.]




WESTM

CT


NOTE:  counted because he was jailed.  Some uncertainty about the case, but the records incomplete here, so ultimate disposition of the case unknown.

NOTE:  repair missing reference next trip to Virginia.
Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Timothy Blades suspected "concerning the untimely death" of Mr. Thomas Morgan


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  unknown


Term?:  2/24/1664


Court proceedings:  arrested & jailed.

Legal records:  

only entry for Morgan in Records 1661-4
Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Timothy Blades

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mr. Thomas Morgan

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1664, [Feb.]




WESTM

CT


NOTE:  counted because he was jailed.  Some uncertainty about the case, but the records incomplete here, so ultimate disposition of the case unknown.

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Edmund Goddard, John Fryer, and William Webb suspected "concerning the untimely death" of [Dr.] Rice Maddox


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  unknown


Term?:  2/24/1664


Court proceedings:  arrested & jailed.  Capt. Pierce & Mr. Daniel Hutt ordered "to take the bonds of the wittnesses below at Nominy and to see them signed, sealed and delivered, and to send them to the Secretary of Virginia to James Citty about the untimely death of Rice Maddox."

Legal records:  

Records, 1661-4:  24a.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:

several entries for RM in Records 1661-4.  e.g. -- RM of Westmoreland "in Potomack river" with consent of his wife, Anne, to Richard Buchrod of Gloucester Co. "For a valuable consideration.  Tract of land lying in the mouth of Nomony river in Potomack.  Also all our interest of damage we have received from George Durant concerning said land.  Also all assignments of the said land from Durant."  Rice Maddox, Anne Maddox (both signed)


AM administered RM's estate.


RM purchased land from Charles Ashton 3/4/1661.  & RM sold his plantation to George Durant & reserved to himself part of the plantation with the old house & GD to build RM "a wsufficient fifty foote Tobacco house upon his owne charge."  2/2/1662.


Joseph Horsley of Cherry Pointe Necke in Northumberland Co. formerly sold 300 acres to RM on Nomenie River & Armsby's Creek & on the land of John Barnett.  10/7/1662.


RM arrested, SE 6/24/1663 on a suit:  to pay Francis Hales 969 l.t.


& misc. entries on his wife settling his estate & his debts.


Deeds, Wills, Patents, Etc., 1653-1659 (110a-111):  Deposition of William Browne (age 23, X):  test. in action of case, Herbert Smith v. Rice Maddock.  Wit. was at RM's when HS came "to demandhis maide of Dr. Mattocks.  Dr. Mattocks desired him to leave the maide a week or fortnight longer in which time he thought he should make a perfect cure of it, but Herbert Smith replyed that his wife was sicke and could not spare her no longer.  Dr. Mattocks replying againe told that if he would take her away it should be upon his bill for if you leave her I shall make a cure of her.  Likewise Dr. Mattocks tolde him if he carried her away he should give him his bill which he gve him his bill for 600 weight of tobacco or thereabout."  //  Hannah Morgan (40, X, servant of Herbert Smith):  ditto.  She was at RM's for a cure for her leg.

Accused 1:  

Edmund Goddard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

John Fryer

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

William Webb

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Dr. Rice Maddox

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Anne

Children:




Occupation:

planter; landowner; physician

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1673, Sept.




WES

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   prob HOM or poss NAT SCURVY

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER and MISTRESS

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Mr. Stephen Manwering and ___ Manwering (his wife) m. Mary Bennit (the servant of Stephen Manwering)


Weapon:  [blunt, sharp]  body was full of markes of violent blowes, especially her head had greate cutts as long as a man's finger, with unlawfull weapons as axe, hoe, iron ladle, flesh forke.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  unknown


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal records:  
Deeds, Patents, Etc. 1665-77 (215a-216):  DEPOSITIONS.  d.d. 12/9 & 10/1674


TEST:  Thomas Chamberlaine, Philem: Macheeteen and William Gose, information agst. SM & wife:  "verry much abused especially by her master, by which violent blowes they did conveive she came by her end, for she was thrust out into a hen house where she died and was privately buried and her body was full of markes of violent blowes, especially her head had greate cutts as long as a man's finger, with unlawfull weapons as axe, hoe, iron ladle, flesh forke.  Any Mary did often complaine that she should be murthered, the which we doe beleive was the cause of her death."  William Goose (signed), Philemon Macheeteen (X).  [no signature by TC recorded]  


TEST:  Katheren Webb (48, X):  about 3 days before SM's maid died in 1673, "the said servant maide lay in Mr. Manwering's bed chamber full of the s[c]ury and soe weake that she was not appearingly to stsand or goe and did all under her as she lay and Mr. Manwering was telling what condition the servant was in.  The servant wench did reply that her mistress had bin verry good to her and as good as a mother to her."


TEST:  Elias Webb (47, X):  at SM's house in Sept. 1673, "saw Mr. Manwering's maide verry bad with the survy and the next Court following my wife and my selfe came to Mr. Manwering's house againe and the servant maide was in theire bedd chamber and my wife told me she was ina sad condittion with the scurvy and my wife would had me to go in and see her but withall told me that she was so nasty a condittion that I did refuse to goe and that she did all under her."


TEST:  Mr. Lewis Markham (38, signed):  came to SM's house in Sept., 1673, saw his made "in a verry bad condittion with the survy and I did really thinke that she would not live and one of Mr. Manwering's daughters spake to her to doe something and she immediately fell downe as if she had bin a dying and Tho: Sharpe being in company told me that the maid was a dying but she came to her selfe againe and she was in Mr. Manwering's bed chamber and Elias Webb's wife told me that she did think the servant would not live."

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Mr. Stephen Manwering

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:

[planter]

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

___ Manwering

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Stephen

Children:




Occupation:

[plantation mistress]

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mary Bennit

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of Stephen Manwering

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1677, [Sept.]




WES

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  Abraham Taylor and Henry Durant m. William Clarke


Weapon:  [musket] shot with a gun


Circumstances:  in the woods


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  9/26/1677


Court proceedings:  verdict of jurors:  WC "came to his death by sum casuallity" & that AT & HD "did feloniously possesse themselves with the goods and all other the estate" of WC and contrary to the peace of the King do "continue the estate within theire possession."  "And wee doe thereupon suspect" AT & HT "are murderously felloniously guilty of the death of Wm. Clark."

Legal records:  
Order Book, 1675/6-1688/9 (90):  SE 9/26/1677:  AT "by this Court" committed to custody of Capt. Thomas Yowell, high sheriff, "on suspittion of the murer of Wm. Clarke."  orders evidences to appear at next court.

Deeds, Patents, Etc. 1665-77, p. 341a.  SE 9/29/1677.  jury verdict.

Deeds, Patents, Etc. 1665-77, pp. 336-7.  d.d. 9/26/1677


DEPOSITIONS


Thomas Blondell (signed):  wit. was in the fort when the gun was shot which was supposed to have killed WC.  Immediately upon the report, Sarah Duram went & took a rug orblanket form her own bed which were lent to Henry Duram & put them into her own chest.  The next day, wit. & Henry Kirke and Abraham Taylor went into the woods "for discovery" of WC "whome I supposedkilled by the gunn the day before, but being leed as I suppose directly contrary to the report of the gunn that day wee misst of the expectation, soe goeing the next day wee found the corpps" of WC b/w James Hardwick's & the plantation where WC lived.  "and being very dilligent in search after him" at WC's house AT said, "what neede you trouble your selves so much about him.  They have taken him away.  You are fooles to looke after him.  Those that have killed him have taken him away."


Deborah White (wife of Richard, X):  AT was not in the fort when the gun was discharged that she thinks killed WC.


Obimelech Potter [signed]:  wit. in the fort when he heard the gunshot & said immediately upon hearing it "he wisht there might be noe hurtt donne, supposseing it to be shott by some Indian."  Several peple belonging to the fort the same day were at WC's shelling corn & WC "desired one of them belonging to the fortt to stay with him to plant some few plants but none did."  Soon after the people that left him had come to the fort, they heard the gun.  After the report, SD, wife of HD, went to one of the cabins & took off the blanket & soon after Millett White came to wit. & blew out the candle & asked him to open the chest of WC "to take out a suit of clothes and I refused to doe it adviseing him to goe to Abraham Taylor to doe it.  They both tried to do itt but could not, soe came to me the second time and I did it and presently after went into the fortt, soe by and by after they tooke out the goods" of WC's chest & put them into HD's, the chest at first being very full, and AT "was out of the fortt when the gunn was shott."  Many times since wit. has seen AT wear WC's clothes.


Ann Potter (wife OP, X):  knows nothing of the chest breaking open.


Richard White (X):  the day after the gunshot, "which I believe killed old Clarke," wit., HD, & some others & AT "the night before missing" WC went to discover if they could find WC "but misst our intention" & returnedhome.  Some of the garrison went the "contrary way" the next day & found WC.


James Talbott [marked with a "T"] -- hard the gun.  AT "went out that day pretending to goe with his gunn to the mill but wheither he went to the mill or noe with his gunn he knowes not, but as for the goods" in WC's chest, HD & AT "had them."


Jonathan Cartwright (marked "J C"):  AT was not at the mill the day the gun was discahrged and that AT "had his gunn in his hand but was disswaded" by HD "saying you must not leave the fort alone."

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Abraham Taylor

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Henry Durant

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

William Clarke

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1688, [July]




WES

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Paul Williams, Robert Palford, and John Browne [[probably servants -- not in the court records anywhere]] m. Sarah Blagden


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 7/29/1688.  Verdict:  PW, RP, & JB supposed guilty of SB's murder.  John Lord, cor.


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  7/26/1688


Court proceedings:  SE 9/26/1688:  The court orders that PW & RP (JB "being dead") to be conveyed to James City by the 4th day of the next Gen. Ct. for their trial.  Wit. bound to appear:  William Booth and Abraham Parker.

Legal records:  
Order Book, 1675/6-1688/9 :  

SE 7/26/1688 (673):  SUSPICIOUS:  Sarah Blagden, widow, "is missing and supposed by some accident dead, that her plantation is neglected, her corne spoiled, her servant run away."  Thomas Blagden, son of John Blagden, dec., & heir apparent to the estate of JB, & Wm Booth, who married one of the daughters of JB, to care for & preserve the estate of SB "and if" SB not heard of by the next court, they are to bring an inventory of her estate.


SE 9/26/1688 (677):  HOM:  the Court had entrusted the "care" of SB's estate to William Booth and John [sic] Blagden.  The court now "being certainly informed that shee was lately murthered."  Wm Booth pet. for the trust of the estate & also of young Sarah Blagdon, the orphan.  Granted.  30,000 l.t. bond (Andrew Monrowe & Thomas Monjoy, sec.).  [[NOTE:  TB is no longer a trustee -- why?]]


SE 9/26/1688 (678):  inquest.


SE 11/1/1688 (684):  payment of 200 l.t. by Wm Booth, trustee of SB's estate, to Capt. John Lord, cor., for the inquest on SB.


SE 11/1/1688 (684):  WB, trustee of SB's estate:  publicly published that he "will make sale by outcry" of the estate on Nov. 12, "the Court haveing first concluded that this way of disposeing the estate by outcry is the only probable way to secure the estate for the orphan."


much follows on the settlement of her large estate.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Paul Williams

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Robert Palford

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

John Browne

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Sarah Blagden

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

widow

Children:

several

Occupation:

planter; had a servant

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1699, [Nov.]




WES

CT


NOTE:  jailed, as in the previous Westminster Co. cases, so for consistency, counted as probable.  Do not want to artificially deflate the homicide rate after 1675.
Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Johnson suspected of m. ___


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  11/29/1699


Court proceedings:  jailed "upon suspiton of murther."  EXAM COURT:  evidences against him considered.  "nothing being proved against him whereby to bind him over to the Generall Court," disch. by procl.  To pay c.

Legal records:  

Orders, 1698-1705 (60a).  Also, WJ involved in a civil suit v. Samuel Nockles.  Confessed jdgt to SN for 600 l.t.  //  also, SE 5/29/1700 (82), describes a Wm Johnson as "an old man and past his labour" living with Wm Stewart.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Johnson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1702, June




WES

CT

GOVT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER

Motive:  NEGLIGENCE / ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  William Chandler m. James Conney or Cumings (servant of Wm Chandler)


Weapon:  drowned [phys]


Circumstances:  James Conney or Cumings, servant of Wm Chandler, "drowned" in lower Machodock River coming over the river in a canoe in company of his master, Wm Chandler.  Mr. John Sturman, cor.  


Inquest:  i.d. 6/4/1702:  Mr. John Sturman, cor.  [[NOTE:  verdict does not call the death accidental -- only notes that the cause of death was drowning]]  


Indictment?  yes, felonious drowning  [mansl]


Term?:  6/24/1702


Court proceedings:  fG.  to Gen. Ct.  Trial at Gen. Ct.:  fNG.

Legal records:  
Westmoreland County [Virginia) Orders 1698-1705

SE 6/24/1702 (164)


HOM MANSL:  Wm Chandler of Copeley parish, planter, suspected of drowning his man servant.  Bound to appear.  fG.  to appear before Gen. Ct.  Jailed until then.  Wit. bound:  Willoughby Allerton, Francis Spencer (gent.), Mary Goloho (spinster), Andrew Delabree, Dennis Carroll (laborer), Robert Jarvis.  All of Copeley parish.

Westmoreland County Deeds & Wills 3, 1700-09  [ends 2/1707]


DRO / SUSPICIOUS / poss. HOM MANSL mm (76-9) -- [[NOTE:  court rec. bonds for the witnesses call it a case of "felonious drowning"]]:  i.d. 6/4 (sic)/1702:  James Conney or Cumings, servant of Wm Chandler, "drowned" in lower Machodock River coming over the river in a canoe in company of his master, Wm Chandler.  Mr. John Sturman, cor.  [[NOTE:  verdict does not call the death accidental -- only notes that the cause of death was drowning]]  Testimony.


Francis Spencer (14, signed):  on 6/9/1702, following WC to a point called Hollowing Point with JC, who had been before Willo. Allerton, j.p., "to complain of ill usage, and going over Mackotique River in a canoe saw James paddle the canoe above half way over and being some distance behind Mary Collohan who was with me, was suddenly called by her to come to her and looking into the river saw Mr. Chandler in the canoe by himself and James in the river paddling and striving to save himself.  How he came there this defendant [sic, deponent] cannot say but Chandler stood in the canoe very near him as it appeared to me and not once offered to assist him."


Mary Gallahau (30, signed) --- on T, 6/9/1702, follwoing WC to Hollowing Point with JC who had been to Willoughby Allterton, j.p., to complain of "bad usage," say JC paddle half way across Machotick River.  & WC "arising from the head of the canoe where he sat went to James his servant in the stern and standing close by him some short time, the said James suddenly was in the river padling and striving to save himself, but how he came there this deponent cannot say.  Chandler stood in the canoe very near him with a stick or a paddle in his hand and not once offered to assist him."


Andre Delabree (30, signed):  ditto.  On Tuesday, 6/9, near the house of WC, saw WC walking from towards his landing to his house, "who meeting with his wife in the yard stood talking with her till I came up to them, and being asked by him what my business was I told him I had a warrant for him to serve and would have him go before Collo. Allerton, which he refused and said he would go before Capt. Hutt.  Then among other discourse he enquired of me whether I had either seen r heard of his man . . . adding that he was with Mr. Westcomb's boys.  I asked of him what tim e of day it was.  He answered between ten and eleven of the clock saying he . . . would be with me by twelve or one."


Sarah Aubrey (21, signed):  going towards the river side she saw her father-in-law, WC, & JC coming over Machotick River in a canoe.  About 2/3rds of the way over towards his dwelling house.  "suddenly after she heard her said father in law cry out and say, O Lord, he is drowned, and taht she did desern when they were comeing over the river her father in law sat at one end of the canoe and James Conney or Cummings at the other.":


Wit. bound in case of "felonious drowning."

H. R. McIlwaine, ed., Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, v. 2:  August 3, 1699-April 27, 1705 (Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1927), 268-9, 357.


HOM:  William Chandelor (of Westmoreland Co., husband of Jane Chandelor) m. his man servant.  Suspected of drowning his man servant in the Machetock River.  Jailed.  Indicted.  Tried at General Court.  fNG.


Council, 8/17/1702:  Petition from his wife, Jane, requesting that the Westmoreland Co. Court provide her husband with copies of the verdict of the Jury of Inquest & with copies of the depositions against him, so that he can better defend himself.  The General Court allowed the former, but not the latter.


Council, 4/19/1704:  petition from Wm Chandler, complaining that the sheriff of Westmoreland Co. has brought an action against him for 5,000 l.t. for fees & charges in sending him to the Gen. Court in Oct., 1702, he being indicted for murder & there acquitted.  Gen. Court orders that the County Court decide the matter according to law.

Calendar State Papers American and West Indies (1702), No. 855; cited in Scott, Criminal Law in Colonial Virginia, 77-8.


Imprisoned.  His wife petitioned the Council for information to aid in preparing his defense.  Ordered that she could receive a copy of the coroner's inquest, but not of the depositions.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Chandler 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Jane

Children:




Occupation:

planter

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

James Conney or Cumings 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:




Occupation:

servant of Wm Chandler

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1703, July 22




WES

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SERVANT and SLAVE

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  John Moor (servant to James Orchard) and Tom (slave to James Orchard) m. James Orchard


Weapon:  JM, with a falling ax, hit JO on the hinder part of the head & one the breast & breast bone.  d. inst.  Tom, "aiding, assisting, consenting, agreeing, and helping."  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, petit treason


Term?:  8/25/1703


Court proceedings:  JM fG.  to Gen. Ct.  Tom fG.  DEATH.  Hanged.

Legal records:  
Westmoreland County [Virginia) Orders 1698-1705


SE 8/25/1703 (200-200a)  SE 1/1/1704 (218-219)


HOM / PETIT TREASON:  EXAM COURT:  John Moor, svt to James Orchard, dec., prisoner, suspected of fel. murdering his master. evidence produced.  fG.  to Gen. Ct.  Jailed.  //  


HOM:  O&T:  Tom, a negro slave of James Orchard, dec., prisoner, suspected of fel. murdering his master. evidence produced.  fG.  to Gen. Ct.  Jailed.  //  SE 1/1/1704:  O&T for PETIT TREASON:  on 7/22, together w/ JM.  JM, with a falling ax, hit JO on the hinder part of the head & one the breast & breast bone.  d. inst.  Tom, "aiding, assisting, consenting, agreeing, and helping."  Concealed the crime from 7/22 to 7/25.  Tom pNG -- but confessed he did see JM "wilfully murther his master" JO & that Tom did break prison since last comittment "and offering his escape the whole Court" finds Tom guilty.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang tomorrow.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

John Moor 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

servant to James Orchard

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Tom 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave to James Orchard

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

James Orchard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

planter

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



 [1707]




WES

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   sus. disappearance / LEGAL CHIARIVARI

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Mr. Thomas Marson suspected of m. Daniel Kenslo (his servant)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  5/28/1707


Court proceedings:  
Legal records:  

Westmoreland Co. Order Book, 1705-21:  57.  "The Queen v Marson about Kenslo":  DK "haveing for some considerable tyme been reported to bee run away" from TM's service "and it being lately rumoured as if the said Danile might bee come to some untymely end for that hee  is not to bee found or heard of."  Court appted. Richard Morris of Copely Parish a constable "immediately to impress what number of persons hee shall think requisite" to make a "diligent search and enquiry in all places on or neare Mr. Thomas Marson's Plantation as well in doores as without where they may bee any conjecture or suspition of any fresh graves &c. and to satisfie themselves by digging or otherwise whether their suspition the said Daniel Kenslo bee buried or otherwise concealed about the Plantation."  to report to the j.p.s.


Order:  TM taken into custody and to be "safely kept untill tomorrow in the evening" upon the rumor of the suspicious death of DK, unless he is discharged sooner by order of the court.


Order:  The sherriff is to take Robert Iron, servant of TM, into custody.  "this Court will allow him [the sheriff] the reward" of 200 l.t. "for his service."  RI to be examined "what he knows touching the death, absence or convealement of Daniel Kenslo."


SE 11/26/1707 (76):  Mr. TM brought his servant, DK, "who it was supposed had been privatgely made away," into court.  The appearance recorded.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Mr. Thomas Marson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[planter]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Daniel Kenslo

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of Mr. Thomas Marson

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1708, Nov.]




WES

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MASTER'S BROTHER [OVERSEER]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Joseph Hardwick m. Hester Pace (the servant of James Hardwick, his brother)


Weapon: unknown 


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  yes, read before the court


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  SE 11/24/1708


Court proceedings:  hearing.  to be tried by Gen. Ct.  JH admitted to 50 l. sterling (Wm Hardwick & Jasper Hardwick, his sureties).  Wit:  William and Elizabeth (wife of Wm).  // SE 10/16/1710:  John Wright, George South, and Thomas Batchellor petition at a court of public claims for reimbursement for their appearance as jurors at the trial of Joseph Harwich "whoe was indicted at the Citty of Williamsburgh on suspicion of murther."  Wit.:  James Hardwich and Elizabeth (his wife) attended the trial to give evidence against Joseph Hardwich.

Legal records:  

Westmoreland Co. Order Book, 1705-21:  104a-105, 150a

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Joseph Hardwick

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Hester Pace

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of James Hardwick

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



 [1711, June]




WES

CT


NOTE:  again, counted for sake of consistency with earlier Westminster cases.  An uncertain case, but indictments usually hard to secure in such cases, even with substantial evidence of abuse.

Class:   possible

Crime:   poss HOM MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by SERVANT

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Farnaby (servant to estate of John Higgins, dec.) m. a negro slave (belonging to estate of John Higgins, dec.)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  no


Term?:  6/27/1711


Court proceedings:  full hearing.  WF denied the fact.  "the evidence is not of weight enough" to charge WF "with a felony or chargeing him of being guilty of the death of the Negroe."  acquitted by proclamation

Legal records:  

Westmoreland Co. Order Book, 1705-21:  160a

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Farnaby

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
[s]

Children:

[n]

Occupation:

servant to estate of John Higgins, dec.

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Higgins, dec.

Town:


WES

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1715]




WES

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  JUSTIFIED / killed OUTLAW

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. posse members m. a negro man belonging to John Sturman, gent.


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  SE 7/28/1715


Court proceedings:  Court "for Proof of Publick Claimes":  valued the negro man at 40 l. sterling & certified the claim to the Gen. Assembly.  The "of late did belong to him [John Sturman, gent.] and which was outlawed and by vertue thereof was killed and destroyed."

Legal records:  

Westmoreland Co. Order Book, 1705-21:  274a

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Sturman, gentleman

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








